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IMPORTANT EMAIL ADDRESSES 

Please make a note of our church email 
addresses.  Mail sent to other address may not 
reach us. 

Main Email Address 

office@oakharborfumc.org 

Pastor David 

david@oakharborfumc.org  
Erin – Young People’s Ministries 

erin@oakharborfumc.org  
Sebastian – Music & Worship Ministries 

sebastian@oakharborfumc.org  
Sandy – Bookkeeper 

finance@oakharborfumc.org  
Daisy – Custodian 

custodian@oakharborfumc.org 

SAMARITAN’S PURSE  
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD   

 Over the years OHFUMC has strongly 
supported the Operation Christmas Child (OCC) 
shoe box gifts program.  Filling a shoe box is 
fun and an excellent family project, providing 
children the opportunity to think about and share 
with others less fortunate than themselves.  
Children can work together on a box or choose 
to each do a box for a child of their own sex 
and/or age.   
 OCC brochures are available at the 
Welcome Counter and you are welcome to call 
Karen Pasewark at 675-1936 for more informa-

tion.  This year, our box turn-in day and group 
packing party will be Sunday afternoon, 
November 10.  (Volunteers, please mark your 
calendars!)  If any of you have bought new 
athletic shoes or boots lately, we are still short 6 
- 7 large/deep cardboard shoeboxes for deflated 
soccer balls and pumps,  

INTERIM MUSIC & WORSHIP 

 SCHEDULE 

     Beginning October 1st, exciting changes are 
coming to our Music Ministry.  If you are 
interested in joining any of these groups and 
have questions, please contact Sebastian 
Serrano at 269-815-6018. 
 

Tuesday  
 7:00 pm PRAISE BAND 

 

Wednesday  
 6:30 pm CHILDREN CHIMES 

 7:30 pm YOUTH BAND 

 

Thursday 

 6:00 pm CHANCEL CHOIR 

 7:30 pm HANDBELL CHOIR 

PARSONAGE 
OPEN HOUSE 

 You are invited 
to stop by the 
Parsonage next 
door (1000 SE 

Ireland St) for refreshments and a tour of Pastor 
David, Cara, and Jackson’s home following 
worship on Sunday, October 20th, between 
11:30 and 1:00. 



“God made you  
Alive with Christ” 

   Colossians 2:13b 

 

 When’s the last time 
you felt truly “Alive?” In a fascinating interview 
with Eugene Peterson, author of The Message 
Bible translation, the Discipleship Journal was 
asking him, “What keeps your relationship with 
God alive?”  The question immediately drew me 
into thinking about my own relationship with 
God. How do I “stay alive” in a relationship 
where (in this frantic and frazzled world) the 
devil is chasing me, my schedule is demanding 
on me, my family is trying my patience, my pace 
can be exhausting and everyone and everything 
wants a piece of me! Sound familiar?   
 Peterson had some very important thoughts 
for us. His response to their question was, “The 
short answer is God.”  You wouldn’t necessarily 
think that a world renowned and highly 
educated theologian and scholar would be able 
to contain his thoughts in so few words. Truth is, 
there’s something very liberating about that 
thought. While Christian disciplines are 
extremely important, and the practice of daily 
habits that cultivate our attention and loyal focus 
on Godward thoughts and desires, sometimes 
our discipleship culture can reverse our sense 
of God’s hot pursuit.   
 Peterson came to the realization that “He 
[God] was a lot more interested in my 
relationship with Him than I was. I relaxed. I 
began to cultivate quiet listening and ordinary 
obedience.”  If we could only live more with the 
vision that God is the initiator and sustainer and 
not the “grader.” What a beautiful vision to see 
that God wants the ordinary out of us; the bread
-and-butter life that (short of fanfare) shows up 
every day and stays in connection with our 
Father. God has asked us for a relationship, not 
a performance.   
 Ironically, and paradoxically, Peterson says, 
“The less interested I became in ‘keeping my 
relationship with God alive’ [i.e. – producing 
aliveness], the more I was able to notice and 
participate in what God was doing to keep me in 
relationship with Him.”  When God is directing 
the relationship, Paul says we are “made alive 
with Christ” (Colossians 2:13). When we are at 
the helm, the harder we try, apparently the more 
messed up we become. Turns out that simplicity 
is a good thing! 
 One of the most important relationships we 
will need to nurture through our life is also one  

of the most difficult to handle on a consistent 
basis. The good thing is we don’t have to be the 
producers. We need to open our eyes and hearts 
to the rhythms of God’s grace among us; through 
voices, life stages, circumstances, scriptural 
musings and conversations with our Lord. In the 
end, a little rest just might be the accelerator 
we’ve all needed for safe passage to deeper 
waters. It seems to me that is the only place you 
and I will find the big catch that God has in store 
for us: "Put out into deep water, and let down the 
nets for a catch”  - Jesus (Luke 5:4 NIV). 
 As we journey through the Ten Command-

ments this fall, please remember that God is 
calling us to rest in His accomplished work for our 
lives. Grace and favor from heaven is not a 
burden to produce but a blessing to receive and a 
freedom to rejoice over. We were created to be 
ALIVE and not merely SURVIVE. May you feel 
the sacred rhythms of heaven drawing you into 
rest and gratitude. 
 We are all His beloved! 

IN NEED OF PRAYER 

PRAYER CHAIN:  Rose Vance, 360-929-2211  
 

ALENE BERTRAN - Undergoing chemo in 

 Arizona.   
JACQUI LANDRY - Health Concerns 

MILLY McWILLIAMS - at Home Place.   
PHIL WENDLING – at Ashley Gardens in Mt. 
 Vernon. 
MARLENE JONES - at Harbor Care. 
BETTY ANN ROBBINS – at Harbor Care. 
DONNA APPERSON – at Harbor Care. 
CASSIE HICKEY - at Welcome Home Care 
 Center. 

HAPPY BirthdayHAPPY BirthdayHAPPY BirthdayHAPPY Birthday    
Oct 13 Marlene Jones 

Oct 14 Shirley Westefeldt 
   Mary Morgan 

   Emma Ritter 
Oct 22 Kathy Doll 
Oct 23 Debbie Wallin 



Hola! 
 I can’t believe I’ve been 
in Oak Harbor for over a 
week already! I must 
confess that I have never 
moved to a new place that 
felt like home so quickly. 
Every card, welcoming 
message, and sincere 

prayer have touched my heart in a sweet 
manner. All I want is to hope and pray for our 
relationship to continue growing in Christ. 
 As I start to transition into this new position 
of leadership and service, I’d love to get to know 
each of you better and learn from your 
experiences and the time you have dedicated 
your talents in this church. I’m sure God has 
used you in special ways through the journey of 
faith. So, please come see me at my office; my 
door is always open for you, your stories and 
your suggestions. 
 I’m very happy and impressed to find a 
church that is so participative with the diverse 
activities developed by each church ministry. I 
feel challenged and committed to prepare 
myself in the best way possible and contribute 
to the multidimensional growth of each member. 
 I’m eager to start working with the different 
music groups, worship teams, and the new 
projects that involve the Children and Youth. 
This last one is particularly special to me, not 
only because I’m a young adult, but also 
because I believe in the power of these 
generations. It is so important to nurture the 
legacies that will keep the flame of God’s 
message alive in a chaotic world that moves 
away from Him faster and faster. 
 I encourage you to continue supporting 
every one of God’s ministries with all of your-
self, your life, and your testimony. It has 
impacted me deeply, and it will surely do the 
same for others. 
 Not ten, not five, or even three years ago, 
would I have imagined myself where I am now. 
Many times I run out of words to express how 
surprised and thankful I am with God for the 
strange but amazing ways He has led my path. 
 When I received the first response to my job 
application from Pastor David Parker, I knew it 
was something special, fully intentional, and 
purposeful. Soon after, I was able to hear God’s 
encouraging voice to follow this road.  
 Accepting the call to come to Oak Harbor 
represents the beginning of a personal journey 
back to where I started, like a boomerang!  

 As a pastor’s kid, I grew up understanding 
and living the purpose of our mission every day, 
whether it meant accompanying my father on 
long hikes to get to some of the smaller 
churches that were in the jungle among the 
indigenous people, or being a leader for our 
version of “the cub club.”  
 And now, I have the unique privilege to 
continue developing my talents and professional 
career in God’s ministry! I can’t wait to continue 
doing so for the rest of my life! 
 Like a boomerang, I’m returning to the hands 
of the expert to be polished. Like a boomerang, 
I want to be used skillfully and with precision in 
His ministry. But I can’t do it by myself, only 
“with God’s help and the enthusiasm of God’s 
people.” 
 Thank you for all your love and support! 
 I look forward to continuing the journey with 
Jesus, his beloved children, and lots of music! 
 If you’re interested in being part of any of our 
musical ministries: Chancel Choir, Handbell 
Choir, Praise Band, Children's Chimes or Youth 
Band, just remember that all you need is 
yourself, a friend (if you don’t have one, we will 
assign you one-Just Kidding), and a spirit to 
learn, share, engage, praise, and enjoy! IT’S 
THAT SIMPLE! 
 And if you don’t feel like you want to ring 
some bells or play any other instrument, you 
can’t escape from music, sorry. God made us all 
musical and with the sensitivity to connect with 
Him through praise. 
 Like David said, “Make a joyful noise unto 
the Lord.” We’ll explore these ideas next time. 
 Until then! 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

 All Stephen Ministers, past and present, are 
invited to our next Peer Group Supervision and 
Continuing Education meeting on Sunday, 
October 13th from 1:00 - 2:30 downstairs in 
the library. We will be reviewing Modules 5 and 
6 from the Stephen Ministry Training 
Manual about process versus results and 
assertiveness. If you have any questions, 
please contact Linda Rider at 360-675-8475 or 
knlrider@whidbey.net. 
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Sunday, October 6th—COMMUNION 

 10:00 Worship 

 10:30 Children’s Sunday School 
 2:00 Cub Scouts 

 5:00 Community Chorus Rehearsal 
Monday, October 7th 

 7:00 Church Council Meeting 

Tuesday, October 8th 

 8:00 OH Garden Club 

 6:15 Young Adult Group 

 7:00 Praise Team Practice 

Wednesday, October 9th 

 6:00 Family Small Groups 

Thursday, October 10th 

 12:30 Spin Café Cooking Team 

 6:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 7:30 Bell Choir Practice 

Saturday, October 12th 

 9:30 AAUW Luncheon 

Sunday, October 13th 

 10:00 Worship 

 10:30 Children’s Sunday School 
 1:00 Stephen Ministers Training 

 2:00 Cub Scouts 

 5:00 Community Chorus Rehearsal 
Monday, October 14th 

 7:00 Church Team Meetings 

Tuesday, October 15th 

 12:30 Spin Café Cooking Team 

 6:15 Young Adult Group 

 7:00 Praise Team Practice 

Wednesday, October 16th 

 6:00 Family Small Groups 

Thursday, October 17th 

 6:00 League of Women Voters Forum 

 6:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 7:30 Bell Choir Practice 
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MONDAY 
 6:00 Moving Words Small Group 

 

TUESDAY 
 10:00 Sisters of Scripture Small Group 

 1:00 Lydia Ladies Small Group 

 6:15 Young Adult Group 

 

 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 10:00 Agape Small Group 

 3:00 Deeply Rooted Small Groups 

 6:00 Family Small Groups (all ages) 
 

THURSDAY 
 11:30 Brown Bag Ladies 

 

SATURDAY 
 8:30 Men’s Small Group 

 Are you looking to connect with other adults for a time 
of Bible study and fellowship?  Chances are that we have 
a Small Group just right for you. 
 Call Ginger Opdyke at 360-679-9071 or Dave Williams 
at 360-675-8856 for more information about joining or 
starting a Small Group. (To arrange for child care, call the 
church office at 360-675-2441.) 


