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Act Justly, Love Mercy, and Walk Humbly with God (Micah 6:8, NIV) 

Twin 

      Flames 

A LAMENTATION 
FOR  

INHUMAN 
VIOLATIONS 

 

Grieve, mourn and wail.  
Change your laughter to mourning  

and your joy to gloom. 
James 4:9 

 

 There are so many reasons to be sad and 
lamenting in this Covid-19 season. Mass deaths 
and grave illness through this deadly virus; 
multiple millions unemployed; businesses 
declaring bankruptcy; social isolation; disruption 
of goods and services; selfish hoarding; 
vulnerable populations and demographic 
groups; ignoring accepted health practices for 
the good of all society. These are all causes and 
reasons for lamentation (grieving, mourning and 
wailing before God) as we seek hope, healing, 
justice and mercy for our nation and world. 
 Tragically, our world is sick in even more 
dangerous ways. As a white, privileged male, I 
lament the loss of two sacred human beings (in 
the midst of 360,000 to Covid-19). George 
Floyd, from Minneapolis, and Ahmaud Arbery, 
from Georgia. I don’t want their sacred lives to 
be lost in the larger Covid story. Once again, 
White male injustice has transpired in grave 
violation against African American males. One 
by police officers (George Floyd) and one by a 
vigilante father-son pair (Ahmaud Arbery).  
  

 These shocking and alarming events 
degrade the dignity of all human life. They keep 
us stuck in unjust patterns of racism, suspicion,  
prejudicial assumptions and societal tensions 
that destroy our corporate existence. When one 
human suffers, we all suffer (1 Corinthians 
12:26). May we never cease to confess our 
complacency and stand for human rights and 
dignity for all human beings. “The only thing 
necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men 
to do nothing” (Attributed to Edmund Burke).  
 Covid-19 should be for us a time to reinforce 
the importance of neighbor love and our mutual 
care and support for all people. It should be a 
time of deep and sobered reflection for the 
“haves” to share with the “have nots.” It should 
be a time to tenderize our hearts and humanize 
all stories. If I were a black male, I would 
certainly (and understandably) struggle with 
sobered concerns and cautious suspicions 
about my encounters with white males and 
police officers. This is a reality that should not 
be. May God save us and deliver us from this 
damning future.  



I SEE YOUR COLOR 

 It can be hard for today’s young people to 
recon-cile their experience of Christianity with 
that of their parents or grandparents. Our 
reality is that the world we live in today is just 
not the same as it was for past generations. 
In some aspects, that’s a good thing. Our 
culture and society have progressed in a lot 
of ways, but unfortunately digressed in 
others. One part of Christianity that many 
young people today relate to is a commitment 
to social justice. 
 As we have all seen on the news, and as 
Pastor David shared about in his article, racial 
injustice in our nation has horrifyingly come to 
a head. It’s impossible to watch the news or 
scroll through social media without seeing 
updates about it. Thankfully, my social media 
feeds feature a lot of support and allies 
working toward racial justice. Since I’m a 
white person who doesn’t share people of 
color’s racial experiences, I am grateful for 
the resources that help me be a better ally. 
 Today I want to share this post with you, 
in hopes that you also find it helpful. 

 In the past (and even still today), some 
people have claimed racial “color-blindness”, 
meaning that they don’t “see” the color of 
other people’s skin. I believe this was well-
intentioned as a means of saying everyone is 
equal, but we’re finding that it’s no longer the 
best approach. As the above Twitter user 
shared, it’s important for us to see people’s 
color and honor them. 
      Like me, most of you reading this are 
white. Because white people have forever 
been the majority race in the US and the 

oppressors of racial minorities, it is important for 
us to start educating ourselves on the [racial] 
experiences of others. We cannot say, “I’m 
white, so this doesn’t affect me.” We can, 
however, say, “as a Christian, I am appalled at 
how people of color, my siblings in Christ, are 
being treated.” 

This is by no means the be-all-end-all, 
but it’s one step that we can take. We still have 
a long way to go, but that journey must start 
somewhere. 

2020 GRADUATES 

     On Sunday, June 14 we’ll be sharing a 
celebration in our live-stream worship to honor 
our 2020 seniors. If you have a college 
graduate, please let Peggy know. Today, we 
want to highlight our one high school senior, 
Hannah Rogers. 
     Hannah got involved with our church as a 
volunteer during VBS 2016 and became a 
regular part of youth group that fall. She is a 
natural leader and has been involved in our 
Youth Leadership Team, Church Council, and 
Next Generation Team. Hannah has continued 
to help with VBS each summer, as well as 
serving as a Sunday School teacher for our 
intermediate and elementary children. 
     Hannah has participated in many 
discipleship and mission opportunities with our 
youth group in the last four years. She has 
attended Convo each May and fall retreats at 
Camp Indianola. Hannah also went on mission 
trips to Portland, OR (2017), Cortez, CO (2018), 
and San Diego, CA (2019). 
     In 2018, Hannah got involved with the 
Conference Council on Youth Ministries 
(CCOYM), which helps 
promote youth 
connection and 
involvement in our PNW 
Conference. As part of 
the team, she helped to 
plan Convo. This year, 
she served as the 
Secretary for the team. 
     In the fall, Hannah 
will attend Seattle 
Pacific University, 
majoring in Psychology. 

Congratulations 
Hannah! 



THINGS WILL NEVER BE THE 
SAME:   

How the Pandemic has 
Changed Worship  

By Tom Gjelten  
This NPR article about how 

COVID has changed worship 
presents some of the facts and sentiments that 

resound with our experiences as Christians.  
One of these challenging changes has been the 
suspension of congregational singing and 
church choirs. Health experts say the 
coronavirus is easily spread through singing, but 
music is an essential part of the worship 
experience for many churchgoers, especially in 
the Protestant tradition. 
 "I would never have heard my call to the 
priesthood if I hadn't found my faith through 
song," says Rev. Jennifer Reddall, the 
Episcopal bishop for the diocese of Arizona. 
She was announcing the guidelines under which 
Episcopal churches in her diocese would be 
allowed to reopen. A ban on singing and choral 
performances was the restriction that Reddall 
said was most personally upsetting. 
 We recognize the deep emotional pain this 
may cause as we further delay beloved ways of 
being the church together, but there are still 
many opportunities to engage our spirits in 
singing and praying.  
 I encourage you to sing out loud, from home, 
like no one is around, sing along even if you do 
not know the song, engage your spirits and 
connect your soul to our creator. This is the time 
to discover what singing is about! Is it reciting 
the lyrics of a beautiful melody? Or is it more 
along the lines “he who sings, prays twice.” 
 The sense of growing separation from one's 
church community under pandemic conditions 
may be most acute for those who have 
depended on that community for support. In 
Kansas City, Mo., what Sara DeVoto treasured 
most about her Methodist church family was 
how it was a "lifeline" for her and her husband 
when their baby son died shortly after birth. 
 "They came to the hospital at 4 a.m.," she 
says. "They made sure we had meals. They 
made sure our other child was getting 
interaction, and they helped with babysitting. 
Our church community was able to pray over 
me when I couldn't pray. It was a time that I 
wish hadn't happened, but it was also a time 
that I never felt, ever, alone." 
 

 Having experienced that support, DeVoto is 
now saddened that providing it to someone else 
would be next to impossible under the current 
conditions. "Look what we could do in a time of 
tragedy that we can't do now," she says. "It's 
hard when we're just reaching out with phone 
calls to see if someone is OK. Do they really 
need more?" That interaction, she says, is now 
more difficult than it used to be "when we could 
stop by and go into someone's house and see 
what they need." 
 Support, solace and a spiritual bond are 
some of the things that matter in a worship 
experience. For some people, those are also 
the things they now realize their church was not 
providing. Under the coronavirus shutdowns, 
such distinctions have become all the clearer. 
 

 

 In a related topic; we have continued to 
make progress and strides in our technological 
capabilities. In the midst of an integral A/V 
upgrade coming soon, and amidst the 
consistent challenges of the virus around us, we 
have taken steps to continue improving our 
equipment. Despite the temporal conditions of 
our current setup, it has become more robust, 
as we rely on it for connecting with you every 
week.  
      Your support and faithfulness have been a 
key element and an inspiration to continue 
nurturing our family regardless of the conditions. 
We would love to see more of your participation 
on our social platforms (Facebook and Website) 
as we are convinced these are powerful tools to 
not only connect with you but spread the 
message across our region. 
 These are a few ideas for you to continue 
contributing with our growth: 
 

• Share any post from our Facebook page or 
Website you find compelling and meaningful. 

• Invite your friends to like our pages and 
follow our activities, 

• Interact with our videos through live 
responses and comments. 

 

Sharing is so important and can only be done 
by you, by all of us. 



CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS 

 The Council voted to approve combining the 
funding for the Audio Visual project and the 
Narthex/Lower level restroom remodeling project. 
Due to significant funds for the A/V project being 
currently unavailable, accessing other church 
funds was needed to support timely project startup. 
$25,000 has recently been donated toward the 
$100,000 A/V project cost. Total project cost for 
both, plus 10% cost overrun allowance is 
$566,000. A 2 year campaign to raise $150,000 is 
planned and was also approved by the 
Council.  Jan Hayes has agreed to be the 
campaign spokesperson.  A letter addressing the 
projects funding is forthcoming from the Finance 
Team Chair, Carol Decker.  
 Bishop Elaine Stanovsky’s plan for reopening 
the churches, Reimagining Life Together, is being 
addressed by a staff study team to formulate a 
plan to meet the requirements for reopening. 
Reopening dates are not firm and are subject to 
revision, probably more conservative than those 
publicized by the governor.  
 

Team Reports 

SPPR Team:  Linda Jury reported that SPPR is 
developing a Continuing Education Policy for the 
staff; obtaining a locker for flammable liquids.  
Finance Team:  Carol Decker reported that we 
are blessed that giving supports the budget.  
Trustees Team:  Marti Russell,  reported that 
the northeast sidewalk by the playground has been 
repaired, the south siding of sanctuary has been 
repaired and painted, Rob Sebo has put in much 
appreciated work around grounds. Jason Jury 
reported the cell tower project is progressing.  
Lay Leader:  Susan Schopf noted the excellent 
work by Sebastian creating the Sunday 
livestreaming worship service; met with area Lay 
Leaders on finding new ways to do things in the 
Covid-19 world.  
Mission Outreach Team:  Jan Hayes stated we 
are participating with six other churches and Spin 
Café to distribute food for the homeless.  
Young Peoples Ministries:  Erin Tombaugh 
reported that the Wednesday evening worship will 
continue at least through mid-June.  There will be  
no Vacation Bible School or Youth Mission Trip this 
year due to Covid-19. On June 14th, graduating 
senior Hannah Rogers will be honored.  
 

 Blessings,   
   Ross Mordhorst, Chairman 

THE RADIO QUIZ 

 

 Kindness.  I came to fully understand its impact 
in only a few short minutes while taking one of the 
more important examinations of my life. 
 The test was oral.  The test giver was a radio 
announcer.  The classroom was my car. 
 While traveling along in the rain on a Monday 
morning, a voice coming from the little speaker next 
to my steering wheel asked, “Can you name the last 
Nobel Peace Prize winner?”  I knew I should 
remember, but the name escaped me.  While I was 
trying to think, more questions were asked:  “Can 
you name a recent Pulitzer Prize winner?”  Again, I 
couldn’t.  “Can you name athletes who received gold 
medals in the last Olympics? Or the last woman to 
be crowned Miss America?” 
 Or…or…or.  No…no…no.  Music, literature, art, 
government officials, scientists—I was zero for zero 
and wondering how many other listeners were 
answering correctly. 
 And then it happened.  A question was asked 
that I could answer:  “Can you name the last person 
who told you they loved you?”  My heart melted as I 
remembered, vividly and without hesitation, my 
children running for the bus that morning, yelling 
over their shoulders simultaneously, “Love you!” 
 Another question, and again I had the answer.  
“Can you name the last person who hugged you?”  
Certainly.  Most definitely. 
 Still others:  “Can you name a person who 
showed you kindness recently?”  Of course.  “Can 
you name a person to whom you showed a kindness 
recently?”  Again, of course.  Yes, of course.  “Can 
you name someone whose smile makes a difference 
in your day? Or a teacher whose dedication made a 
difference in your life?”  Yes, yes, I know.  Oh, who 
to choose?  There are so many. 
 The announcer spoke of the friends, neighbors, 
co-workers, and even strangers who touch our lives, 
and I continued to smile.  He spoke of helpfulness, 
of generosity, of thoughtfulness and charity.  I felt 
like laughing out loud.  What a way to start one’s 
day!  And on a Monday.  In the rain. 
 Kindness matters.  It is longed for and lived for.  
The mighty accomplishments and praiseworthy 
achievements of the past may be chiseled in stone, 
but it is the quiet and lovely acts of kindness that are 
written on our hearts. 
 

A short course in living wisely and choosing well. 
 

By H. Jackson Brown, Jr. 
Author of Life’s Little Instruction Book 

And 

Rochelle Pennington  


