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AGENDA – ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

February 21, 2021 – 11:10 AM 

1. Call to Order 

2. Devotions 

3. Opening Remarks: Special Notes for Zoom Protocols; Parliamentarian/Scrutineers 

4. Adoption of Agenda 

5. Approval of Minutes from Annual Congregational Meeting February 9, 2020 

6. Financial Reviewers' Report 

7. Approval of 2020 Financial Statements 

8. Annual Reports 

9. Report from Nominations Committee for Council Members.  

9.1. Acclamation or election, if necessary, of new council members. 

10. Confirmation of other positions: 

10.1.1. Treasurer: Rick Hernder 

10.1.2. Financial Secretary: Colleen Jahns 

11. Appointment of Reviewers for 2021 

12. Election/Confirmation of Delegates / Representatives 

12.1.1. Representatives to: 

12.1.1.1. Mulhurst Camp 

13. Approval of 2021 Budget 

14. Motion regarding Refugee Sponsorship 

15. Other Business 

16. Closing Devotions and Adjournment 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MESSAGE  
FROM REV. DR. LARRY KOCHENDORFER, BISHOP 
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HOSANNA POSITIONS AND REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Staff in 2020 
Rev. Dr. James Hendricksen Senior Pastor 
Rev. Anna Thede Assistant Pastor 
Sonja Carmichael Director for Education & Family Ministries 
Marg Daly Choir Director, resigned May 31, 2020 
Kari Heise Organist/ Accompanist 
Lena Nikolic Administrative Secretary 
Cameron Terry Outdoor Custodian 
Samuel Robinson       Summer Intern/ AV Tech 
 
 

Council in 2020 Term (Jan-Jan) Liaison or Executive Function in 2020 
Helen Bowden 2019-2022 Youth 
Gary Corrigal 2018-2021 Vice-Chair – Personnel, Education 
*Marlene Grinde 2017-2020 (Resigned June 23rd)  Fellowship  
Rick Hernder 2020-2021 (elected) Treasurer, Finance, Personnel 
**Ray Janke 2018-2021 (2nd term) Stewardship 
**Don Newsom 2018-2021 (2nd term) Care 
Karen Peitsch                      2019 -2022 Note-taker until April 2020, Personnel, 

Capital Development, Property 
Margaret Sadler 2020-2023 (2nd term) Chair, Personnel – Social Justice  
Liz Tanti   2019-2022   Secretary - Worship, I Have an Idea  
Peder Vinge  2018-2021    Communications 
 

*Retiring 
**Not eligible for re-election 

 

 
 

Other Positions 
Treasurer: Rick Hernder 

Financial Secretary: Colleen Jahns 
Financial Reviewers: Tom Kieren & Marilyn Bella 

 
 

Representatives to Other Agencies 
Mulhurst Lutheran Camp – 

Sonja Carmichael, Helena Hendricksen, Renie Turnquist 
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – 9 FEBRUARY 2020 
 

Hosanna Lutheran Church 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting Minutes 
February 9, 2020 

 
1. Call to Order 

With a quorum being declared by scrutineers Erwin and Timothy Veugelers, Chair Margaret 
Sadler called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.  
Margaret noted our thanks to the scrutineers, Colleen Vogel and Sherry Suvanto for preparing 
lunch for us, and Marg Daly for accompanying the hymns this afternoon. 

 
2. Devotions 

Pastor James Hendricksen led in opening devotions, using Worship for a Congregational Annual 
Meeting on the cover of the bulletin of reports. 

 
3. Opening Remarks 

Margaret stated the meeting would follow Bourinot’s Rules of Order. Parliamentarian for the 
meeting is Doug Jahns. 

 
4. Adoption of Agenda 

MSC (Cindy Schriner, Tammy Massa) that the agenda be adopted as printed. 
 
5. Approval of Minutes from Annual Congregational Meeting February 24, 2019 

MSC (Orest Myroon, Colleen Vogel) that the minutes be approved as printed. 
 
6. Financial Reviewers’ Report 

Russel Hoffman reported that the financial statements were in proper order and properly 
recorded. Thanks to Russel and Tom Kieren for their work. 

 
7. Approval of 2019 Financial Statements 

Douglas Jahns, in Treasurer Rick Hernder’s absence, briefly reviewed the statements and the 
work of the Finance Committee, namely himself as member at large and chair of the committee; 
Rick Hernder, Treasurer; Colleen Jahns, Financial Secretary; Orest Myroon, member at large; 
Pr. James, staff member; and Lena Nikolic, ex officio. Douglas stated that the expenditures of 
the various committees were under budget at year end. The balance at year end was $2,227.47. 
MSC (Doug Jahns, Pat Becker) that the financial statements be approved. 

 
8. Annual Reports 

Margaret introduced the reports one by one, asking for additional comments from the author, 
any questions or highlights, or possible discussion. 
Pastor James—Some of his report was based on research for a paper in his sabbatical studies. 
He thanked the staff and his family for their support. 
Pastor Anna—John Campbell described some of the work of the Synod Council. He commended 
Pastor Anna for her work as Synod secretary and Pastor James for his work with National Church 
Council. 
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Council—Margaret thanked the church staff and volunteers for their work and commitment the 
past year. 
Worship and Music—Thanks to Pastor Anna who compiled the report after committee 
discussion. 
Learning—Sonja Carmichael thanked volunteers who assisted in many aspects of Education and 
Family Ministries. Pastor James noted that there has been interest expressed in more Bible 
studies; during Lent there will be some noon hour opportunities for study. 
Fellowship—It was noted that the midday time for Family Christmas was well received. 
Social Justice—This committee covers a wide area of projects and ministries, many of which 
provide individual reports. (Orest requested correction of the spelling of Myroon.) 
Refugee Support Group—Margaret reported that John Campbell will serve as congregational 
Representative to assist Kalif in work required to sponsor his brother Abdiwali. Government 
rules require that financial support be secured prior to refugee arrival. 
Quilters—The variety of ministries and groups supported by the quilters was noted. 
Spiritual Care—Don Newsom expressed thanks to Pastor Anna for her oversight and direction 
for the Care Committee, as well as assistance with the report. 
Stewardship—Ray Janke expressed thanks to Carl Betke for the many years he has served on the 
committee; in turn Carl expressed thanks to the members, some of whom have served longer 
than he.  
Property Care/Capital Development—John Campbell expressed thanks to Pastor James, Karen 
Peitsch, Rick Hernder, and Ralph Trippel for their many efforts in caring for Hosanna’s building 
and property. He mentioned the positive transformations that have occurred over the last ten 
years that encourage a more vibrant ministry at Hosanna. 
MSC (Ray Janke, Beth Hendricksen) that all annual reports be accepted. 

 
9. Report from Nominations Committee 

Margaret noted that there were no nominations forthcoming from several persons asked to 
consider becoming a council member. 
MSC (Cindy Schriner, Orest Myroon) that Karen Peitsch’s appointment to council following last 
year’s AGM be ratified. 

 
10. Appointment of Other Positions 

Rick Hernder is willing to continue as Treasurer and Colleen Jahns is willing to continue as 
Financial Secretary. 
MSC (Doug Jahns, Bill Freund) that Rick and Colleen be appointed to their respective positions. 

 
11. Appointment of Reviewers for 2020 

Russel Hoffman will consider appointment to this position. Council will appoint two persons for 
this work, preferably one with previous year’s experience. 

 
12. Delegates and Representatives 

Sonja Carmichael noted that Hosanna may have at least three voting representatives to 
Mulhurst Lutheran Camp. 
MSC (Kirstin Veugelers, Rodina Couling) that Sonja Carmichael, Renie Turnquist, and Helena 
Hendricksen represent Hosanna at meetings of Mulhurst camp. 
Pastor James stated that there is no national ELCIC convention in 2020. Formal delegates are not 
required for the spring gathering of the Northern Area, ABT Synod. Bishop Larry Kochendorfer is 
planning Ponder Anew gatherings in the fall for visioning of ministries. 
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13. Approval of 2020 Budget 
Doug led discussion of the 2020 budget. He noted that ABT Synod benevolence is 10% of the 
offerings received in 2019. John Campbell expressed thanks to Hosanna for continued support 
given to ICPM. Doug noted that Marg Daly provides anthems from her choral library to Hosanna, 
decreasing the cost of music to the congregation. Kirstin Veugelers stated that the youth have 
adequate funds to cover costs of the CLAY Gathering in Calgary this summer through their own 
fundraising. Allowance for possible increases in gas and electricity costs are included in total 
property care. It was stated that Hosanna has become more energy efficient the last few years 
due to renovations. 
Thanks to the Finance Committee for their faithful work throughout the year and for 
preparation of the budget. 
MSC (Doug Jahns, Ursula Buller) that the 2020 Budget be approved as printed. 

 
14. Motion to Resurface Roof 

Background information was provided through a handout and discussion at the pre-annual 
meeting in January. 
MSC (Patrick Bella, Ursula Buller) that expenditures up to $135,000 for the repair and 
resurfacing of the church roof as per the proposal received from Urecoat, and that the money 
come from the Project Fund, be approved. 

 
15. Other Business 

On behalf of Council and the whole congregation, Vice Chair Gary Corrigal thanked the staff of 
Hosanna: Pastor James, Pastor Anna, Sonja Carmichael, Marg Daly, Kari Heise, Lena Nikolic, 
Cameron Terry, and Ali Chkair (AMC Building Services), for their service and dedication during 
the past year. 

 
16. Closing Devotions and Adjournment 

Pastor James led in devotions as included on the bulletin cover. 
Margaret declared adjournment at 2:15 pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted 
Sonja Myroon, Secretary 
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PASTOR JAMES HENDRICKSEN’S ANNUAL REPORT 2020 

Pastor James’ Annual Report 2020 

One of the questions we have heard a lot around here this past week has been, what will I put in my 

annual report? Which is not surprising given the events of last year. COVID certainly had a significant 

impact on our operations and ministry. Yet, we need to remember that ministry continued despite these 

challenges, even if it happened differently. We learned many things this past year, and we achieved some 

milestone moments. So 2020, although the most unique year I have ever experienced in ministry, it was 

not all bad. 

As we discussed our reports as staff, we were amazed at all we accomplished this past year. We had 

already absorbed the learnings from some of those events and moved on, but it is good to remember 

them and see how far we have come. I will not reiterate the materials in other reports and encourage you 

to read them all, but there are some areas I would like to draw to your attention. Firstly, our primary goal 

this year has been the health and safety of our members and community. We closed to in-person worship 

and moved meetings online when that was the prudent thing to do. I wrote a COVID risk assessment, 

communication and response plan for the church as part of one of my classes – which was quite helpful 

as we moved through the process. I can happily share with you that we have had no known transmission 

cases from our activities at the church – for that, we are very thankful. 

When I began the process to start live streaming back in the spring of 2019, I never imagined we would 

experience a pandemic less than a year later. I had initially hoped to reach some of our younger members 

and those who might be interested in worshipping with us but wanted to see what we were all about first 

(in a safe and anonymous way). It turned out that many of our shut-ins were the first ones to be the 

primary users of the Livestream. Regardless, having the technology in place gave us a tremendous head 

start when the pandemic hit. Since that time, we have continually worked to improve our broadcasts. At 

the beginning of the pandemic, we made a conscious choice to include as many members as possible in 

our services, which lead to the prerecorded segments. We have continued this practice, although readers 

now have the option of reading live or being prerecorded. We have received positive feedback about this 

aspect of our services. People have mentioned that it has helped them feel connected to others in the 

congregation even while COVID separates us. Thanks to everyone who has participated in this way. If you 

are interested in contributing a recording, let us know, and we will add your name to the list. 

As we have progressed in our use of live streaming, we have begun to experience the limits of some of 

our older equipment and physical setup. It was designed for a different situation - for which it functioned 

well for many years, but now needs some modifications. Along with these challenges, some of our mics 

and other equipment have worn out and need to be updated or replaced. Over the next few months, we 

will be working to implement some of these changes. As we have continued to grow in our live streaming 

and Zoom technologies, our staff and volunteers are often, how shall we say – working above their pay 

grade! We continue to learn and grow, but not everything works out as we sometimes hope it will. So 

patience is sometimes required as our staff and volunteers continue to learn and grow.  

One of the other changes we saw this year was the change from in-person meetings to Zoom meetings. 

One of the committees I have been serving on for several years is an international group working in the 

Adult Catechumenate area. We have always met via Zoom, so I was familiar with the technology and 

protocols. Our switch initially wasn't exactly smooth, so we spent a fair amount of time assisting people 
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in getting connected. After some initial struggles, we have come to make reasonably good use of Zoom 

for meetings and other events. These Zoom meetings, at least in part, are here to stay (I expect). We may 

go back to some in-person or hybrid meetings (both in-person and Zoom), but we will continue to offer 

Zoom access for those who need it. Zoom works well for many, but not necessarily all, of our meetings, 

and many have shared that they appreciate not having to drive to the church, especially at night or in 

inclement weather. Had we not experienced this pandemic, we probably would not have moved in this 

direction. (Pro Tip for Zoom meetings, headphones with a built-in microphone are beneficial and can make 

hearing, and being heard, much easier.) 

So despite the pandemic, we continue to be a church, albeit in a different way. Technology has allowed a 

significant amount of our work to continue, but not all of it. Missing, of course, is the fellowship, personal 

contact, and experience of being together. We miss you, and we know that you miss us (and other 

members). It has been hard on us not to be able to visit in hospitals and homes, and we know you have 

missed that as well. It is hard to care for people in crisis when we can't be together. We miss conversations 

over coffee, pot lucks, and even funeral lunches. Grieving can be complicated enough on its own; COVID, 

unfortunately, has added to that challenge. I want to thank the many members of our congregation who 

have been active in reaching out to others and keeping in touch. We have done some of this as staff, but 

there is limited time for this, and so having the assistance of others has made a big difference. Thanks to 

our care team for phoning and the other volunteers who made calls, sent notes and delivered packages. 

While these seem like simple tasks, they are vital to our community's health and well-being. We will get 

through this, we will have coffee and potlucks again, and I, for one, am looking forward to the return of 

Ice Cream Sundays!  

Staffing Update 

I would first like to thank the staff for working so incredibly hard this past year and being both resourceful 

and creative in dealing with all the changes brought about by COVID-19. It has been a constant struggle 

to plan and implement these plans, given the uncertainty of our circumstances. While it has been both 

exhausting and often stressful, we have also achieved more than I ever expected.  

We were sad to hear that Marg would not be continuing her contract with us in the fall, and unfortunately, 

because of COVID, we couldn't have a proper recognition of her many years of service with us. Thanks, 

Marg, for your service; it was much appreciated.  

COVID also impacted Kari's position this year as we no longer had choir rehearsals and moved to a single 

service on Sundays. We want to express our thanks to Kari for her willingness to work with us in the 

process. We continue to monitor the situation and expect her time will return to something closer to 

normal in the fall or whenever our music and regular worship programs resume. 

This past summer, we were able to hire Sam Robinson as our summer student. It was nice to hire a 

member of the congregation, and he has worked out well. We decided to keep Sam on in the fall as our 

AV technician, a newly formed position that reflects the additional demands of our live streaming. We 

continue to use volunteers for the second person in the team, but it is beneficial to have Sam there to 

oversee the production. Sam also prepares many of the words that appear on the screen and edits many 

of the videos we use on Sundays. Additionally, Sam is available to live stream other services (like funerals) 

when his time permits. Welcome to the team Sam. 
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Some have asked about a choir director for the fall, and we intend to fill this position, given that COVID-

19 restrictions allow us to sing again. A plan is in the works, and I hope to be able to give you more details 

at a later date. 

Cam continues his outdoor maintenance work, and we thank him for his tireless efforts to keep the snow 

cleared and the lawns mowed. Cam is also our number one foodbank volunteer for his regular assistance 

in unloading the truck and arranging the boxes. Thanks, Cam, for your often recognized service to our 

community. 

Shared Space and Community Involvement 

We continue to share our space with several groups, Jesus Reigns Forever Church being our biggest 

tenant. Like all churches, they have also been impacted by the COVID restrictions and have asked for some 

rent relief, which has been granted to them. Other groups using our space have also been restricted; some 

have continued to meet in person (in smaller groups), some have moved online, and others have 

temporarily halted operations. All the groups have asked us to hold their spaces as they intend to return 

to "normal" operations when restrictions are lifted, and they can safely return.  

We are not sure what 2021 will bring but are hopeful we will be able to start offering more regular 

programs by the summer. Adaptabilities have indicated that they would like to return this summer – 

conditions permitting. We have also been approached by a group wishing to start a Montessori preschool 

and an after-school care program. After some negotiation, we have been able to figure out a schedule 

and plan that works for everyone and look forward to the possibility of hosting them starting in the fall. It 

has been a long time since our building hosted such a group, we look forward to some of the possibilities 

this opportunity may present. Several things need to be completed before this can happen (i.e. regulatory 

approval); we will keep you posted about how this is progressing. 

Sabbatical Studies 

My studies are almost complete! I have finished all the regular coursework and have moved on to my 

capstone project, with a completion date sometime this summer. This year's sabbatical was also 

interrupted by COVID; our spring intensive sessions were moved online, reduced in number, and spread 

over a more extended time. These changes, along with changing circumstances at the church, meant I 

worked many days when I was theoretically on sabbatical, which although less than ideal, was necessary. 

My research project is looking at the effect of moving worship online during the pandemic. I expect to be 

using a couple of surveys and focus groups on finding out what happened, how it was received and what 

it might mean for us moving forward. All of this will then be examined using Marshall McLuhan's media 

theory to ask the more profound questions about the effect this might have and what influences what in 

the process. It is a fascinating topic; the biggest challenge is to keep it to a reasonable size, as I could 

quickly turn it into another Doctoral Dissertation. Hopefully, many people here will be able to help by 

completing the survey when it is available. 

Service to the Wider Church 

There are many ways Hosanna is of service to the wider church, including our staff and members 

participating on committees and teams for church-related work. We hosted a tech workshop in the fall 

for congregations trying to figure out their live streaming. Hosanna has also hosted several synod events 

this past year, including the synod wide service on Christ the King Sunday. We will host another synod 
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service after Easter and serve as the hub for the online version of this year's synod convention. Along with 

these service activities, Pastor Anna is the secretary of Synod council, and I serve on National Church 

Council. I also serve on several other church committees, including as chair of the synod's Global Mission 

team and a new position on the task forcing working on a full communion agreement between the 

Lutheran, Anglican and Moravian churches in Canada. This is not an exhaustive list but helps demonstrate 

how Hosanna makes a positive contribution to the broader church. 

Lakeland Lutheran Church 

As many of you know, we have been helping out Lakeland Lutheran Church in Cold Lake while their Pastor 

(AnnE Zimmerman) is away dealing with family health issues. This has been a developing relationship and 

will continue until Pastor AnnE returns, or there is some other arrangement made for ministry to continue 

there. This is one of those circumstances where technology has opened the door for this kind of ministry 

to take place. We can remotely assist the congregation and incorporate them into our worship (at least in 

a limited way) without being physically present. As this arrangement will likely last for several more 

months, we are working on a contract to lay out the expectations and responsibilities. Given the 

decreasing number of available rostered ministers, I expect this arrangement to become more common 

in the future. We will have to see how this experiment works out and what might grow out of this new 

relationship. 

Coming this fall (we hope)! 

If pandemic regulations and conditions permit, we are hoping to host a Global Music Community Choir. 

Dr. Joy Berg approached us about this possibility, and the council has approved our hosting and 

participation if we can work out all the details. I am in conversation with Joy and Bishop Larry about the 

details; we hope to provide more information about the choir later in the spring. This choir is part of a 

more extensive music and liturgical program Dr. Berg is working to establish, the details of which are still 

being worked out. This choir would not replace our choir but would be based out of Hosanna. We are 

excited by the possibilities of this group; stay tuned for more information. 

Mission 

I usually start with the topic of mission, but I think I will end with it this time. Mission is still important and 

a driver of much of what we do, but the pandemic has forced us to look at things a little differently and 

opened up some new interesting pathways. One of these areas comes along with our experience of live 

streaming our services. We know that more people are watching our services now than were attending 

before the pandemic. We also know, anecdotally and from our YouTube account statistics, that people 

from all over the world tune in – although mostly from Canada and the US. While this is great in many 

respects, it also presents us with a missional challenge – how do we relate to these viewers when we don't 

know who they are or where they live? Some of these people have congregations of their own have added 

us to some of the services they might watch – while others may not be otherwise involved. We don't have 

answers to these questions but are pondering what might make sense. One thing is evident, even post-

pandemic, the church and ministry have changed.  

All of this reminds me of the parable of the Sower from Matthew 13. It seems to me that our online 

worship might be a bit like the farmer scattering seeds everywhere. We don't know where they will land, 
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but we will do our best to nurture those we can. Who knows what might sprout and grow into something 

unexpected!  

Well, that’s a bit of a look at the year that was and a glimpse of what this year might bring. But, as COVID 

has so profoundly proven, you never know what this year might bring. My hope and prayer is that we 

might continue to be blessed so that we, in turn, might be a blessing to others. Thanks be to God. 

Pastor James 

 

Matthew 13:3-9 “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the 

path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It 

sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, 

and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked 

the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times 

what was sown.9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.” 
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PASTORAL ACTS 2020 

Baptism (1): 
Dylan Dean Fitzsimmons, September 12, 2020 (JH)       

 
Confirmation: (3) 
October 25, 2020 - Ava Hendricksen, Matthew Leeson, Timothy Veugelers 
 
Marriage: (1): 
*Alexander Ward and *Berlandie Fleury, July 18, 2020 (AT) 
 
By Transfer In 
Pauline Gibson  
Kathy Hougham (St. Paul’s Anglican) 
 
By Transfer Out/ Pending (2) 
1 Jamie and Denise Phillips (Church of the Master, Airdrie, AB) 
 
(Funerals) Members Lost By Death (8) 
    Date of death/ service (at Hosanna unless noted) 
1 Olga Hennig  Feb.5th / Feb.24th (JH) 
2 Lorne Fleck Feb.20th / Feb.26th (JH)  
3 Jean Freund  June 8th/ June 18th (AT) 
*4 Brenda Fulton  July 22nd / July 28th (JH, Westlawn) 
5 Rita Lutz  Aug.4th/ Sept.18th (AT)   
6 Edward Stadel  Aug.23rd/ service pending 
*7 Kathryn Murphy April 28th, 2019/ Oct.2nd (AT) 
*8 Carol Anne Mcleay Dec.10th, 2019/ Oct.2nd (AT) 
9 John Nyenhuis  Oct.15th/ Oct.26th (AT) 
10 Thelma Ries  Nov.7th / service pending 
11 Irene Erickson  Dec.24th/ no service  

 
* is for Non-Member 
 

Confirmation (8) (not included in previous annual report): 
(2) October 27, 2019 – Jace Bilodeau, Hayley Edwards 
(2) October 28, 2018 – Jenna Engman, Jade Bilodeau 
(4) October 22, 2017 – Tyra Heise, Amalia Massa, Toby Robinson, Darrius Yarde 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Membership 2019 Baptized Confirmed 
   732  527  
Baptism  1  0 
Confirmation  11  11 
Transfer In  2  2 
Transfer Out   2  2 
Death   8  8 
  
Membership 2020 736  530 
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PASTOR ANNA THEDE’S ANNUAL REPORT 2020 
 

“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou 

anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.” 
(Psalm 23: 4-5, KJB) 

 
When I reflect on 2020 this verse above is what I hear. I hear it in the old language of the King James Bible. I 

hear the challenges and the possibilities of a whole year rolled into two verses about God’s presence and 

promise. This is what 2020 felt like to me as pastor at Hosanna Lutheran Church.  

The year began as most years begin with ideas and plans and possibilities. It began with a furlough trip to the 

Florida Keys with my family in January and the rising awareness of the risks of flying home internationally at 

the beginning of February. Thankfully we got home safe, and life and ministry continued. In early February 

Pastor James and I made our traditional journey to Canmore for the Study Conference. We met with friends 

and colleagues. We spent more time in our condo than other trips, but we still enjoyed the learning and 

company of those with us on retreat.  

Then March arrived, and challenges began: Pastor James travelled to Ontario to meet with the National 

Church Council and the Anglican General Council and this was the weekend that we first heard the rumors 

that churches might have to close to keep people safe. My parent church closed to members that Sunday 

and still has not worshiped together in-person. When Pastor James returned there was serious discussions 

between all the staff and the church council about what “closing the church” might look like. We agreed to 

close our building beginning on March 22, 2020 to help keep the congregation and wider community safe. 

And the rhythm of life of being pastor began to change.  

“Yea I walk through the valley of the shadow of death.” The world of the global COVID-19 pandemic is dark. 

All the uncertainty was scary. There is much we had to delay or put aside, some of which was cause for grief. 

Everyone was worried so we intentionally stayed home, washed our hands, began to wear masks to keep 

others safe. I began to pray: “Take care. Stay safe. Stay well” for everyone. Where my ministry had previously 

been all about relationships, about spending time with youth and other congregation members, with visiting 

and committee work, it began to transform. When Synod Council, where I currently serve as Secretary, met 

for our Spring retreat we did so by Zoom. Work in church began to be more about coordinating safe and 

effective communications than about being together here in the building. It was time of uncertainty. We 

never knew, week to week, what would happen, who might get sick, how our ministry together might change 

again. Many programs, like youth group and confirmation, or committee meetings like Care were 

“postponed” because we were unsure of how to safely meet. I got a cold and spent 2 weeks at home 

quarantined, because they were not testing everyone for COVID yet. During those two weeks Pastor James, 

Sonja, Lena and I zoomed many times. We talked about everything, a team that shared this ministry and 

worked hard to continue bringing glory to God even amid the uncertainty. Together we all continued the 

important work of worshiping God and leading God’s people when we didn’t know where we were going or 

what might happen next.  

“I will fear no evil, your rod and your staff they comfort me.” Yet, in the midst of the darkness never has 

God’s presence felt so close. The Bible came alive in a new way. Preaching the good news never felt so alive 
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and immediate. Sharing the sacraments never seems so crucial. We approached the seasons of Lent and Holy 

Week with a sense of uncertainty and discomfort, and found these same emotions deeply imbedded in the 

stories of the Gospel. We worshiped in new ways. We worshiped in creative ways. We drew closer to God 

because we were reminded that everything is in God’s hands – you, me, our church, the whole world. We 

were comforted by the celebration and joy of Easter and the promise of the resurrection. During these early 

days I had the opportunity to attend the online Festival of Homiletics, an online educational opportunity I 

would not have been able to participate in if I had been required to attend in person. The inspirational 

preaching and teaching from this conference fed both my soul and ministry as we headed further into 2020.  

“Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies.” We know who the enemies were in 

2020: COVID-19, systemic racism, hatred, and the idea of an “alternative truth.” These things were present 

to us every day, the pandemic shining a light on the existing problems within society and reminding us of the 

darkness here at home and in the wider world. But God was in the mix. God laid out a table with many 

blessings… 

As the months of 2020 continued, ministry also continued to evolve and flourish. Many of us learned how to 

use zoom or other online platforms for communicating with one another, often with video. I learned how to 

set up and lead a zoom meeting. We all learned how to gather in an online setting when we could not safely 

gather in an in-person setting. The reality of “safe social distancing” became part of every conversation about 

ministry at Hosanna. Cleaning, pre-registration and COVID safe protocols became part of being community 

together at Hosanna. As summer approached groups and committees began to meet again, in small numbers, 

with extra practises to help keep people safe. Hosanna Quilters resumed meeting, youth group met online, 

Care committee met. When Pastor James had his sabbatical the staff team and I did our best to continue in 

our ministries together. We prepared as much of the Virtual Bible Sunday’s (VBS) materials as possible. In 

July we opened up Sunday worship again so that pre-registered members could join us in the sanctuary on 

Sunday in a blending of online and in-person worship. Sonja and I took on the adventure of liturgical art, 

creating the summer and fall worship visuals. Summer also brought mid-week outdoor services. These were 

wonderful gatherings of members outside in the north parking lot for worship on a Wednesday evening. God 

was present with us as we lit candles, some weeks a little stronger presence than other weeks as we could 

see in the flickering of the candles from prayers around the cross.  

My ministry at Hosanna was truly fed during these days – even amid the fear and concerns over the 

pandemic. My ministry at Hosanna was fed by the people of Hosanna who continued to reach out to one 

another and to me through this whole time. Many times, members would phone me to give me an update 

on themselves, or even more often on someone they check-in with. Sometimes I got more than one update 

on the same individual from multiple members. Worship continued to use new and creative ways to bring to 

life the messages of Jesus Christ and his gospel. We looked to fall with some trepidation, knowing kids would 

go back to school and wondering what this might mean for ministry and being able to safely gather.  

“Thou anointest my head with oil.” As fall began, ministry began to look more like other years. Committees 

resumed meeting, either online through zoom or in-person with social distancing measures in effect. Synod 

Council had our annual fall retreat, again by zoom. The blessings of God continued to pour out on me, my 

ministry at Hosanna, and our congregation. It is not that there were not hard days, for there were, where 

people we loved passed away and we couldn’t meet and mourn as we once did but in the midst of if all there 
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was a sense of hope. We heard rumors of vaccines coming soon. We again joined with God’s people hearing 

the stories from the Old Testament about how God has always been at work in the most unlikely of people 

and places. Youth group attendance went up. Care committee committed to phoning everyone in the phone 

book again. We celebrated Confirmation Worship on an unlikely Thursday evening and shared the moment 

with the whole congregation on Sunday. We gathered for prayers and candle lighting as we remembered all 

who passed in 2020. We were a people blessed by the presence of God in our midst. Ministry was different 

every day but vibrant and powerful.  

Then, in November, two events coincided: Reign of Christ Sunday and the church once again closing her doors 

to worshippers. We closed the church building because of skyrocketing case numbers of COVID in the 

Edmonton region the same day we hosted the Synod-wide worship service for the Synod of Alberta and the 

Territories (ABT). At Bishop Larry Kochendorfer’s request, and as pastor responsible for worship, I had the 

pleasure to collaborate with the Bishop, Carolyn Ethier (Chair of the Synod’s Worship and the Arts Ministry 

Team) and Dr. Joy Berg to create a worship service for Reign of Christ Sunday. This special service, hosted at 

Hosanna, centered around the new hymn God of the Movements and Martyrs and focused on how Christ is 

not like any human king imaginable, and is always working in surprising people and ways. This service was a 

blessing to be a part of, to help plan, and to help lead – God has anointing me, and all of us through our work 

together at Hosanna and in our worship together leading one another and the whole synod.  

“My cup runneth over.” Then a unique opportunity presented itself at Hosanna: we were asked to help lead 

in worship, confirmation, education and perhaps other small areas for the congregation of Lakeland Lutheran 

Church, from Cold Lake, Alberta. A new kind of ministry began, a collaborative ministry between two parishes 

separated by 306km, but united in faith through technology. This amazing new shared ministry is only 

possible because of the forced switch towards more online ministry and worship. The people of Lakeland 

Lutheran have been deeply welcoming and seem very much glad to be partnering with us in this new way. 

Their confirmands and youth join our confirmands and youth. The congregation is seeking a way for members 

to join Hosanna’s Thursday Morning Bible Study. They offer prayer requests and will become part of our 

worshiping lives together going into the future.  

The blessings which God has poured out on us in 2020 continued as we reached the season of Advent, and 

the waiting and the wonder of the promised Messiah. At Hosanna the cup did run over. Volunteers phoned 

every member in the Hosanna directory. Advent packages were assembled and delivered by a dedicated 

group. Our worship space was transformed into a vision in blue, the liturgical colour of the season, by Kari 

and her artistic vision. We enjoyed the humor and small truths revealed in The Glory of Christmas pageant 

from Skit Guys productions. Hosanna members and friends volunteered to be part of worship in new and 

meaningful ways.  

2020 culminated in two remarkable worship experiences. The first, Christmas Eve 2020, A Christmas to 

Remember, where the joys of Christmas past reminded us of the truths held in this most important story 

about the birth of God’s son. The second, a service of Lessons and Carols on December 27. These two services 

had many volunteers, some members of the congregation and other friends of Hosanna. Our lives were made 

richer for imagining, creating, directing, and producing these two remarkable services. At the end of 2020 my 

cup truly had runneth over with the many blessings God had given to me and to all of Hosanna.  
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Looking ahead to 2021, while there is still uncertainty, there is also great hope. Hosanna has again been asked 

to host another Synod-wide worship service. We will continue to work with Lakeland Lutheran and explore 

opportunities for collaborative partnership with them and with others. Lent and Holy Week will have a special 

focus culminating, as always, on Easter Sunday with the gift of the resurrection. Educational opportunities 

including Study Conference and the Festival of Homiletics will be available online this year. In July there will 

be a Synod Convention hosted at Hosanna.  

Though 2020 served as a reminder that we do not have control over what happens to us, or the world around 

us, I am looking towards 2021 with hope. There are many moment and opportunities I know will come, and 

I can’t wait to see what else God does because:   

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

(Psalm 23:6, KJB) 
Pastor Anna  

HOSANNA’S COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 2020 

Everything went sideways in 2020. While many of our usual activities had to be cancelled, our core 
ministry continued, and there is much we can be thankful for.  

Regardless of COVID-19 and although we were never formally installed as your Council, we take seriously 
our responsibility to monitor and maintain congregational practices (reviewing financial reports and 
keeping informed of the work of the staff and the work of the congregational standing committees) and 
to discern how best to engage with our community—inside and outside the church walls—even during a 
pandemic. 

What I note here will probably appear elsewhere in this document:  

 The list of cancellations and schedule changes was long at the March 2020 council meeting: choir, 
Bible study, in-person committee meetings, creating a new photo directory, youth fundraisers, 
Community Meals (after the one in March), our support for the students of Jasper Place. Funerals 
had to be rethought. Of course, there would be no Easter brunch, Family Christmas, or any other 
breaking of bread together. 

 New systems were put in place while some routines maintained. Zoom conferencing became 
common for council and other committees, as well as Bible study. The spring outdoor cleanup 
was accomplished. The Foodbank was sustained throughout the year; our anniversary offering 
was designated for the Edmonton Foodbank. Regular office hours were maintained. Staff worked 
to create the most complete email list possible, since that became even more important for 
routine communication. Meanwhile, the Care Committee started phoning to check on individual 
members, and the staff sent out greeting cards to members living alone. Offering was encouraged 
in several different ways, with the addition of e-transfer capability mid-year.  

 Thanks to Pastor James’s foresight, we had been video-streaming the first service each Sunday 
for most of 2019. In the time of COVID-19, our live streaming of one service each week helped 
carry us out beyond our walls to offer worship to the homebound —and there were so many more 
of us than in 2019 — as well as any who might not have had ready access to their own 
congregation’s service. Church-hopping via YouTube may have been common for many during 
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2020, as our “view” numbers may indicate. Our welcome to Lakeland Lutheran demonstrates how 
others can join in and become part of our ministry. 

 Because worship continues to be centred in the sanctuary, the worship committee—in the actions 
of Kari, Sonja, and the pastors—have worked diligently and creatively to make the liturgical arts 
appropriate to live streaming, regularly rearranging furnishings, paraments, and installations. 
Small music ensembles and solo musicians have also added greatly to our services throughout the year. 

 Summer worship services in the parking lot were happily received by a few members. When 
limited attendance was allowed for in-person worship in the sanctuary from July to November, 
some members took advantage of the opportunity but not more than could be handled according 
to AHS guidelines. Those guidelines and the bishop’s response to them were frequently reviewed 
at council meetings.  

 When it was apparent that Advent and Christmas services would not be available in-person, staff 
swung into gear to plan, prepare, and record DVDs of the Christmas Eve service in advance; these 
were distributed on request in time for Christmas Eve viewing. The worship service—elements of 
which would not have been possible in person—resulted in a wonderfully worshipful experience 
for home viewing.  

 From the beginning of the shutdown, worship volunteers were recruited to record elements of 
the liturgy: litanies, Bible readings, prayers — as well as music. These were then slipped into the 
livestreamed service on Sunday mornings. 

 We as a council occasionally stopped to consider what effect livestreaming might have post 
pandemic. Will pews be emptier than usual, but will the congregation grow online? What good 
has come out of our experience of COVID-19 — have we learned some new ways to connect with 
each other and the community? How can we take advantage of what we’ve learned in the coming 
months and years? 

 Several times throughout the year of isolation, members were invited to share greetings in writing 
or by video. Early in the year, we heard how others were dealing with the shutdown, and later in 
the year, members submitted Christmas greetings in word and video. Shown during Sunday 
services, posted online, and included in the Advent packages, these greetings helped connect us 
with our fellow members. The Advent packages themselves drew volunteers, carefully distanced, 
to package and deliver to about 150 households. The delivery volunteers reported how well 
received they were at the doors. 

 Supplementary audiovisual equipment was needed to accommodate livestreaming and 
conferencing in sanctuary and Social Room. Even so, we have been pushing some of the 
technology beyond its original purposes. Sam Robinson, so helpful as our summer student 
employee, stayed on for a few hours each month to train others in livestreaming technology and 
to assist by putting together the pieces of the worship service needed to be fit into place on 
Sunday morning. We’re keeping him! Thank you, Sam. 

 Some routine council tasks were accomplished—our banking moved from TD Canada Trust to 
Servus Credit Union, the roof was resurfaced—and others… not so much—recruiting new council 
members became even more difficult in COVID-19, a decision on solar panels was postponed. 

 With no choir to direct, Marg Daly submitted her resignation, which we accepted with regret but 
with understanding. Thank you, Marg, for sharing your gifts with us. We are grateful to Nordahl 
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Flakstad for his years of service as Foodbank coordinator. Thank you, Liz Tanti, for taking the role 
on. 

 Pastor James’s responsibilities at the national church level and Pastor Anna’s at synod level are 
also part of Hosanna’s contribution to the larger church. While travel was stopped, they’ve both 
spent many hours in Zoom meetings. 

 Staff juggled their duties and responsibilities as required by circumstances throughout the year. 
Pr James, Pr Anna, Sonja, Lena, and Kari were presented with thank you gifts in late December, in 
appreciation for all the extra demands put on them throughout the year. 

2021 holds some of the same challenges as 2020, even as we look for the liminal moment—the coming of 
the light in the form of a vaccine. Your council continues to look for opportunities to be God’s presence in 
the community. 

We bid farewell to Sonja Myroon at the beginning of the year and to Marlene Grinde part way through. 
We thank them for all they contributed to council during their terms.  

We are grateful for all the volunteers who keep us in ministry, who adapt, who pray, who look after the 
new routines imposed by the pandemic, and who dream of new ways of doing and being the church today 
in West Edmonton. We are grateful for our staff, who guide us, prompt us, pray with us to find and follow 
God’s leading hands.  

Please remember your congregational council in your prayers.  

Yours in Christ,  

Margaret Sadler, Council Chair, 

on behalf of Helen Bowden, Gary Corrigal, Rick Hernder, Ray Janke, Don Newsom, Karen Peitsch, Liz Tanti, 
Peder Vinge, and Pastor James Hendricksen. 

 

 

 

Zoom photo from the January 
council meeting: 

Saying goodbye to faithful servants 
Ray and Don,whose second three-

year terms end in 2021. 
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC 

2020 Worship and Music Committee Annual Report 

“Rehearsing for the Kingdom” 

What a year 2020 was for worship and music at Hosanna. Check out some of our highs and lows:  

January and February, the season of Epiphany, the season of light, flowed along as we might have anticipated. 
We had wonderful worship featuring two services. We enjoyed weekly choral music from Hosanna’s lovely 
choir. We enjoyed celebrating Holy Communion together each week, at alternating services. We moved into 
the Gospel of Mark and enjoyed walking the path together towards the cross and the resurrection of our 
Saviour Jesus.  

The first change to happen in 2020 is that Marg Daly, Hosanna Choir Director of 7 years (2013-2020), made 
the decision not to renew her contract for the 2020-2021 choral year. She announced this sad information 
first to the choir and then to the whole congregation in March 2020. A thank you and recognition of her 
service to our congregation was held at the end of her time with us in May 2020.  

The biggest change also began to happen in March of 2020. With the global COVID-19 pandemic impacting 
our ability to safely gather in the church building our ministry moved to strictly online, via Hosanna’s existing 
YouTube channel. The phrase “livestream” found a new place in our worship vocabulary and in our lives 
together as community. March 15, 2020 was our last two service Sunday for the year.  

At 10am on March 22, 2020 Hosanna’s worship, and music, began a new journey through our online 
presence. When, in May of 2019 Pastor James insisted we begin to livestream our weekly worship services, 
despite his being on sabbatical at the time, little did we know that the future of our worship together would 
come to rely on this technology! Thank you, Pastor James, for foreseeing the need for worship to be available 
to those outside our physical building – our continuing worship and music ministry had a good place to begin 
from because of your vision. 

Over the following months there was much learning. We learned:  

 Hosanna has an abundance of people willing to help – thank you to every single person who contributed to 
our worship together. You contributed readings, skits, prayers, animation, art, drama. Thank you!! 

 Sonja Carmichael is willing to lead the offering prayer, as congregational representative, every week during 
this COVID season. 

 We have many gifted musicians at Hosanna who have shared their gifts with the whole community to make 
our online worship broader, deeper, more spiritual and moving. From the date of our COVID closure on March 
22 until September 2020 we had a special musical offering by a member or friend of the congregation at 
every single service. Sometimes more than one piece of special music was presented – this is a truly 
remarkable gift to the church from the people of Hosanna. 

 How important it is to “see” one another, and we were able to share what we were up to during COVID 
through the volunteer “My COVID-19 Experience” videos and presentations.  

 It is always important to ensure that the livestream actually goes live – when it doesn’t, then people get 
confused.  

 That feedback is important – if we don’t know there is an issue, we can’t fix it. Thanks to everyone who texts 
us.  

 A teleprompter is your friend when you are broadcasting as it keeps your head up, rather than making you 
look like a bobble head. (Look up at the camera, look down at the bulletin, look up at the camera, look down 
at the prayer, look up at the camera, look down at the sermon). Lesson learned the hard way! 
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 Holy Week and Easter are possible to celebrate online. It is different without gathering in person in the church 
building but our faith is a living one that reaches from the leaders at Hosanna into your homes and lives 
through the Holy Spirit.  

 That Holy Communion, when we gather at God’s table can happen in a variety of time, places, and ways, and 
that inviting those at home to participate is an important part of worshiping together.  

 Pastor James lights candles considerably faster than Pastor Anna. 

 Pastor James knows WAY more about technology than Pastor Anna. 

 Liturgical art is different in an online world, how things look in the sanctuary is different than how they appear 
on the livestream. Also, if it can’t be seen on the screen then it won’t matter to the people viewing on 
YouTube.  

We did not spend the whole year online though. July 5, 2020 with permission from Alberta Health Services 
(AHS) we were partially able to open again. We officially welcomed a “live studio audience” back into the 
building. After 3 months with no members in the building during worship when we first welcomed back 12 
people it felt like a huge number. As the summer progressed more members and friends of the congregation 
registered and began to attend Sunday morning worship back in the building. The highest attendance number 
following COVID-19 happened on All Saints Sunday when 36 people attended worship. The building felt full! 
Then we remembered there was a time when the 50 people at second service seemed small and remarked 
that it is not about numbers of people in the pews at all, but about the quality of worship and time spent 
together in God’s word, prayer and song.  

Summer also saw us begin a mid-week outdoor worship service featuring the Evening prayer liturgy from the 
ELW (red book). We took time to dwell in the parables of “Be Always Little” by Jude Fischer and the Psalms 
– seeking comfort at the setting of the sun in the ancient hymns of the people of God. Summer also featured 
5 weeks of Virtual Bible Sundays (VBS), featuring the Gospel according to Dr. Seuss, which was fun with the 
Cat-in-the-Hat reading, for us a different Dr. Seuss story each week to supplement the reading from the 
gospel.  

August brought a change to our worship when we began to worship in a blended style: a blend between 
worship aimed solely at the YouTube viewers and those physically in the building. Habits that had grown over 
the months of COVID-19 needed to be adapted to also welcome and include those who choose to attend 
worship in person. This change carried over into the fall. We celebrated Thanksgiving with the knowledge 
that we were likely heading into another lockdown and yet our worship continued. Glenys and Royden 
Schmidke provided a smaller, but truly lovely Thanksgiving display. We had special music. We continued to 
celebrate the presence of God in our midst.  

Fall also brought a new dimension to worship at Hosanna, the inclusion of members from Lakeland Lutheran 
Church (Cold Lake, AB) to our weekly livestream. Where before our worship was solely aimed at our members 
and friends of our congregation, we began to hear the prayer concerns and names of families and members 
from Lakeland Lutheran. While this missional collaborative partnership is new, there are some exciting 
possibilities for our worship together going forward.  

Then on November 22, 2020 Hosanna again closed for public worship. We also hosted the Synod of Alberta 
and the Territories Synod-wide Reign of Christ Sunday worship service that same day. Hosanna staff worked 
with others from around the Synod to plan and lead worship celebrating Christ’s rule over the church and 
world – a reign “that was very surprising” as Bishop Larry Kochendorfer preached.  

When we moved into Advent 2020 it was a season unlike any that had come before! Our sanctuary was 
transformed in a new way for our viewers at home. Blue was the colour of the season and it appeared 
everywhere. We were blessed to have Hosanna Sunday school and youth families lead us in the Hanging of 
the Greens the very first week of advent. Confirmand families from Lakeland Lutheran and Hosanna led our 
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candle lighting liturgy every week. We joined Skit Guys productions for The Glory of Christmas pageant and 
heard again all the stories of Christmas Eve and the arrival of the Magi.  

Then on Christmas Eve 2020 something truly remarkable happened: A Christmas to Remember, Hosanna’s 
Christmas Eve special went live on YouTube beginning at 4pm. This was a first for Hosanna worship in that 
this special was entirely pre-recorded. Over one crazy week in December 2020 we invited all the volunteers: 
musicians, readers, singers, prayer leaders, litany readers, and others to come join us and be part of our 
Christmas Eve special worship. Pastor James then spent many hours editing all the sound, technology, and 
images together into a remarkable worship service. It was remarkable because so many members 
participated. It was remarkable because so many shared their gifts. It was remarkable because so many chose 
to watch our service.  

The Worship and Music Committee wants to give thanks for the gifts and flexibility of Kari Heise, Hosanna’s 
long time Organist/Accompanist, during this challenging COVID-19 season. We see your work. We know 
things are uncertain for everyone in the arts and are grateful that you are part of the team at Hosanna. We 
appreciate your work with music as part of your position on staff. For her work with other musicians: to 
recruit them, help them prepare, and perform with them as needed. We are also grateful for her gifts in the 
liturgical arts, particularly her vision for the transformation of Advent and Christmas 2020.  

2020 is not a year that we could have anticipated but as the Worship and Music Committee reflected on the 
year they said: “we had rich worship. We all know what we are missing and what we long for, but our worship 
is a good reflection on everyone’s hard work. It is great to have services. We are all happy to still “be there.” 

As we look to 2021 there is not many things we know “for certain” but looking back at 2020 uncertainty 
wasn’t our enemy. We learned. We worked. We experimented. We tried. We worshiped and had music, 
prayer, readings from scripture, and joy in the presence of our God. We do know that blended worship will 
resume at some point. There is certainty that we will continue to worship with Lakeland Lutheran for a time. 
And there are other collaborative partnerships for special services and opportunities in our future. We will 
again host a Synod-wide worship service.  

Most important: we have certainty that our God is alive, at work in our church, in us and in the world, and 
that God is good, all the time. What more do we need for worship and music?  

Report submitted on behalf of the Worship and Music Committee by Pastor Anna  

 

LEARNING 

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION AND FAMILY MINISTRIES – REPORT 2020  

I am the church, you are the church, we are the church together. 
All who follow Jesus, all around the world, yes we’re the church together! 

The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, 
the church is not a resting place – the church is the people! 

 

This familiar Sunday School song seems especially fitting as for much of the year we were not even able to 
gather all together in the church building due to the pandemic restrictions and concern for the safety of our 
people. But that didn’t stop us from being church! With some – or many! – adjustments, and the technology 
of Zoom, email and the old fashioned telephone, we still managed to stay connected and minister to each 
other. 
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Martin Luther emphasized the importance of equipping families to practice their faith in the home and daily 
lives. Although we had been advocating for such a shift, Covid19 has certainly required that we move in that 
direction! As we report on the past year and look ahead to the next, we are reminded that like the people of 
the early church, we can spread the Good News no matter the circumstance, with help from the Holy Spirit. 
We are the church together – even when we can’t physically be together! 

The Education Committee is responsible for providing Christian education programs for all ages. I work 
together with this committee to ensure that learning opportunities are available for all to grow in faith and 
relationship with God and each other. Thank you, Dianne Kieren, for your leadership on this committee and 
to the other members of the committee for your support. The Education Committee’s report names the 
committee members and supplies details about a number of the programs that were offered this year; I will 
report on the activities of those that I relate to more directly.  

Adult Bible Studies offer a chance to learn more about the Bible in a caring environment where relationships 
and trust are fostered. When the pandemic limited our opportunities to meet in person, we were able to use 
Zoom to get together virtually which, despite a few glitches in the beginning, has worked out quite well. The 
Women’s Bible Study group, which meets monthly normally in people’s homes, did a study on growing 
relational evangelism skills in the spring and another on the Psalms as an invitation to prayer in the fall. The 
Thursday Morning Bible Study group, which usually studies the lessons for the upcoming Sunday, in Lent 
looked at “Tending the Roots of Our Faith” led by Pastor James and Pastor Anna. Small groups such as these 
have provided opportunity for people to stay connected and support each other while discovering what the 
Bible has to teach us in these unusual times. 

Sunday School made a fairly smooth transition in March as we moved from in person (at church) Sunday 
School to in home by Zoom. Parents have been vital in ensuring their children get connected and families 
take turns engaging the multi-age group in the lessons each week, with everyone learning together. Families 
have actively participated in our worship as well, providing creative videos of palm waving for Palm Sunday, 
singing for a Thanksgiving canon, “My Covid Experience”, greetings, thanks, readings and litanies. The 
Hanging of the Greens, with the Sunday school and confirmation families on the first Sunday of Advent was 
a wonderful worship program focusing on some of the greenery that we associate with the Advent/Christmas 
season. Families have truly taken to heart the idea that the home is the prime place for faith formation to 
happen. Thank you all! 

Vacation Bible School 2020 was a VBS like no other! Although planning had already begun, we realized that 
in person VBS was unlikely and unsafe. The pastors were planning a 5-week summer sermon series “The 
Gospel According to Dr. Seuss” so we decided to augment our livestreamed worship with VBS activities 
(songs, crafts, cooking, experiments, etc.), calling it “Virtual Bible Sundays”. We also put together a “VBS 
only” recording on YouTube of the reading of the Dr. Seuss book, the scripture lessons and the activities that 
people could tune into later on in the week. Although it seemed to be well received, we missed the face-to-
face interactions with the kids and the involvement of the whole congregation. Since we were not able to 
involve the usual contingent of volunteers, a huge “thank you” is extended to Pastor James (The Cat in the 
Hat), Pastor Anna (Thing 1), Helena Hendricksen (Thing 3) and Sam Robinson (Sam-I-Am) for not only playing 
the roles of the silly characters but also their technical prowess when it came to recording and editing the 
segments for video.  

Prayer Partners continues to be a popular program both with our Sunday School children and the adult 
partners with whom they are paired. In early March just before things started to close down, we gathered 
between services for a Lenten themed event. Although we were not able to meet all together again for the 
remainder of the year, partners were reminded and encouraged to keep in touch and support each other. I 
know this connection has been a real blessing especially to those who are feeling isolated. It’s lovely to see 
these special relationships continue beyond the Sunday School years. 
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Family Ministry is about supporting parents in raising faith-filled children, while strengthening their own 
faith. Providing resources for parents to use in their homes has been a priority this year and included sending 
ideas, activities and devotions for everyday or church seasons, special times such as baptismal anniversaries 
and blessing of the backpacks and devices.  

With all the changes that the Covid restrictions have presented, the staff has adapted and taken on different 
tasks as needed. Liturgical art has always enhanced my worship experience and this year, with so much of 
our worship being experienced online, I was drawn to helping with some of the visual aspects of worship. I 
quickly learned that what looks good and works for in person worship is not the same as on the screen!  

Staying connected to those in our congregation who are not directly involved with our programs has been a 
challenge. We have not had the opportunities for casual conversation before or after worship to check in on 
people – and we miss that! Instead we have made an extra effort to send cards and make phone calls and 
have been encouraged by positive responses but also by hearing how others have been reaching out to others 
with care and compassion. In December, Heidi Robinson and I assembled Advent packages to be distributed 
to all members of the congregation. (These included a Hosanna Family Christmas letter, card, candles to light 
during the Christmas Eve service, and other small items.) Many thanks to Heidi as well as to Liz Tanti for 
organizing the distribution and to all those who delivered packages and extended greetings on Hosanna’s 
behalf. 

We are blessed with a wealth of people who serve as teachers, leaders, committee members, forum 
organizers, prayer partners and more. I can’t begin to list everyone by name but I thank you all for your 
willingness to adapt to an ever changing situation and for sharing your time and talents with the 
congregation. 

Looking forward to the year ahead is both hopeful and confusing. How can we make plans when there is so 
much that we don’t know and can’t control? We look forward to a life that is not controlled by a virus but we 
don’t know when that will be or even how it will look. A return to life and ministry as we knew it before the 
pandemic hit is unlikely, and probably not even healthy. When the Covid hit, we were in the beginning stages 
of “Exploring the Future of Adult Ministries at Hosanna”. Even though that seemed to be temporarily put on 
hold, we have learned so much this past year about new ways of being church and we need to be able to 
take that knowledge and experience to heart as we move forward as a church.  

Seeing how the relationships that have developed in our small groups have helped sustain people through 
the isolation of the past months, it would be nice to be able to expand those ministries. We will continue to 
provide resources for families to practice faith rituals and learning at home, even as we are able to meet 
again together. We are exploring the possibility of collaborating with Mulhurst Lutheran Camp in offering 
summer day camp/VBS programs at Hosanna this summer in anticipation of restrictions on overnight camps. 
(I also serve on the Program Committee for the camp.) 

Technology (certainly a challenge for me!) will be with us to stay so we need to be sure to use it to enhance 
our programs without detracting from the relationships that thrive with face-to-face interaction. Maintaining 
relationships through regular contact will remain important as things change through the coming year. 

I have been especially grateful this year to be part of a team of people with diverse gifts. Pastor James, Pastor 
Anna, Lena, Kari, and Cam and Sam – thank you all for your collaboration, support and friendship. As the 
church continues to evolve, we are fortunate to have a staff and congregation willing to take on challenges 
as they come. We are the church together!  

Blessings and Peace, 

Sonja Carmichael, Director of Education and Family Ministries 
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

The Education Committee is responsible for determining the Christian Education needs and developing and 
providing Christian education programs and learning opportunities at Hosanna for people of all ages. 

Current members are: Dr. Dianne Kieren (chair), Sonja Myroon, Ursula Buller, Marlene Chapman , Carl Betke 
(forum organizer),  Cindy  Schriner, Gary Corrigal ( council liaison),  and ex officio : Pastor James Hendricksen 
and Sonja Carmichael. 

2020 was a very different and challenging year for the committee and especially for the leadership personnel 
who develop and provide the educational programs supported by the Education Committee. Prior to the 
pandemic restrictions, a few programs were offered in person in January and February 2020. 

The annual Epiphany Party was held in January, and 30 participants celebrated Epiphany with games, pizza 
and fellowship. The Sanctuary Mental Health program, which Hosanna was piloting, was completed in 
February with very positive comments by the participants. The participants encouraged offering the course 
again. The Care Ministry of the Synod was in charge of organizing the pilot which was held in 7 congregations 
in the synod.  The committee looks forward to offering their new Faith, Grief and Mental Health program in 
2021. This program has been developed to be offered with online discussion. 

Three forum presentations were held in February and March: The two Adult Forums in February featured 
excellent presenters. Thirty persons attended the February 2 Personal Wellness Forum (led by Helena 
Hendricksen and Mark Vogel, with “Healthy Refreshments” provided by Chris Terry); 75 persons (including a 
full complement of Sunday School students and teachers) for all or part of the February 16 “Down Under” 
session (led by Trina, Gabrielle, Eva and Isabelle Uwiera). 

Adult Forum on March 1 featured Michele Markham, Manager of the SAGE Seniors Safe House, both to 
highlight its temporary housing and help for men and women over 60 who are facing abusive situations, and 
to explore the many facets of elder abuse that can arise very easily and in response to which SAGE can provide 
help.  

Once the pandemic restrictions were in place, new plans needed to be developed for Sunday School, Vacation 
Bible School, forum offerings, Prayer Partners, Bible studies, and other educational programs at Hosanna. 
Our summer student was of great assistance with the implementation of online programs.  The VBS 2020 
online program, The Gospel According to Dr. Seuss, was both innovative and fun to watch for the entire 
congregation. We are fortunate to have strong leadership from our pastors and particularly our Director of 
Education and Family Ministries, Sonja Carmichael. With their leadership and that of our forum organizer, 
Carl Betke, we were able to provide unique and important programs that were delivered online. Details will 
be provided about the Sunday School, Prayer Partners, Vacation Bible School, and Bible studies in Sonja 
Carmichael’s report.   

Two forum programs were organized and offered to the congregation by Carl Betke on two different online 
platforms. The first forum was held in October, led by John Campbell, which allowed limited numbers of 
congregational members to attend the forum in person after the regular service, and others to join on Zoom.  
The topic was Legal and Community Meanings of Treaty Six. Congregational members were allowed to submit 
questions to John prior to the program. The second forum was offered in November, on Zoom. Jolyn Hall, a 
registered nurse and advocate with Edmonton 55 was the speaker. The topic was a Conversation about Aging 
Well and focused on planning for and making housing decisions and obtaining support as people age. Both 
of these online forum offerings received positive feedback from those who participated. This was an 
important way to reach out to congregational members who were missing this important educational 
program at Hosanna. Thanks go to Carl Betke and Pastor James and our excellent speakers for making this 
possible.   
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Several entries on mental health were also placed in the Hosanna newsletters. Mental health continues to 
be a serious concern for all of us who are isolated and needing social support.  

In response to the need for some “socially distant meetings” for those persons who were feeling isolated, 
the committee offered one Get Together Group. The meetings were advertised for several weeks in written 
notices. Five persons attended this meeting. Other meetings were planned but pandemic restrictions 
prevented any further offerings.  

In December, several committee members participated in the delivery of Advent packages to congregational 
members. In place of our annual Epiphany party, resources were provided to families to hold an at home 
Epiphany party including such activities as “chalking the door” and hold an Epiphany worship and family 
gathering with food and fun. We look forward to next year when we can be together again. 

The Social Room Library and the Sunday School Library (which is located in a classroom off the Peace Hall in 
the north end) also provides resource for Christian Education at Hosanna. These resources may be accessed 
during the pandemic by contacting the church office.    

 Sonja Carmichael, the Director of Education and Family Ministries, continues to provide strong leadership 
for many of the educational activities of this congregation. Under her capable leadership, the following 
programs were offered in 2020: Sunday School, Virtual Bible School, Prayer Partners, and Adult Bible Studies. 
We couldn’t have offered these programs during this difficult time without her leadership! 

Thanks are given to the many persons who also contributed to the success of these educational events under 
very difficult conditions. We may not be able to gather and meet in person, but we can share and support 
each other in other ways. The Canadian Mental Health Association makes these recommendations: 

o Make connecting with each other part of your routine – set a time to check in with others.  
o Set a phone date for conversation with others. 
o Schedule in meetings with others. 
o Let your vulnerability show – if you are lonely or need interaction let others know. 
o Share kindness and generosity. 
o Listen well to each other. 

 Submitted by Dianne Kieren, Chair 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Committee: 

Helen Bowden (council liaison), Helena Hendricksen*, Krystle Plant*†, Anna Thede (Staff)*, 
Chris Terry* (new committee member), Kirstin Veugelers (Chair) 

Youth Event Leaders: 
Committee members marked by 
a star (*) 
Our thanks to Helena 
Hendricksen, who has stepped 
back from this role after 
providing 5 years of leadership 
 

Youth Forum Leaders: 
Del Bennett 
Lorelei Campbell 
Sam Robinson 
Committee members marked by 
a cross (†) 
 

The mission of Youth Ministry at Hosanna is to offer grace and to walk alongside youth, as they learn to see 
God at work in the world and in themselves. The role of the Youth Ministry Committee is to create 
opportunities for youth to gather in community where they are welcomed unconditionally, and they feel safe 
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to be authentic versions of themselves, even as they navigate the complex world of a teenager. The 
committee primarily works toward these goals by planning youth events for the purposes of fellowship and 
service; for these purposes, the committee was able gather the youth four times in the first two months of 
2020 (bowling, baking for the community meal, a winter beach party, and serving the Shrove Tuesday 
pancake supper; attendance average = 10, range = 7 to 16).  

Similar to the whole world, all plans changed in March, due to the arrival of COVID-19. Initially, all events, as 
well as youth forum, were cancelled. In time, the committee followed the call to address the ongoing need 
for connection in the youth community, and in May planned an evening of games over Zoom. At that time 
the participation was low – only four youth participated – since many youth were tired of online interactions, 
because all schooling was online at that time. After the summer break, the committee tried again, and 
committed to offering one event each month through December; by contrast, youth forum has not resumed 
in the fall based on feedback from families. The committee was able to host an in-person event in each of 
August, September, and October (attendance average = 8, range = 7-9); the September and October events 
were outdoor activities (walk in Laurier Park and Corn Maze, respectively) to maximize COVID prevention. 
When community case numbers rose drastically in November and December, events were hosted online for 
safety (paint night and Christmas movie watch party, respectively); more youth participated in the online 
events at that time (12 and 10, respectively) than they did in the spring.  

The committee’s fundraising activities were reduced in 2020 due to COVID-related concerns and challenges; 
even so, the committee is not concerned about the financial impact of cancelled fundraising, since spending 
was also reduced due to COVID. Though all spring fundraising was cancelled, and Purdy’s chocolates were 
not offered as a Christmas fundraiser, the committee was able to facilitate a fall Fundscrip fundraiser. We 
extend a heart-felt thanks to all who purchased gift cards in support of Hosanna’s Youth Ministry, even during 
COVID.  

In 2021, the committee’s focus is to continue creating opportunities for community connection, whether 
online or in-person. Though youth generally prefer the opportunity to meet in person, strong online 
participation in November and December 2020 suggest that online events are an acceptable option at this 
time, especially if in-person events cannot be offered safely. Additionally, the committee is working with the 
Youth Ministry team from Lakeland Lutheran Church as part of the ongoing partnership. Youth from both 
congregations are able to interact in online events – in fact, this began at the December Christmas event, 
when 3 of the 10 youth were from Lakeland. For any events that can be offered in person, such as ice skating 
or tobogganing, the current intention is for groups to run their own events in parallel. 

An additional planning focus for 2021 is preparation for a virtual CLAY gathering in August. Though the 

National CLAY gathering “En Route” was originally scheduled in August 2020, the event was postponed to 

the summer of 2021; due to ongoing uncertainty about COVID safety, the postponed gathering has been 

planned as a virtual event. The committee looks forward to engaging Hosanna’s youth to explore the theme 

of Journeys, and is planning to supplement the official online gathering content with local learning and service 

experiences.  

Of note, in lieu of the August 2020 gathering, an online video was released by the CLAY organizers to 
acknowledge and to reflect on how unexpected interruptions impact our life and faith journeys; the August 
2020 Hosanna event was planned for youth to view the video and to discuss ideas related to the theme. 

Youth Ministry, like all of life, still faces many unknowns and challenges due to COVID, but by God’s grace we 
are finding ways to maintain meaningful connection in the youth community. It’s certainly not the same as 
we are used to, but we give thanks for the gifts received through our imperfect activities and actions, and we 
trust that the work is enough for now. With faith, we anticipate the day when our youth can safely gather 
again in person. 

Respectfully submitted by Kirstin Veugelers 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

As with so many aspects of life, the scope of activity in 2020 by the Social Justice Committee was altered and 
limited by the pandemic.  

Largely through Zoom meetings, the Committee tried to maintain its social and advocacy co-ordinating role 
amid the health concerns raised by the pandemic. It is disappointing to have to do so at a time when the 
need for social supports is so great.  

Notably, Hosanna’s highly successful Community Meals program was placed on hold by the pandemic. While 
several approached to work within government health guidelines were considered, it was decided in the 
spring that Community Meal would not be practical within guidelines. Any perishable food stocks were 
disposed of or dispersed. Items like toothpaste, shampoos, etc. that had been donated for the "give-away" 
tables and for door prizes were donated to the Jasper Place Wellness Centre (JPWC), the Food Bank and 
Nextdoor Belmead. Johanna Borle, long-time Community Meals Co-ordinator stepped down. The Committee 
would like to thank Johanna for her many years of service with Community Meals. 

With in-person church attendance prohibited or severely limited, the Committee decided it was impractical 
to run two major drives that are somewhat of a tradition. They are the Christmas-time Socks, Undies and 
Mitts Drive on behalf of the JPWC and the fall Backpacks, Supplies and Snacks Drive supporting needy 
students at Jasper Place High School (JPHS). The opportunity for involvement with the high school was limited 
by the extended school lockdowns.  Nancy Metcalfe, our main contact at JPHS, retired. We had hoped to 
develop relations with her successors, but that proved somewhat impractical. To the extent possible, Pastor 
James has made efforts to maintain lines of communication with the school open. 

Champions for Change provides bus tickets for distribution to Food Bank and JPWC clients. For some time, 
the need for tickets was removed when transit travel was free. However, with the return of fares, we 
continue to encourage donations to this initiative. 

Hosanna remained a distribution depot for the Edmonton Food Bank at a time when several other depots 
closed. Staying open required working with the Food Bank to implement sanitation and social distancing 
measure to keep volunteers and clients safe. Food Bank clients appreciated Hosanna remaining open. 
Historically most of our depot volunteers were seniors. Many of these seniors (myself included) 
understandably have decided as a precaution to step back from Food Bank involvement, at least for now. Liz 
Tanti and Nina Tanti kindly agreed to take over Food Bank coordination from me and they were also able to 
recruit several younger volunteers to staff the depot. Liz also has continued as Hosanna co-ordinator of the 
Winter Warming Program, whereby sandwiches and other items are prepared at Hosanna (and other 
churches) for distribution once a week at the JPWC. This activity had to be scaled back to meet tightened 
health regulations brought on by the pandemic, but Hosanna has helped the program by donating prepacked 
items. 

Four teams of volunteers tended the Hosanna Community Garden plots. In spring, hopes were high that by 
harvest time it would be possible to have a pop-up market to sell produce at reasonable prices with proceeds 
going to the Food4Good program. Such a sale was not possible, though the gardeners did share the produce 
as they saw fit. However, the fact that the garden was tended maintains the tradition with the hope that it 
can continue to grow in the future. 

To the extent possible, the Committee has tried to remain aware of groups such as KAIROS and other social 
initiatives, and, where appropriate, sought to convey information via the Hosanna newsletter.  

A committed group of volunteers still keeps the Committee informed of refugee-related matters at a time 
when Canada has rolled back refugee entry. Ali Saruro Mohamed, mother of several Somali family members 
in Edmonton, has been approved for travel, but awaits opening of the borders. We are in the process of 
applying to sponsor Abdiwali Bashir Ahmed, another of Saruro's sons (and brother of Kalif, Deka, Saynap, and 
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Anah) and his family. On behalf of the Refugee Support Group, John Campbell is filling out all the required 
forms for CLWR and Immigration, Refugee and Citizenship Canada, for which we are grateful. 

Pastor James has kept us up-to date on Global Mission, including our synod links with Colombia.  

Working with staff and other committees, Social Justice sees Adult Forums as important means of raising 
awareness of social needs and issues. Doing so proved challenging during the pandemic. Mention should be 
made of an online presentation made by John Campbell on Treaty 6, its history and intent relative to First 
Nations and the wider community. We hope that we can find ways to extend the reach of future adult forums 
by providing opportunities to participate online. 

Thanks to the Hosanna Quilters for their continuing contributions and commitment. The Quilters have 
submitted a separate write-up to this annual report.  

Thanks to everyone who has supported and worked for social justice, through Hosanna and by other means. 

Committee Members:  Tom Kieren, Orest Myron, Carl Betke, Margaret Sadler (Council representative) and 
Pastor James (ex officio) 

Nordahl Flakstad 

Chair, Social Justice Committee 

 

REFUGEE SUPPORT GROUP 

Changes in Refugee Support Group News • January 2021 

Motion to be presented to annual meeting, 21 February 2021 

In the past month, Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) has announced some beneficial changes in 
refugee sponsorship. (1) While we have been waiting over a year for news that Saruro (mother of Kalif, Deka, 
Anab, and Saynap, all married with families in Edmonton) might board a plane for Edmonton, this appears to 
be more of a possibility now, as far as COVID-19 protocols allow. We hope to hear soon of plans for her 
arrival. (2) Immigration, Refugee and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) has indicated that processing time for new 
sponsorship applications for refugees travelling from Kenya to Canada is now ten months. (3) CLWR has some 
discretion on the amount to be held in trust for sponsorships by experienced congregations like us.  

All of this has led us to bring a motion to the congregation to proceed with the co-sponsorship of the next 
member of Saruro’s son Abdiwali Bashir Ahmed. 

Here is some background information to this co-sponsorship: 

 The Refugee Support Group and Hosanna Church Council have committed to co-sponsor Abdiwali 
Bashir Ahmed and his family (since 2018)— 

– Abdiwali is the brother of Kalif Bashir Ahmed, Anab Bashir Ahmed, and Saynap Bashir Ahmed and 
Saynap’s husband Ahmed Salat (Anab, Saynap, and Ahmed were first sponsored by Lutheran Church 
of the Good Shepherd, Red Deer) and Deka Bashir Ahmed and her family (sponsored by Hosanna four+ 
years ago)  

– Abdiwali will travel with his wife and their six children, as well as four sons, whose mother has died, 
from Abdiwali’s previous marriage. 

 The Refugee Support Group, on behalf of Hosanna, will sign an agreement with Kalif and his sisters 
here in Edmonton to be co-sponsors with them to support Abdiwali’s family on arrival, knowing that 
Kalif, his sisters, and their families are committed to providing full support for the arriving family. 

 IRCC requires that CLWR hold a trust fund to ensure that the family has full support for one year upon 
the family’s arrival. The estimated cost for full support of this group is over $100,000. 
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 CLWR will sign a memorandum of understanding with the Refugee Support Group of Hosanna that we 
(as one of the co-sponsors) will provide housing for one year and that we will provide $50,000 in trust 
for other settlement costs throughout that first year. (The $50,000 is available in the current Project 
Fund, in our bank account.) 

 Assuming there will be no need for it, based on our experience with the Edmonton families to date, 
the trust fund will be returned in full to Hosanna by the end of the full year after the arrival of the 
refugee family. 

 
Moved by Helen Bowden of the Refugee Support Group that Hosanna Lutheran Church approve the signing 
of memoranda of understanding with (1) CLWR and (2) Kalif and family and approve the deposit of $50,000 
into a Canadian Lutheran World Relief trust fund as required by Immigration, Refugee and Citizenship 
Canada to co-sponsor—with Kalif and Edmonton family members—Abdiwali Bashir Ahmed and his family. 

 

QUILTERS REPORT 
The year started off like any other on January 8th but on March 15th, 2020 our world quickly changed due to 
Covid-19.  We had to stop quilting and our Spring Quilt Sale was not to be. 
 
Misericordia Hospital reached out to the “sewers” during the pandemic and requested cotton masks that 
could be distributed to outpatients and visitors to the hospital.  We are proud to say, we made 617 masks for 
the Misericordia Hospital and 12 masks for Hosanna’s Church office to hand out as needed. 
 
When some restrictions were lifted, the Quilters came together in two groups starting on Jun 9th & 10th, 
wearing masks and social distancing.  Quilts were put together and tied and then bagged up for online sales.  
Sam Robinson helped Karen Moore set up a Facebook Shopping page called “Hosanna Quilters”.   We were 
able to have a Quilt Sale on August 22, 2020 by having people come through the front door and leaving by 
the Peace Hall door.  We continued to make quilts on Tuesdays and Wednesdays for something to do and to 
see each other. We quilted right up until November 25th, 2020 just before another lockdown was put in place.  
We managed to sell quilts by word of mouth mostly and sold all but 26 quilts that we had made.  Pastor 
James also set us up with a new online account through the Square Reader.  We will be reaching out to more 
people with the new on-line site once we get some more quilts made in the New Year 2021.  
 
In 2020, we made the following donations to Charities - 
 
C.L.W.R. & Gifts from the Heart   $2,050.00  
Hosanna LTS Bursary    $   500.00   
YESS (Youth Empowerment & Support Services) $   500.00 
SAGE & “No Room in the Inn”   $   500.00 
Canadian Fallen Heroes Found.   $   100.00 
Grandmother’s of Alberta for 
    a New Generation (GANG)   $       7.50 
Little Bits Riding Club    $   500.00 
Our House (Edm) Ltd.    $   500.00 
E4C – Hot Lunch Program    $   700.00 
Mustard Seed     $   500.00 
Christmas Bureau     $   250.00 
 
     Total  $6,107.50 
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Quilts have been donated to the following organizations during 2020: 
 
Misericordia Hospital   21 Baby Quilts  

    (87 Crocheted Preemie Hats) 
             (18 Fidget Quilted Blankets for Seniors) 

Health for Two – West End         19 Quilts, Bags, Scarfs, Mitts & Slippers  
Compassion House     6 Quilts 
Fearfully & Wonderfully Made  11 Baby Afghans 
Sombrilla Fundraiser     1  Single Quilt 
      58 Quilts & Afghans 
 
We also made 3 Stoles for the Confirmation Class. 
 
Thank you to those ladies who knitted and crocheted afghans, slippers, etc. for us.  And a very special thanks 
goes to the congregation for their support and generous donations of fabric, sheets, yarn and jeans.   
 
On behalf of all the Hosanna Quilter’s, Best Wishes for 2021. (In brackets, is the year the person started 
quilting at Hosanna) 
 
Doris Allan (2006)    Vi Bowdige (1986) 
Johanna Borle (2008)    Lorelei Campbell (2020) 
Sonja Carmichael (2007)   Sharon Collins (2019)    
Rodina Couling (2008)   Lise Desbiens (2015)  
Jackie Evenson (2020)   May Frizzell (2008)   
Dianne Jackman (2013)   Emily Kalwarowsky (2020)  
Dianne Kieren (2017)   Erna Kuraitis (2015)   
Wally Marquardt (1990)    Karen Moore (2007)   
Karen Peitsch (2014)   Shirley Querengesser (2000)    
Mary Reich (2005) 101 yrs Jan 6th  Martha Ropchan (2002)    
Marilyn Stock (2016)   Wendy Yu (2020) 
 
Ursula Nyenhuis (2005) continues to drop by.  Sadly, we lost Rita Lutz in August 2020.    
 
COME JOIN US AND ADD YOUR NAME TO THIS WONDERFUL GROUP !!!!  ALL are welcome to enjoy the fun 
and fellowship.  
 
Submitted by Vi Bowdige and Karen Moore 
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Quilter’s Account (Unaudited) 
 

B/Fwd as at Dec 31, 2019  $4,158.07 
 
Sales     
Feb–Aug Sales & Facebook  
 On-Line Sales                         1,428.00 
 
August 22/20 Quilt Sale        2,614.65 
 
Sept-Dec Sales  & Square  
 Reader OnLine Sales             2,999.25  7,041.90 
   

    $11,199.97 

Expenses     
Donations to Charities   $6,107.50 
 
Batting & notions  1524.56  

Sheets for Backings, Fabric  214.32 
              
1,738.88 

  
Balance as at Dec 31, 2020  $3,353.59 

     
 

SPIRITUAL CARE 

CARE COMMITTEE REPORT 

Care Committee has several different parts: Care Visitors and Eucharist Ministers (typically referred to as 
Care Committee), the prayer chain, and the recent addition of the Birthday Card Ministry.  
 
During the past year Hosanna’s care visitors and Eucharist ministers have observed that this year has been 
particularly hard for those people in the Hosanna family who are, in whatever way, at a disadvantage to 
navigate the COVID-19 situation. During the year, the Care Committee has tried to offer community and 
support in safe ways as we are able to. Beginning in March, our ministry primarily included phone calls, cards 
and email as appropriate. Three times from March-December every member in the Hosanna church directory 
received a phone call from a member of the Hosanna Care committee as part of a deliberate effort to check-
in with our fellow members of Hosanna. This outreach ministry has been deeply important for maintaining 
relationships and for showing our desire to care for one another as a sign of God’s love.  
 
This committee has continued to meet when it was safe to do so. In spring of 2020 the committee primarily 
checked in with Pastor Anna via phone, and then through the summer months some in person socially 
distanced meetings happened. Recently the committee has been meeting via Zoom. At all committee 
meetings there is prayer, an education component, and a check in on the people on the Care list led by Pastor 
Anna. The confidential care list is updated every month and is maintained by Pastor Anna.  
 
This year Care visitors and Eucharist ministers were joined by a new member: Kathy Hougham. We are very 
happy she has joined us. Thus this group includes: Del Bennett, Marcus Busch, Ursula Buller, Barry and Rodina 
Couling, Kathy Hougham, Joyce Marcinkowski, Don Newsom, and Pastor Anna Thede. 
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Hosanna’s staff also helped with the care committee work of outreach in 2020 through the sending of cards, 
phone calls, and extra effort with live-streaming – a special thank you to Sonja Carmichael for her efforts to 
lead this staff effort.  
 
Though in-person visits were less common in 2020, both Pastor James and Pastor Anna did some visiting in 
as COVID safe a way as possible, particularly in summer when outdoor in person visiting was allowed. When 
called by a family at end of life moments, both pastors made calls as was appropriate.  
 
The Hosanna Prayer Chain continues its important ministry offering confidential prayers by special request. 
Del Bennett or Pastor Anna are the contact people for this specialized ministry. Currently 10 Hosanna 
members serve on the prayer chain. When a prayer request is made, the coordinator phones to activate the 
chain and share the confidential request with those on the list. The prayer chain members then pray for the 
individual or concern for as long as they feel called to do so.  
 
New to the Care Committee is the Birthday Card ministry. This ministry, which formerly found its home as 
part of the Seniors’ ministry at Hosanna, is a card ministry shared by Gladys Hansen and Sonja Myroon with 
assistance from Lena Nikolic, in the Hosanna office. It is the practise of the Birthday Card ministry to send a 
birthday card to any member, and selected others, who is better than 50 years old in a given calendar year, 
unless cards are requested not to be sent.  
 
There are many individuals who participate in caring ministries at Hosanna, and the Care Committee gives 
thanks for all committee members, volunteers, and staff. We are also grateful for every member who takes 
the time to reach out to others to share God’s love. Anyone wanting to join any of these important ministries 
may contact Del Bennett or Pastor Anna. 
 
Submitted by Don Newsom (Council Liaison) and Pastor Anna on behalf of the Care Committee 

 

FUNERAL CATERING GROUP 

In 2020, we prepared 2 funeral luncheons before Covid-19 sent us into lockdown on March 15, 2020.  No 
luncheons were prepared for the Greenwood Singers choir workshops as they were not able to gather.   
Pastor James and Pastor Anna conducted funerals via livestream from March to December 2020.  
This ministry is a blessing for families that are overwhelmed with grief and will resume once it is safe to do 
so.  About 8 to 15 people are involved each time, depending on the number of guests.  Karen Moore and 
Johanna Borle are the two captains.  Millie Dofka is the “Phoner” for recruiting volunteers.  Cam Terry sets 
up and takes down all the tables and chairs that are needed. 
 
This ministry would certainly not be possible without the willing volunteers. Thank you to all for your 
willingness to help in this vital ministry.  If you are considering this ministry as a gift of your service, please 
contact the church office or talk to Johanna or Karen. 
 
Since 2012, a menu of options with set prices has been used for families to request lunch catering. The profit 
realized from this ministry, this year, has been put on hold.  Each year, $500 is transferred to Hosanna’s 
Current Account to help cover costs of dishwasher soap, etc. used by this ministry.   
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FUNERAL CATERING ACCOUNT (Unaudited) 

Balance B/Fwd from Dec 2019 $2,725.91    
Income 
2 Funerals              2,220.00 
      4,945.91 
Expenses 
2 Funeral Supplies      720.27 
Coffee Maker Parts      104.23         
Transfer to Hosanna Current Account      500.00   1,324.50 
 
Balance as at Dec 31, 2020    $3,621.41 
Additional income of $720.00 is recorded in 2020 from 2019         
  
Submitted by Karen Moore and Johanna Borle 
 

STEWARDSHIP 

The Stewardship Committee plays an important role at Hosanna. Our committee members are Karen Peitsch, 
Mark Vogel and Ray Janke (chair). Our goal is to inspire individual commitments to financial and 
environmental stewardship.  We also will offer our assistance to committees with volunteer recruitment 
where possible. The ELCIC stewardship theme for 2020 was “devoted to generosity”. Acts 9:36 states “Be 
devoted to good works and acts of charity”.  
 
When Covid-19 hit in March, our committee plans were now on hold in some cases. Hosanna also now had 
to stop in person Sunday services. The previous fall Pastor James saw a need for live-streaming of our Sunday 
services and with church council’s 100% support, it was put in place. What a blessing livestream has been. 
Our members as well as the wider church community could now watch the services from home. This fall we 
were happy to welcome the Lakeland Lutheran Church family to watch and even help with our services.  
 
ZOOM also became a great tool for most meetings. 
 
We had planned on doing a “Personal Wellness” as well as an “Environmental Stewardship” adult forum, but 
adult forums were now on hold. A volunteer appreciation event of some kind was also discussed but 
gathering limits were now in place. We also would plan on our annual fall campaign for financial support 
which we were eventually able to do. 
 
Looking to 2021 
Covid-19 is still with us for the foreseeable future witch will require some creativity in our planning. Some of 
our objectives are as follows; 
 

- Work with Carl Betke on possible Adult Forums  

- Recognize our Volunteers in some meaningful way 

- Continue our financial stewardship campaign 

- Keep our stewardship kiosk up to date and current 

- Update Hosanna’s welcome package for new members 
 
Thank you to everyone for your commitment and support to our Hosanna family. 
 
Ray Janke (chair), Karen Peitsch and Mark Vogel 
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SUPPORT 

PROPERTY CARE/ CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

Members-Property Care & Capital Development Committees: Rick Hernder (Chair, Property Care); Pastor 
James Hendricksen (ex-officio, both committees); Russ Hoffman; Karen Moore; Don Newsom Karen Peitsch 
(Chair, Capital Development & Council Liaison, both committees); Ralph Trippel.  
 
AGM   
Hosanna held its Annual General Meeting on February 9, 2020. At the meeting the 2019 combined report of 
the Property Care & Capital Development Committees was received and accepted. Also, a motion was made 
and approved to resurface the church roof, for a cost of up to $135,000.00, with monies coming from the 
Project Fund. A background handout on the project was distributed to members at the AGM pre- meeting in 
January of 2020.  
 
Planning Meeting    
The Property Care & Capital Development Committees planning meeting was held on March 11, 2020, where 
the projects considered for the coming year were reviewed. 
 
Roof Resurfacing   
As noted in both the 2018 and 2019 annual reports, resurfacing the church roof was identified as an emergent 
requirement. Tenders were sought and the contract was awarded to UreCoat, Inc, which involved a roofing 
foam and aluminum polymer top coat at a cost of approximately $132,000. Work was completed in June 
2020, at a final cost of $131,537.70. Further masonry repairs (repointing) were undertaken by Hosanna 
volunteer Jodie Bilodeau.  Clean-up and additional work, including painting, was done by Ralph Trippel; Karen 
Peitsch and Pastor James and completed September 30th. In October, permanent repairs to the canopy over 
the main doors were completed. For years, a faulty drain seal had caused water leakage onto the walkway 
to the front doors. The seal was repaired by UreCoat and the hole in the canopy was fixed by Hosanna 
volunteers. 
 
Sewer 
EPCOR replaced and repaired the main sewer line in front of the church.  This meant taking up some of the 
interlocking blocks of the front entrance of the church, in the fall of 2019.  The blocks were stored outside, 
close to the front doors of the church, over winter.  In the summer of 2020 EPCOR replaced the temporary 
fix and were ready to restore the interlocking bricks, only to discover they had been stolen. The work was 
eventually completed by EPCOR, using other bricks. This repair means the sewer backup and overflow 
problems Hosanna has experienced in the past, should be resolved. 
 
Emergent Issues 
There was an electrical problem effecting the ceiling fans and the projector in the Peace Hall. The breaker 
kept popping out and an electrician had to be brought in to correct it. The outside light fixture (sodium vapour 
light) was broken and causing a short. 
 
Pastor James replaced the outside spot lights and ordered new emergency lights for the coat rack area and 
the sanctuary - their batteries are both shot, and the new fixtures are cheaper (and better) than the old ones 
- they are LED. They were expected in mid-January, 2021. 
 In the fall, Randy Eidick was contacted to add insulation to the chimney of the furnace off the north kitchen, 
to reduce the amount of cold air intake to that furnace room. 
 



39 
 

This summer, Jodie Bilodeau did a major caulking of the large windows in the Narthex and other windows of 
the church, where needed. 
 
A siding panel on the church by the northeast parking lot was discovered to be severely cracked. A new panel 
was ordered and later installed by Ralph Trippel, on August 12th.   
  
Spring Cleanup May 2, 2020 
The spring clean-up had to be done differently this year because of Covid-19.  We hired K & J Lawn Care 
Services to power rake & dethatch the lawn for $350. Additionally, 5 volunteers, practicing social distancing, 
worked 2 ½ hours to rake and clean in the areas that the company could not get at e.g., flower beds, hedges, 
etc.  
 
Projects For 2021 
The Property Care & Capital Development Committees planning meeting, March 11th, 2020 identified two 
projects, previously listed as high priority, to be completed in 2021. 
 
Main Office Renovation. The carpet, cupboards and countertops in the office need replacement. The office 
needs additional insulation and will require painting 
 
Sanctuary Exit Doors. The two exit doors are not in good shape due to water damage etc. They are in need 
of replacement.  
 
Volunteers 
Christine Birkenhagen has retired from her volunteer position of taking care of the plants in the church and 
the planter outside.  Christine put in many hours over many years making Hosanna look green and alive. 
Thank you, Christine.  Kathy Hougham will be taking over the care of the plants. 
 
Thanks to the members of the Property Care & Capital Development Committees for their efforts in 2020. 
And a special Thank you to the many Hosanna volunteers who did the work on the grounds and building over 
the past year. Some have been named in this report but there are many others, just as appreciated. We’re 
always looking for other persons willing to help with the jobs of keeping Hosanna safe and beautiful. 
 
Submitted by Karen Peitsch 
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MULHURST LUTHERAN CHURCH CAMP ANNUAL REPORT 2020 

We have entered the 75th year of Mulhurst Camp with His hand in all of it. To think of all the lives this place 
has touched so far. To think of how many more it can over the next 75 years? We have been graced with 
such amazing people and are looking forward to 2021 with open arms and to meeting so many more! We 
can’t wait to share all the exciting things that are happening here! One project that is at the top of the 
excitement scale and we are ever so grateful for, is the continuation of the expansion of the Lodge. We are 
extremely honored that some individuals had the belief in Mulhurst Camp, to breathe new life and hope into 
the aging Lodge, and put forward funds to begin with the completion of the shell. The beginning of a shell 
means that one day soon we will have a facility that can be accessed by many more for years to come, 
complete with a kitchen, accessible washrooms, and entrance! And for that we give Thanks. 

 
Even though 2020 was a year of many different challenges, we were still fortunate enough to accomplish 
much at the camp. We had some fabulous summer staff who worked hard on the property and bringing 
quality online programming to our digital community. Check out our YouTube channel for great 
entertainment!  As well, generous volunteers offered their time for many projects around the property from 
putting up a playground, cutting down fallen trees, chopping wood and making our old bathrooms more 
accessible. Let us not forget some things that may not be physically noted but are just as valuable to the 
functioning of this camp, website and social media updating, program planning, hiring and organizing of 
fundraising. Our volunteers are very important to us and we thank you so much for offering your valuable time!  

 
I am incredibly excited for what is to come over this next year and cannot wait to see what His plan is for us. 
I’d love to share, so if at any time you are interested in hearing more about our programming, volunteering, 
facilities, or our campground please feel free to reach out or check out our soon “new” website. I look forward 
to gathering with you in 2021! Until then let His Peace Be With You. 
 
Sheryl Stone  
Executive Director  
Mulhurst Camp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



43 
 

FINANCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT 

The Finance Committee oversees the recording and reporting of the finances of the congregation and advises 
the council and congregation. This includes oversight of offering counters, account book keeping, monthly 
income and expenses, monthly and annual financial reports, periodic member contribution statements, year-
end contribution receipts, budget process and investments plus ongoing review of Hosanna’s financial 
policies and processes. Hosanna’s fund accounts include: General, Sunday School, Catering, Quilters, Seniors, 
Youth, Refugee Support, Global Mission, Project, Sustainability, Mission and Ministry, and Sabbatical. The 
committee met each month except for July. Meetings occurred in the week prior to council meetings in order 
to provide council with the most up to date reviewed financial information. 

Current members are: Rick Hernder (Treasurer and Council Liaison), Colleen Jahns (Financial Secretary and 
scribe), Douglas Jahns (member at large and committee chair), Orest Myroon (member at large), Pastor 
James Hendricksen (ex-officio) and Lena Nikolic (Book Keeper). 

In 2020, on authorization from council, Hosanna’s bank accounts were transferred from TD Canada Trust to 
Servus Credit Union. Servus appears to be more responsive to Hosanna’s banking needs. Beginning in 
October, it also added flexibility by enabling the acceptance of E-Transfer donations. We received $6,655 
from 23 E-Transfer donations in 2020. 

In addition to the many ministerial and program challenges posed by Covid-19 during 2020, we also saw a 
decrease in offerings and rental income. Through the Temporary Wage Subsidy (TWS) and Canada Emergency 
Wage Subsidy (CEWS) we received $37,036.54 in wage subsidies which helped us to end the year with a 
positive book balance. Since application for the December 2020 CEWS subsidy could not be made until 2021, 
this income will be received and reported for 2021. 

Future tasks include the complete review and revision of Hosanna’s financial policies with emphasis on 
special funds including guidelines for creating and dissolving special funds, the ingathering and reporting of 
donations to the funds and guidelines for acceptable fund use. 

Douglas Jahns, chair, Finance Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

44 
 

FINANCIAL REVIEWER’S REPORT 
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  FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 

2020 2019

ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETS

Chequing Account 149,382.21$       86,302.89$        

Investments

GICs, Canada Savings Bonds 50,000.00          168,914.36        

Evangelical Lutheran Foundation of Eastern 

Canada 552,482.42         557,839.00        
Servus Credit Union Shares 1.02                  -                   

602,483.44         726,753.36        

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 751,865.65         813,056.25        

CAPITAL ASSETS

Land, Building 2,243,500.00      2,243,500.00     

Furnishings 500,000.00         500,000.00        

Total Capital Assets 2,743,500.00      2,743,500.00     

TOTAL ASSETS 3,495,365.65$    3,556,556.25$   

LIABILITIES & MEMBERS EQUITY

LIABILITIES

Accounts Payable 1,500.00$          1,500.00$         

MEMBERS EQUITY

Opening Balance - General 2,759,356.43      3,025,628.96     

-                    (268,500.00)       

General Operating Surplus 8,949.61            2,227.47           

Closing Balance - General Account 2,768,306.04      2,759,356.43     

FUND BALANCES

Sunday School Fund 688.04               1,265.14           

Catering Fund 3,621.41            2,725.91           

Quilting Fund 3,293.59            4,158.07           

Seniors Fund 1,049.42            1,088.06           

Youth Fund 9,674.53            8,179.76           

Social Justice Projects (formerly Refugee Fund) 1,577.44            3,222.44           

Hosanna Global Mission Fund 100.79               85.79                

Sustainability Fund (formerly Building Fund) 24,750.38          22,393.94         

Project Fund (formerly Undesignated Fund) 669,527.07         741,473.82        

Mission and Ministry Fund 201.06               31.01                

Sabbatical Fund 11,075.88          11,075.88         

725,559.61         795,699.82        

TOTAL LIABILITIES & MEMBERS EQUITY 3,495,365.65$    3,556,556.25$   

NOTES:

Accounts Payable is damage deposit from Jesus Reigns Forever International Ministry.

HOSANNA LUTHERAN CHURCH AT LUTHER PLACE

BALANCE SHEET AS AT DECEMBER 31, 2020

Decrease in Assessed Value of Land/Building

Value of Land and Building is based on City of Edmonton Assessment as at July 1, 2019.  Value of 

furnishings, including office equipment and musical instruments, is based on insured value.
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2018 

Actual

2019 

Actual 

2020 

Budget

 Actual to 

December 

31, 2020 

 2021 

Request 

334,824    339,949    363,889    312,966.19 371,036      

100            96              1,512.00      

4,050         4,414         5,000         419.85         5,000          

22,902      26,134      25,000      15,909.00    25,000        

2,498         1,838         2,000         43,217.44    2,000          

3,641         5,862         -             -                -               

368,015    378,292    395,889    374,024.48 403,036      

2018 

Actual

2019 

Actual 

2020 

Budget

 Actual to 

December 

31, 2020 

2021 

Request

1.SHARED MISSIONS

1.1 AB & Territories Synod Benevolence 34,289      33,897      34,446      34,446.00    31,490        

1.2  Camp Memberships 125            125            125            125.00         125              

1.3 Inner City Pastoral Ministry 500            500            500            500.00         500              

1. TOTAL SHARED MISSIONS 34,914      34,522      35,071      35,071.00    32,115        

2. WORSHIP 

1,956         2,028         2,365         1,717.48        2,350          

(298)           (312)           (200)           -                -               

2.2 PULPIT SUPPLY -              210             400            -                250              

135            1,354         2,250         119.69         750              

-              -              400            -                

2. TOTAL WORSHIP 1,792         3,280         5,215         1,837.17      3,350          

3. LEARNING

3.1 SUNDAY SCHOOL / VBS  668            430            800            367.67         550              

3.2 CONFIRMATION  583            -             265            178.42         500              

3.3 FORUMS  136            53              200            121.18         200              

3.4 ADULT STUDIES  57               68              270            59.40           270              

3.5 FAMILY PROGRAMS  -              -              100            86.60             150              

3.6 RESOURCE MATERIALS  750            508            600            565.57         550              

Learning Recoveries (609)           (115)           (100)           (145.00)        (100)            

3. TOTAL LEARNING 1,670         1,045         2,135         1,233.84      2,220          

4. WITNESS

4.1 YOUTH PROGRAMS -             -             150            101.22         150              

4.2 YOUTH GATHERING  -             -             500            -                500              

93              58              70              -                70                

4.  TOTAL WITNESS 93              58              720            101.22         720              

5. Miscellaneous 

6. Recoveries 

TOTAL CURRENT RECEIPTS 

2.3 MUSIC, SUPPLIES & OTHER  

2.1 WORSHIP SUPPLIES - Communion, 

candles, flowers, resources

2020 FINANCIAL STATEMENT to December 31 (shaded column) and 2021 DRAFT BUDGET

RECEIPTS

4.3 PASSING ON THE FAITH

1. Envelope Offering

2. Canada Helps - Online Donations

3. Loose Offering

4. Rent

2.4 ACCOMPANIST (above organist's contract)

Worship Recoveries

EXPENDITURES 
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716             884             1,225          175.47           1,225            

Fellowship Recoveries (540)            (15)              (200)            (15.00)            (200)              

176            869            1,025         160.47         1,025          

6. TOTAL SPIRITUAL CARE 109            -             125            99.13           125              

7. SOCIAL JUSTICE

7.1 SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE 234            89              420            35.42           370              

7.2 EL SALVADOR SUPPORT GROUPREFUGEE SUPPORT -             -             250            -                250              

7.3 COMMUNITY MEALS 1,849         1,633         2,200         587.49         2,200          

7.4 SATURDAY JPWC MEALS 136             278            250            216.27         250              

7. SOCIAL MINISTRY TOTAL 2,219         1,999         3,120         839.18         3,070          

8.  SUPPORT

29,501      29,140      35,750      28,128.38    36,700        

1,436         1,455         1,800         1,851.70      1,800          

-             107            200            -                200              

8.4 COMMUNICATIONS/WEB-SITE 634            993            1,050         1,084.58      1,150          

5,860         5,899         7,500         5,091.21      7,200          

8.6 TEAM / COUNCIL RESOURCES  54               241            400            279.01         400              

8.7 CONVENTIONS  4,165         1,444         1,700         935.99         4,300          

8. TOTAL SUPPORT 41,650      39,278      48,400      37,370.87    51,750        

9. STAFF

TOTAL STAFF SALARIES 239,483    245,599    246,235    236,279.24    251,064      

TOTAL STAFF BENEFITS 47,609      49,414        53,443      51,882.75      57,597        

9. TOTAL SALARIES AND BENEFITS 287,091    295,013    300,078    288,161.99 308,661      

SUB-TOTAL BUDGET EXPENDITURES 369,714    376,065    395,889    365,074.87 403,036      

(1,699)       2,227         -             8,949.61      -               

A detailed Income and Expense statement is available on request.

NOTE:  The 2021 Budget includes a 1.25% cost-of-living increase for all staff. 

8.3 TOTAL STEWARDSHIP 

8.5 OFFICE - Postage, supplies, copier lease, 

software

EXCESS/(DEFICIT) CURRENT INCOME / 

EXPENSES

8.1 TOTAL PROPERTY CARE - Utilities, 

taxes/insurance, maintenance, improvements, 

grounds, cleaning supplies

8.2 TOTAL FINANCE

5. FELLOWSHIP - Coffee, congregational 

fellowship events

NOTE:  Rent for 2021 includes $21,000 from Jesus Reigns Forever International Ministry.

NOTE:  ELCIC Group Services Inc., the benefits provider, revised the plan benefits and premiums.

5. TOTAL FELLOWSHIP 
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 2019 

Receipts 

 2020 

Receipts 

 2019 

Disburse-

ments 

 2020 

Disburse-

ments 

Anniversary * 2,775          2,875.80         2,775          2,875.80         

Alberta Synod 600             600.00            600             600.00            

-              150.00            150.00            

C.L.W.R. 2,090          710.00            2,090          710.00            

Campus Ministry 120             120.00            120             120.00            

Campus Ministry - University of Alberta 2,400          2,400.00         2,400          2,400.00         

Edmonton Food Bank 175             -                 175             -                 

Inner City Pastoral Ministry 1,388          490.15            1,388          490.15            

Hope Mission/Mustard Seed 1,710          -                 1,710          -                 

Mulhurst Lutheran Camp 120             120.00            120             120.00            

No Room in the Inn ** 170             -                 170             -                 

Jasper Place High School Breakfast Club *** 680             300.00            680             -                 

-              55.00              -                 

St. George's Anglican Church 110             -                 110             -                 

12,338      7,820.95       12,338      7,465.95       

* 2020 Anniversary offerings were designated to the Edmonton Food Bank.

** In support of Sage Seniors' Safe House.

*** Transferred to Social Justice Projects Fund - to be disbursed in 2021 (see Other Funds report)

DESIGNATED RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS

TOTAL DESIGNATED RECEIPTS

ELCIC Colombia Synod

Champions for Change ***
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 Beginning 

Balance Revenue Expenditures

 Transfers 

Between 

Funds 

 Ending 

Balance 

Sunday School 1,265.14$       -$               (577.10)$        -$               688.04$           

Catering 2,725.91         2,220.00         (1,324.50)       -                 3,621.41          

Quilting 4,158.07         6,928.50         (7,792.98)       -                 3,293.59          

Seniors 1,088.06         -                 (38.64)            -                 1,049.42          

Youth 8,179.76         8,699.23         (7,204.46)       -                 9,674.53          

Social Justice Projects (formerly 

Refugee Fund)

Refugee Fund 3,222.44         -                 (2,000.00)       -                 1,222.44          

Jasper Place High School Breakfast 

Club -                 300.00            -                 -                 300.00             

Champions for Change -                 55.00              -                 -                 55.00               

Hosanna Global Mission Fund 85.79              1,015.00         (1,000.00)       100.79             

Sustainability Fund (formerly Building) 22,393.94       2,060.00         (131,241.26)   131,537.70     24,750.38        

Project Fund (formerly Undesignated) 741,473.73     62,064.61       (134,011.27)   669,527.07      

Mission and Ministry Fund 31.01              (2,303.52)       2,473.57         201.06             

Sabbatical Fund 11,075.88       -                 -                 -                 11,075.88        

795,699.73$   83,342.34$     (153,482.46)$ 0.00$              725,559.61$    

Cash

GIC - Servus 

Credit Union ELFEC Total

Sunday School 688.04$          -$               -$               688.04$           

Catering 3,621.41         -                 -                 3,621.41          

Quilting 3,293.59         -                 -                 3,293.59          

Seniors 1,049.42         -                 -                 1,049.42          

Youth 9,674.53         -                 -                 9,674.53          

Social Justice Projects (formerly Refugee Fund)

Refugee Fund 1,222.44         -                 -                 1,222.44          

Jasper Place High School Breakfast Club 300.00            -                 -                 300.00             

Champions for Change 55.00              -                 -                 55.00               

Hosanna Global Mission Fund 100.79            -                 -                 100.79             

Sustainability Fund (formerly Building) 24,750.38       -                 -                 24,750.38        

Project Fund (formerly Undesignated) 67,044.65       50,000.00       552,482.42     669,527.07      

Mission and Ministry Fund 201.06            -                 -                 201.06             

Sabbatical Fund 11,075.88       -                 -                 11,075.88        

123,077.19$   50,000.00$     552,482.42$   725,559.61$    

OTHER FUNDS

STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2020

BREAKDOWN OF INVESTMENT OF FUNDS
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