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“You fools! You know how to interpret the weather signs of 
the earth and sky, but you don’t know how to interpret the 

present times” 
Luke 12:56 

 
 This past week, I participated in a pastor’s webinar 
on “Reading the Signs of the Times,” hosted by Dr. 
Leonard Sweet. The conference affirmed what we all 
know to be true. 2020 has been deemed by scholars as 
one of the ten worst years in all of human history. Into 
this fray we find ourselves appointed to live and serve, 
“for such a time as this” (Esther 4:14). You and I were 
ordained to live in this specific time of trouble (Acts 
17:26), to be drawn into faith, and find our niche of 
service in ministry. Nothing is accidental in God’s 
appointed time for us. You’ll remember me calling this 
biblical time, “Kairos!” 
 We live in perilous times. These are the times which 
cause many to move into “auto-pilot” and tune out the 
world. But this is precisely the time when we must 
become attentive to life, culture, people, and the signs 
of the times. We have been thrust into a digital world 
with barely any time to think, plan and prepare. This is 
the season between-the-times when people (and 
organizations) learn to adapt quickly – or freeze in 
paralysis and hope for a safe return to an old, outdated, 
longed-for normalcy that will never be returning. 
Culture’s ship has left port and sailed. Covid-19 has 
made sure of that.  
 How will history record that OHFUMC responded to 
Covid-19 and world changes? Will it say we hunkered 

down to hide, or will it say we rose to face the 
challenges and adapted to new ways of being the 

timeless church? The big idea behind this webinar was 
to present the need for what scholars call, “Contextual 
Intelligence.” By that, they mean, the capacity to read  

the signs of the times and to then know precisely what 
it is that we should do in our cultural reality for our 
people (see 1 Chronicles 12:32). We are at a sacred 
juncture. The Wesley brothers were as well. Charles 
wrote a hymn about this sacred passage involving 
change: 
 

A Charge to Keep I Have 
A charge to keep I have, A God to glorify, 

A never-dying soul to save, And fit it for the sky. 
 

To serve the present age, My calling to fulfill: 
Oh, may it all my pow’rs engage  

To do my Master’s will! 
Charles Wesley, pub. 1762 

 

 The lyrics of this hymn are powerful to me, and 
there are three truths we must hear from them. (1) 
There is a charge to keep which we each must fulfill. A 
divine assignment from God, in this day and age, in this 
cultural context of fluidity and flux. Will we embrace this 
assignment to be God’s gospel people through these 
storms? (2) We are called to serve the present age. 
Covid-19, race relations, justice, political polarization 
are the arena God has asked us to step into and live as 
disciples. How will we be God’s gospel people in these 
difficult passages? (3) Will our discipleship shrink back 
in fear, or will it be seen as engaged living with all my 
pow’rs engaged? As God’s gospel people, will we still 
give our very best, or to quote a classic devotional, will 
we give “My Utmost for His Highest” (Oswald 
Chambers)?  
 People of OHFUMC, “If you remain silent at this 
time, relief and deliverance for the Jews [read “world” 
for today] will arise from another place” (Esther 4:14). 
Let’s not shrink back in this critical hour. Let us boldly 
advance with confidence, courage, compassion and 
community commitment.  
 God is with us and for us! 



SAMARITAN’S PURSE  
OPERATION CHRISTMAS 

CHILD 
UPDATE! 

 Time is moving quickly, but 
there are still a couple of weeks to build 
Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes before 
the turn-in period, November 16th-23rd.  We 
have 114 church boxes filled and ready for 
shipping labels, with plans to take them to our 
local drop-off site, Church on the Rock, on 
November 16th or 17th.  If YOU fill a box or 
boxes, you are welcome to turn them in there 
yourselves, or, if you’d like them to go in with 
our church boxes, you’ll need to make 
arrangements to get them to me before 
November 16th.  Samaritan’s Purse is again 
requesting a donation of $9 per box this year to 
cover shipping and program costs, but sponsors 
may be available—please let me know, if you 
need a sponsor.  If you can afford the shipping, 
I’d encourage you to prepay “Follow Your Box” 
labels online and print them off.  Tape them to 
your boxes, and you’ll eventually get an email 
telling you where they went! 
  I’m gradually getting rid of excess box 
stuffers as I move out of the coordinator role, 
but I do still have a lot of underwear and 
toothbrushes and a variety of school supplies to 
share with anyone who wants them, as well as a 
smattering of “filler” toys.  Catch me, as soon as 
possible, if you’re interested—it’s “first come, 
first served”!   
 More information about packing shoe boxes 
is available through the website at  

samaritanspurse.org   
 I have brochures, but it’s probably easier to 
get the info online.  Thanks for your interest and 
support!  Donations toward the project can be 
made directly to the church, marked “Operation 
Christmas Child” or “shoe boxes” or 
“Samaritan’s Purse” on the front of an offering 
envelope—and the memo line of any checks—
to help with shipping and/or church box 
contents.  Questions? Please call me at 360-
675-1936.  Thank you! 
      Karen Pasewark 
 

Shoe Box Collection Times  
Church on the Rock 

1780 SE 4th Avenue, Oak Harbor 
Nov. 16th through 19th: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Nov. 20th & 21st: 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
Nov. 22nd: 12:30 PM - 4:30 PM 
Nov. 23rd: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

PLAYING IN THE STREETS 
 Our October “Drive-Thru Sunday School” took 

place at K & R Farms, which allowed our kids to 
pick out a pumpkin, go through the corn maze, and 
enjoy an ice cream cone. With their pumpkins, our 
kids were invited to decorate them for a Halloween 

contest. Voting took place on our Facebook page 
for Spookiest, Most Creative, and People’s Choice. 
Here are the results! 

 In a time when so much of our routine is off 
kilter, it was great to have a fun outlet for our kids 
to express their creativity during this festive time 
of year. And though many celebrations looked 
different this year, there was still a feeling similar 
to God’s blessing of Jerusalem: 
“The city streets will be filled with boys and girls 
playing there.” – Zechariah 8:5 

Bobby Rodgers Clete Rodgers 

Elizabeth Pooler Emma Ritter 

Izzy Tucey Prestin Forbes 

Blake Ritter 
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REMINDER 
 If you call the church office, I can print or email 
an up-to-date Written Church Directory with 
names, addresses and phone numbers for you. This 
is a supplement to our photo directory and it is 
updated every time I get changes. Don’t get 
frustrated by outdated information. 
           Peggy 

“It is more blessed to give than to receive” 
Jesus, Acts 20:35 

 
 2020 has taught us the importance of giving 
in so many significant ways. We speak of 
sharing our “Time, Talents, Treasures and 
Testimonies” to the glory of God and the 
extension of His kingdom here on earth. The 
Bible calls us to commit ourselves to this sacred 
enterprise of investment. 

 
“In my devotion to the temple of God, I now give my 
personal treasures of gold and silver for the temple 

of my God” 
1 Chronicles 29:3 

 
 At FUMC, one of our five chosen core values 
is Extravagant Generosity! Perhaps more than 
any other character attribute, the practice of 
Extravagant Generosity showcases the heart of 
the Father who is all about giving His highest 
and best for us. To be generous is to be 
selfless. To be generous is to be moved and 
motivated to enjoy adding value to other 
people’s lives.  
 Generosity, in a Christian stewardship 
context, is all about the desire (and deep 
satisfaction) that comes from investing our lives 
in the things of God. Deploying our resources 
for the Lord’s purposes is the will of the Father. 
Doing those things with a great sense of excited 
joy, partnership, and fulfilling adventure is much 
more about the size of the heart than the size of 
the gift. This is the responsibility that every 
Christ follower has.  

 
“We also assume the responsibility for bringing to 

the house of the Lord each year the FIRSTFRUITS 
of our crops and of every tree.” 

Nehemiah 10:35 
 

 The extravagant generosity spirit was 
articulated so well through the words of John 
Wesley. “If the totality of my life is intended to 
be a blessing from heaven to all around me, 
then surely, this must be our daily mantra: “Do 
all the good you can. By all the means you can. 
In all the ways you can. In all the places you 
can. At all the times you can. To all the people 
you can. As long as ever you can” 

 Please pray about your commitment in the 
coming year and decide to be one who makes a  
difference by investing your life in God’s 
kingdom. Cara and I will be committing our lives 
to a full  
tithe of our gross income to the church 
operating budget. But in reality, we see our 
giving as to Jesus and his kingdom. Making the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ central in our lives and 
faith, means taking seriously God’s call to “Bring 
the best of the first fruits of your soil to the 
house of the Lord your God”. Exodus 23:19 
 Bringing our FIRST and our BEST to God in 
every area of life is what stewardship and 
Christian maturity is all about. Taking seriously 
God’s call upon our lives, no matter what the 
season, what the uncertainty, what the time, 
what the controversy, what the challenges, and 
what the changes will require to move forward, 
is what it means to be a faithful disciple. We 
live, sing, pray to, worship and give to an 
audience of One!  
 As we approach the coming year, the Parker 
family commits our support to a FIRST FRUITS 
lifestyle of giving our gifts and resources to God. 
We believe that our full tithe belongs in our local 
church, just as the Bible says,  
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse (the 
treasury room of the sanctuary), that there may 
be food in my house”. 
Malachi 3:10 
 When everyone gives, it ensures that our 
operating budget will be strong and 
uncompromised by designated giving. May God 
challenge us and stretch us all in our faith and 
discipleship as together we seek to become 
faithful disciples of Jesus Christ! 
 Excelling in this grace TOGETHER! 
 




