
 
Dear Church Family, 
 
I hope you all had a blessed Memorial Weekend.  We are truly grateful for the sacrifices given for the freedoms we 
enjoy!  With the rapidly changing news about when and how churches can regather, I feel it is important to share with you 
where we are currently at in this process. 
 
As I mentioned in my previous communication, our church staff and council are praying and preparing for the coming 
weeks and months in a way that is both faithfully visionary, fiscally responsible and a good steward of our time and 
energy.  Our first step was to form a reentry task force team.  This team represents various ministries and 
perspectives.  Tricia Burress is on deacons and involved in hospitality ministry.  Robinette Bacon is on council and involved 
in children, youth and family ministry.  Don Schut is on council and finance ministry.  Al Chronister is both chair and chairs 
our safety and security team.  Stephanie Hammarstrom is on worship ministry. Warren Lee is our member at 
large.  Megan Jevne is our Wonderland preschool director and myself. 
 
We began meeting and planning three weeks ago.  Already hand sanitizer stands, soap dispensers and masks have been 
ordered (hopefully arriving in July) to prepare for the day we can reenter the church facility. This week a YCC Reentry plan 
was introduced to the council and adopted to guide us as we move forward. You will find the plan attached in this email. 
 
With this in mind, I want to invite you to commit to walking in unity with God’s people at Yakima Covenant.  Specifically, in 
the coming weeks and months, I’m asking for prayerful patience as different churches will regather in a variety of ways 
and at different paces. 
 
I am certain that when we take each step, some of you will feel we are moving too slow.  Others will think we are moving 
too fast.  Others might think, “I would do it differently!” 
People who call Yakima Covenant their church home will have a vast array of perspectives and that is okay!  Feel free to 
disagree, but let’s commit to not being disagreeable. Let’s live out our behavioral covenant.  If you have questions reach 
out to leadership for clarity. 
 
In the Gospel of John, chapter seventeen, we find the longest recorded prayer of Jesus.  In this prayer, our Savior prays for 
unity among His people.  He prays for unity over and over again!  It is a big deal to our Savior.  I encourage you to read this 
chapter and notice the theme of unity. 
 
In light of Jesus’ prayer and teaching, let’s commit to having a great spirit as we move forward into our next steps as a 
church.  When we begin to meet on our church property first by drive thru communion, then begin having gathered 
worship services in our beautiful Covenant Park, and in time in our church building, please commit to pray for the Holy 
Spirit to infuse Yakima Covenant and give us discernment. 
 
I believe we can take bold steps into our future and do it with deep love and respect.  I also believe the future of Yakima 
Covenant Church is bright and that God has great plans for us!  I am hearing from many of you who are already meeting 
with your small group using zoom.  Others are social distancing around the picnic tables at Covenant Park.  As things are 
adjusted on a state level I hear some small groups are looking forward to meeting in homes.  Let’s continue to build 
community and care for each other in meaningful ways. 
 
I am excited to walk forward with each of you as we follow Jesus, love each other, and shine the light of our Savior into 
our hurting world!  Why do we exist?  To welcome and nurture all people as we bring Jesus to others so that God can 
change the course of lives. 
 
Warm Regards, 
 
Pastor Dean 


