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Spark would not be
possible without our
volunteers and 2017
donors.
Thank you volunteers:
Ellie Mazor
Liley Tafelski
Kaitlin Verkaik
Kathy Lang
Hunter Stearns
Catherine Tutt
Madelyn Hook
Nick Beery
Grace Morris
Dan Gritter
Vivian Kennedy
Rachel Koning
Malerie Bell
Thomas Stutz
Jill Scholma
Becca Lubbers
Patty Wallinga
Sydney Temple
Ellie Schreur
Jeff Kolk
Jack Carrier
Hanna Lok

Spark is an afterschool program for youth in Kindergarten through 6th
grade. Spark takes place on school grounds throughout the school year
from 3:30-5:00pm. Our goal is to grow character, develop leadership skills
and build community. We do this through:
§
§
§
§

Character focused lessons
Academic support
Creating a safe space for students to be after school
Nurturing positive peer and adult relationships
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Volunteers Continued:

Volunteer Spotlight: Alexis Godfrey

Pam Neikirk
Lexi Widner
Abby VanKampen
Alexis Godfrey

Day job? I am a Junior at GVSU
studying biomedical science and PreMed coursework for medical school.

Linda Dice
Dan DuPuis
Carly Young
Amanda Prins
Emma Post

Thank you donors:
Alive Ministries
Applied Imaging
Jamestown Harbor

Hobbies? I love to travel and see
new places. I am a volunteer at the
children’s hospital. Most of my time is
taken up with school right now, but I
spend much of my free time hanging
out with my family and friends.

Why volunteer for Spark? I have been involved with the SPARK
program at Bauerwood since my junior year of high school in 2014. I heard
about the program through my involvement in National Honor Society. I
was looking for some volunteer opportunities and SPARK was the perfect
fit. I loved what the program stood for and I really enjoy working with
kids.

Sharon Bergwerff
Sunrise Ministries

Favorite Thing about Spark? My favorite thing about SPARK is
definitely working with kids and really getting to know them. I love
hearing about their days and helping them with school work. It is hard to
see some of the kids struggling with academics or social things, but being
able to tutor them or just give them someone to talk to is what is so great
about SPARK.
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Birthday Cupcakes
Spark takes place at the
following locations:
• Bauerwood Elementary
• Jamestown Upper
• Bursley is set to launch
this Spring

If you would like to learn

Each year through Spark we celebrate
dozens of student’s birthdays. We believe
another year of life is a big deal and every
student is worth celebrating on their special
day. Enjoying birthday cupcakes is
something the students look forward to. If
you would like to brighten a student’s day by
providing birthday cupcakes, please contact
Shana at shana@riseCommunitycenter.com
for more information.

more or become involved in
our Spark program, please
contact Shana DeWent at
shana@risecommunitycenter.org

Jump Into Fitness by the MSU Extension
Jump Into Foods and Fitness (JIFF) is a research-based curriculum that
features eight “Kangaroo Jumps” or sessions that help kids ages 8 to 11
(grades 3 to 5) learn the importance of nutrition, increased physical activity
and food safety. Jiff the Joey invites kids to experience a fun way to a
healthier lifestyle!
During Spark, the MSU Extension will provide children with the opportunity
to participate in fun new physical fitness and nutrition activities while they:
• Increase strength, flexibility and endurance
• Taste new foods
• Prepare tasty snacks
• Learn how to keep foods safe
Most of all kids will have fun while they jump, learn and run.

