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Act Justly, Love Mercy, and Walk Humbly with God (Micah 6:8, NIV) 

Twin 
      Flames 

“I was not disobedient to the 
heavenly vision” 

    Acts 26:19 ESV 

 
 When Paul became a follower of Jesus 
Christ, he followed through on the vision that 
God had given him. God had asked Paul to 
become an emissary for His kingdom. He wanted 
him to spend the rest of his life as a witness to 
the saving grace of Jesus Christ. Paul was being 
sent by God to “open their eyes and turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan to God” (Acts 26:18a). Vision faithfulness 
leads to life fruitfulness. Following through on 
what God has asked of us is labeled as 
“obedience” in the scripture. It is the pathway for 
favor and blessing to be poured out upon our 
lives. So how will we learn to see and live in this 
manner?  
 Paul had a special prayer he prayed over 
Christ followers so we could participate in this 
way of living. “I pray that your hearts will be 
flooded with light so that you can see something 
of the future he has called you to share”  
(Ephesians 1:18 TLB). All of us have a future that 
God wants us to share generously with the world. 
What will your contribution be? Maybe it will be 
mentoring and raising up young people to be 
strong, confident, vetted and affirmed. Maybe it 
will be wisdom through teaching and 
relationships as you seek to impart love, 
friendship, encouragement and guidance to 
those still wandering. Maybe it will be a listening 
ear and praying spirit as you accompany people 

significant life passages. Maybe it will be through 
your words, your time, your physical service, your 
financial giving, your spiritual prayers or your 
calendared commitments and participation.  
 God has given our church family a wonderful 
vision to chase after and fulfill. We crafted this 
together as a congregation, by the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, just shortly after I came in 2016. 
Our vision statement says: We want to be a 
loving and life-giving family, a healing community, 
and a Christ-centered congregation. To be 
“loving,” as Jesus spoke, is to be deferential 
(helping others first), to be sacrificial (giving over 
to bless others), and affirmational (validating the 
dignity and humanity of every human life). To be 
a life-giving family means we give life away to 
others! We bless, benefit, build up and 
encourage people on their walk through life. To 
be a healing community is to bring heaven’s 
wellness into earth’s illness. Helping people step 
into “The life that is truly life” (1 Timothy 6:19) is 
what a healing family does. Only life in Jesus is 
the life that makes us whole and well. Finally, to 
be a Christ-centered congregation is to be all 
about Jesus! When we entrust our future into his 
provision and protection; when we re-orient our 
purpose for living, and our penchant for pleasure, 
around His fulfilling and liberating grace, 
everything changes. We become new.  
Please join me in dreaming and living this vision! 
 All hands on deck! 



 As I write this 
month’s article, I’ve 
just gotten home from 
12 days of vacation. 
On Christmas day I 
flew to Kansas City to 
be with my sister 
Kristin, her family, 

and our parents. I went back to Wichita with my 
parents on the 28th for several days. Then, on 
January 3rd, Kristin and I flew to Washington, 
DC to spend time with our other sister and 
brother-in-law, Alissa and Ben. 
 With the approach of the New Year, I saw 
many social media posts about a word that 
individuals would focus on in 2020. I haven’t 
necessarily picked a word for this entire year, 
but I was reflecting on my vacation and felt that 
a good word for my time away is 
PERSPECTIVE. Here are some highlights: 
 
Parties & Celebrations – I spent New Year’s 
Eve in Wichita at a party hosted by one of my 
best friends from college who I also lived with 
for several years. I got to see a few other 
familiar faces, as well as connect with new 
people. In Washington, DC, we attended a 
baby shower for Alissa, Ben, and their son who 
is expected to arrive in March. 
Encouragement – While 2019 was overall a 
good year, it also had its personal and 
professional challenges for me. Being in the 
presence of lots of family and old friends 
offered some much-needed encouragement 
heading into a new year. 
Rest – Time that is less scheduled meant 
opportunities for sleeping in and taking naps.  
Space – It’s always great to have some time 
away from work where you don’t have to stay 
updated on emails and can mentally check out 
from your responsibilities for a bit, knowing 
things are under control. (Special thanks to my 
colleagues, both staff and volunteer, who cover 
for me when I’m gone!) 
Play – My family and several of my friends 
really enjoy playing games. I enjoyed playing a 
lot of board games, card games, party games, 
and more. 
Eating out – I love eating out any time, but I 
especially love revisiting my old favorites when 
I’m back in Wichita.  
Conversations – Reconnecting with loved 
ones brought many meaningful conversations,  

from updates on families and careers to sharing 
about our low and high points. 
Travel – I enjoy traveling during my time off, 
especially because it helps to create that space 
that I already mentioned, literally and tangibly. 
Obviously, I got to do quite a bit of traveling this 
time! 
Indulgent – Both good and bad, I had the 
chance to be indulgent. Whether shopping, 
eating, relaxing, or spending time with loved 
ones, I generally got to do whatever I wanted to 
do most days. 
Variance from routine – This goes along with 
several of the others, but being able to vary 
from my routine helps provide rest, space, and 
perspective. 
Elephants – Well, perspective has a lot of E’s, 
so this final one gets to highlight one of my 
favorite things: elephants! A few years ago, the 
Sedgwick County Zoo added an amazing new 
elephant exhibit. Their old one was cramped 
and only had room for two elephants. The new 
one is expansive and offers a lot more terrain 
and interactive elements for the animals, plus 
they can now house many more. Kristin and I 
got to take my nephew and niece to the zoo one 
day to see lots of animals.  
 
 With these vacation experiences offering 
fresh perspectives on both my personal and 
work life, I’m ready to jump in to what 2020 has 
to offer. The year is sure to bring many familiar 
experiences, as well as some new ones. We’re 
preparing for a youth mission trip to the east 
coast, it’s time to start thinking about VBS, the 
youth have plans to lead two Youth Sundays (in 
February & June), our church building continues 
to be updated and improved, it may be time to 
restructure our Sunday School program, and 
much more. 
 In the wise words of Albus Dumbledore, “let 
us step into the night and pursue that flighty 
temptress, adventure.” As this year takes off, I 
welcome your prayers that I remain motivated, 
have creativity, embrace growth, and 
experience adventure. I’ll be praying that God’s 
abundance will flourish in your lives as well. 



Happy New Year! 
 I have been very blessed with 
celebrating the many 
accomplishments of 2019 and 
receive the new year in Oak 
Harbor. This church family 
continues to surprise me with the 

many special gifts, delicious holiday meals and 
the most delicious homemade cookies I have 
had. But above all, seeing genuine smiles and 
meaningful interactions continues to stir my heart. 
 As we work to get more connected with our 
community, I truly look forward to continue 
sharing motivating ideas about my perceptions of 
diverse worship philosophies, personal 
meaningful life experiences, updates of our 
worship and music ministries, and interesting 
facts about music in different parts of the world.  
For instance! Did you know that Colombia is 
known as “The Land of a Thousand Rhythms”? 
There is an immense diversity across the 
territory, and the results of these interactions is a 
rich pallet of folk rhythms. The diversity in these 
musical expressions can be seen as the result of 
a mixture of African, native Indigenous, and 
European (especially Spanish) influences, as well 
as more modern American. 
 Growing up in Colombia gave me the privilege 
of being exposed to a wide variety of art 
expressions, some of it very raw and innate. It 
also consolidated my curiosity for music at a very 
early age, shaped my musical and creative roots, 
and helped me understand a universal concept of 
music as a language: there isn’t a better rhythm 
or style; they all are different.  
Do you think music styles matter in Worship? 
Stay tuned! 
 In other news, our music groups are ready to 
start 2020. We have a lot of good music, 
enjoyable activities and wonderful rehearsal time 
aligned for these upcoming months. So, if you are 
interested or know of someone who would enjoy 
being part of our gorgeous Chancel Choir, 
wonderful Praise Ringers, or extraordinary 
Amplified: Youth Band, please don’t hesitate to 
invite them. I will happily welcome them. 
 Now, if you think you are not musically 
inclined, I encourage you to come and be part of 
the musical fellowships. You don’t have to 
actively participate but enjoy our rehearsal time, 
learn how music is put together, how and why 
conductors move their hands, or sing along with 
our youth band. 

 Lastly, I want to invite everyone to follow us 
on social media and interact with our online 
platforms through comments, likes, and shares. 
We would like to increase our presence on the 
web and make an impact in the life of more than 
90% of our population. 
 We have Facebook, Instagram, we can be 
found on Google, and our brand new website 
has a lot of features, including in the Music and 
Worship page.  
 As we welcome a new decade in our lives, 
may the Lord continue giving us the desire to 
praise Him with all we have, our lives, our 
voices, our spirits, our actions!  
 May He give us the consistent assurance of 
His love and power. 

 Denominational change and restructure has 
been in the air a long time. A new, bipartisan 
proposal for a restructure into two churches 
after May 2020 has just been released for public 
consideration. For more information about this 
new development within the United Methodist 
church, please check out these two links: 
 
UM News: https://www.umnews.org/en/news/
diverse-leaders-group-offers-separation-plan 
 
Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace through 
Separation:  https://cdnsc.umc.org/-/media/umc-
media/2020/01/03/15/48/Protocol-of-
Reconciliation-and-Grace-through-Separation 
 
 I trust and believe that God will show us the 
way forward and what is best for this corporate 
family in the larger life of our community in Oak 
Harbor. I’m excited to posture this church for 
vital growth and ministry outreach into the 
future. This is a significant church with an 
indelible imprint upon our community. There is 
much to be done for Christ’s kingdom even to 
this day. Processes will be put in place to help 
each local church find their way forward into 
their aligned future. Believe good things with me 
that our church will be strong, intentional, and 
vibrant in its ministry, no matter which direction 
we choose to head.  
        Pastor David  
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FUMC Family Welcomes Haven 
Guests! 

“He welcomed them and spoke to 
them about the kingdom of God, and 
healed those who needed healing” 

       Luke 9:11 
 

 First United Methodist Church will once 
again be welcoming and playing host to The 
Haven, Oak Harbor’s emergency overnight 
homeless shelter. While using church facilities is 
a temporary and inconvenient approach (for 
them and us), it does provide us with a unique 
opportunity to showcase one of our core values: 
Radical Hospitality!  
 While the family of God is called to express 
Philadelphia (Greek for “brotherly love”), we are 
also called to practice and express Philoxenia 
(Greek for “love of foreigners or strangers”) as 
Paul admonished us in Romans 12:13 when he 
said: “Practice hospitality.”  
 When The Haven starts at our church on 
February 1st they will be mostly invisible. Many 
of you will not know they have even been here. 
Occasionally, our paths will cross at evening 
church programs or meetings. Unless you arrive 
at church at 6:30 am or 7:00 am, you will miss 
their departure. Receiving people well onto our 
campus is so important (Sunday or not).  
 I hope you will join me in popping in (from 
time to time) on these special guests. Bring a 
plate of cookies and spend 30 minutes or an 
hour some night getting acquainted at the tables 
in Centennial Hall. Expect the sacred. Expect to 
sit with Jesus for a spell and see the family that 
he hung out with, loved, welcomed, spoke with, 
healed and died for. Strangers become friends 
over conversation and laughter, cookies and 
stories! 
 Be Welcoming! Be Loving! Be Jesus! 
         Pastor David  

Christmas Eve Celebrations 
 
 Our recent Christmas Eve services were two 
uniquely different, beautiful celebrations of 
Jesus’ birth. Our 5:00 Family Service featured 
several youth in worship leadership, children in 
the play Christmas Letters imagining what it 
would be like to write to and receive letters from 
the nativity characters, children playing chimes, 
youth leading music, and a message from 
Pastor David about a “Backstage Reunion”. 
 The 8:00 Candlelight Service was full of 
glorious music with the Praise Ringers Bell 
Choir, Chancel Choir, organ, and some solo and 
small ensemble features. Pastor David shared 
the same message of how God brings the 
unexpected together in miraculous ways. Each 
service concluded with the traditional lighting of 
candles and singing Silent Night. 
 Both services also included a benevolence 
offering that benefited Heifer International. In 
total, $1,590 was raised, which is enough to 
purchase one heifer, a mating pair of alpacas, a 
water buffalo, a sheep, a goat, a pig, a trio of 
rabbits, a hive of honeybees, a flock of chicks, a 
flock of ducks, and a flock of geese to help 
people in need around the world. Heifer will 
provide appropriate livestock, training, and 
related services to communities of small-scale 
farmers worldwide. 


