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OUR MISSION           

Hosanna Lutheran Church 

equips God’s people of all ages 

for Christian witness and service 

through worship, learning, fellow-

ship and  spiritual care. 

 

OUR VISION           

Empowered by dynamic and 

creative liturgical Lutheran wor-

ship, Hosanna Lutheran Church 

will lead Edmonton in equipping 

Christians for spiritual growth 

and service.  

COUNCIL MEMBERS  

STAFF 

WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE 

Sept.5 15th Sunday after Pentecost 10am Service of the Word 

Sept.12 16th Sunday after Pentecost 10am Service of the Word 

Sept.19 17th Sunday after Pentecost 10am Service of the Word 

Sept.26 18th Sunday after Pentecost 10am Holy Communion 

 

HOSANNA LUTHERAN CHURCH  9009 -163 St.  T5R 2N8  
780-484-3932  office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

www.hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

Rev. Dr. James Hendricksen, Senior Pastor  

pastorjames@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

In case of emergency, call (H) 780 -430-9835 or (Cell) 780-222-5451 

Rev. Anna Thede, Assistant Pastor  

pastoranna@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

In case of emergency, call (Cell) 780 -405-7840 

Sonja Carmichael  Di rector  o f  Educat ion & Fami l y Min is t r ies   

sonja@hosannalutheran.ab.ca 

Kari Heise Organ is t / Accompan is t     

Lena Nikolic Admin is t rat ive Secretary                                                      

office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca   

Sam Robinson A/V Tech sam@hosannalutheran.ab .ca 

Cameron Terry Outdoor  Cus tod ian  

Helen Bowden, Youth, 780-757-4501 

Lorelei Campbell, Care, Fellowship 780-439-0939 

Gary Corrigal, Vice-Chair – Personnel, Communication 780-619-2212 

Rick Hernder, Treasurer - Personnel, Finance 780-483-1505 

Karen Peitsch, Capital Development, Property 780-484-2714 

Margaret Sadler, Chair – Personnel, Social Justice 780-435-3025 

Cindy Schriner, Education 780-233-7816 

Liz Tanti, Secretary – Personnel, Stewardship 780-452-2806 

Colleen Vogel, Worship & Music 780-484-1425 
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THE PASTOR’S PAGE 

W ell, it doesn’t look like it’s going to 
be the September we were hoping 

for, or maybe even expecting. I’m not talk-
ing about the weather, although who 
knows what that may bring. I am talking 
about our hoped return to something clos-
er to our normal, pre-Covid, lives. As it 
stands now (September 1), we are contin-
uing with our current practices. Worship 
will remain open, will require masks, and 
singing is allowed (with masks except for 
worship leaders). We are staying with 
online Sunday School via zoom, many 
meetings are still by Zoom. Adult forum 
will be via Zoom or hybrid (both online and 
in-person) depending on the event. We 
are having discussions about some of our 
other programs, like choir and fellowship, 
to see what might happen with those. 
Watch for more information about how 
you can participate in those discussions. 
There remains much uncertainty about the 
future weeks and months, much of this is 
beyond our control, however, whatever we 
decide, the safety of participants remains 
to be a primary concern. 

On a related note, council and staff have 
had discussions about how we might han-
dle the question of vaccine status. You 
have likely heard the discussion of vac-
cine passports/cards and mandatory vac-
cination requirements introduced in other 
areas (including sporting events, air-
planes, trains, healthcare employees, 
some government employees and a grow-
ing number of businesses). The Alberta 
government, at least for the present mo-
ment, is defiantly opposed to such 
measures, even though other provinces 
(including BC, Manitoba, Ontario and 
Quebec) have already implemented this 
protocol. This complicates matters here as 
there is no simple way to identify those 
who have been fully vaccinated.  

Council and the staff have agreed that the 
safety of people attending events here in 
the building is a top priority. Vaccines, 
while not perfect, are a big part of that 

plan, along with masking and other exist-
ing measures (hand washing, etc.). At this 
point, we are not requiring proof of vac-
cination; however, we are strongly encour-
aging those who are eligible to be vac-
cinated! Thankfully, we know that many, if 
not most of our members, are already fully 
vaccinated – thanks be to God! We also 
know, because people have told us, that 
they would be more comfortable returning 
to church if they knew everyone was vac-
cinated. In a related discussion, many of 
our Sunday School families are not plan-
ning to return in-person, until they can 
have their children fully vaccinated, as a 
way to reduce the risk of contracting or 
unknowingly spreading COVID (possibly 
as a result of school exposure). 

Sadly, there is considerable false infor-
mation spreading on social media, certain 
news outlets, and through some churches, 
about COVID, vaccines and potential off-
label cures (like deworming medicine). 
This, despite the now well-reported 
deaths, from COVID, of a number of key 
anti-vax and anti-mask broadcasters and 
promoters. All of this together with a few 
other compounding factors, has created a 
situation in that (sorry - I can’t remember 
who said this first to credit them), the 
fourth wave has become the pandemic of 
the unvaccinated. This is clearly demon-
strated by, but not limited to, the statistics 
available for hospital admissions which 
show at least 85% of COVID patients are 
unvaccinated. There are breakthrough 
cases even amongst the double vaccinat-
ed, but these tend to be less severe and 
fairly rare.  

The great irony of the pandemic is that 
those fighting vaccinations and masks are 
actually prolonging the pandemic. Not on-
ly that, the longer the pandemic continues, 
the greater chance that another even 
more virulent mutation will occur. This 
could create an even bigger problem. 
COVID doesn’t care about your politics or 
personal freedom. Protesting protective 
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measures only works in favour of the vi-
rus. The solution lies in us looking out for 
each other, and working to protect each 
other. This is in fact, part of the duties of a 
Christian. 
 

In other news, my research and school 
are almost complete. Only final edits, fill-
ing out a few more forms, and an online 
presentation are all that remain of my de-
gree related work. If you are interested in 
looking at my results, you will be able to 
access my paper in a few weeks (warning 
- it is fairly long). I am hoping to publish a 
couple of smaller papers based on my re-
search which might be more suited for 
general reading (unless you really love 
research methodology and theoretical 
analysis). I will let you know when they 
might be available. If you are interested in 
the bigger paper let me know and I will 
make it available for you. 
 

Thanks to everyone who participated in 
this research; it was helpful. I still may 
conduct one more focus group, so some 
of you may still get a call, but we will see 
how that goes. I am happy to be done this 
work, and looking for a break from it, but 
also glad that I completed it in time. The 
pandemic has forever changed the 
church, we are still trying to figure out 
what that looks like. My research gives 
some insight into what happened and how 
all of this may impact our future, including 
those congregations moving to hybrid wor-
ship (both online and in-person), like we 
have been doing for a while now. We 
learned a lot in this process, however, 
there is still more to learn as we move for-
ward with this work. It will require some 
adjustment as we try to balance the needs 
of both in-person and online participants. 
Thanks for working with us as we try to 
figure it out.  
 

 

 

Well, I had hoped to not talk about COVID 
in this report, but that is not how it turned 
out. It has been nice to see some of you in 
person, even if only for a short time. We 
will see the rest of you if and when you 
are ready to return (even if only occasion-
ally). The pandemic will not last forever. 
Hopefully, we will soon be able to move 
past it. Until then, stay safe and keep the 
faith.  

 

Romans 15:13
 
May the God of hope fill 

you with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that you may abound in hope by the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor James 
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                  A NOTE FROM PASTOR ANNA: THANK YOU   

WORSHIP AND MUSIC 

T hank you to all who participated in our 
mid-week summer outdoor worship 

services!  
 

What a wonderful summer! It was lovely to 
see your smiling faces, or smiling eyes, as we 
gathered outside (when weather allowed). 
Thank you to all those who joined us. Those 
who shared songs, prayers, and stories. We 
enjoyed reading stories from Daddy is that 

story true, or where you just 
preaching? by James Moore, 
and considering the questions he raised. 
Thanks to Sam for helping while Pastor 
James was away in July and August. Sorry for 
all the cancellations due to extreme weather 
warnings – hopefully next summer may be 
better. I look forward to seeing you all at wor-
ship inside as the weather turns colder.  

Welcome to fall! This fall in worship we will 
explore the theme: Called by God, Blessed to 
Serve. The beginning September 12 our 
focus will be God Provides Blessings. Join us 
as we explore the Biblical stories and themes 
that explore how God created humans to be 
in relationship with their Creator and blessed 
them with all they would need. Desiring the 
best for us, God regularly calls us back into 
relationship, and invites imperfect people to 
be part of God’s beautiful story of re-
demption. This relationship with God 
requires trust, and often challenges us 
to step out in this trust. Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob were called to leave 
all they knew and trust in God’s provi-
sion. Learn again that when God 
calls, God also provides all that is 
needed to live faithfully as a blessing 
to others.  
 

We look forward to building and strengthen 
relationships within our worshipping commit-
tee as well. In part we will do that by seeing 
familiar faces once again as part of our wor-
ship together. Opportunities to lead and serve 
in worship include: serving as readers, prayer 
leaders, actors, litany leaders and musicians 
of every variety. As always, we are seeking 

volunteers who are willing to participate in our 
worship. Please contact Pastor Anna if you 
would be willing to help and lead in worship.  
 

Worship will continue to be held at 10am on 
Sunday mornings. Both in-person and online 
worship will continue at Hosanna. Holy Com-
munion services will happen on the last Sun-
day of each month and on Festival Sundays. 
As Pastor James noted in his article this 

month, we will continue with our exist-
ing COVID-19 precautions: wearing a 
mask and maintaining social distanc-
ing, as well as being double vaccinat-
ed when attending worship in person 
are part of our calling to care for one 
another and others. We will continue 
to monitor the COVID-19 situation in 
Edmonton and keep the congregation 
up to date on any new protocols.  

 

W&M Committee met in August to do fall wor-
ship planning and will next meet on Monday 
October 25 at 7pm. Thank you to those 
who serve on this committee. If you are inter-
ested in worship, worship planning, hymns 
and liturgy, or the liturgical arts and would like 
to join this committee please speak with Pas-
tor Anna.   

 

Ministry at The Waterford of Summerlea is 
meeting monthly. Worship at the Waterford 
happens on the third Thursday of every month 
at 3:30pm in the main floor gathering room. 
This is a service of Holy Communion and all 
are welcome to join. A big thanks to our volun-
teer organists: Emily Stebner and Marg Daly 
(August) for their leadership and participation 
in these services.  
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HOSANNA YOUTH UPDATE!  

H osanna youth group is for any youth in 
Jr. High or High School, Hosanna mem-

bers and friends. We meet monthly for social, 
service, and faith discussions. Each session is 
lead by two Hosanna youth leaders (Krystle 
Plant, Chris Terry and Pastor Anna). Events 
are currently being scheduled to happen out-
side to take advantage of the fall weather.  
 
Looking ahead to upcoming events:  

 Saturday, September 11, 7:00-9:30 - 
Outdoor Movie Night, at Hosanna. Join 
us to reconnect around a fire, and to enjoy 
a movie together. Youth are invited to 
bring a warm blanket/sleeping bag, and a 
personal movie snack, if they wish. Please 
RSVP to Pastor Anna by Thursday, Sep-
tember 9. 

 

 Saturday, October 
2, 6-8pm - Corn 
Maze Adventure! 
Enjoy getting lost to-
gether at Edmonton's 
corn maze. We will 
meet at the Edmon-
ton Corn Maze 
(26171 Garden Valley Dr, Spruce Grove) 
at the front gate at 6pm. Families may pick 
up youth from the same location at 8pm. If 
your youth requires help with getting to the 
event please speak with a youth leader 
about car pooling. Admission costs will be 
$10/youth. RSVP to Pastor Anna is re-
quired by Wednesday, September 22, as 
reservations are limited. 

 
 

COVID safety for youth this fall: 
Youth are asked to wear a 
mask to start, even though the 
first two fall events take ad-
vantage of the outdoor environ-
ment. Youth will be invited into 
conversation to understand one 
another's comfort levels and health needs, to 
figure out what is appropriate for this group 
during these outdoor gatherings. 
 
For indoor events, which will happen when the 
weather gets even colder, we are still consid-
ering plans, options, and safety - we'll be sure 
to share more of these details when it be-
comes relevant. We do know that indoor youth 
events will abide by Hosanna's COVID poli-
cies; these currently state that participants at 
indoor gatherings must wear masks, and are 
reviewed regularly in light of the ever-
changing situation. 
 
Finally, anyone experiencing symptoms will be 
asked to stay home, to avoid possibly expos-
ing others to an infectious virus (whether it 
causes COVID, a cold, or a flu). 
 
If you, or your youth, would like to be receiving 
email updates on Hosanna youth please con-
tact Kirstin Veugelers to be added to the email 
list.  
 
Youth Committee continues to meet regularly 
to plan youth events and fundraisers. If you 
are interested in joining in this important min-
istry please speak with Pastor Anna, Kirstin 
Veugelers, Krystle Plant, Helena Hendricksen, 
Chris Terry or Helen Bowden (Council rep) 
about joining us.  

 

Confirmation Classes: If your youth is interested in partici-
pating in Confirmation classes for the coming year please 
speak with Pastor Anna ASAP. For those already in the confir-
mation process 1 hour classes will resume, in person, with 
masks, in the middle of September. Please watch your email 
for notes from Pastor Anna about meeting day/time.  
 
Mark your calendar: Confirmation Sunday will be Sunday Octo-
ber 31, 2021. Next month those who are completing the 
Confirmation process this year will write brief biographies, keep 
your eye on the newsletter to get to know our confirmands bet-
ter in advance of their big day.  
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NOTES FROM YOUR COUNCIL  

What is a Memorial Garden? 
 
A memorial garden is usually a church gar-
den with a set-apart section in which the 
cremated ashes are poured directly into the 
ground, and covered by grass or a ground-
cover vine; these ashes are commingled 
with other ashes and with soil, in a tangible 
symbol of the communion of saints. In me-
morial gardens, there is usually a plaque 
somewhere nearby on which the names 
and dates can be inscribed. It is common to 
install a fountain in the memorial garden, 
which symbolizes our 
Baptism in living water 
and is often comforting to 
the bereaved. It is also 
common to have some 
benches, so people can 
sit and meditate.                           
(ELCA website) 

Hello From Your Church Council!  
 
COVID-19 Update: Because Covid numbers 
are rising quickly in Edmonton, to keep our 
congregation as safe as possible, we strongly 
encourage that people who enter the church 
be double vaccinated at this time. 
 
Solar Panel News: We have received pledg-
es for $32,000 of which $18,500 has currently 
been received. Our total new estimate from 
our chosen supplier, Kuby, is $64,883.69. The 
roofing engineer has made a site visit. 
 
Anniversary Offering: $1,632 has so far 
been received and will go to the COVID vac-
cination Program in India directly through Ca-
nadian Lutheran World Relief. 
 
I Have an Idea: We are investigating the 
concept of a small memorial garden on the 
premises. Watch for details. Contact Rick 
Hernder if you are interested in participating in 
joining the task force. 
 
Colleen Vogel, on behalf of Hosanna Council 

FINANCE 
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 

I t’s the most wonderful time of the year! We’ve heard that in TV commercials promoting back 
to school supplies and feel the flurry of excitement as kids, parents and others prepare for a 

new academic year. This year, again, has a lot more uncertainty mixed in as we try to navigate 
the changing conditions and try to balance what is best for our physical and mental health. 

At Hosanna we now have more than a year of experience in providing Christian education pro-
gramming. Although we’d prefer to meet in person in most cases, online and hybrid options 
have allowed us to continue to connect, learn, and provide support for each other through peri-
ods of isolation and uncertainty. For now at least, we will plan to continue to offer most of our 
programs as we did last year, remaining flexible and hoping for the day when things can be 
more “normal.” 

In the midst of uncertainty, we do know that God is always with us, guiding us along these 
winding, unfamiliar paths.  

“Called by God, Blessed to Serve” is the annual theme for our lessons this fall.  
Here’s a synopsis provided by the resources that we use for our Christian Education 
programs: 

The stories of the Year 4 Narrative Lectionary tell of God’s invitation into rela-
tionship given to all people, and the ways in which God provides gifts of grace at 
every turn. While Abraham seemed too old to father a nation, Moses too quiet to 
lead a people, and David too young to take over Israel, we see throughout the 
Old Testament that God repeatedly calls the unexpected to step out in faith. As 
the people answer God’s call, God never fails to equip them for the journey. 
Throughout Scripture, gifts of grace are given to those answering God’s call, 
especially at some of the most trying moments. From gifts of manna in the wil-
derness to the promise of new life for the struggling Israelites, God’s call to dis-
cipleship is never without God’s blessing and provision each step of the way.* 

The first five Sundays start with lessons from Genesis and Exodus that follow the 
theme “God Provides Blessings”.  

God created humans to be in relationship with their Creator and blessed them 
with all they would need. Desiring the best for us, God regularly calls us back 
into relationship, and invites imperfect people to be part of God’s beautiful story 
of redemption. This relationship with God requires trust, and often challenges us 
to step out in this trust. Abraham, as well as Moses and the Israelites, were 
called to leave all they knew and trust in God’s provision. Yet, when God calls, 
God also provides all that is needed to live faithfully as a blessing to others.* 

(*from Living the Word: Teaching God’s Story curriculum by Spirit and Truth Publishing) 

Blessing for the Beginning of a                         
New School Year 

In more “normal” years, we generally mark the beginning 
of the school and fall programming year with a blessing of 
the backpacks.  This year, with children under 12 still un-

able to be vaccinated, most of our families prefer to continue to worship online so we thought 
we’d do things a little differently this year. If you are a student, teacher, administrator, or in-
volved with education, please take a “first day of school” picture and send it to Sonja by 
email (sonja@hosannalutheran.ab.ca). Then join us for worship on September 12th as we 
have a special blessing for all those who are beginning the new academic year. 

mailto:sonja@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
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Sunday School 

The first day of Sunday 
School this fall is September 
12th, at 11 am, following worship on Zoom. 
As the children cannot be vaccinated yet, 
families have decided that we will continue 
doing our Sunday School activities on Zoom. 
All ages will be learning together again guided 
by curriculum designed to be used in the 
home (but easily adaptable should we transi-
tion to in person learning). Families are in-
volved with leading portions of the lessons 
and are encouraged to take part and/or sup-
port the children depending on their needs.  

We plan to continue to involve the children in 
worship, doing special video segments and 
encouraging the children and their families to 
participate by volunteering their excellent 
reading skills.  

Sunday School is aimed at children ages 3 
through grade 6. If you have not previously 
been involved and would like to connect to 
this group, please let Sonja know. We 
would be very happy to include you! 

Adult Forum 

After successfully presenting several Adult Fo-
rums over the past year and a half, we are look-
ing forward to offering about three forums this 
fall (about one per month).  Forums will take 
place following worship and will likely be a hy-
brid of Zoom and in person. Many interesting 
topics have been suggested so we anticipate 
some very exciting forum activity. Stay tuned for 
topics, dates and more details! 

Adult forums are an opportunity look at a variety 
of topics of interest - to learn more about our 
faith, current issues, committee initiatives, and 
to provide us with much food for thought.  If you 
are interested in presenting a forum this year, 
please contact Carl Betke, our Adult Forum Co-
ordinator. 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 

Our weekly Bible study will be beginning Sep-
tember 9th at 10:00 a.m. At the time of writing, 
things are quite uncertain but it looks like we 
will start meeting by Zoom, or possibly a hy-
brid of Zoom and in person – we are so look-
ing forward to being together but want to do 
what is safe!  As usual we will be studying the 
readings for the upcoming Sunday. Join us 
weekly or as often as you are able – new peo-
ple are welcome any time.  If you are new and 
want to ZOOM, contact Sonja so that you can 
receive the info you need to connect. This 
study has it all: prayer, fellowship, open dis-
cussion, conversation (regular visits from Pas-
tor James or Pastor Anna to keep us on 
track!) and the opportunity to get to know the 
Bible and each other a little better.  

Women’s Study 

This is an opportunity for women of all ages to 
get together once a month (usually the second 
Friday evening) to study the Bible, to get to 
know each other better and to support each 
other in our faith journeys.  

This fall we will continue our “Wholeness in 
God” study, this month talking about “The 
Danger of Comparison” with the story of Ja-
cob and his wives from the book of Gene-
sis.   Our first meeting on Friday, September 
10th  at 7:30pm will be by Zoom so if you are 
new to the group, please contact Sonja to re-
ceive the info you need to connect. Newcom-
ers are very 
welcome to join 
this group any 
time. 

LIBRARIES: Just a reminder that our li-
brary in the Social Room is open – check 
it out for some good reads including fic-
tion, devotional and inspirational books, 
resource books, reference, etc.  Children’s 
books are also available for you to borrow. 
We operate on the honour system so 
please return materials promptly in order 
that others may have a chance to use 
them as well.  Come check them out!   

Faith Activities In The Home  
 

Have you had fun this summer watching the Robinson family’s creative expression vide-
os using Lego characters? Try retelling some of your favorite Bible stories with your Lego 
at home. Use your own words, alter your voice, bring in other props and have fun with it!  
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SOCIAL JUSTICE 

http://www.hosannalutheran.ab.ca/
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STEWARDSHIP 
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SOLAR PANEL PROJECT UPDATE 

KURIAKOS 

http://www.hosannalutheran.ab.ca/
http://www.kuriaoks.ab.ca/


13 

THE WIDER CHURCH 

September 2021 Message for  

Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders  
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The ZOOM link for the gathering will open at 6:45 pm. 

Join Here:  https://bit.ly/3DoZjrO 

Meeting: 827 8777 2433       

Passcode: 062605      

Phone: +587 328 1099 

https://albertasynod.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d6304b17399de08b4acc6749&id=1adf411e9d&e=451c22e1ff
https://bit.ly/3DoZjrO
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PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS 

Those who have been ill, at home 

or in hospital, and have asked for 

our public prayers:  Val Knop, 

Emily Stebner (Pr. Anna), Wes 

Baines (Rodina Couling), Dave Tate 

(Marilyn Bella), Bob Ritz (Ray Jan-

ke), Edith Preiksaitis (Pat Becker), 

Hilda Lindae (self-requested), Gor-

don Landro (Sonja Carmichael), Al 

and Tess Wende (self-requested), 

Darlene Anderson (Gladys Han-

sen), Owen Wiig (Pr. Anna), John 

Sims (self-requested), Marvin Sei-

fert (Shirley Seifert)  

To request confidential prayer 
for yourself or for others, con-
tact our Prayer Chain Leader: 
Del Bennett at 780-487-4062.  

If you are interest-
ed in being a part 

of the Prayer 
Chain, or finding 

out more about it, 
contact Del. 

SEPTEMBER BAPTISM  

ANNIVERSARIES 

01 Marilyn Bella 
01 Clayton S.R. 
04 Sonja Carmichael 
05 Marlene Tonhauser 
08 Allan McGurran 
09 Christine Birkenhagen 
10 Marlene Grinde 
13 Natalie Mount 
16 Eric Lange 
18 Hayley Edwards 
19 Jenna Engman 
20 Darlene Pohl 
21 Wyatt Kolodzinski 
22 Brendan Piercey 
23 Lori Daubert 
24 James Degaust 
25 Marg Miller 
25 Belle Zytaruk 
26 Jessica Morra 
28 William Degaust 
28 Florence Schuman 
29 Marion Smale 
30 Lois Flakstad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marlene Mildred Almen 

June 12, 1936 – August 22, 2021 

Congratulations to Harlow Olivia Bell on 
her baptism on August 29th.  

Parents: Jared and Fontaine Bell 

Sponsor: Lauren Heinsar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dorothy Killips 

August 13, 1928—August 19, 2021 
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You can stay current on what ’s happening 

at Hosanna each Sunday by subscribing to 

the e-bulletin Hosanna Happenings that 

goes out each Thursday, along with a list-

ing of the volunteers serving in the worship 

services on the coming Sunday. If you 

would like to join the distribution list,        

please contact Lena at                                          

office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca 

 

 Pastor Anna on furlough until Sept.6th  

 Sept. 6th—Labor Day—Church Office Closed 

mailto:office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
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THANK YOU FROM THE SYNOD CONVENTION…. 
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SEPTEMBER 2021 CALENDAR 
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