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The Haven Open to Volunteers 
again! 
 
The Haven Homeless overnight 
shelter is once again open to 
volunteers working with them. Our 
church has a deep history in 
supporting and volunteering for the 

Haven overnight shelter. If you would like to sign up 
for any of the overnight host shifts, log on to their 
website and use the online signup system at the 
bottom of the webpage, or call 360-900-3077.  
The Haven is still located in Oak Harbor. They have 
been staying at the Christian Reformed Church and 
will be moving to the First Reformed Church for the 
summer. They have purchased the old Kingdom Hall 
just outside of Coupeville, but are still in the 
community meetings phase of seeking approval and 
removing obstacles to operations.    
The Whidbey Homeless Coalition has produced a 
12.5 minute video reviewing our state’s homeless 
status and our island’s efforts to address our local 
problems/challenges. You can watch this video on 
their website at https://whidbeyhomeless.org.  
 
I hope you will join me in supporting this valuable 
community service. 
 
Pastor David 

Hello friends and new faces!  
 My name is Amy Conner and whether we have 
met before or will be meeting soon, I look forward to 
becoming the new Communications and Office 
Administrator and assisting you with everything I can. 
 I am so grateful to be given this opportunity to 
grow within the church even more. I have been a 
member of this church for many years and have seen 
plenty of transitions myself; going from a child in 
Sunday school, to getting confirmed in the sanctuary, 
to helping hold together a youth group when there 
were only a few of us, to becoming a part of the 
young adult group, to here in this office.  Many of 
you may have seen me and we have never met or 
you are new members and due to Covid have yet to 
see me in person. Either way I look forward to 
creating bonds with each of you. 
 A little more about me, I (like Peggy) am a cat 
person and have 2 cats named Kana (top photo) and 
Bailey (bottom photo) — both are girls.  
 Seth and I met here in the Methodist church as 
youth and became best friends all throughout school. 
We have been together for the past 5 years, and 
through the good and bad we do our best to support 
each other, and I couldn’t be happier. 
 I am a creative person who loves crafts and 
problem solving, unless it's math problems! Oak 
Harbor is my hometown, and I don't think I could ever 
leave. I find myself thanking God for the beautiful 
scenery most days.  
 During this time of change I appreciate the 
encouraging words and your patience as I learn the 
ins and outs of this new job. I thank Peggy for being a 
wonderful teacher and I will do my absolute best to 
live up to her standards while 
putting in my own personal touch.  
 
Amy Conner  

https://whidbeyhomeless.org


 4. We’re a spiritual family. 
In the church, God is our adoptive Father, and we 
are all spiritual siblings. Families are meant to live 
together in mutuality and love. “Healthy families 
live together, laugh together, cry together, and 
help each other.”  
 5. Preaching is a sacred moment. 
Preaching God’s word is fundamentally a live, 
sacred moment. In these moments, pastors 
shepherd their own sheep, and sheep hear the 
voice of their shepherds. In these moments, we ’re 
struck not only by the content of the message but 
also the gravity of the moment. A prophetic word 
is contextualized for the people of this community 
on any given day.  
 6. There’s nothing like singing together. 
This is the hard one since we cannot yet sing out 
loud together. We are still “singing” through one 
voice. But like the underground church has 
always done, God’s people will figure out how to 
praise him together, as faithfully and safely as 
possible. And so, we still wear masks, open 
windows, sanitize everything, recite liturgy, hum 
and even whisper-worship. Without a doubt, God 
will hear the praises of his people no matter our 
volume. 
 7. We need baptisms and communion. 
Whether your church has practiced these 
ordinances “virtually” or not, every believer needs 
to see and taste these gracious symbols so that 
we can sense the gospel story once again. 
Baptism and communion remind us that God 
communicates to us in sensory ways.  
 8. You have a job to do. 
If you’re a believer, you have a job to do when the 
church gathers. The work of ministry isn’t mainly 
for pastors and leaders. It’s for every Christian. 
Every believer has spiritual gifts meant to be 
used, and every church body desperately needs 
every body part to be active (Rom 12:4–8; Eph 
4:15–16; 1 Pet 4:10–11). 
 9. Our worship is a witness. 
The unbelieving world needs to see the gospel’s 
transforming power embodied in a local family of 
Christians who love God and serve each other, 
and their community, in a “most gracious and 
gritty way.” 
 10. Greetings change lives. 
Something as small as a greeting can have a 
huge impact. Even if these greetings are masked, 
touchless, and distanced, they’re still life-shaping 
micro-events of loving friendship in every church.  
You may not be able to return right away. You 
might need to exercise caution for yourself or 
those you love. You might need to keep watching 
from a distance for a while. But when the time is 
right, God’s people can and must gather again, 
and I hope you’ll join in soon! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Oak Harbor FUMC 
 

 For over a year, our church sanctuary was 
turned into a “TV/Livestream production studio” 
where a small handful of servants occupied a 
large, empty space to help us all do worship 
every Sunday. At first it was odd, but we soon 
settled into a new, unfamiliar reality. 
 A long time later (one year), we are now 
able to gather together again in house. We are 
still using Covid safety protocols under 
Conference direction with local discretion and 
county and state qualifiers. All of that last 
fancy, official language means that church 
worship will still not quite feel like “church 
worship” that we have loved in the past. 
However, we are well on the way to returning to 
some of the most important features of life on 
planet earth – friendship, community and life 
together! 
 Pastor David Gundersen of Bridgepoint 
Church has aptly and rightly offered ten reasons 
why we should all come out of hibernation and 
come back together [unless you feel unsafe, are 
not fully vaccinated or are still extremely 
vulnerable to infection]. Indeed, someone might 
even ask, “Why would we even gather together 
any more to risk fatal disease?” Unless you are a 
person who needs to stay home for health 
reasons, here are David Gunderson’s abridged 
ten reasons to come back to church. 
 1. We’re embodied creatures. 
We’re not ethernet beings and do not float in 
virtual space. “We’re not just pixels and 
screennames, headshots on Zoom and 
Facetime. We’re human beings. We’re 
designed to see and hear and taste and touch 
and feel our way through the physical world 
God’s made.” 
 2. The church is one body. 
The Bible teaches us that we are not 
independent but interdependent. Our spiritual 
gifts are like eyes and ears and hands and feet. 
We all play a key role in the body’s growth and 
mission. So, optimum health means avoiding 
being/remaining “dislocated” from one another. 
 3. The Spirit is drawing us. 
God’s Spirit can’t be divided, so when believers 
are separated involuntarily, we feel the tension 
of our apartness as spiritual distress. The Spirit 
lives in us corporately, not just individually. The 
Body of Christ is strongest when we are 
together! 
  

https://www.esv.org/Rom%2012%3A4%E2%80%938/
https://www.esv.org/Eph%204%3A15%E2%80%9316/
https://www.esv.org/Eph%204%3A15%E2%80%9316/
https://www.esv.org/1%20Pet%204%3A10%E2%80%9311/


The Summer of ‘21 
 
As our isolated lives 
dragged on in 2020, I 
recall seeing several 
memes that said, “the 
most useless purchase of 

2019 was a 2020 planner.” Thankfully, we’re now at a 
point where we are dusting off those long-unused 
calendars and starting to pencil some events and 
gatherings back in. This is true for our Young People’s 
Ministries as we cautiously start to add programming 
back into our church life. Here are the activities we’re 
anticipating this summer, some of which our entire 
church family is invited to attend! 
 

Youth Group 
Amplified Concert 
 Our Youth Group band, Amplified, has been meeting 
for several weeks, working on praise songs to share with 
you, our congregation! We are excited to close out this 
(odd) school year with a parking lot concert on 
Thursday, July 24 at 7:00pm. Bring your own lawn chair 
to the church parking lot to enjoy an evening of music 
presented by our own Youth Group members. 
Camping at… Camp Indianola! 
 Typically going to Camp and going camping are two 
different things, but this year they are one. As you may 
know, Camp Indianola is operating all Adventure Camps 
entirely outdoors this year. They have set up a campsite 
that will accommodate 11 tents and has an outdoor 
kitchen. Our church raised and donated $1,000 – plus a 
variety of supplies – at our Palm Sunday drive-thru, 
which went toward purchasing a chainsaw needed to 
prepare the group campsite. Our Youth Group is also 
making plans to spend a weekend camping at Indianola 
toward the end of summer. 
 

Family Ministries 
Picnic in the Park 
 In a nod to all-church picnics of the past, our 
Families Ministries team is inviting you to a Bring-Your-
Own-Dinner Picnic at Windjammer Park on Wednesday, 
July 7 at 6:00pm. Different from our picnics of the past, 
we are not yet ready to have a buffet meal. Instead, we 
invite you to bring your own meal, but join your church 
family for connection and conversation. We’ll be at the 
kitchen structure on the East side of Windjammer by the 
park. 
Vacation Bible School 
 While it is not yet a good time to resume our 
traditional week-long, indoor VBS for 100 kids, our 
Family Ministries team does want to offer some 
programming for kids this summer. Nothing is set yet, 
but our team is considering plans for a one-day, entirely 
outdoor event to happen in August. We will keep you 
posted with future details and any requests for our 
church family’s participation through volunteering or 
donating items. 
 We look forward to sharing these special moments 
of regathering with each other and with 
our church family. See you soon! 

 In the following months, I want to continue 
sharing further thoughts about this digital era we live 
in and how it influences society and culture, more 
specifically religious communities. 
 I continue quoting Professor Quentin J. Schultze 
from Calvin College in Grand Rapids, MI, who has 
done extensive research and published about these 
topics, in the scope of social communication and 
religion. 

----- 
 Writer Jon Katz recently said that news 
coverage of the Internet lurches "from one extreme 
to the other." Either the Net is "a dread menace or 
it’s a Utopian vision." Journalism, he concluded, 
"has been asleep at the switches," because the Net 
is "not simply a story about technology, but it’s a 
revolutionary change in the society and culture." As 
a result, journalism "is in the sad position of having 
to play catch-up, if it can." 
 Perhaps the church is playing catch-up as well. 
Denominations are perplexed about how to use the 
Net wisely. Most congregations seem divided about 
new technologies. Religious periodicals are waiting 
for the dust to settle, hoping to learn from the 
success or failure of mainstream media in the digital 
world. Christian colleges are sauntering into the 
electronic age just in time to hang onto students 
who would otherwise follow the technology to 
schools that promise laptop computers and port-per-
pillow networks in dormitories. 
 Movie critic and historian Neal Gabler, in his 
Line new book Life the Movies How Entertainment 
Conquered Reality, locates the source of Percy’s 
lament in Hollywood moviemaking. Gabler says that 
we are witnessing "the triumph of entertainment 
over life itself." Ironically, his thesis is anchored 
largely in an electronic world of film and television, 
while part of the world now travels at breakneck 
speed into a future of bits, bytes and 
technoboosterism. 
 I, too, am lost in the computerized cosmos. 
Maybe if we can discern the right questions, we can 
begin to unravel the digital complexities of 
contemporary culture. Then it might be possible to 
discover things our church can do to be relevant 
and effective communicating the message of 
salvation. 

----- 
A few very interesting questions will 
be coming in the next issue, stay 
tuned!  


