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Act Justly, Love Mercy, and Walk Humbly with God (Micah 6:8, NIV) 

Twin 
      Flames 

“But we live by faith,  
not by what we see” 

2 Corinthians 5:7 CEV 

 
 
 
 What do you do when the future looks 
unclear and uncertain? If you live by fear, you 
stop walking and stare in confused paralysis. 
You may even “bomb-shelter” your life in 
panicked paranoia. If you live by faith, you walk 
and live one-step at a time, knowing you are 
led from on high. Trust is a journey. Faith is the 
cumulative courage of a thousand decisions to 
“stay in the story” every day! In the last three 
weeks, the world has become a very foggy 
place to live. Sight lines have been eclipsed 
and clouded, options diminished, clarity 
confused, normalcy disrupted and certainty 
drawn into question. Welcome to Earth 2020. 
 Covid-19 is remaking our world. What we 
will be after this storm is still uncertain. But for 
now, what do we do? When the children of 
Israel faced the unraveling of their world, via a 
coming exile in Babylon, many would have 
understandably felt as though all hope was lost. 
70 years is a long time to forget about the way 
we did life back home. At this deeply troubling 
time, God spoke to Jeremiah, right when the 
Babylonians were besieging the walls of 
Jerusalem. Anybody could see it was only a 
matter of time. The kingdom was in its last 
days. Time to throw in the towel—right? Wrong! 
 God told Jeremiah his Uncle Hanamel 
would come and offer to sell him some family  

land at Anathoth (you know, the land that was 
about to be conquered and stolen by the 
Babylonians). What a perfect time to buy, right? 
Jeremiah knew that God had commanded this, 
so he paid full price. Official, legal documents 
were signed, sealed, and witnessed. God 
instructed: “Take these documents, both the 
sealed and unsealed copies of the deed of 
purchase, and put them in a clay jar so they will 
last a long time” (Jeremiah 32:14 NIV). To this 
proposal, the skeptical, the depleted, the 
defeated and the disappointed might say, “Why 
bother?” “What’s the point?” Yet God had 
unforeseen plans. 
 God reminded Jeremiah, “Once more fields 
will be bought in this land of which you say, ‘It is 
a desolate waste, without people or animals, for 
it has been given into the hands of the 
Babylonians.’ Fields will be bought for silver, 
and deeds will be signed…because I will restore 
their fortunes, declares the Lord.” 
(Jeremiah 32:43-44 NIV).  God was asking 
Jeremiah to take action today, in a day of 
unrest, disruption and great societal calamity. 
This, my friends, is what faith does in crises. It 
seeks normalcy by acting as investors and 
believers in what looks to be a stolen and 
broken tomorrow.  
 So, what is God calling you to do in the 
coming weeks (and maybe months) that needs 
to be sealed in a clay jar, preserved for the long 
haul and embraced as a down payment on a 
glorious future for the FUMC Family?  
 “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening!” 
(1 Samuel 3:9)  



MINISTRY IN THE TIME OF COVID-19 
 Who knew when I wrote last month about how 
much I love seeing our youth in action, I would 
soon not be able to see them in person for at least 
six weeks? My, how drastically our routines have 
changed over the last month! Here’s a look at how 
my day-to-day ministry has been reimagined 
during this time of isolation. 
 Working from home – Like many others, I have 
moved to almost entirely working from home. 
There are still a couple times a week that I am at 
the church – like for our livestream worship 
services – but otherwise have setup my home 
office space at the kitchen table. Thankfully, my 
stay-at-home coworkers are very cute and cuddly! 
 Kids Sunday School – It’s nice to see lots of 
resources becoming available at low costs or free. 
Amplify Media (a Netflix-like streaming service for 
Christian material) is providing free access to the 
videos that go with our curriculum, Deep Blue. 
And since we already had the paper materials, I 
put together At-Home Sunday School packets for 
our kids and delivered them to front porches along 
with their own palm fronds for Palm Sunday. The 
next round will go out this week ahead of Easter. 
 Youth Group – Thankfully, our teens practically 
already live online, so it isn’t too difficult to stay 
connected with them remotely. When we were 
meeting in person on Wednesday nights, we 
would always have a dinner topic: any random 
question that they each had a chance to answer. 
Since we already had a Youth Group Snapchat, 
some of that engagement has moved to our group 
chat. This Thursday we’ll also be starting a weekly 
Zoom check-in to connect. 
 Wednesday Worship – With our livestream 
capabilities, we’ve been able to continue this 
newly launched worship offering. We’re now 
coming up with creative ways to keep the youth 
involved from their own homes, like having them 
pre-record the scripture, prayer, or a song. If you 
aren’t already tuning in, we’d love to have you join 
us on Wednesday evenings at 8:00 on Facebook 
or oakharborfumc.org/media/live. 
 Young Adult Group – Last week we had our 
first virtual gathering, utilizing an app called 
HouseParty. It includes a video chat feature, but 
also has a handful of games that can be played 
together. We had a great time! 
 How are you finding new ways to connect with 
people in your lives during this time of separation? 
How are you getting creative with your routine? 
 “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is 
good; his love endures forever.” – 

A SONG OF HOPE 
 While the current world condition 
recreates catastrophic events, it is 
imperative for us, Christians, to be a 
flame of goodness, a song of hope to 

those around us.  
 There couldn’t be a better moment to engage in 
meaningful ways with our community. This is the 
time to spread the Gospel as far and as ardently 
as we can. This is an unprecedented opportunity 
to dig into our imagination, to expand our 
knowledge of the Bible and its truths, and promote 
Jesus’s love and mercy to all humankind. Like a 
hymn I learned once says: “We have this hope that 
burns within our hearts” Share, share, share! 
 These days, and always, music has very 
profound powers and purposes, established by 
God… It can communicate through the hearts of 
those who listen. Music has the capability of 
reaching our hypothalamus without much effort 
and consequently interconnect with our emotions, 
feelings, soul. Music is the inner or universal 
language of God. We might not know French or 
German or Italian. But if music is played, 
immediately the heart of the music enters into our 
hearts.  
 Music also transcends beyond the physical 
boundaries, and into our societal border, it always 
finds a way to unite our society. What was the 
most popular Christian song when you were a 
teenager? It seems like my colleague and friend 
Erin and I loved the same song growing up: Testify 
to Love recorded by Avalon; what a peculiar 
experience, considering we grew up in different 
countries and customs. 
 And lastly, music has the power to establish 
means of spiritual and intellectual development, 
which inspires us to use it as a way to express 
gratitude to our creator, the giver of music, like 
birds do every day; and also, to become more 
sensitive and loving to others. 
 Here are some musical ideas for your delight 
and growth this month:  

Learn to play a musical instrument 
Skype lessons with a musician 
Have a Christian music karaoke singalong 
Bake a music-themed cake 
Find and listen to a Christian music for kids 

podcast 
Learn a new language (it could be sign 

language) 
Perfect that song/piece you’ve 

always struggled with 
More coming! Stay tuned… 



“…All the parts of the body are joined and held 
together, with each part doing its own work…”  
Ephesians 4:16 ERV 
 
Even though our church building has been closed 
and our gathering ministries shuttered for a 
season, the kingdom marches on and your staff 
continues to “hold down the fort” in many unique 
and important ways. Working both on and off 
campus, we are striving to create a spirit of 
safety, continuity and community as we connect 
from afar and navigate this global viral-storm until 
we land safely on the other side.  
 
The other side might well be into June or July, we will see. In the meantime, it is our privilege (and 
duty) to serve you at our posts. We are seeking to honor all state and ecclesial mandates for public 
health and cooperation. We are also seeking to keep the church moving forward in a time that may 
feel like “stuck in hibernation.”  
 
Pastor David is methodically making his way through our church directory, checking in on the phone. 
Peggy is operating the command center at her home computer, responding to many emails, and 
facilitating correspondence and communications. Erin is linking from home with youth, young adults 
and staff as she also helps our church move further into functional technology constructs for our 
daily operations. Sebastian has become our sound/light/audio/musical producer, engineer and 
broadcast expert! Sandy continues to faithfully monitor and process the financial dimensions to our 
church’s stewardship life. Jim continues his routines to keep our campus safe and secure. Lisa is 
practicing and offering great preludes now to warm our hearts before the service (as she always 
does) and Daisy is coming in to spot clean and start some major projects like stripping and waxing 
all of our linoleum floors.  
 
Thanks for your patience with our operations as we seek to exercise prudent safety practices along 
with efforts to advance our church’s ministry and continuity. Your prayers, presence (via live-stream), 
gifts and service are deeply appreciated. 

 

Zoom Staff Meeting, April 6 
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CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS 
 We have been blessed with a beautiful 
Monday with promise of more similar weather 
this week. It presents us with the opportunity to 
get outside to enjoy the promise of spring and 
the joy of Easter. It is hard to believe how our 
lives have changed over the last month as a 
result of the coronavirus. As a result of social 
distancing and sheltering in our homes, the rate 
of infection has gone down. Until a vaccine and 
treatment are developed, distancing and 
avoiding large groups will continue to be our 
best defense to avoid being infected by the 
virus. Social connecting by using our computers 
with the program ZOOM will allow us to continue 
church activities while remaining safely at home. 
Small groups can continue to meet using this 
program. If you need help gathering through this 
medium, Erin may be able to help. Lastly but 
most importantly, our Sunday Worship leaders 
of Pastor David, Sebastian, Erin, Ben Harrison, 
and Dave Cecka are providing us with wonderful 
Sunday morning worship on the church website. 
Please join with me there.  
 The Council is meeting this evening 
(Monday) via ZOOM to accomplish the March 
meeting that had to be cancelled as a result of 
the requirement to avoid gatherings. 
Encouraging church activities while meeting 
distancing and sheltering at home will be 
addressed.  
 Blessings,   
 Ross Mordhorst, Chairman 

A SPECIAL  
THANK YOU 

 
 We would like to 
give a shout out to 
Cheryl and George 

Toner who dropped by the church 
to spruce up the playground for 
our children. 

 We also thank Rob Sebo for 
continuing to maintain our church 
grounds. 

STOP WORRYING AND START LIVING 
 Worrying is one of the most destructive of all 
human habits because it decreases your 
effectiveness in other areas.  When you worry 
about something, your thoughts and your 
emotions focus on events that haven’t yet taken 
place.  It’s like Mark Twain once said:  “I am an 
old man and have known a great many troubles, 
but most of them have never happened.” 
 Worrying is totally passive.  It accomplishes 
nothing.  On the other hand, worrying can 
literally make you sick while keeping you from 
accomplishing the things that really matter.  
Here’s a sobering thought:  Worry can keep you 
from living your life the way God intended it. 
 Think about the things you worry about.  
Amazingly, you probably worry about the small 
stuff.  Those details of life over which you have 
little or no control.  Oswald Chambers wrote:  “It 
is not only wrong to worry, it is unbelief; 
worrying means we do not believe that God can 
look after the practical details of our lives, and it 
is never anything but those details that worry 
us.” 
 Jesus asked the rhetorical question, “Can all 
your worries add a single moment to your life?  
Of course not” (Matthew 6:27 NLT).  If anything, 
worries can and will take away from your life.  
Are you trying to arrange the details of your life 
so carefully that you are leaving God out of the 
process?  Then you’re probably worrying too 
much.  You’re relying on your own abilities, and 
you think you have a lot to lose if things don’t 
turn out the way you want. 
 Clearly the antidote to worry is trusting God 
to take care of the small stuff of your life.  Invite 
Him to get involved in the details of your life.  
“Give all your worries and cares to God,” says 
the Bible, “For he cares about what happens to 
you” (1 Peter 5:7 NLT}. 

…In the small stuff 
 Before you worry needlessly, ask yourself, 

“What’s the worst thing that could happen?” 
 Worrying occurs when God is left out of the 

process. 
 Anxiety is short-lived if we give it to God. 
 The best way to stop worrying is to start 

praying. 
 Prayer changes things; worry changes 

nothing. 
 

GOD IS IN THE SMALL STUFF 
and it all matters 
by Bruce & Stan  


