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Act Justly, Love Mercy, and Walk Humbly with God (Micah 6:8, NIV) 

Twin 
      Flames 

WHILE YOU’VE BEEN AWAY... 
A report of progress on our church’s “Next 
Generation” audio/video upgrade project 

 
 Although our church building is still and quiet 
without all of you in attendance, these are 
exciting times in the life of our church.  Since 
the Church Council’s approval of our A/V 
upgrade project on June 22nd, the A/V team 
and our contractors have been making steady 
progress toward completion of the work 
necessary to give us greatly improved 
capabilities in the areas of lighting, sound, video 
presentation and streaming of services and 
other church events.  Our partners in this effort 
are our contractors, New Sound, LLC and 
Central Electric of Coupeville. 
 At present, there is a sign outside the church 
entrance that declares the building to be a 
construction zone and, in fact, if you visited 
there, you would find open walls in the 
sanctuary, obvious blank spots where 
equipment has been removed, and ladders and 
construction material all around.  In Centennial 
Hall, there are also holes in the walls, lifted 
ceiling tiles, stacks of equipment (both old and 
new), ladders and tools. 
 Progress to date has been a voyage of 
discovery, as we have worked to identify what 
circuit breakers control different power runs,  

and the best routes to take to run new power 
and control cables.  Many of the solutions have 
been easier than we expected, and it appears 
the  
electrician’s work will be essentially completed 
this week.  Beginning Wednesday August 5th, 
Josh Odeneal and Ryan Nowicki, of New 
Sound, will start the installation of new 
components.   
 Despite steady progress, we are not able to 
forecast a near-term completion date because 
of the impacts of Covid on parts availability and 
shipping.  Many components of our project are 
back ordered, some until the end of September.  
These include such items as speakers, 
cameras and some data cards that are required 
for integration of the system. 
 A special thanks to all who have worked to 
make this long-envisioned upgrade come to life, 
including Bob Wallin, Dave Cecka and his sons, 
Nate and Parker, Ross Mordhorst, Tony 
Bartley, Phil Hunsberger, Dave Williams, Pastor 
David and, of course, Sebastian and Erin.  
Even though Sebastian is not able to actively 
work on the project at present, his input was 
key in the many months of planning that 
preceded commencement of work. 
 We are very excited at the prospect of 
presenting the final product to you, our 
congregation, and pray that we will soon be 
able to enjoy it together.  We will provide 
updates to you in the weeks ahead. 
       Dave Williams, 
       Project Manager 
 



 Refocus on Jesus and study His word for us 

 Hope for strength, God’s moving and his companionship 

 “Strive” to be a better version of myself 

 Trust in the goodness of people. Humility ~ give me a 
humble heart, Lord 

 Help me to reflect Jesus in all His children 

 I hope to have a clearer understanding of Lent, and for 
God to forgive my sins these past weeks 

 More focus on the Lord and help me to live life your way 
Jesus. Thanks for what you have done on the cross for 
me, O Lord.  

 More love for each other, kindness 

 Faithfulness in time with God and casting out all doubts 
& obstacles to my faith 

 Focus on the important things. Don’t get caught doing 
things because others are doing it. Focus on what’s best 
for you 

 Positive affirmation with peers and coworkers 

 Sweeten my attitude towards others and come to peace 
with my life as it is today. Smile! 

 I will speak up more for those less fortunate around me 
and stay in the word more faithfully 

 Hope for all allowing differences I love 

 Reconciliation of our nations, compassion 

 Know Jesus is enough (belief that lives) 

 Hope – for our nation, politics, the world, corona virus, 
for me not to be so judging/critical. For the global UMC 
and for OHFUMC 

 Forgiveness – letting go of worry and giving it all to God 

 Patience and consideration of others’ feelings and 
needs 

 Focus, hope, love, giving, positive 

 Strength, patience, forgiveness, words of hope 

 Peace in my soul, hope for forgiveness, strength to 
carry on alone, but always with Jesus. 

 I hope that I will be happier in my new job. I hope that 
meeting my family (paternal) goes well 

 Compassion for others. Show love and understanding 

 Repent – ask for forgiveness and aim for pure heart and 
thoughts 

 Nothing can separate me from the love of God – God is 
love 

 Make a true, lasting connection with God. Open my 
heart and help me to step outside my lifelong sense of 
self 

 Listen to God’s message for me. Stay open to people to 
help them. To show more patience, love, and 
compassion towards my wife and all who I come in 
contact with 

 

God is not done with His people yet. Life has been 
hard and feels like its unraveling in many ways. 
Stay in the story and believe in a better tomorrow. 
Do something today to create beauty and nurture 
hope! 
 
“Ask and it will be given to you” (Luke 11:9), 

FIVE MONTHS LATER 
 

 I know it seems like 
forever, but on February 26, 
we gathered as a church to 
celebrate Ash Wednesday. 
Twenty-three weeks ago, 
many of us approached the 
cross at the front of the 

Sanctuary as we came forward to be “Ashed” and 
receive the mark and call to repentance. “For you 
are dust, and to dust you will return” (Genesis 
3:19). 
 I have been holding all of those sticky notes 
ever since and thought in the midst of this parlay-
zing and pernicious pandemic, we needed to 
remind ourselves of some Good News and Hopeful 
affirmations of what we look forward to in the 
coming year. I challenged us to write down words 
or phrases of hope and expectancy for the coming 
year, because, as Paul reminds us, “Hope does not 
disappoint” (Romans 5:5). Here is what 68 of you 
all brought to the cross in belief that God will meet 
us in our hard passages of life. 

 Vision 

 Build 

 Service 

 Humble myself unto the 
Lord 

 Respect and Faith 

 Compassion, Caring 

 Communicate 

 Joyful peace 

 Tolerance, focus, 
patience 

 National healing 

 Renewal 

 Vision & purpose & future 

 Hope, Readiness 

 Hope, strength , 
faithfulness 

 Patience about health 
concerns 

 Give privately 

 Peace 

 Loving 

 Love 

 Focus 

 Selflessness 

 Comfort, Joy 

 Patience, study, devotion 

 Restore relationships 

 Hope, love 

 Forgiveness 

 Respond 

 Trust his plan 

 Positivity attitude 

 The word study 

 More in his word 

 Faith 

 Reflection and clarity 

 See the good in others. 
Don’t judge 

 Hope, faith, love, service 

 Change for Christ 

 Sis 

 Strength 

 Peace, grace, love 

 God’s will be done 

 More in his word 

 Faith 

 Reflection and clarity 

 See the good in others. 
Don’t judge 

 Hope, faith, love, service 

 Change for Christ 

 Sis 

 Strength 

 Peace, grace, love 

 God’s will be done 
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WHICH CHARACTER ARE YOU? 
 
 Imagine your favorite book that tells a story. Is 
it a feel-good story? What are the characters like? 
Which character do you most identify with? 
 Many of you know I’m a big fan of Harry Potter. 
It’s a story about teenagers growing and learning, 
discovering evil in the world, and subsequently 
fighting that evil, all in the setting of witchcraft and 
wizardry. Since the Harry Potter books were 
released when I was a teenager, I felt like I grew 
up with the main characters, and therefore I 
identified with them. Two of my favorite female 
characters are Hermione Granger and Ginny 
Weasley. Hermione is brilliant, a loyal friend, and 
always strives to do the right thing. Ginny is 
strong, confident, and ready to jump into action. 
As I get older, I admire more and can identify with 
some of the adults in the series too, like Molly 
Weasley, who loves deeply and takes care of her 
family, or Minerva McGonagall, a very power-ful 
witch who has devoted her life to teaching youth. 
 You know who I never see myself as in this 
story? I never relate to Pansy Parkinson, a rude 
girl who blindly follows their school arch-nemesis, 
Draco Malfoy, in order to be a part of that “in” 
crowd. I don’t see myself as Bellatrix Lestrange, 
an unashamed murderer and devoted follower of 
the ultimate bad guy, Lord Voldemort. And heaven 
forbid I ever associate with Dolores Umbridge, the 
awful, unqualified teacher who is more concerned 
with image and politics than educating the 
students to equip them for life in the real world 
(many readers feel she is, in some ways, worse 
than Voldemort). 
 There is another well-known book of stories 
that is filled with history, action, moral dilemmas, 
and more. It’s called the Bible. Who is your 
favorite person in the Bible? Who do you most 
identify with? 
 Erna Kim Hackett, founder of a project to 
empower women of color called Liberated 
Together, says that white Christians in the US 
suffer from “Disney Princess Theology”. When 
watching a Disney movie, we like to see ourselves 
as the princess or hero. Similarly, when reading 
scripture, we see ourselves as the heroes of the 

stories. Hackett says, “they are Esther, never 
Xerxes or Haman. They are Peter, never Judas. 
They are the woman anointing Jesus, never the 
Pharisee. They are the Jews escaping slavery, 
never Egypt.” 
 This method of only seeing ourselves as the 
heroes is problematic because it makes us blind 
to issues of power and injustice. We are then 
not prepared to engage and discuss these 
matters, so they continue to be problems in our 
society. This is especially poignant right now 
regarding the racial unrest in our country. 
 So, how do we grow and learn? Start with 
those familiar stories: your favorite books or 
those in the Bible. Read them with a fresh 
perspective and consider the traits of all 
characters, both good and bad. Consider your 
actions and mindset. Are there ways that you 
relate to the hero? Are there ways that you 
relate to the villain? Probably both! Find the 
differences between the villains and the heroes 
and think about how the heroes got to where 
they are. Usually, it takes self-reflection, 
awareness of one’s character, hard work, and 
perseverance to become the person who is a 
model of goodness and justice. And it takes 
time. These things don’t happen overnight. To 
truly be a hero and model, this work will 
continue throughout your lifetime. 
 I’m striving to do this work. Will you join me?  


