
Act Justly, Love Mercy, and Walk Humbly with God (Micah 6:8, NIV) 

be quick, easy, or simple.  
 These topics are the amalgamation of many 
renditions and forms of historical racism, abuse of 
police power, community tension, mistrust, 
complicated laws which direct and protect policing, 
social media, suspicions, patterns of overreach, 
majority-culture blind spots, and the co-opting of 
important justice messages with violence and 
mayhem.  
 Adding anger and vitriolic yelling, signs and 
accusations, fire and bricks, will only serve to 
deepen the divide we find ourselves trapped within. I 
call upon all peoples and all groups to stand down 
from angry finger-pointing and shaming. I call upon 
all peoples to kneel down with one another in 
humble prayer and confession for our culture’s tragic 
war on itself and one another. I call upon all peoples 
to lay down intentions of demonizing groups, races, 
governments, Councils, communities and individuals 
while they seek to articulate differing perspectives 
and opinions about our social construct. I am calling 
on all peoples to stand by with a readiness to 
engage in peacemaking, civil relational encounters, 
and conversations through a commitment to charity, 
honor, dignity and respect.  
 Mr. Moderator, let me close with this thought. 
America’s Father of the non-violent protest 
movement, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., reminds us 
prophetically that these many destructive choices 
our country is making are actually choices we do not 
want to make. He said, “I have decided to stick to 
love…Hate is too great a burden to bear.” ―Martin 
Luther King Jr. 
 As the President (Pastor), this is my hope and 
my goal for my people! 
 Thank you, Mr. Moderator. I now cede the 
balance of my time back to you.  
 
 

Pastor David Takes the  
Presidential Debate Stage 

 
Chris Wallace: Pastor David, “Are you willing, 
tonight, to condemn white supremacists and militia 
groups and to say that they need to stand down and 
not add to the violence in a number of these cities 
as we saw in Kenosha and as we’ve seen in 
Portland?”  
Pastor David:  Thank you Chris, what an 
important question that is. I want to unequivocally 
denounce, and renounce, any group that conveys a 
message of hatred, racial supremacy and violence 
as a means of social construction. These groups do 
not heal the fabric of our land, but tear at the heart 
of our fragile union. These messages, and methods, 
do not add civility, neighbor love, safety, and 
relational respect into our social framework, but defy 
the heart of mutual honor, which breaks our shared 
humanity.  
 What our cities and towns need are humble-
hearted people, with open and gentle spirits, to 
engage in vulnerable and transparent dialogues 
about very difficult topics that are undergirded by 
dynamics, systems, and realities that frighten and 
fracture our people. The African American (and 
ethnic minority) communities, the street-front 
business owner communities, the White majority 
communities, the Police Officer communities – all 
have a stake in this important conversation. We 
must all come together in order to heal. And to be 
fair, these conversations that we must have will not  
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TOGETHER 
 Normally at this time of 
year I’d be sharing with you 
about all the back-to-school 
and fall startup activities 
we’ve been getting into over 
the last month for our 
church’s children and youth. 
But as we all know, this 
year is no normal year. 

While our young people have started the school 
year mostly online (most elementary kids are able to 
attend in-person two days a week), we are grateful 
to have had a couple opportunities to reconnect with 
them in person, socially distanced. 
 In September, we hosted a drive-thru Hawaiian 
Luau as an opportunity for our Sunday School 
children to pick up their at-home lesson packets. 
Wednesday Night Leaders Patty Encinas, Ben 
Harrison, Ginger & Ken Opdyke, Cara & David 
Parker, and I, donning our leis and luau attire, each 
had a drive-up station in the church parking lot. 
Families would pull up to each station and had to 
answer a Hawaiian trivia question before receiving 
the item at that station. Ultimately, each child 
received a lei, beachy drink to-go, Sunday School 
packet, and mystery grab bag filled with supplies 
and goodies. 
 Seven different families drove through our 
parking lot Luau, which accounted for 10 of our 
regular Sunday School kids. That’s a pretty good 
percentage of our regular attendees, so we’ll be 
hosting another similar event in October, and you 
can probably guess what theme we’ll go with: 
Halloween! 
 I’m also excited to share with you that our Youth 
Group was finally able to gather again! Of course, 
we have many safety precautions in place, but it 
was so good to be in each other’s presence. With 
masks on and appropriate distance between each of 
us, our group got together this past Friday night for 
our inaugural Fireside Friday. 
 We gathered on the lawn space by the church 
shed with a bonfire in the center. This was our first 
opportunity to be together with our new 7th graders, 
so they were introduced, and we all got 
reacquainted. After playing some distanced games 
in the parking lot, we had a lesson on For King & 
Country’s song Together. Guided by their lyrics, we 
discussed how being together can help us both in 
good times and bad. We also related to Nehemiah 
drawing people together to rebuild the walls of 
Jerusalem. All in all, it was a great night, and we 
look forward to continuing Fireside Fridays for as 
long as the weather allows. 
 To listen to the song Together, go to 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=lR1Hk0FVi_k. The 
lyrics are especially timely with our world climate, 
and the music video is also powerful. 

“Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we 
will no longer be in disgrace.” I also told them about 
the gracious hand of my God on me and what the 
king had said to me. 
They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they began 
this good work. – Nehemiah 2:17-18 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear OHFUMC Family, 
 Our Cub Scout Pack 4059, is in the middle of 
their annual popcorn fundraiser for the 2020/2021 
scout year.  The money that is raised from the 
popcorn fundraiser helps the Scouts pay their way 
for their Scout year. It  can help fundraise for their 
annual fees, pack events, pack awards, the special 
events of the year, as well as family camping.  
 We currently have 3 Cub Scouts that attend 
OHFUMC. If you would like to help one of our 
Scouts—Prestin Forbes, Bobby Rodgers, and Clete 
Rodgers—please message me, and I can send you 
the direct link to their Trails End page. The only way 
our Scouts can get credit for ordering is by using 
their code. 
     Kristina Forbes 
     360-720-7048 
     newmemories0712@yahoo.com 

ANNUAL EVALUATION OF 
PASTOR DAVID 

 Last year we moved Pastor’s David evaluation 
time to November due to our Annual Conference 
with our District Superintendent, Rev. Mack Galang 
being held in the late fall time. Well…fall is here and 
SPPR needs to once again prepare for Pastor 
David’s evaluation/assessment. 
 We are asking for your help in offering specific, 
constructive and healthy feedback to strengthen, 
improve, celebrate and encourage the ministry of 
our Pastor. Would you please offer your prayerful 
and insightful feedback so that in our review time, 
we can engage the true substance of his leadership 
and ministry?  
 Feedback for Pastor David’s annual review can 
be submitted to Linda Jury at jury@oakharbor.net or 
360-929-3948. Reviews are due no later than 
Saturday, October 31st.  All feedback is 
confidential and will be summarized with all other 
inputs in a generic fashion.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lR1Hk0FVi_k
mailto:newmemories0712@yahoo.com
mailto:jury@oakharbor.net
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A/V Update: Beginning to see the finish line… 
A report of progress on our church’s audio/visual upgrade 

project as of September 30 
 
 Our collective vision of improved lighting, better 
sound, state-of-the-art technology in the A/V booth and 
the ability to stream our services and special events in 
a professional manner has made great strides toward 
completion during these past weeks, and we can now 
envision a restored and put-together sanctuary. It’s 
difficult, I know, for those of you who have been away 
from the building for so long to envision what you will 
see upon our return to worship.  Let me assure you, it 
will be your sanctuary.  The most notable differences 
will be dual screens up front, along with projectors 
mounted above them, and speakers suspended from 
the overhead.  Pastor David wants us to know, “We will 
ensure a beautiful blend of our Traditional atmosphere 
with Communion table, baptismal font, candles, Bible 
and banners along with outstanding modern 
technology, which will empower both sacred and 
contemporary worship expressions for years to come.” 
 For the first time, those who are performing and 
delivering the message from up front will be well and 
professionally lighted rather than presiding “in the 
dark”.  And, you will no doubt see a halo of light around 
our cross.  (With much credit to Ross Mordhorst for the 
fine woodwork!)  Your worship experience will be 
further enhanced by significantly improved graphics 
and clear, balanced sound.  Bottom line:  You will see 
changes, but changes all for the good.  And I predict 
you will be blessed and enriched by them. 
 Regarding the mechanics of the project, we’ve now 
received almost all of the equipment that has been so 
long in coming.  Two exceptions:  One of our two 
sanctuary cameras is still back-ordered, as is the in-
wall controller to manage sound and video in 
Centennial Hall.  Speakers and lighting are installed, 
and we have been using our two new computers for 
our streaming services for the past few Sundays.  
Drywall openings to run power and control cables in the 
sanctuary are now closed, and it’s almost time to paint.  
All power runs are in place, and downstairs ceiling tiles 
and other items moved for the project have been put 
back in place. There is still much to be done, but our 
contractors, Josh and Ryan, and our electrician, Derek, 
have been working faithfully to get the project 
completed. Except for those few items that we may not 
have by then, we expect project completion by the end 
of October. 
 As you know, and per the church’s desire to 
prepare ourselves for the “next generation”, this A/V 
upgrade project was approved and undertaken with the 
future in mind.  While its overall effect will enhance the  

traditional service we have always known, we now also 
have the ability to expand our worship environment to 
accommodate the needs and desires of all age groups, 
well into the future.  I look forward to the day when we 
can all enjoy the fruits of our labors together. 
 
      Dave Williams, Project Manager  

REPORT FROM FINANCE TEAM 
 Hello Church Family – What a year it has been! I 
cannot believe we are already heading into the last 
three months of this unprecedented year. And the 
events of the last week have certainly added to this 
unpredictability we as a nation are experiencing in 
ways never seen before. Pastor David has routinely 
shared with you on Sundays how very blessed we as a 
church have been throughout this year. I would like to 
add my sincere thanks to all of you for continuing with 
your faithful giving. To be completely transparent with 
you, we did have a couple of months when our current 
expense income was a little below budget (which 
typically happens in the summer months). Although Jim 
is still processing all the September receipts and 
disbursements, I am happy to report that through the 
end of August your giving exceeded the budget by 
nearly $1,000. Combine that with the careful spending 
plan we have adopted - we had a surplus for the month 
of August of $11K!, which erases the yearly deficit of 
nearly $2k - and we’re seeing a yearly surplus of 
$9K. This is certainly great news for FUMC!      
 In addition, the Cell Tower income is now steadily 
coming in from AT&T. Many thanks to efforts of Jayson 
Jury. For your information, those funds are set aside 
from our current expense account. A team is currently 
developing a plan for how those funds will be managed 
(similar to the Endowment Fund). Speaking of the 
Endowment Fund Committee, with the market doing so 
well despite the pandemic, we have seen a 6% gain in 
our funds through the end of August. Let’s pray it 
continues through the end of the year (and beyond). 
 The Stewardship/Finance Team will be meeting this 
week to discuss how we will approach a stewardship 
campaign this year. In addition, we will be starting to 
look at a budget for 2021. Because of the uncertainty of 
when the church will reopen, I do not foresee any major 
increases to the budget. With that said, it is my hope 
that you will all be able to pledge the same in 2021 as 
you have done this year. 
 Stay Healthy and Mask Up! 
       Carol Decker 
       Chair – Finance Team 


