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CHURCH REOPENING UPDATE 
 For the past year, our church has operated 
under our PNW Conference's guidelines of 
Reimagining Life Together (RLT), taking a 
cautious approach to move toward and into 
phases of reopening. A new framework has 
recently been released that will soon take us out of 
the phased reopening approach and offer us both 
more control and responsibility at the local level. 
Our church's RLT team met Monday and is 
developing our plans for further opening that will 
go into effect in the next few weeks. Stay tuned. 

A LEADERSHIP LAB FOR  
COMMUNITY LEADERS 

 
 For the past five 

months, I have been immersed in a special 
continuing education program with a diverse group 
of community leaders from various sectors of our 
society, called “Leadership Whidbey.” This 
program’s first class was launched this year for 
Whidbey Island, although the concept has been in 
many communities around the country for many 
years.  
 The big idea is to cultivate long-term committed 
relationships of collaborative, cross-sector 
partnerships to foster vitality for a heathy 
community in every sector. Our course took us into 
daylong, intensive looks into the worlds of (1) 
Business/Marketplace/Navy sector; (2) 
Government/codes/zoning; (3) Health care (social/
physical/mental); (4) Diversity/Inclusion/peoples/ 
unheard voices; (5) Environment/Impact/Ecology; 
and (6) Arts/Culture/ Education.  
 One of the outcomes was to discover there are 
many “stakeholders” in the journey towards a 
healthy society that works for everyone. If we only 
look through one lens, or only consider one 
measure (criterion), we will most likely experience a 
“shortfall” in positive social indicators and/or an 
“overshoot” of negative environmental conditions. 
This theory of balance is known as the Green 
Doughnut for a safe and just space for humanity to 
dwell together. You can check out the helpful 
diagram at this link: https://www.voicesofyouth.org/
blog/doughnut-economics-lets-not-fry-economy-
post-covid-19. 
 Society doesn’t function in its “sweet 

spot” (highest rendition) unless every aspect of 
what makes up society is thriving. My two big 
takeaways from this program are to understand and 
appreciate that (1) healthy society necessitates  

awareness, action and promotional intentions for 
more than my own world/sphere/sector and (2) 
everybody needs to see and own themselves as 
leaders to make collaborative, thriving society 
possible. For me, that means affirming community 
engagement for myself and for all my parishioners. 
What difference and what impact will we make for 
Oak Harbor? How can we cross-pollinate with 
other sectors of our society in support of the 
greater good? 
 As disciples (followers) of Jesus, we are called 
to live as people who want to help heal the world. 
As Eugene Peterson puts it in his translation of 
Jesus’ commissioning of his disciples: “He gave 
them power to kick out the evil spirits and to 
tenderly care for the bruised and hurt 
lives” (Matthew 10:1, The Message). In other 
words, as is said in Judaism, “Tikkun Olam,” or “to 
Heal the World!” We are called to be world 
healers, spiritually, relationally, physically, 
economically, environmentally, racially, politically, 
culturally---and on we go. Let every part of this 
world and life be drawn into the perfection of every 
part of God’s kingdom reign among us.  
 “Your kingdom come, Your will 
be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven!” 

https://greaternw.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Stepping-Forward-FINAL.pdf
https://www.voicesofyouth.org/blog/doughnut-economics-lets-not-fry-economy-post-covid-19
https://www.voicesofyouth.org/blog/doughnut-economics-lets-not-fry-economy-post-covid-19
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 How many of you have yet 
been impacted by the latest 
technological additions to our 
church facilities? If you have 
had the opportunity to be in 

our sanctuary, you will surely notice great 
enhancements in the aural aspect. This is an area 
I pay particular attention to, because of my 
professional training but especially because I 
believe it has the biggest impact in the worship 
experience.  
 Professor Quentin J. Schultze from Calvin 
College gives us more insights about the 
importance of technology in church. 
 
New technologies offer us a means of serving 
members of our congregations who are hard of 
hearing or have difficulty seeing. 
 This alone is a solid argument in favor of 
incorporating presentational technology in worship. 
As followers of Jesus Christ we need to think 
seriously about how new technologies can serve 
those in our churches who have special needs. To 
bring them more fully into corporate worship is a 
laudatory goal. 
 It is one thing to improve only marginally the 
quality of worship for everyone in a congregation 
and something far greater to include in the 
liturgical dialogue people who are otherwise 
unable to participate well or fully. 
 
Presentational technologies will allow us to 
expand our worship space. 
 This rationale carries considerable weight, 
because all churches should consider the visual 
and aural aspects of worship space. If a church is 
growing numerically, a time will come when its 
existing worship space will not be adequate. 
Technology can expand the spatial scale of 
worship with enhanced visual and aural clarity, but 
technologies cannot guarantee that congregants 
will be a church, only that they can do church. 
 Regardless of how much presentational 
technology a congregation implements, a church 
has to use the technology to counter mainstream 
culture, which defines public events in terms of 
consumption rather than participation. 
 

 Personally, why do you think technology should 
be used in worship? I’m very intrigued to know 
your thoughts! 

A TIME OF WAITING 
 I recently visited the Garden 
Center at Home Depot, which was 
buzzing with activity as people 
endeavor to refresh their gardens. 
Of course, there is the work of 
eliminating the weeds that creep up 

in the midst of everything, as well as feeding and 
nurturing the plants already established. But 
perhaps one of the more exciting processes to 
follow is planting something new. 
 Sometimes our new plants are actually 
transplants that have already been started by 
someone else, like how Ginger helped me redo my 
garden beds last year using a variety of plants from 
friends. Other times, like what we did at Family 
Ministries’ Earth Day gathering a couple weeks 
ago, we start from the very beginning by planting 
seeds. Either way, there is a period of waiting. 
We’ve prepared the soil, inserted the seeds or 
plants, covered them, and we periodically add 
water, but now we must wait. We wait to see if the 
preparations and growing conditions are sufficient 
to get this plant to sprout or bud. Sometimes we are 
tempted to dig down and check on the progress of 
the roots, but ultimately, we know we need to trust 
in the transformative process and wait. 
 I was in an area UMC Zoom gathering recently 
where our worship leader, Rev. Shalom Agtarap, 
likened this process to the day before Easter, Holy 
Saturday. In our modern celebrations of Lent and 
Easter, we can easily overlook Holy Saturday 
because we already know that Jesus was 
resurrected on Easter. Our hope is fulfilled. But 
when we remember the original Holy Saturday, we 
know it was a time of waiting. Jesus had been 
crucified and laid in a tomb, so Mary and the 
disciples were mourning and trying to imagine life in 
a new way. Their hope had not yet been fulfilled. 
And yet, they trusted in the transformative process 
of Jesus’ sacrifice. 
 Fourteen months into this global pandemic, we 
are experiencing a prolonged Holy Saturday. We 
feel stuck, waiting and hoping for life in the 
resurrection. We are trying to imagine life in new 
ways, predicting what a post-Covid world looks like 
and when it will be achieved. It’s not yet clear what 
that will look like, but we do know life is stirring and 
growing in ways that we cannot yet see. Much like 
the waiting for plant growth, this is an opportunity 
for us to trust in the transformation happening, 
anticipating the blooms to come. 



SO LONG, FAREWELL, 
AUF WIEDERSEHEN, 

GOODBYE 
 
 I have been 
composing this note for 

quite some time.  I have written and rewritten it 
many times while lying in bed on a sleepless 
night – it’s when I do my best work!  Of course, 
once I am out of bed and sitting at the 
computer, I completely forget what I wanted to 
say.  I have compiled and edited hundreds of 
editions of the Twin Flames, and this, alas, will 
be my last.  I will still be around training Amy 
Conner but this is my last chance to share my 
thoughts with you in this format.   
 
 It is hard to put into words my experiences 
as your church secretary.  I have written many 
notes “From the Outer Office” in the Thursday 
emails and shared some of my thoughts. I have 
enjoyed speaking with you over the phone or in 
passing throughout the building, as well as 
visiting those of you who frequented the church 
office (even if just to sneak a piece of candy, or 
4-5). You each left behind a tiny part of you that 
I will treasure always.  
 
 To my fellow staff over the years (and there 
have been many), what can I say? I could 
probably devote an entire book to our 
experiences. We’ve had good days, bad days, 
crazy days, up and down days.  But for the most 
part, we have pulled together and been a top-
notch team. Life would have indeed been empty 
without your presence, your sharing, and your 
teaching and I have stored up many memories 
from those interactions, too. 
 
 I can’t begin to name everyone who has 
made my job a joy (or even those who have 
caused me to pull my hair out) but there are four 
specific people I need to single out: 
 
 Pastor David Lura – my mentor, my 
teacher, my confidant, my friend.  Without 
David’s leadership and patience, I would not 
have been able to accomplish the early years of 
sitting in the office day by day. I was so lost in 
the church dynamics and protocol. David, your 
patience with all my many questions was so 
much appreciated. And your listening ear for my 
frustrations with life in general will not be 
forgotten. I am eternally Grateful for you. 

 Pastor Dave Johnson – I will never forget 
how you always had more faith in my abilities 
than I did.  You asked me many times to 
complete a task for you and secretly I thought to  
myself, “I don’t know how to do that…”  Some- 
how, you knew without a doubt I could do it.  
Thank you for trusting my abilities, and me! 
 Pastor Vonna Thomas – Thank you for 
your kindness and patience.  You also taught 
me important lessons in working for a church 
and leading by example. 
 Pastor David Parker – I so appreciate your 
willingness to be my wordsmith for the many 
times the words just would not come. I could 
always count on you to write up newsletter 
articles or email announcements to fill empty 
space. Thank you. 
 
 This is my second retirement. First from 32 
years of working for the Department of Defense 
and now from my church job of 14 years.  It is 
very hard to bid you all farewell and I find myself 
getting a little misty-eyed just thinking about it.  
But I think the Covid shutdown may have had a 
positive side in that it allowed me to work from 
home – a sort of pre-retirement.  And I’ll be 
honest, I liked the concept.  I was able to work 
early morning hours, and late evening hours.  
Now, sliding into retirement just feels natural. 
 
 I am looking forward to devoting more time 
to my cat sitting business and to spending time 
with Ray. I am not, however, looking forward to 
conquering my “to-do” list of household projects 
– the ones I said I was going to do after my first 
retirement in 2004! Guess I can’t put them off 
any longer. 
 
 And so, my dear friends, in closing, I share 
these words with you…  
 

“There's a sad sort of clanging  
from the clock in the hall. 

And the bells in the steeple too. 
And up in the nursery an absurd little bird  

is popping up to say cukoo! 
Cukoo! Cukoo! 

Regretfully they tell us but firmly they compel us 
To say goodbye to you… (from The Sound of Music) 
 
 Thank you and much love from the bottom of 
my heart. God bless you all. 


