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PHASE 2.1,  
HERE WE COME 

 Our church’s 
Reimagining Life 
Together (RLT) team has 
been meeting since last 

spring. The team has studied our PNW 
Conference’s guidelines for reopening churches, 
made phone calls and facilitated questionnaires 
to check in with our congregation, and written 
detailed plans for the various phases of 
reopening to happen as safely as possible. The 
four phases of our church opening have different 
eligibility factors from the state, so they do not 
necessarily align with the state’s phases of 
reopening. We moved into church Phase 2 last 
June. 
 As this global pandemic and thus our shut-
downs have carried on longer than any of us 
imagined, an encouraging change occurred in 
November with the introduction of a church 
Phase 2.1. This would allow eligible United 
Methodist Churches in our conference to start 
having indoor gatherings of up to 25 people, 
including for worship. Well, my friends, I’m happy 
to report that our church is now eligible and our 
church’s Phase 2.1 plan has been approved! 
Here’s what that means for OHFUMC: 
 Eligibility is determined each Monday based 

on the current data from CovidActNow.org. 
As long as Island County stays in the Green 
or Yellow levels, we remain eligible. If we 
move back into the Orange or Red levels, we 
will have to revert back to Phase 2 until the 
situation improves. 

 You can check our current status on our 
website homepage or the weekly announce-
ments email. 

 Our church is not yet open for every small,  
in-person gathering as easing into them 
helps keep our risk lower. At this time, the 
only allowed gatherings will be worship, 
team meetings, and Youth Group, and each 
gathering must be approved by the staff. 

 Because of the limited number of attendees 
allowed for worship, we are introducing a 
reservation process (see below for how to 
register). We want to ensure that anyone 
who wants to attend worship can, so it could 
be a few weeks between your visits 
depending on the overall level of interest to 
attend at this time. 

 For now, the worship experience will be 
different from the in-person experience you 
are used to. We’ll have a check-in station 
and take your temperature, masks will be 
required, family units will sit socially 
distanced from other families, and there will 
not be congregational singing. 

 
 Are you ready to attend worship in person? If 
you’re reading this online, you can register 
using our online form here (preferred). If you’re 
reading this on paper, you can call the church 
office (360.675.2441) and register through 
Peggy. 

Thank you for, as Pastor David would say, 
“staying in the story” as we’ve worked to find 
new ways of connecting with each other these 
last many months. We are grateful to be able to 
gather with small groups of our church family 
very soon. 
 
 

http://www.oakharborfumc.org
https://forms.gle/RSAUMo9YT6t7h4Er5


 As we ponder on ways to grow our 
spiritual life, develop our church, and 
reach out to our surroundings, here are 
two (out of eight) important reasons why 
we should use technology during 
worship.  
 Professor Quentin J. Schultze from Calvin 
College says: “A lot of churches have started to use 
multimedia technology in their services. But what 
often gets lost in the rush to have "the next great 
thing" is the question "why?" What will necessarily 
be gained and lost by incorporating multimedia into 
our services?” 
 
1. We want to keep our young people interested 
in worship. 
 In a survey, three-quarters of churches said they 
began using visual media technologies in worship to 
achieve "better relevance" for youth. But who are 
we kidding when it comes to the average congre-
gation keeping youth involved in church by 
importing flashy presentations into liturgical 
practices? Most of our productions will be second-
rate compared with popular culture—unless we 
limit our efforts to what is appropriate for worship 
and what we can do well. 
 To the extent that presentational technologies 
are fitting for parts of your liturgy, why not involve 
congregational youth in the planning, training, and 
use of such technologies? Some young people have 
skill and experience when it comes to designing 
computer graphics, editing videos, and using 
presentational software. One of the strengths of 
high-tech churches is that they tend to be more 
open to the gifts and talents of younger members. 
 
2. It's time to boost the quality of congregational 
singing. 
 Modern worship music is melody driven and 
relatively easy to sing. I have heard repeatedly from 
advocates that this music, when projected on a 
screen, stimulates congregations to sing vibrantly. 
 So far this probably has been the greatest 
benefit of using presentational technologies in 
worship. If the rest of the liturgy is untouched, 
however, will members sing more enthusiastically 
just because words are on a screen and hands are 
free to be raised? Not always, because each 
congregation has its own, long-existing culture 
influenced by ethnicity, neighborhood, age, and the 
like. We should use new music when it is doctrinally 
sound, leads people to praise God, and helps to 
form the parishioners into God’s obedient people. 
 
 More to come… 
 

“The life of mortals is like grass, they 
flourish like a flower of the field; the 

wind blows over it and it is gone, and 
its place remembers it no more” 

Psalm 103:15-16 
 

 Ash Wednesday is upon us, and we are so excited 
to be sponsoring a public wide drive-thru event at 
Rotary Park on NE 4th Avenue. The first day of Lent, 
which is the Christian season of repentance for 40 days, 
has been named for the practice of rubbing ashes on 
one’s forehead (or wrist) in the sign of a cross. The 
Bible says, “For dust you are and to dust you will return”  
(Genesis 3:19). Embracing our mortality, and 
acknowledging our sinfulness, we come in humility to 
confess our need of God and Heaven’s forgiveness. 
 Ash Wednesday commences a 40-day period of 
spiritual discipline leading up to Easter Sunday. This 
season focuses in on renewing our hearts in faith and 
freeing our lives from captivity to worldly sins. Actions 
such as self-denial, moderation, fasting, prayer, 
reflection and the renouncing of sinful ways are 
encouraged. 
 While the Bible does not mention Ash Wednesday, it 
does record accounts of people in the Old Testament 
using dust and ashes as symbols of repentance and/or 
mourning (2 Samuel 13:19; Esther 4:1; Job 2:8; Daniel 
9:3). The modern tradition of rubbing an ash sign of the 
cross on a person’s forehead is an opportunity for 
people to place themselves under the symbolic 
awareness that we are mortal and Jesus forgives us 
and saves us. The ashing is a physical symbol 
representing a greater spiritual reality of faith and 
forgiveness received through Jesus Christ.  
 Receiving an ash cross sign on our bodies does not 
mean we are better than any other, or that we are more 
religious. Jesus warned us against making a show of 
our fasting: “When you fast, do not look somber as the 
hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show 
others they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward in full” (Matthew 6:16). Our 
spiritual disciplines must never become a source of 
spiritual pride. 
 Ash Wednesday calls us all into an attitude of 
humility, a spirit of honest inquiry, a heart of genuine 
sincerity, and a yielded vulnerability to make our lives 
new through God’s grace. May you discover all of these 
things for your life in this new year! 

A Prayer of King David 
“Search me, God, and know my heart; 

test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
 See if there is any offensive way in me, 

and lead me in the way everlasting” 
Psalm 139:23-24 

 
 Make sure to join us for our livestream service 
Wednesday, February 17th, at 7:00 pm. You can tune in 

at www.oakharborfumc.org/live.  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Sam%2013.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Esther%204.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Job%202.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan%209.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan%209.3
http://www.oakharborfumc.org/live

