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A Word From Mr. Rodewald* 

      A general definition of compassion is sympathy and concern for the 
sufferings of others and a desire to alleviate such suffering. The Hebrew 
and Greek words translated as "compassion" in the Bible speak to having 
mercy or being moved with sympathetic pity.  
 
The most important object this word is used to describe is God Himself.  
God is the root and foundation, the spring and fountainhead, of all  true 
compassion (1 John 4:16). God's compassion is extoled throughout the 
Bible. Below are two particularly pertinent passages.  
 
"Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression 
for the remnant of his inheritance? He does not retain his anger forever, 
because he delights in steadfast love. He will  again have compassion on 
us; he will  tread our iniquities underfoot. You will  cast all  our sins into the 
depths of the sea" (Micah 7:18-19).  
 
"As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows 
compassion to those who fear him. For he knows our frame; he remembers 
that we are dust. As for man, his days are l ike grass; he flourishes l ike a 
flower of the field; for the wind passes over it,  and it is gone, and its place 
knows it no more. But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to 
everlasting on those who fear him, and his righteousness to children's 
children" (Psalm 103:13 -17).  

 
     God is compassionate. He is sympathetic to the suffering of His people. He 

sees our distress and takes pity on us. However, His compassion is more 
than mere sympathy and pity. God's compassion is related to His mercy, 
kindness, patience, grace, forgiveness, and love. In fact,  some of these 
attributes are so related and interwoven as to make clear demarcations 
between them difficult.  God's compassion compels Him to take action. He 
is no impotent observer, but the omnipotent sovereign ruler of the 
universe (Romans 9:14–16) .  God's sympathy for our lost and miserable 
state led Him not only to feel our pain, but to provide an atoning sacrifice 
for our guilt;  this He did by sending His Son to die for our sins ( Romans 
5:8;  Ephesians 2:1 -10).  

 
     Jesus is the Father's most compassionate gift to mankind. It is only by and 

through faith in Jesus Christ that we are forgiven of our guilt and rescued 
from our deplorable condition (John 14:6;  Acts 4:12).  

 
     Jesus is God in the flesh (John 1:14). He experienced human life and is 

able to sympathize with us fully (Hebrews 4:14-16). He l ived a perfect l ife 
and modeled things l ike compassion for us. By observing the compassion 
of Christ we catch glimpses of the compassion of the Father and see how 
we ourselves can show compassion to others (Philippians 2:1-11).   

 
     The compassion of Christ can be clearly seen in the Gospel narratives. For 

example, in  Matthew 9:36, we observe Christ's compassion for the 
harassed and helpless. In  Matthew 14:14, we see His compassion for those 
who are sick and suffer disease. In  Matthew 15:32, we witness His 
compassion for those who hunger. In  Luke 7:11-15, we hear of His 
compassion for the widowed who were especially vulnerable; therefore, He 
resurrected the widow's son and gave him back to her. In the case of 
Lazarus, Christ 's compassion was so strong that He wept ( John 11). When 
Jesus arrived graveside, He raised Lazarus from the dead and gave him 
back to his grieving relatives. No doubt Jesus Himself rejoiced greatly 
over the return of His friend.   
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I will praise You,  
for I am fearfully and 

wonderfully made; 

Marvelous are Your works, 

And that my soul knows 

very well. 

A Word from Mr. Rodewald continued... 
 
The pinnacle of Christ's compassion can be observed at the cross of Calvary where He lay down His l ife for the sins of the 
world (John 3:16). Those who put their faith in Jesus are born again spiritually and receive the Holy Spirit.  We are made 
new creations in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). This enables us to love God and our neighbors. We are commanded in 
Scripture to put on hearts of compassion as we relate to our fellow Christians ( Colossians 3:12 -15) and to those who have 
yet to hear the gospel and believe in Christ.  
 
This compassion we are called to is not emotive only,  but is a call  to action. True compassion encompasses both a gut 
level feeling of sympathy and pity as well as positive action taken on our part to relieve the suffering we observe ( 1 John 
3:18). One of the most compassionate acts we can do is to share the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ with those 
who do not know Him so that they might be restored to fellowship with Him. However, our compassion is not to be l imited 
to the lost. We are commanded to have compassion on all  people, but especially those who belong to the household of 
faith (Galatians 6:10) and more especially to those who are poor and powerless among us ( James 1:27).  

During Chapel this month, we’ll look at stories that demonstrate how to show COMPASSION.  Teachers and Staff will be on the lookout for 
students showing COMPASSION throughout the month.  At the end of the month, each teacher/staff member will nominate a student that he/she 
feels has shown joy or has shown great improvement in the area of COMPASSION.  Those students will receive the Eagle Character Award, 
celebrate with ice cream and have their picture in the January Newsletter. Classes may have one nominee, multiple nominees, or may not have a 
nominee.  We are looking for students to really listen to God’s Word and put it into action. 

*“What Does the Bible Say About Compassion?” from compellingtruths.org 

K - Myra Barrington, Roey Goldstein, Sylas Perry, Raelynn Stewart; 1st - Lyriq Bryson, Dahlia Lannon, 
Addeline Wahl; 2nd - Ben Arriaga, Daren Kirchman, Makaila McEwen, Leonardo Miranda; 3rd - Ava 
Breeden, Averial Hill, Jeremiah Moore, Eliza Wadewitz; 4th - Gracelynn Chastain, Kendal Matthews, Adalyn 
Tweed; 5th - Alisha Hill, Kate Maxwell, Kye Young; 6th - Dominic Chiaramonte, Brody DiLoreti, Jackson 
Makinson, Annaleigh Perry, Parker Wilken; 8th - Rylie Abel, Alex Arriaga, Keera Brasseur, Mariah 
Breeden, Caleb Cuevas, Natalia Diaz, Abigail Hill, Ayden Perry, Gabriela Roca, Mackenzie Rodewald, Tess 
Tweed, and Annie Watson 

Congratulations to the following students for demonstrating the 
trait of  COURAGE to their classmates, their teachers, their 
school family, and beyond. Courage is “being brave enough to do 
what you should do, even when you’re afraid.” 

November Eagle Character Nominees 
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TO THE RIGHT IS 
FOR THOSE        
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RECEIVING THE 
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SCHOLARSHIP 
WHO NEED TO  
REAPPLY AND 
PRESCHOOL             
FAMILIES                     
WANTING TO AP-
PLY FOR THE 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO OUR BUSINESS PARTNERS  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT! 



 

12.2  Payton Carey 
12.4  Jaxon Decker 
12.5  Rebecka Lauffer (Staff) 
  Natalia Diaz 
12.7  Faith Pilgrim 
12.10 Kendal Matthews 
12.11   Pierson Holland 
  Holly Pooler 
12.12 Leonardo Miranda 
12.15 Hope Odum 

12.16 Lorelai Ramey 
12.17 Micah Sloan 
12.18 Eunice Cuevas 
12.19 Sandra Magee (Staff) 
12.20 Lucy Corbin 
12.27 Jeremiah Moore 
12.28 Addeline Wahl 
12.30 Mary LaFlamm (Staff) 
12.31 Kathryne Wake 

TCA students imitating Jesus to our community and 
beyond by packing over 53 shoeboxes for OCC and col-
lecting lots of personal care items to CareNet. 



December’s Memory Verse 

“My son, give Me thine heart.” 
Proverbs 23:26 
 
“God loved us and sent His Son.”      
I John 4:10 
 

“And the shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all 

they had heard and seen, which were 

just as they had been told.”                 

Luke 2:20 

Please help your child learn their 

memory verse each week.  

The Preschool Press 
The month of December is a time to gather with friends and family and 

celebrate the season with Christmas parties, programs and shopping. It is so 

hard to believe that the holiday season is already here; the year has gone by so 

fast. The month of December is always so crazy with all the holiday festivities. I 

pray that during the hustle and bustle of the season, that you and your family 

have the opportunity to sit together, relax, and enjoy the true meaning of 

Christmas, Jesus’ Birth! 

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his 

Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him." 

John 3:16-17.  

December Focus 

Themes:  God’s Love for Us, the Colors of 

Christmas and the Meaning of the Candy Cane.  

 

*Chapel Focus: Pajama Party 

Loving everyone is special. Turning water into 

wine is special. Teaching people about God is 

special. Healing people is special. Feeding 

people is special. But when we think of Jesus, 

there is one thing that is most special about 

Him. Jesus is God’s Son. That is what makes 

Jesus so very special  

Scripture Focus:  “God loved the world so 

much that he gave his only Son.” John 3:16 

Dec. 5 - The Angel & Mary / Jesus is Born 

Dec. 12 - The Shepherds / Wise Men  

*3s-PreK participate in weekly chapel services, every 

Monday from 9:30-9:50 in the K-8 Chapel. We sing 3 

worship songs with hand motions and watch a Bible 

Story video based on that month’s theme. 

Vickie 



Mark Your Calendars: 

Dec. 6 - PTO Meeting  

De. 15 - Chick-fil-A Day 

Dec. 16 - Ugly Christmas Sweater Day 

Dec. 16 - Christmas Lunch 

Dec. 16 - Classroom Christmas Parties 

Dec. 19 - 30 - Preschool Closed 

Reminders for the Preschool Office: Our school doors open at 7:30AM and close at 4:00PM each 

day that we are in session. Children must be in their classrooms no later than 9:00AM on their scheduled days of 

attendance, unless they have a doctor’s note, in which case they must be here no later than 10AM. Please call the 

preschool office at 828.369.6756 anytime there are changes to your child’s drop off and/or pick up time. If 

someone other than the people already on the pick up list is picking up your child, it must be in writing 

prior to us releasing a child to them. Forms are located in the preschool office.  

Upcoming Events/Dates: 

Jan. 2 - All TCA Reopens 

Jan. 10 - PTO Meeting @ 6PM 

Jan. 20 - MLK Day (Preschool Open) 

Jan. 31 - K - 8 Open House from 5:30-7:00 

(Pre-K Families Take Notice) 

Feb. 1 - NC Opportunity Scholarship 

Application Opens for 23-24 School Year                                         

(Pre-K Families Take Notice) 

Coat/Jacket & Extra Clothes: 

With the weather getting cooler, children must have a jacket daily. Please 

put your child’s name in their jacket. Please make sure your child has a 

change of clothes, including socks and shoes, each day. 

Personal Care Drive & Operation Christmas Child 2021: 

Thank you all for actively participating in the CareNet “Personal Care 

Items Drive”. We collected almost 1,500 items to take over to CareNet to 

be used for families in need, right here in our community.  Our 8th grade 

students did a great job delivering these much needed supplies.  Please 

pray that families will benefit from these donations and that those 

without a relationship in Christ, will seek Him and find Him.   

 

Thank you all for participating in this year’s OCC Shoebox collections. 

TCA Preschool & K-8 packed 53 shoeboxes that will travel to another 

part of the world and give a child an opportunity to know the love of 

Jesus. We have placed “Follow Your Box” labels on our shoeboxes. As 

soon as we receive an email upon delivery, we’ll let everyone know 

where our shoeboxes landed. 



DECEMBER 2020 

Lunch Menu 


