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Say “Hello!” to  
the Whole world! 

 
  I recently participated in a full 
day intercultural sensitivity training 
for UMC pastors. It was a very 
interesting day learning about the 

Bennett and Hammer spectrum they developed in 
1998. This spectrum helps us to see where we are in 
our capacity and “fluency” of engaging peoples and 
cultures who are different than us.  
 In our increasingly diverse and pluralistic society, 
Americans (and Christians in particular) need to 
become fluent navigators of a vast variety of people so 
we can become excellent NEIGHBOR-LOVERS of all!  
 Most of us grew up in, and have lived within, a 
monocultural mindset. This large category has 
three stages. (1) Denial, which is characterized by 
disinterest and avoidance of differences. (2) Defensive, 
which is characterized by viewing the world as “us vs. 
them.” (3) Minimization, which is characterized by 
ignoring and assuming all are like us. These first three 
ways of “relating” to difference is very ethnocentric (self 
focused on our kind of people). In this micro worldview, 
people tend to be more judgmental and suspicious of 
differences. 
 The challenge for all people, especially majority 

culture people, is to move our lives into the next 
advanced part of the spectrum known as intercultural 

mindset. This category also has three stages. (1) 
Acceptance, which is characterized by peace from afar, 
as you acknowledge and respect differences, but are 

relationally distant. (2) Adaptation, which is 
characterized by personal engagements, as you move 
in and out of different cultures. (3) At home, which is 

characterized by the ability to take the perspective of 
another and to behave differently in other cultures. This 

last stage is the highest form of acceptance and 
integration of cross-culture relational capacities.  
 These latter skills and passions are the heart of 

missionaries who seek to contextualize their lives and 
relationships to meet people as they are, where they 
are at, to join them in their surroundings and culture, in 

order to authentically love them into life! This last is the 

macro worldview, which sees uniqueness as one 
among many, all rich and important.  

 One day, Heaven will look like the great, 
finished, perfected and completed tapestry of ethnic 
diversity God has started on earth. The Apostle 
John was given a sneak peak of this in Revelation 
7:9-10: “After this I looked, and behold, a great 
multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their 
hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation 
belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to 
the Lamb!” 
 Seems like we all should be working hard today 
on the reality (racial reconciliation) that will 
ultimately last for all of eternity! We are called to be 
one family. Now is the time to believe that message 
and behave it into existence! 
 “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my 
flesh” – Genesis 2:23 

COVID UPDATE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 As we shared last month, our eligibility to stay in 
church Phase 2.1 is determined each Monday based 
on the data at CovidActNow.org. Because Island 
County moved back into the Orange level ("at risk of 
outbreak") as of Monday, March 8, we had to revert 
back to Phase 2 of church reopening. This is at least 
through Sunday, March 14, and our eligibility for the 
following week will be determined on March 15. To 
stay up-to-date on our eligibility status, check the 
homepage or Covid-19 page of our church website. 

http://oakharborfumc.org
https://oakharborfumc.org/welcome/covid-19


PART II 
 This is a continuation of research 
by Professor Quentin J. Schultze 
from Calvin College, in which he 
analyses the challenges churches 
face when adopting multimedia 
technology in their services. So, as 
we continue thinking on the best ways to use 
technology, connect with the newer generations 
and keep our identity as congregation and 
denomination, here are two more reasons why 
technology is important. 
3. We have to create more powerful worship 
experiences. 
 An overly enthusiastic desire to use techno-
logy to create a powerful worship experience can 
too easily lead a church to a darkly utilitarian view 
of worship. Simplistic ends—like an emotional 
high or a feel-good experience—do not justify 
technological means. 
 Worship is not meant to hinge on individual or 
collective experience, but to focus our attention on 
what God has done, is doing, and has promised to 
do in the world. Ultimately, liturgy is the work of 
God's grace in our lives, not our techniques for 
creating experiences. 
4. Without using new technologies, we will not 
be able to increase the size of our 
congregation. 
 This is a knotty rationale to address, because 
larger, wealthy congregations often have all kinds 
of other things going for them: greater word of 
mouth (the best church "advertising" there is), 
higher visibility locations, a less threatening envi-
ronment because of being able to visit anony-
mously, a larger and more skilled technology staff, 
paid worship leaders and sometimes even 
musicians, psychological momentum, and more. 
 Smaller churches are not as likely to use 
advanced technologies well, partly because they 
do not have the resources or expertise and partly 
because they sometimes overestimate their own 
capabilities. 
 Numerical congregational growth is a thorny 
criterion. Depending on what else comes with it, it 
could be blessing or bane to good worship. 
 Stay tuned for the last part! 

HOLY WEEK HAPPENINGS 
 With our two Christmas drive-thru 
events being so well attended and our 
congregation excited about the oppor-
tunity to engage and participate in safe 
ways, our Family Ministries team is 
happy to share that we’ll be doing 

something similar for Holy Week! 
Palm Parade 
 On Palm Sunday, March 28, we’ll be hosting a 
drive-thru Palm Parade for all ages. You’re invited 
to drive through the church parking lot between 
1:00-3:00 pm, stopping at several stations along 
the way. 
 The first stop will be picking up your palm 
leaves to wave as you drive through. We know 
folding your palm leaves into a cross is popular with 
our congregation, so you’ll also receive an 
instructional sheet about how to do that. Then you’ll 
visit additional stations to receive Holy Week 
goodies as well as have opportunities to offer 
something for others.  
 One thing you are invited to bring is flowers 
from your garden (or a store) to transform our 
Easter cross from bare wood to blooming beauty. 
And since everyone will come at different times, 
we’ll be recording the flowering process so that we 
can share that special tradition with you on Easter 
Sunday during our worship service. 
 The other opportunity for you to bring something 
is for our mission focus, benefitting Camp 
Indianola. Camp Indianola is our area United 
Methodist church camp, which has had to remain 
closed throughout the pandemic. They are embark-
ing on renovation projects to revitalize the camp for 
broader outreach, as well as working on plans for 
possible 2021 summer camp offerings, like back-
packing and outdoor adventure camps. You can 
help by donating new or gently used tents, hiking 
backpacks, sleeping bags, sleeping pads, or camp 
stoves, or by giving a financial gift.  
The Easter Story Egg 
 My children’s story during worship on Palm 
Sunday will be the start of a week-long journey of 
the Easter Story Egg. Each day of Holy Week I’ll be 
posting a short video storytime with my Easter 
Story Egg, sharing about some of the special 
meanings and traditions of Holy Week. The videos 
will be posted to the church’s Facebook and Insta-
gram accounts, so be sure to follow along for the 
full story! (And in case you didn’t know, you can 
see our posts even if you don’t have a Facebook or 
Instagram account!) 
Easter Egg Hunt 
 Our final Holy Week event will be an Easter Egg 

Hunt for kids on Saturday, April 3 between 1:00 -
2:00 pm at Smith Park. This year’s Egg Hunt will 
be come-and-go style. Kids and parents who 
attend are asked to wear your masks. 
 We look forward to seeing you soon! 



AUDIO/VIDEO/LIGHTING UPGRADE –  
A SALUTE TO YOUR AVL TEAM 

 
 In late January the AVL team was most 
pleased to be able to share a video production 
that provided a visual update on our lengthy but 
highly successful AVL (audio/video/lighting) 
upgrade project.  As we close out the month of 
February, and as some of you have, most 
thankfully, been able to join us for in-person 
worship in the sanctuary, I’m happy to report 
that the construction portion of our very ambi-
tious project has essentially been completed 
and that all of the major systems are up and 
running.  Some minor items of work remain, as 
well as some fine tuning, but the focus now 
transitions to the all-important training portion of 
the project – ensuring that our AVL team is able 
to fully utilize the incredible new technology we 
now have at our disposal. 
 As we enter this phase of the upgrade, I take 
this opportunity to shout out to you our team 
members – those who have worked so hard, for 
so long, to provide the all-important livestream-
ing Sunday worship experiences that have 
meant so much to our congregation over the 
past Covid year. 
 Last March, when Covid shut down in-house 
and in-person worship, we did not have 
integrated live-streaming capability.  In short 
order, through the creativity of Sebastian, Erin, 
Dave Cecka and Chris Opdyke, a makeshift 
setup was conceived and configured, and 
through this miracle those of us at home were 
able to hear the message and worship in Covid 
safety.  This commission-ing crew was soon 
joined by the indomitable Bob Wallin, and Ben 
Harrison joined the praise band on a regular 
basis. 
 Later, as work on our AVL upgrade 
progressed, I joined the team and the live 
streaming effort gradually incorporated new 
equipment as it came on line.  Today, I’m  

pleased to report that our livestreaming capa-
bility is a permanent part of our AVL system, 
and livestreaming will be an integral part of our 
worship package going forward. 
 In recent weeks our AVL team has grown, 
with the promise of more members to come.  
 Under the guidance of AVL team leader, 
Dave Cecka and Director of Music and Worship 
Arts, Sebastian Serrano, those bringing you 
your Sunday morning and special event worship 
experiences are:  Bob Wallin, Chris Opdyke, 
Tony Pooler, Dani Kanterman, and Dave 
Williams.  Returning team members who will be 
joining us soon are Dean Faris and George 
Toner.  And, when circumstances permit, the 
team will be further augmented by Phil 
Hunsberger and DJ Jackson.  All of these 
committed team members, who have voluntarily 
chosen this avenue of ministry, are working 
hard to ensure that you are provided with the 
richest and most rewarding worship experience 
possible, whether you are in our sanctuary or 
part of our livestreaming congregation.  As we 
prepare for the “new normal”, I wanted you to 
know them by name.  Thank you for your 
ongoing patience and support as we have 
worked to put this new system into place.  And, 
if you or someone you know, has an interest in 
joining  our AVL ministry, now is the time!  We 
encourage you to join us for a rich and 
rewarding adventure.  No experience is 
necessary, although it would help to be 
comfortable around computers. We will happily 
train you on our newly upgraded equipment. 
 For the AVL team, 
      Dave Williams 

LAUGHTER IS 
GOOD FOR THE SOUL 

 
 I go to KFC to get the kids 
something to eat.  They 
wanted the kids meal with a 

leg so I said “kids meal with the leg” and the 
lady says, “which side?” 
 Me—*complete silence as I heavily 
contemplate suc an odd decision* 
 “I guess the right side.  I don’t know what the 
difference is.”  After several moments of 
laughter she says, “no hunny, which side would 
you like to go with the leg?  Mashed potatoes or 
wedges?” 
 Jesus take the wheel!  It’s been a long day! 


