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MARINERS BASEBALL 

 Those of us who attended the 
game had a wonderful time of 
fellowship and enjoyed a big Win! 
 A special Thank You to Dave 
Russell for coordinating these trips the 

past few years. 
 Dave tells me he is ready to turn the ball 
over to someone else and asked me to put the 
word out.  The process begins in November and 
Dave is willing to share his knowledge with 
whoever volunteers.  Call him at 360-632-5776. 
 This annual event will not continue to 
happen if no one steps up to the plate. 

 

POST-VBS CELEBRATION 

     Sunday, August 11th, all 
volunteers, participants and their 
families will be invited to join us 
in worship as we celebrate the 
memories and energy of our 

Vacation Bible School. 
     When you see these new faces, please be 
sure to extend a warm FUMC welcome and 
share God’s love with our special guests. 

FAREWELL STINA 

     We will have a Cake & Card Party for Stina 
Queeno, our beloved Director of Music & 
Worship Arts, Sunday, August 11th after 
worship. This will be Stina's last Sunday with us 
so plan on sending her off with your blessings! 
There will be a basket available in Centennial 
Hall for cards and well-wishes for her. Please 
join us in celebrating Stina's ministry here. 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 

     We will be celebrating the life of Verne 
Robinson on Wednesday, August 14th at 
2:00, followed by a reception in Centennial Hall.      

MEN’S DISCIPLESHIP 

 Saturday Men’s Discipleship 
Coffee and Conversation group will 
be starting “Experiencing God” 
(revised and expanded edition) 
beginning Saturday, August 
10th, at 7:00 am at the west 
Whidbey Coffee by Wendy’s. We 
meet weekly for one hour and will discuss one 
chapter per week. All men are welcome to join 
us. The book is available for order through His 
Place, our local Christian book store, for $10.99 
plus tax, and can be ordered and received the 
following day.  It is also available at Amazon. 



IN NEED OF PRAYER 

PRAYER CHAIN:  Rose Vance, 360-929-2211 
(Please make note of new contact)  

 

LISA BAIN & FAMILY - Father, Verne 
 Robinson passed away July 25th.   
FAMILY & FRIENDS OF GRACE HORN - 
 Grace, a long time church member, passed 
 away August 1st following an extended 
 illness.  

JACQUI LANDRY - Health Concerns 

MILLY McWILLIAMS - at Home Place.  Please 
 call Larry McWilliams prior to visiting, 360-

 969-0239. 
PHIL WENDLING – at Ashley Gardens in Mt. 
 Vernon. 
MARLENE JONES - at Harbor Care. 
BETTY ANN ROBBINS – at Harbor Care. 
DONNA APPERSON – at Harbor Care. 
CASSIE HICKEY - at Welcome Home Care 
 Center. 

BIRTHDAys 
Aug 25  Art Morris 

Aug 27  Maxx Jones 

Aug 28  Mark Vance 

   Barb Veitch 

Aug 31  Bette Kohlenberger 
   Christina Queeno 

 

SUSPENDED 
ANIMATION AROUND 

THE CORNER! 
 

 When Paul spoke of waiting to be adopted as 
children of God, he said, “But if we hope for what 
we do not yet have, we wait for it 
patiently” (Romans 8:25 NIV). Beginning August 
13th, we will say goodbye to Stina Queeno, our 
Director of Music and Worship Arts. After two-and
-a-half years among us, she is bidding us farewell 
for a brand new chapter in her life, and we send 
her off with our love, appreciation and prayers for 
a fantastic new season. 
 This will mark the beginning of our “wait for it 
patiently” period as we await the arrival of our 
next worship leader. This time can often feel like 
the suspended animation of letting go of one bar 
and getting ready to take hold of another (as the 
picture above indicates). Trust, faith, risk, courage 
and vulnerability are all features of this transition 
time for everyone involved. 
 What is true for a trapeze artist is also true for 
our congregation as we seek to bridge the time 
between Stina’s leaving and the arrival of a new 
worship director. With Lisa as our continuing 
music staff anchor, and our praise team singers 
and instrumentalists, we will find our way forward 
together! SPPR has finished one round of 
applications and has not yet procured a candidate 
to come out for a candidate weekend. Advertising 
will continue for two more weeks and another 
round of culling applications will ensue.  
 We invite the church to be prayerful in this 
time for our search process. We also invite you to 
be supportive and grateful for our anchoring 
worship team members who will carry the day in 
the absence of a departmental leader. Churches 
are always stronger when lay people rally around 
ministry and don’t depend solely upon a paid staff 
member.  
 We may have to keep Chancel Choir on hold 
until a new leader is on board, but we will see this 
as an experimental time to see how we can make 
a joyful noise to the Lord in some different ways 
than we have been accustomed to each week. 
 Thank you so much for your loving kindness, 
prayers, patience and hopeful expectancy as we 
await the provision of our Father in Heaven to 
shower us with our next musical blessing! 
 Together, all things are possible! 

THANK YOU 

 A big thank you for all the lovely and funny 
cards mailed to me for my 89th birthday from my 
church and Emmaus family. Blessings to you all. 
       Joyce Tighe 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY THANK YOU 

 Thank you to everyone who provided food 
items for the Help House during our special 
Christmas in July food drive.  Also, thank you to 
the Mission Committee members who helped 
with the tree and getting the food over to Help 
House.   Dave Cecka and Cheryl Toner made 
sure this was handled each week and your 
participation is greatly appreciated. 



RESET 

 It’s my final article for the 
Twin flames and my final couple 
of weeks at OHFUMC. As we 
enter this sermon series titled 

“Reset,” I find my heart and my life overdue for 
a time to step aside and take time to heal and 
focus on God. I also feel like I need to be honest 
with you about the current state of my heart. 
 Five months ago, I gave notice to SPPR and 
wrote an article which unfortunately gave some 
of you the impression that I am leaving to be a 
home maker. That is an honorable vocation 
many of you had the privilege of holding, but 
today’s economy does not afford my family this 
luxury.  
 For 2 ½ years I have been your worship 
director. As much as I have enjoyed serving you 
and thought that I had finally landed in the 
sweet spot of my dream vocation, behind the 
scenes I have struggled to provide for my family 
while giving much of my time and energy to this 
church. Add to that the challenges to meet the 
musical preferences of an aging church and 
trying to gently encourage you to embrace new 
music while receiving complaints if I did too 
much new, or not enough new, I am burned out.   
 To be clear: I am leaving because I am 
burned out. I am tired of scraping by.  I am tired 
of giving all my time and energy to a job while 
struggling as a single mother to provide for my 
family.  
 I need a break. I need to reset. I have grown 
to love many of you and I wish the best for your 
future, but I need to go, and it has been very 
hard these past 5 months hearing some of you 
talk about how I’m leaving to be an at-home 
mom when that is the farthest thing from the 
truth.   
 I am leaving to find work that comes with a 
retirement plan and health insurance for my 
entire family.  I am leaving to find a job that I 
can leave at the office.  I love God and I love to 
worship God, but I have become increasingly 
angry.   
 I have become angry at the church’s 
reluctance to learn new music. When I was 
hired, I thought this church wanted to add new 
music to its repertoire of favorite hymns. I 
quickly learned that most of you wanted to sing 
the songs you already know. It took me two 
years, a few failed attempts and a few people 
leaving the praise band before we were able to 
sing new music on communion Sundays. I hope  

you will continue singing the new songs we 
have introduced recently.  I hope you will ask 
the youth what their favorite songs are and add 
their songs to your rich heritage of hymns.  
 I have become angry at my inability to 
provide for my children on my own, plus the 
time constraints which make it impossible to fit 
in a second job even if I wanted to. I have relied 
on my tax return to supplement my monthly 
income and more recently, on my fiancé’s help 
to heat my home throughout the winter and buy 
food.  
 We don’t know where we will go to worship 
next. OHFUMC has an important decision to 
make. Either way you choose will be difficult. By 
delaying your choice, you remain a vague 
church and people do not know if your doors are 
open to the LGBTQ community without 
judgement, or if you align your beliefs with the 
vote of the international UMC. For now, your 
staff is peacefully and respectfully divided, but a 
decision must be made.  
 I wish you all blessings for your future and 
wisdom in following and embracing the things 
God wants you to follow and embrace so that 
you, as the church of Christ, can be a blessing 
to the world, making new disciples of Christ.  If 
you desire change, I hope you will embrace 
your next worship leader and give him or her 
more freedom to introduce new songs or new 
worship formats without grumbling and 
complaining and requesting to go back to the 
way we used to do it.  Let them do their job.  Let 
them lead you in worship.  Let them challenge 
you to sing new songs in new ways. I hope that 
you will let God out of the box and embrace the 
free movement of the Holy Spirit in your 
expression of worship. I hope that whatever you 
do, it will be for the glory of our Lord.  

Fair Winds & 
Following Seas 
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Sunday, August 11th 

  10:00 Worship 

  10:30 Children’s Story Time 

  11:30 Reception for Stina Queeno 

Monday, August 12th 

  10:00 We Care Team 

Tuesday, August 13th 

  10:00 Sisters of Scripture Small Group 

  12:30 Spin Café Cooking Team 

  6:00 Young Adult Group 

Wednesday, August 14th 

  2:00 Memorial Service-Verne Robinson 

Thursday, August 15th 

  12:30 Spin Café Cooking Team 

  7:00 Next Generation Team Meeting 

Sunday, August 18th 

  10:00 Worship 

  10:30 Children’s Story Time  
Monday, August 19th 

 10:00 We Care Team 

Tuesday, August 20th  

  10:00 Sisters of Scripture 

  12:30 Spin Café Cooking Team 

  6:00 Young Adult Group 

Wednesday, August 21st 
  10:00 Folding Team 

Thursday, August 22nd 

  12:30 Spin Café Cooking Team 

  1:00 Small Group Team Meeting 

  7:00 Next Generation Team Meeting 
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All-Church Picnic 
August 28th at 5:45 

Windjammer Park 
East Kitchen A 

 

Hosts Needed 

 

Bring a dish to share, tableware, beverage 

and a lawn chair 


