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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD UPDATE 

 As our Oak Harbor children have been 
preparing to go back to school, I’ve had several 
inquiries from church members about school 
supply needs for Operation Christmas Child and 
one “nag” to put something in the Twin Flames.  
 At this point, we are pretty much finished 
purchasing back-to-school items, but donations 
of money toward those purchases are always 
welcome.  We plan, again, to have more than 
200 “church” boxes, and each box will have 
several pens and pencils, a pencil sharpener, a 
box of crayons, a pair of school scissors, a ruler, 
and some sort of paper product to write or draw 
on, as well as a set of new underwear, 
consisting of briefs, socks, and a t-shirt or 
undershirt.   Even buying in bulk quantities, we 
spend around $5 per child in this category.   
 Just as with the shipping donations in late 
October and November, the best way to 
contribute for box contents is through the church 
offering.  If you would like to do this, please be 
sure to mark both the offering envelope and the 
memo line on your check “Operation Christmas 
Child”.  (Unless otherwise specified, we tend to 
credit monies received before our campaign 
kickoff in late October to “stuff” for the children 
and monies received after the kickoff toward 
Samaritan’s Purse’s $9/box shipping and 
program costs.)  Thanks for your interest!  If you 
have any questions, please contact Karen 
Pasewark at 360-675-1936. 

BIBLE STUDY FELLOWSHIP 

 I have attended BSF for many years and find 
the style of study the best to get the word into 
my mind and heart.  It is a 30 week study with 
weekly Bible readings and commentary notes.  
This year’s study is on Acts and Letters of the 
Apostles. 
 There are both men’s and women’s studies 
in Oak Harbor starting Tuesday, September 
10th: 
•  Women’s Study at 9:30, Family Bible 

 Church 

•  Women’s Study at 6:30, in a private 
 home 

•  Men’s Study at 6:45, Family Bible Church 

 Call me for more information. 
     Ginger Opdyke, 360-679-9071 

PROPOSED NARTHEX AND RESTROOM 
REMODEL DRAWINGS 

 Architect’s drawings of the proposed 
remodeling of the narthex and the lower level 
restrooms have been posted on the bulletin 
board in the hallway outside Centennial Hall. 
Jayson Jury and Ross Mordhorst will be 
available for several Sundays to explain 
features of the proposed remodeling, to answer 
questions and receive comments and 
suggestions. A presentation by the architect will 
be scheduled in the near future to further 
address this project to the church congregation. 



IN NEED OF PRAYER 

PRAYER CHAIN:  Rose Vance, 360-929-2211  
 

BETTY JO SHADDY-BROWN & FAMILY -  
 Sudden death of Larry on August 29th while 
 on a family trip to Ireland. Family is asking 

 for privacy. 
ALENE BERTRAN - Undergoing chemo in 

 Arizona.   
JACQUI LANDRY - Health Concerns 

MILLY McWILLIAMS - at Home Place.  Please 
 call Larry McWilliams prior to visiting, 360-

 969-0239. 
PHIL WENDLING – at Ashley Gardens in Mt. 
 Vernon. 
MARLENE JONES - at Harbor Care. 
BETTY ANN ROBBINS – at Harbor Care. 
DONNA APPERSON – at Harbor Care. 
CASSIE HICKEY - at Welcome Home Care 
 Center. 

BIRTHDAys 
Sep 15 Marali Woessner 
Sep 17 Beth Munns 

   Margaret Peterson 

Sep 18 Elaine Jung 

Sep 21 Lauraine Brannan 

   Larry Munns 

REAL OR 
FABRICATED? 

“Come now, let us reason 
together, says the Lord” 

Isaiah 1:18 

 As we begin a new school year, my next two 
week preaching series is dedicated to a special 
request from our Youth. I invited them last year 
to think of a special series that might be 
meaningful or helpful to them. They have asked 
me to preach on the topic Of Faith and Science. 
As the above diagram indicates, faith and 
science are often portrayed as obstinate 
opponents and worst enemies. While there are 
strong and loud voices on each side which like 
to demonize the other, there are many who 
believe that they are actually complementary. 
 The larger equation of the relationship of 
faith and science needs to be understood in the 
context of what questions and what answers 
does each discipline make and offer? From my 
vantage point, I believe science is asking (and 
answering) the questions what, how and when? 
Faith is asking (and answering) the questions 
what, why and who? The realms and disciplines 
of science and faith don’t have to operate from 
two different worldviews. While science, as a 
spirit of inquiry, observation and investigation 
has existed for millennia, the “scientific method” 
and the birth of the discipline we know as 
“science” was birthed by Muslim scholars in the 
10th–14th century, refined by the European 
Renaissance, and made modern and 
mainstream by Isaac Newton (1642-1727). 
People of faith were at the helm of seeking an 
informed understanding of the cosmos we live in 
and the Creator who made it all. 
 Seeking to understand order, rules, 
principles and forces at work in nature does not 
have to be substitutionary for God, but 
complementary to understanding His ways and 
the marvelous mysteries of His purposeful 
planet and universe. I hope you will come ready 
to explore and understand the known and 
unknown mysteries of our universe and find new 
and deeper meaning to a faith that is not afraid 
to explore the amazing complexity and beauty 
of creation. The famous reformer, John Calvin, 
once said that science and reason were 
universal gifts. To neglect the discoveries of non
-Christians (scientists) simply because of their 
lack of faith was an “act of sloth” (a reference to 
lazy indifference, see Proverbs 12:24 and 
Ecclesiastes 10:18).  
 

 This Sunday we will explore the general, 
overall relationship and history of science and 
faith, not science verses faith. The following 
week, we will dive deeper into the more 
contentious cultural debate of creation, 
evolution and questions of our origins. I hope 
you will learn something new about our amazing 
God who is (in my opinion) history’s premier 
scientist!  
 In a few months, beginning in November, I 
will again begin the process of building a 
preaching calendar for all of 2020. You may 
have a topic, series or Bible book suggestion for 
what we as a church family will share together 
on Sunday mornings in 2020. Feel free to drop 
me a line. Interested and excited learners are 
always the best students! 

“Speak, Lord, for Your servant is listening!” 
1 Samuel 3:9 

 



 “Don’t you just love New York in 
the fall? It makes me wanna buy 
school supplies. I would send you a 
bouquet of newly sharpened pencils 
if I knew your name and address.” – 
Joe Fox (Tom Hanks), You’ve Got 
Mail 
 As the air is getting cooler and 
crisper and school starts for Oak Harbor 
students this Thursday, I was reminded of that 
quote from one of my favorite movies, You’ve 
Got Mail. We’re entering a season of fresh 
starts and new beginnings, not only with the 
weather and school, but with church ministries 
as well. 
 Last week we introduced something new to 
our Youth Group that will hopefully become a 
yearly tradition: Welcome Back Week. We 
hosted five different events five days in a row 
with the main purpose being to get youth 
together at the church. On Monday we had a 
Water War that involved pitchers, sponges, 
water balloons, buckets, and water guns. 
Suffice it to say we were all soaked within 
minutes! We enjoyed popcorn and candy while 
watching Now You See Me at Tuesday night’s 
Movie Night. Extra adults got involved on 
Wednesday afternoon to drive for our around-

town Scavenger Hunt. Thursday brought us 
together for Pizza & Video Games. Naturally, I 
was one of the first people to lose in our video 
game tournament! And on Friday night we got 
together one more time to have Night Games 
(like a lock-in without the full overnight), where 
we played Youth Group favorites Sardines, 
Goblin, and Murder in the Dark. 
 Overall, we had about 20 youth participate in 
the various events throughout the week. Many 
have already been a part of our group, but a 
handful are new 7th graders or friends of youth 
already involved. It turned out to be a fun way to 
kick off our new year of Youth Group! 
 Other fresh starts that are coming soon 
include Sunday School and Wednesday Night 
Family Groups. This coming Sunday, 
September 8, marks the beginning of a new 
year of Sunday School, with classes offered for 
children 6th grade and under. Children will be 
excused for their classes partway through the 
worship service and meet their parents in 
Centennial after worship. Wednesday, 
September 11, will be our start of Wednesday 
Night Family Groups, with dinner and age-

based groups for nursery, children, youth, and 
parents. 

 Even outside of our Young People’s 
Ministries, we’re seeing other church groups 
renewed again as well: Bible studies, all-church 
book study of Everybody Always, chancel choir, 
ministry teams, and more. 
 No matter what this next season holds for 
you, let it be refreshing and energizing.  
 “For those who hope in the Lord will renew 
their strength.” – Isaiah 40:31  

BIRTHDAY FIELD TRIP 

 DJ Ransdell is turning 80 on Friday, 
September 13th.  You are invited to join a 
field trip to Bothell for lunch at nearby 
McMenamins Restaurant.  We will van pool 
from the church at 9:00 am in order to catch the 
Clinton ferry.  Call Sue Eloph (360-914-7084) to 
reserve your spot. 

PRACTICALITY VS. RELIGION 

 During a recent ecumenical gathering, a 
secretary rushed in shouting, "The building is on 
fire!!!" 
 

 The METHODISTS gathered in the corner 
and prayed. 
 The BAPTISTS cried, "Where is the holy 
water?" 
 The QUAKERS quietly praised God for the 
blessings that fire brings. 
 The LUTHERANS posted a notice on the 
door declaring the fire was evil. 
 The ROMAN CATHOLICS passed the plate 
to cover the damage. 
 The JEWS posted symbols on the doors 
hoping the fire would pass. 
 The CONGREGATIONALISTS shouted, 
"Every man for himself!" 
 The FUNDAMENTALISTS proclaimed, "It's 
the vengeance of God!" 
 The EPISCOPALIANS formed a procession 
and marched out. 
 The CHRISTIAN SCIENTISTS concluded 
that there was no fire. 
 The PRESBYTERIANS appointed a 
chairperson who was to appoint a committee to 
look into the matter and submit a written report. 
 The SECRETARY grabbed the fire 
extinguisher and put the fire out. 
 

        - Author Unknown - 
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Sunday, September 8th 

  10:00 Worship 

  10:30 Children’s Sunday School 
  2:00 Cub Scouts 

Monday, September 9th 

  10:00 We Care Team 

  7:00 Church Team Meetings 

Tuesday, September 10th 

  8:00 OH Garden Club 

 10:00 Sisters of Scripture Small Group 

  12:30 Spin Café Cooking Team 

  6:00 Young Adult Group 

Wednesday, September 11th 

  10:00 Folding Team 

  6:00 Family Small Groups 

Thursday, September 12th 

  9:00 BLOOD DRIVE 

  11:30 Ladies Brown Bag Small Group 

  7:00 Next Generation Team Meeting 
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Our fall all-church study Everybody Always 
begins the week of September 15th, 
concluding the week of October 13th.  
Books will be available for purchase in 
Centennial Hall following worship on 

Sundays, the 8th and 15th. The $15 cost 
includes a book and study guide, and each 

session will include a video.  


