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“Where is the one who has been born 
king of the Jews? 

Matthew 2:2 

 
 Many may wonder if Christmas, 

like so many other staples of our calendar year, will be 
swallowed and overshadowed by the depressing shadows 
of Covid-19. So many things we have learned to look 
forward to have diminished and vanquished in this 2020 
year-unlike-all-years. What ought we to expect from this 
coming “celebration?” 
 Back in 2000, the remake of the children’s classic How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas debuted in theaters. The 
theme song, written by Mariah Carey, James Horner and 
Will Jennings, became an instant cultural hit. Perhaps this 
is because it profoundly taps into the frequent holiday 
discontent, depression and soulful longing that so many 
feel at this time of year. 
 I love the theology of the lyrics of this very moving 
song because they call us to the larger question of hope, 
purpose and meaning of this festivalized, commercialized, 
and supersized consumer holiday (at least in America). I 
wonder if these words might ring true in our present Covid 
2020 December? 
 

Where are you Christmas? 
Why can't I find you? 

Why have you gone away? 
 

Where is the laughter, 
You used to bring me? 

Why can't I hear music play? 
 

My world is changing 
I'm rearranging 

Does that mean Christmas changes too? 
 

 So many “changing and rearranging” experiences this 
year! So many disappointments. What will we see and 
feel on the eve of Christmas and the next morning? I’d like 
to suggest that maybe, just maybe, we have never been 
closer to Christmas, than in our worst year. Christmas, 

“Christ’s Mass” (Christ Sent), is our celebration of Heaven 
sending us a divine Servant, a chosen Son to save us from 
our sin and every form of life-shrouding darkness. “In Him 
was life, and that light was the light of all mankind” (John 
1:4).  
 Christmas was never about seasonal sentiments, 
holiday cheer, bows, packages, lights, festivals and great 
home cooked food! Christmas was born in adversity and 
darkness. Christmas came to meet loneliness and grief. 
Christmas sought out the depressed, outcast, sad, 
disconsolate, and disenfranchised. Christmas came to 
touch all people with dignity and hope; to hug, love, heal 
and forgive. This is the heart of Christmas.  
 The truth is, seasons and holidays come and go, but 
“His love endures forever” (Psalm 107:1). Trouble can 
often transfer us to the front lines of desperate longing. 
Perhaps this is what Christmas will be for us this year. A 
longing for world healing; a longing for national and 
political harmony; a longing for racial justice and relational 
reconciliation;  
 Where are you Christmas? Why can't I find you? Why 
have you gone away? 
 The truth is, it never left – not the true version! Not the 
one that Jesus brought. Not the gift that God purchased for 
us all. My beloved family, may you all know this undying, 
un-changing, undefeatable, unconquerable, unsinkable, 
and virus-immune celebration.  
 “This is the plan determined for the whole world; this is 
the hand stretched out over all nations. For the Lord 
Almighty has purposed, and who can thwart him? His hand 
is stretched out, and who can turn it back?” 
Isaiah 14:26-27  
 Let’s plan on singing with the Whos down in Whoville 
this Christmas. No matter the lack of trappings and 
gatherings, festivity and feastings, we have a celebration in 
Jesus who calls us to sing for joy! 

“Fah-who foris, dah-who doris,  
welcome Christmas, bring your light.  

Fah-who foris, dah-who doris,  
welcome in the cold at night!” 

 A most blessed Christmas to all! 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/bring
https://www.definitions.net/definition/music
https://www.definitions.net/definition/world
https://www.definitions.net/definition/Christmas


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Twas the night before Christmas 
And all through the church, 

The families were not gathering; 
No pews were a perch. 

 
It was a very difficult year 
And the holidays felt odd 

As we took many precautions 
To care for the people of God. 

 
To connect with each other 

Friends made calls and used Zoom, 
They shared a drive-by wave 

Since they couldn’t be in the same room. 
 

And though the space lacked people 
There was something in the air, 
For despite safety restrictions 

Togetherness was still felt there. 
 

We gathered through our computers, 
Singing in celebration 

As we welcomed baby Jesus, 
The Savior of the nations. 

 
 Friends, I know it’s hard for us to not gather for our 
usual celebrations this Christmas season, but I wrote 
these words above as a reminder to myself and to you 
that we are still gathering and celebrating. It just looks 
different this year. 
 Pastor David, Sebastian, and I are preparing two 
special drive-thru events leading up to Christmas. See 
details to the right. There will be different stops at each 
event, so you’ll want to attend both! 
 Looking forward to celebrating with you all in new, 
creative ways this season. 

surpassing every challenge, and do so in contentment 
and the assurance of knowing God is guiding us. 
 So, thank you for all your support! in the forms of 
prayers, time, visits, food, messages, calls, economical 
resources, patience, and love. I am incredibly blessed to 
have landed here and continue feeling so welcome and 
loved; an essential element through this wait. I feel like 
every day the world continues to be pushed to ideas of 
separation, sovereignty, power, control, and it's 
frustrating, sad... but at the same time, I see so much 
love, care, and hope in people, which makes me believe 
that we were all made to ultimately love each other as 
Jesus taught us.  
 These months have become a unique opportunity for 
me to grow in both professional and personal aspects. 
The challenging and undetermined nature of this wait 
has inspired me to evolve projects in the fields of 
research, writing, publishing, video/audio editing, and 
web development; it has also allowed me to closely look 
at the OHFUMC Music and Worship Ministry, which has 
sparked many ideas, as well as gaining a mature 
perspective and broader understanding.  
 Before I paused in July, I created a document with 
instructions and details about the execution of pre-
developed material used to cover some of my functions 
at the church, which was called “Plan B”. I have a new 
one now, called “Plan Back”, and it’s comprised of a lot 
of fresh ideas to be implemented in the next few months. 
I’d love for you to help me build this unique document. 
Please share any idea, insight, or concept you envision. 
We’d love to work on it together. 
 You are in my prayers, and I hope God continues to 
inspire you to give your very best to Him. 

Join us for a 

North Pole Drive-Thru 

A unique two-part experience of the 
traditions and symbols of Christmas. 
 

Sunday, December 20, between 1-3 pm 
Come to our North Pole in the church parking lot and 
stop by the Northern Lights, Luke’s Library, Evergreen 
Forest, and Santa’s Workshop. 
 
Thursday, December 24, between 5-6 pm 
Come back through to visit the Reindeer Round-Up, Elf 
Village, and Mrs. Claus’ Kitchen! 
 
Each drive-thru station will have different activities for 
you to participate in. Some will be elements that are 
incorporated into our Christmas Eve Livestream 
Worship. All ages are welcome and invited. You won’t 
want to miss this! 
 
For Covid safety, all volunteers will be wearing masks, 
and participants are encouraged to as well. 

Hello, Dear Oak Harbor First United 
Methodist Church! 
 It has been a little while since the last 
time I was able to communicate through this 
medium, five months, to be more precise. 

And what a journey this has been! We went from not 
being able to congregate and worship together in the 
conventional ways, not being able to work or engage in 
any of the awesome projects that have kept the church 
moving, to having days without the blessing of clean 
air, or huge fears of getting COVID. All these might 
sound very chaotic and a bit dramatic but we have also 
received additional heavenly strength to continue  



FROM YOUR CHURCH COUNCIL CHAIR 
Dear OHFUMC Members,   
   
 Greetings from the Church Council as we move into 
the joy of the Christmas season and celebrate the birth 
of Jesus Christ.   
 2020 is a year which we all will be glad to look back 
on and 2021 a year we look forward to with great hope 
for the future. Rarely have we had a year filled with so 
many history making events. We look forward to again 
being able to gather for worship, a blessing we have 
always taken for granted until the virus forced us to 
shelter at home. Thankfully the technology of Zoom 
allowed us to continue being in the virtual presence of 
others to continue church activities.  We were blessed 
with livestreaming of services, which brought Sunday 
worship into our homes.   
 As we enter into December we are looking for ways 
to reach out to the more needy since normal seasonal 
activities like the Giving Tree aren’t possible this 
year.  Support for programs like Toys for Tots, Help 
House and other community programs for giving is 
encouraged.   
 The very good news that Sebastian’s Visa has been 
approved and that he can rejoin the staff is cause for 
celebration.  When we are again able to gather for 
services, the upgrades in the sanctuary seating and 
audio/visual presentation will be appreciated.   Among 
the blessings we can count is the news that availability 
of a vaccine to protect us from COVID-19 is but weeks 
away. I am looking forward to celebrating Christmas, for 
which plans are already being made.   
 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 
   
     Rawson Mordhorst   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUDIO/VISUAL UPGRADE  
STATUS REPORT  

 The month of November saw slow but steady 
progress on our project to upgrade our audio/visual 
systems and capability.  Each step forward is exciting 
and at the same time frustrating, as we continue to deal 
with delays that are for the most part unavoidable.  For 
those of us who are involved on a day-to-day basis, the 
excitement builds as each new piece falls into place.   
 Speaking of excitement, the A/V team is thrilled 
beyond words that Sebastian has rejoined the church 
staff and can participate in the fine-tuning of the system 
and in the contractor training that is soon to come. 

 Many of you have seen our streaming product, 
which continues to improve with each service.  We’ve 
now transitioned into the Christmas mode for Pastor 
David’s current sermon series, and this change has 
expanded our ability to use software, lighting and audio 
in the production of each service.  Most of the 
members of our A/V team have participated at one time 
or another, and our familiarity with equipment and 
procedures is growing.  We are painfully aware that 
issues related to copyrighted material have prevented 
our successful streaming to our website, and we have 
a plan to correct this problem. 
 As to progress, the end of November saw 
completion of the electrician’s work package, except for 
a final inspection to come.  All work in the Sanctuary 
has been completed, except for final configuration of 
the A/V booth and resolution of several lighting issues.  
Our expert in these areas, Ryan Nowicki, was 
unfortunately dealing with a bad case of flu (non-Covid) 
for several days, and so he has not been able to 
complete his work on lights, cameras and computers.  
He is now much improved, and the plan is that he and 
Josh Odeneal will complete installs by the end of this 
week. 
 Under the leadership of Ross Mordhorst, your 
church work team has been busy reinstalling and re-
fastening the pews to generate precious inches of 
additional leg room and to improve our ability to 
provide for those with mobility issues.  Also, Josh has 
completed installation of sound attenuation panels in 
the sanctuary. 
 In Centennial Hall, the screen, projector, speakers 
and controller have been installed, and are awaiting 
final wiring.  All wall repairs have been done and 
affected walls have been re-painted so that they look 
better than before.  Centennial Hall will be cleared by 
Monday December 7, for the first time since this project 
began in June, for a week-long blood bank operation 
that will use this space. 
 The A/V team is most grateful to our wonderful 
congregation, staff and leadership for your support of 
this project, and for your patience with our rate of pro-
gress in this season of Covid.  And we are most 
excited to show you the final product – what we have 
gotten from our investment. To that end, we are 
blessed to have both Chris and Jeff Opdyke among us 
for several weeks, and they are playing a key role in 
putting together a demonstrational video highlighting 
our A/V upgrade and systems.  Our goal is to allow you 
to see and appreciate the product, the new capabilities 
it brings us, and the contribution it will make to our 
church’s ministry and mission, both within and outside 
our walls.  And especially, we look forward to the time 
when you can experience this new technology in the 
ambience of your familiar and much-loved sanctuary. 
 For the entire A/V upgrade team, 
 
      Dave Williams 



Greetings Church Family, 
 I would like to bring you up to date 
on the current status of the cell tower 
project and where we are in the 
construction process based upon the 
primary contractor’s published 
construction schedule.  
 First some background. As most of 
you know, approximately two and a 
half years ago Pastor David received a 

letter from AT&T asking if the church would consider 
the use of the church as a location for a major cell 
tower service site.  The letter went on to explain that 
AT&T would assume all financial responsibility.  This 
project was assigned to the Trustees Committee for 
consideration, review and if plausible, approval to move 
forward.  Thus, began this long cell tower project, as it 
was approved.  
 Fast-forward some two years and many hours of 
developing, reviewing, re-writing and finally producing a 
lease document that both parties could agree upon.  
The lease was signed.  The project general contractor 
was identified along with the awarded sub-contractors.  
A published construction schedule was developed and 
implemented.  The proposed schedule set the 
construction start date as the first week of September, 
2020.  The original planned completion date was 
scheduled for 31 October/1 November.  As with any 
schedule there are always unplanned issues that arise 
such as awaiting critical parts, materials, including 
weather all impacting the planned completion date.  
These delays weighed heavily upon the project with 
time lost. 
 So where are we as of December 1st?  The cell 
tower project is approximately 85-90% complete.  On 
November 25th, Ross Mordhorst, Marti Russell, Bob 
Wallin, and I met with Greg Hughey, a manager with 
the general contracting company at our church to 
discuss remaining projects.  I have summarized the 
areas discussed below:  
 
 The AT&T Equipment Room was looked at for 

possible cooling and air circulation issues. It was 
determined that the room and its HVAC unit should 
be adequate to meet the necessary cooling 
demands.  In addition, the topic of a smoke detector 
was reviewed and determined that a smoke 
detector will be installed as recommended by Green 
Power Electrical Contractors (GPEC). 

 The stairwell leading down to the basement with 
open walls has all been completed.  It has been 
sheet rocked and painted.  It looks great!! 

 In Erin’s office, the carpet water stain from the 
concrete drillers was discussed and looked at.  It 
will be taken care via carpet cleaning. 

 It has been determined/approved that steeple 
smoke detectors will be installed.  The work order 
should be released soon. 

 

 A secured (locked) protective shroud/cover will be 
installed covering the electrical boxes and conduit 
adjacent to the column under Sandy’s office. 

 The church mailbox was moved to the front of the 
church, prior to the start of the steeple 
construction. It has been determined, that we (the 
church) would like to permanently relocate the 
mailbox to its current location in front of the 
church. The general contractor has acknowledged 
this and will see to it that mailbox will be raised in 
height and appropriately anchored with concrete. 

 
 The cell tower project is getting very close to 
completion by the end of this month. 
 If you have any questions, feel free to contact me. 
Happy Holidays. 
 
Always done in HIS blessed name, 
 
      Jayson Jury 

WHAT IS HOLIDAY HOUSE? 
 Holiday House in Oak Harbor 
serves as a distribution center for 
Toys for Tots. Families in need are 
identified by Oak Harbor and 
Coupeville School Districts to 
receive donated gifts.  Due to the 

Covid-19 virus, changes have been made to protect 
families and volunteers.  Volunteers will bag up gifts for 
each child, stocking stuffers, and an assortment of 
wrapping supplies and Navy volunteers will hand 
deliver those bags to parents waiting in their vehicle.  
We are hard at work!  Cara Parker, Judy Norton, and 
Linda Jury put together 250 bags of wrapping supplies 
for the families and with Pastor David driving the church 
van they transported the supplies to Holiday House.  
Other family groups will fill the stocking stuffer bags and 
pack the gift bags using parent request lists.   
 All the elves are busy, and we believe we are 
prepared to meet the needs for the children of Central 

and North Whidbey to enjoy gifts for this holiday 
season.  If you wish to donate please contact June 
Zacharias at 360-682-2549.   

Christmas Eve 2020 

 Join us for our Livestream Christmas Eve Worship 
at 7:00 pm on Facebook and our website! 

 
 While we can’t be together 
in person, you’ll see familiar 

faces and traditions incorpo-
rated into this service from our 

North Pole Drive-Thru activities. 


