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“Is anything too difficult for the 
Lord?” 

Genesis 18:14 NASB 
 

 Does anybody want to say, 
“Enough is enough?” Now that 

2020 turned the proverbial cart upside down and 2021 
has come with the challenge of rebuilding and reorder-
ing our lives, one might wonder, “What challenges, trials 
and trails will we be facing this year?” Friends, we are in 
the middle of a massive “sea-change” (a profound and 
substantial change). NY Times best-selling author, 
Mandy Hale, has rightly said: “Growth is painful. Change 
is painful. But nothing is as painful as staying stuck 
somewhere you don’t belong.” Sometimes, the hard 
path into our future of favor and blessing can be the only 
way we are willing to move. I see five profound, sea-
changing navigations for our church family to make in 
this New Year.   
 
1.  Sexual Values clarification: Our UMC denomi-
nation will be restructuring around human sexuality 
values. We will need to be aptly informed, timely 
prepared, and thoroughly studied and convinced of who 
we will be in our next chapter of life as disciples of 
Jesus. Please take the time to discover what others 
believe and why. Let’s not assume we understand one 
another completely. Do the hard work of deep investiga-
tion through our upcoming Zoom courses and personal 
study. 
2. Worship Style Transitions: With the advent of our 
brand new, updated and fully modern Audio/Visual 
worship technology, comes the important and delicate 
work of integration. How does modern live with tradition-
al and traditional make room for modern? In an age 
when music, instrumentation, methods, messages and 
mediums are so different than what they once were in 
traditional Christianity, to what degree are we willing to 
shift and present timeless truth in contemporary 
manifest-tations? How will we bring traditional along so 
as to not lose our spiritual heritage? 
3.  Racial and ethnic affirmation and integration: The 
still unsettled and unresolved pain and national trauma 
from racism and injustice is a work the church must 
lead, not watch. The front lines of racial reconciliation, 
equity and validation of the peoples of this world was a  

biblical message before it was a civil law. How will we 
become a church family who are anti-racist and not just 
passively polite and chagrined by social unrest? How 
will our church family seek to become more ethnically 
and racially diverse in the coming years? The founda-
tion is this – it all starts with inter-racial relationships 
that become friendships. Will you commit to cultivating 
these friendships with me this year? 
4.  Establishing a permanent digital footprint for 
future ministry: When we all come back together, 
our church will have changed. It will look and feel 
different (more to some and less to others). This will not 
be unlike the generational responses to the second 
Temple in Ezra 3:12. Some wept for sadness while 
others shouted for joy! Humanity has been geo-centric 
and event-based for many millennia. The internet has 
now ushered in a third dimension. From now on, we will 
always be two congregations melded into one: an “in-
person” church and a “cyber” church. Sunday morning 
services will be structured and operated to meet the 
needs of both.  
Governance Models & Generational Leadership 
integration and transfer: Officer elections have 
become increasingly difficult, and retention of a large 
number of people to serve on committees ever more 
challenging. We need a governance system that allows 
for a smaller, more nimble cadre of leaders to work with 
staff in the operational guidance and oversight of our 
church ministry. Elected leaders will be reading the 
book, “Simple Governance” this year and pursuing a 
plan to present to our church family a proposed system 
that will not deplete our elected officers. This reduced 
governance structure will empower a more responsive 
and efficient mode of ministry engagement and decision 
making. We must also identify, mentor and raise up 
tomorrow’s younger leaders to be empowered as 
leaders to take their place in the circle of life. 
 

 Ernest Hemingway once said, “Courage is grace 
under pressure.” Welcome to 2021 – to the year of 
grace under pressure. What remarkable rebirth awaits 
us through this yet unlived year? I am excited to lead 
you into an authentic, humble, prayerful and spiritual 
quest to discover what disciple-making at OHFUMC will 
look like in 2021 and beyond! 
With God, ALL THINGS are possible! 



 With the coming of 2021 also came 
New Year’s Resolutions for some people. 
Common resolutions include exercising 
more, losing weight, saving money, 
traveling, reading more, and so on. 
Realbuzz.com offered a list of unique 

resolutions to get away from the cliché ones, like 
learning a new party trick, breaking a record, learning 
something you never learned as a child, or trying a new 
food each week.  
 In recent years I haven’t been too keen on setting 
New Year’s Resolutions because I feel like I’ll just set 
myself up for failure. The thought of committing 365 
days to something I haven’t been doing well or at all is 
daunting. Giving up my time, energy, or resources to 
efforts outside of my current routine doesn’t excite me, 
even if I know I’d be happy about the end-goal. 
Therefore, I’ve mostly ignored the concept. 
 The other night I was video chatting with my two 
sisters. My 7-year-old nephew, Owen, was sitting near 
his mom, playing a game on their iPad. He wanted to 
get the Golden Horseshoe Hotel in his My Little Pony 
game because it would unlock other features, but there 
wasn’t enough room for it. “It’s really big,” he said, 
distressed because he was going to have to rearrange 
other items in Ponyville to make space for the hotel. He 
might even have to get rid of something else. 
 Setting new goals for ourselves (like New Year’s 
Resolutions) is like Owen’s desire to add the Golden 
Horseshoe Hotel to his town. We want to engage in 
more exercise, travel, reading, or whatever else 
because it’ll help us lead a happier, healthier life, but 
there’s not enough room right now. We’re set in our 
current ways, and it’s hard to change. We need to 
rearrange our routines or make sacrifices to create 
space for the new things that will ultimately be worth it. 
 In Matthew 13:45-46, Jesus says, “the kingdom of 
heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When 
he found one of great value, he went away and sold 
everything he had and bought it.” The merchant 
sacrificed all he had in order to gain the ultimate 
treasure in his life. 
 So, what things need to be 
rearranged or sacrificed in your life to 
make room for the greater treasures? 

 Dolores Smyth writes that this hymn’s lyrics were 
inspired by the prophet Isaiah’s vision of God’s 
heavenly court. In particular, the prophet saw God  
seated on an exalted throne surrounded by angels 
called the seraphim. In revering God, the heavenly 
angels repeatedly proclaimed, “Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of His glory”  
(Isaiah 6:3; see also Revelation 4:8).  
 Heber was the first person to assemble a hymnal in 
which hymns were ordered around the church calendar. 
He wrote “Holy, Holy, Holy” to be sung specifically on 
Trinity Sunday, a day that celebrates the doctrine of the 
Holy Trinity. Heber died in 1826 and his widow found 
the unpublished hymn among Heber’s papers. 
 The hymn was published posthumously that year, 
and begins with the following well-known verses: 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

 The symbolism of three is repeated throughout the 
hymn, as seen in the verse praising God for being “holy, 
merciful, and mighty,” and the verse adoring God for his 
wondrous works in the “earth and sky and sea.” Years 
after its publication, the composer John Dykes 
composed the tune “Nicaea” to accompany Heber’s 
“Holy, Holy, Holy.” The hymn text and its accompanying 
music were first published together in 1861, but many 
versions have been arranged throughout the years, and 
we will get to create our own when it is 
featured in our calendar. 

FROM THE CHURCH COUNCIL CHAIR 
 Our Church Council is gearing up for the new year 
and I look forward to new developments and completion 
of other projects as we continue to take advantage of 
the pause that Covid has forced upon us.  
 One thing we’ve really learned is how important our 
church family is to each of us! The Christmas Drive 
Through was a gift in itself.  The technology we have 
been given has allowed us to see one another and hear 
the voices of our siblings in Christ.  Let’s learn and 
remember that relationships with one another and with 
God is an indisputable blessing and baseline for all we 
do.    
 Sunday’s sermon challenged us each to be “an 
incubator for new life, and a new start”. To strive as a 
“hopeful people in a heartbreaking world” choosing to 
be either “bitter or better.  I so agree with these 
sentiments and praise God for this guidance from 
Pastor David.    
 I pledge my best in the upcoming months and would 
count it a blessing to hear from you as we proceed in 
2021.  With the help of the Holy Spirit who will guide our 
efforts we can not fail.  
   In His Love, 
  
        Janann Roodzant 

 I am particularly excited about an 
upcoming preaching series led by Pastor 
David, on worship and music. One of the 
selected songs is Holy, Holy, Holy, a favorite 
of many and very meaningful message. 
 This timeless hymn wasn’t discovered 

until after the death of its composer, Reginald Heber. 
Heber was a poet from a wealthy English family. He 
entered religious life first as a church vicar in England 
and then, in 1823, as the Anglican Bishop of Kolkata in 
India. 
 During this time of spreading the Gospel, Heber 
composed “Holy, Holy, Holy,” praising God and the Holy 
Trinity.  



AUDIO/VISUAL UPGRADE  
STATUS REPORT  

Dear Church, 
 I’m writing on behalf of the entire A/V Upgrade 
Team to let you know where this project stands as 
we enter the New Year.  If you have been viewing 
our Sunday services or were with us on Christmas 
Eve, then we trust you have seen a significant 
improvement of our streaming product as we have 
brought our new equipment, lighting and technology 
on line.  As of this past Sunday, we are using our 
upgraded systems entirely, with no further reliance 
on temporary lighting or camera setups.  While there 
remains some work to be done, the Sanctuary is 
essentially complete.  Work remains in Centennial 
Hall, but all equipment is in hand and we are just a 
few hours away from realization of the goals we took 
into this project – albeit much later than we 
anticipated at the outset. 
 We of course realize that, because of the Covid 
restrictions that remain in place, very few of you 
have been able to see the results of this project 
firsthand.  From the outset, it has been our plan to 
put together a presentation for you that demon-
strates what the upgrade is all about.  In answer to 
our prayers, the Opdyke brothers, Jeff and Chris, 
undertook this project and, through their efforts, we 
will have a video tour of your new audio/video 
system ready for viewing by the end of January.  Jeff 
is a professional videographer who, as a Christmas 
gift from God, has been available to us through 
December and much of January.  And, of course, we 
hope and pray that the relaxation of Covid restric-
tions will allow you to join us for in-house worship 
very soon. 
 To date, operation of our a/v equipment has 
been dedicated to bringing the best possible worship 
experience to you via livestreaming our services.  
This has been the product of a small but dedicated 
church team, headed of course by Pastor David.  
Much as we all have worked to contribute, the return 
of Sebastian to our church and to our a/v team could 
not have been more timely, nor more valuable.  He 
has worked tirelessly to improve our proficiency, and 
his technological expertise and understanding of the 
workings of our equipment have been, and continue 
to be, a Godsend.  That said, we are at the point  

where we need to expand and train our a/v team so 
that we can provide coverage going forward with a 
reasonable distribution of the workload.  
 And so, the ask:  If you or anyone you know 
might be interested in becoming a member of our a/
v team, this would be the time, since the next steps 
following completion of installation and validation of 
all of the equipment will include training on systems 
operation provided by our contractors.  We see this 
as a great opportunity for some of our younger, 
more tech savvy individuals.  If you are interested, 
please contact our A/V team leader, Dave Cecka, at 
808-341-5495 or by email at:  
david.cecka@gmail.com. 
 

For the A/V Upgrade team, 
Dave Williams 

FROM THE FINANCE TEAM 
 Happy New Year greetings 
from your Finance Team.  As 
the team works to prepare the 
2021 budget for presentation to 
the church council later this 

month, I want to congratulate this amazing church 
on a successful 2020.  Despite a few months of 
lower than usual income, it is with great joy that I 
share that we finished the year on budget.  Actually, 
we even have a surplus!  Can I get an AMEN!    
 During a year when it had been hard to predict a 
financial trend, your faithful giving and some careful 
spending allowed us to achieve this accomplishment 
during a year with so much uncertainty.  The church 
continued to be "the church".   As Jim pointed out to 
the committee, although we have not met in-church 
for many months, much has been happening. Con-
struction projects carried on with one group of 
workers upgrading the sanctuary and audio visual 
system, and another group converted the Bell Tower 
into a Cell Tower.  Most importantly, we met payroll, 
completed some major trustees projects and contin-
ued to support our mission team efforts.  Again I say 
"Thank You".  And thank you to those who have 
submitted your pledges for 2021.  We are excited to 
see where 2021 will take us.  Let us pray - Lord, 
continue to be with us and help us build your 
Kingdom here.  
 With a grateful heart  
 
     Carol Decker 
     Finance/Stewardship Team Chair 

ATTENTION EVERYONE!   
 Be on the lookout for an “ALL CHURCH 
SURVEY” to find out how the past 10 months went 
for you and what you think we need to change, do 
and envision for our future as a church family.   
 More information will be forthcoming in our 
Thursday’s email. 

mailto:david.cecka@gmail.com

