
May 5, 2020  Volume 20 Edition 5 

Act Justly, Love Mercy, and Walk Humbly with God (Micah 6:8, NIV) 

Twin 
      Flames 

 
“April showers bring May…?” 

 Most have heard this popular American 
colloquialism. The expected answer is…
FLOWERS! As we move into May 2020, the 
much larger question is, what should we expect 
out of this Covid-19 month? Another hunker 
down order?  A return to normal? A second 
round of epidemic spikes? A Great Depression-
styled unemployment followed by economic 
collapse? Welcome to Earth 2020! It seems 
that all of creation has come to a grinding halt. 
“So the sun stood still, and the moon 
stopped” (Joshua 10:13 NIV).  
 Our strange new world, unwelcome and 
unwanted, has forced some new precautions 
and practices that have invaded our expected 
and oh-so-familiar American liberties. The 
freedom to gather in worship is now on hold, for 
very understandable reasons, as we protect 
human life. One might conclude that religion 
has been shuttered and closed down. Not so 
among faithful devotees who understand that 
church and religious practice is something 
other than concrete and real estate.  
 The Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:27) is 
the corporate people of God who gather and 
scatter to live out their witness to the  

resurrection and transformation that comes 
through Jesus Christ. Our gathering is currently 
via electronic media (live-stream, email, texts, 
Facebook, phone calls and safe-distance waves 
behind masks and gloves). Rather than 
shuttering the church, Covid-19 is actually 
revealing the church. Although we are a flesh-
and-blood family, our spirits, our hearts and our 
prayers are not sequestered to our homes. As I 
have been calling through the congregation, I 
have been pleased to hear of many others 
making phone calls, writing notes, sending texts 
and emails, and holding creative conversations 
from cars or across fences. This is the spirit of 
family and connection.  
 As some easements are scheduled to occur 
this month (yay!), let’s continue to be sensitive to 
people’s feelings of vulnerability and be 
respectful of others’ desires for safety or 
distance (as they direct). We, the OHFUMC 
family, will undoubtedly be closed for on-site 
corporate worship through May. We have 
already discovered this is not a defeating barrier, 
but a launching opportunity. Let’s also continue 
to press in to intentional contact via the 
technology that is given to us. Let’s gather and 
scatter as infectious people who live with 
contagious hope and boundless joy as we follow 
Jesus, the Lord of life and love.  
 

The Kingdom of God has come near  
~ Mark 1:15 



QUARAN-TIME 
 As most of you know, my work life is staying 
active with preparing and putting on our Wednesday 
Worship, singing and participating in the Sunday 
service, and connecting with our young people 
remotely. Beyond work, I’m finding a variety of 
projects and activities to occupy my time, like these 
below. 
 Reading – I finally finished a book I had started 
last fall: Eat, Pray, Love. It’s the story of author 
Elizabeth Gilbert’s year-long travels in pursuit of 
pleasure, devotion, and balance. A ministry-related 
book I’m working through is called Science, 
Scripture, and Same-Sex Love. It is author Michael 
B. Regele’s journey to answer questions related to 
homosexuality and Christianity. Finally, I’m just 
starting a novel called Revolutionary, by Alex Myers, 
which is about a valiant and beloved Revolutionary 
War soldier who was secretly a woman. I picked this 
one up at the Free Little Library at Olympic View! 
 TV/Movies – I’ve always been a big TV and 
movie watcher, and quarantine has been no 
different. A while back I had started to re-watch my 
favorite series, Psych, and finally finished it again 
last week. It’s about a guy who is impressively 
perceptive at detective work but ends up pretending 
to be a psychic. He then opens a Psychic Detective 
agency with his best friend, helping solve crimes 
with the Santa Barbara Police. Now I’ve started to re
-watch another nostalgic series, Dr. Quinn, Medicine 
Woman. It brings back memories of my childhood, 
watching it on Saturday nights with my mom and 
sisters. I’m also slowly making my way through all 
the Marvel superhero movies. Avengers, assemble! 
 Baking – A lot of you know that I really enjoy 
baking, so I’ve done a bit of that as well! Banana 
cream pie, banana bread, brownies, no-bake 
cookies…. Yum! 
 Cleaning/Organizing – Quarantine is a great 
time to do some spring cleaning! I’ve successfully 
purged and re-organized some cabinets and 
closets. How did I acquire so much stuff??  
 Yardwork – One more highlight is that I’m 
attempting to have a slightly green thumb. Yardwork 
is about my least favorite chore, but I do want mine 
to look nice. With some tips from friends and family, 
I’m hoping to get my yard on the road to 
improvement, and maybe even spruce up my 
garden. Stay tuned! 
 However you’re occupying your quarantine time, 
I pray that you’re finding ways to relax and 
rejuvenate. While it’s frustrating to not be able to do 
all the things we’re used to, this pause 
can be a wonderful opportunity to 
nourish your soul. 

Colossians 3:16  (CEV) 
“Let the message about Christ completely 
fill your lives, while you use all your 
wisdom to teach and instruct each other. 
With thankful hearts, sing psalms, hymns, 

and spiritual songs to God”. 
 “In every season and in every emotion (including 
loneliness, discouragement, anxiety, and fear), we 
are encouraged to hear and sing the truth of God so 
that the word of Christ may dwell in us richly”. 
 This time I want to share some songs of 
encouragement that I have curated to remind us of 
what is true, good, and beautiful in this trying time. 
Though the below list is not exhaustive or extensive 
but rather personal, I challenge you to find at least 
one song that speaks to your heart. 
 My hope is that it may be an encouraging 
reminder of God’s faithfulness and steadfast love. 
“Nothing to Fear” by The Porter’s Gate and Audrey Assad 
 “When you pass through the waters, I will be with 
you and the depths of the river shall not overwhelm 
for I am with you always”. 
“Lift Your Eyes Up” by Mona Reeves 
 “Lift your eyes up, children of Zion, hold on, hold 
on, Your help comes from the Lord” 
“Eternal Weight of Glory” by Wendell Kimbrough 
 “Now the days and hours and moments of our 
suff’ring seem so long, But our hope is set on Jesus” 
“My World Needs You” by Kirk Franklin, Sarah Reeves, 
Tasha Cobbs Leonard, Tamela Mann 
 “Storms may come but when we call your name 
One thing forever reigns is your name” 
“Rescuer (Good News)” by Rend Collective 
 “He is beauty for the blind man, Riches for the 
poor… Yes the Good Lord is the way, the truth, the 
life” 
“Psalm 42” by Tori Kelly  
 “And as the deer pants for the water, So my soul, 
needs You Lord” 
 
 As I promised last month, here are some more 
musical ideas for your delight and growth this month:  
 Listen to Oscar-winning movie soundtracks  
 Phone a friend who’s struggling and sing for them 
 Encourage the kids to compose their own music 
 Paint your favorite musical instrument  
 Watch music-themed Christian films such as: 
  I Can Only Imagine 
  Ruth: the Musical 
  Newton's Grace 
  American Faith 
  Wings of an Eagle 
  The One I Wrote For You 
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FROM OUR LAY LEADER 
 “How are you?  Are you doing okay?  I’m 
doing okay.  I hope you are too.” We are all 
asking and answering these questions of each 
other frequently during COVID-19.   But let’s be 
honest - how are you really doing?   
We are all going through a very difficult time.  
Due to the viral pandemic and resulting social 
isolation, we have all lost a way of life to which 
we were very accustomed.  We can’t be 
together in the same way.  We must think about 
protecting ourselves and others.  “Don’t go out 
without your face mask and gloves and hand 
sanitizer!” we are frequently reminded.   
 It is a time of sadness, disappointment, loss, 
sorrow and grief.  Maybe your loss is one of 
routine, loss of the ease and comfort you used 
to know in going about your daily life, loss of 
opportunity, loss of schooling and spending time 
with your school mates, loss of going to the 
prom, or taking part in graduation ceremonies or 
loss of future plans. But for some the loss is 
more extreme, loss of your job, your livelihood, 
your business, and tragically for some it is even 
loss of health and life.   
 It’s okay to feel sadness, anxiety or maybe 
anger right now as we endure this pandemic.  
Your feelings are honest, normal and natural.  
God knows our hearts and hears our prayers.  
With His help we will come through this 
experience and we will learn from it and be 
strengthened by it.  Romans 8:35, 37 says, 
“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  
Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or 
famine or nakedness or danger or sword? No, in 
all these things we are more than conquerors 
through Him who loved us.”  
 As I view the many inspiring news stories 
about the hard work and amazing dedication of 
medical providers, caregivers and service 
providers of all kinds, I sense people are 
understanding how much we all need each 
other and how good we can be to each other.  
When we are finally free of this COVID-19 
threat, let us gather once again in our sanctuary 
with joy and celebration and thanksgiving and 
let us remember “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me.”  Philippians 4:13. 
      Susan Schopf 
      Lay Leader 

SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS 
 While our Church building is closed, our 
ministry and work is alive and advancing. More 
campus work is being done by the Trustees 
from their 2020 agenda. 
 A safer access ramp to the basement has 
been installed with better drainage for our 
parking lot. Many thanks to the Trustees for 
their ongoing work to improve our campus! 

NEWS FROM THE FINANCE TEAM 
 In response to the effects the Coronavirus 
was having on businesses (including churches) 
that were forced to close down, the government 
passed the CARES Act.  Included in this new 
stimulus package was the Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) to help businesses continue to 
pay the salaries of their employees.  With the 
uncertainty of how the shutdown/shelter-at-
home directive might affect the ability to pay 
our staff (including the child care workers, 
piano accompanist and janitor) and other 
monthly expenses, we applied for a PPP Loan 
in early April.  The loan was approved on April 
23rd, and $49,100.00 was deposited into the 
bank on April 27th. This loan can only be used 
to cover payroll, utilities and the pastor’s 
pension for eight weeks from the approval date 
of April 23, 2020.  Because of the program 
guidelines, most, if not all, of these loan funds 
will be forgiven.  We will find out later this Fall if 
any amount will require repayment.    
 A special thank you to our Treasurer, Jim 
Slowik, for helping our church apply for the loan 
in a timely manner.    
      Carol Decker 
      Team Chair 



CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS 
 All of the Council members, plus Bob Savage 
who attended as a guest representing the 
Endowment Fund Team and Jason Jury who 
provided an update on the cell phone tower 
project, attended the Monday, April 27 Zoom 
meeting.   Jim Slowik did an outstanding job 
hosting the meeting when the Council Chair’s 
computer failed.   Jim reported that the church had 
received $49,000 from the federal govern-ment 
Payroll Protection Plan, a forgivable loan.  (Thanks 
to Jim for catching this offer and getting in early 
before the money was gone.)  He also reported 
that funds from a CD will come due May 6 and will 
all be available to the Building Fund account.  Bob 
Savage was appointed Leader of the Endowment/
Building Fund Team and to represent the church 
with Vanguard Brokerage Services, replacing Dan 
Wright who is unable to serve due to illness.   
Pastor David has presented a draft plan for Contin-
uing Education Policy for the staff members to the 
SPPR for review.  Jason reported that AT&T 
should commence paying $2560 per month on the 
lease that started December 1st.  Work on the Cell 
Tower, Audio/Visual and Narthex/Rest Room 
Projects is not yet scheduled.  
 

TEAM REPORTS: 
 Finance: budget is being met by offerings. 
 Trustees: projects can go forward.   
 SPPR: Sebastian’s visa application is 

progressing.   
 Next Generation: Zoom meeting May 4 at 

7pm, live streaming of services and 
encouraging youth involvement.   

 Mission Outreach: 50 meals provided to 
Careage staff, volunteer preparation of sack 
lunches in Bayshore Park being considered.   

 Music: service broadcasting capabilities 
being expanded.   

 Youth: encouraging participation, Thursday 
coffee now via Zoom with new games.   

 Young People’s Ministry:  delivered Sunday 
school packets.   

 Family Ministries: painting of classrooms 
planned.    

 United Methodist Men: moving Zoom 
meeting from 7 to 8am studying Book of Acts.   

 Pastor: made 135 phone calls to members 
and sent a letter to OH City Council 
encouraging support for the Haven.  

 Lay Member to Annual Conference:  General 
Conference delayed to 2021. 

 Blessings,   
 Ross Mordhorst, Chairman 

EMBRACE ADVERSITY 
 Adversity is at once the greatest curse and 
the greatest blessing of the human race.  It 
started in the Garden of Eden when Adam and 
Eve disobeyed God, who had no choice but to 
punish His newly beings.  God didn’t curse 
Adam and Eve—they did that to themselves.  
Instead, God cursed “the ground.”  From that 
day forward, humankind has struggled to 
scratch a living from the earth while trying to 
overcome adversity. 
 Oh, we’re much more sophisticated these 
days, but despite our technological advance-
ments, we still fight what comes out of the 
ground.  Whether it’s big stuff like wars and 
weather, or smaller stuff like disease and crime, 
the earth and all that’s in it always seem to be 
against us. 
 Of course, we humans have learned to 
adapt to adverse conditions fairly well.  Through 
personal experience, each of us knows that pain 
and suffering are a part of life.  You can’t stop 
adversity, so you might as well deal with it.  We 
admire people who experience extreme or 
continued adversity.  In fact, it seems that the 
only path to success runs through adversity. 
We certainly won’t disagree with those who 
value adversity.  But when we say, “embrace 
adversity,” we’re implying something quite 
different from what you might expect.  God 
cursed the ground, the only real blessings we 
have enjoyed come from God.  Even the so-
called “good life” offers temporary satisfaction at 
best.  Eventually the weeds grow in the best of 
gardens, and even the healthiest bodies 
eventually break down.  In the end, adversity 
will get the best of us. 
 The only person who completely defeated 
adversity once and for all was Jesus, and He 
didn’t just do it for Himself.  Jesus made the 
ultimate sacrifice by giving His own life for ours.  
And when we embrace what Jesus did, we are 
saying that only Jesus is capable and worthy of 
defeating our ultimate adversity—sin and death. 
 Go ahead and gain strength through your 
pain.  Grow through your grief, as long as you 
recognize that your ability to overcome adversity 
is a blessing from God.  As you exercise your 
courage, exercise your faith as well.  Accept the 
fact that Jesus overcame adversity and now 
offers you rest from your own adversity and 
burdens. 

God is in the Small Stuff 
and it all matters 
by Bruce & Stan 


