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OUR MISSION           

Hosanna Lutheran 

Church equips 

God ’s people  o f  

a l l  ages for  

Chr is t ian witness 

and serv ice  

through worship,  

learn ing,  fe l low-

ship and sp ir i tua l  

care.  

 

OUR VISION           

Empowered by 

dynamic and cre-

at ive  l i turg ica l  

Lutheran worship,  

Hosanna Lutheran 

Church wi l l  lead 

Edmonton in 

equipping Chr is-

t ians for  sp ir i tua l  

growth and ser-

COUNCIL MEMBERS  

STAFF 

WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE 

May 5 Easter 3 9am & 11am  Holy Communion 

May 12 Easter 4 10am Holy Communion 

 

May 19 Easter 5 10am Holy Communion 

May 26 Easter 6 10am Holy Communion 
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A  NOTE  FROM  PASTOR  JAMES 

May 1st marks the beginning of part 1 of my sabbatical 
(although I will still be here on Sunday May 5 th, while Pas-
tor Anna is at the Youth Gathering). In case you are won-
dering what I will be doing while I am away, here is a brief 
overview of what I know now. 

I will be starting classes on May 6 th; they will run for 3 
weeks this May and 3 weeks next May. We do one class in 
the morning and another one in the afternoon. My one class 
is entitled HUMAN COMMUNICATION and consists of a sur-
vey of classic theories and intellectual traditions we employ 
in analyzing human communication. We will be looking at 
some of the history of communications theory (there appar-
ently are at least 7) and how they have been applied. We 
will also consider how this field is evolving and changing as 
our communication patterns change. It looks quite interest-
ing. 

The second course I will be taking in May is called SOCIAL 
IMPACT OF DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS and will (as the title 
suggests) look at some of the history and social impact of 
digital communications. As you can imagine this is a rapidly 
changing field of study. The course will also consider how 
attitudes and experiences have changed over the time we 
have had access to digital communications.  

After these courses are complete I will possibly take one 
more online course (if an appropriate one is available). I 
will need to complete one or two more courses before next 
May; however, I will need to wait to see what is offered and 
what might fit into my future research proposal.  

May looks to be pretty intensive with school taking most of 
my time. Hopefully June will be a little more relaxed. Maybe 
I will even be able to make some of the birdhouses I have 
been planning!  

Pastor Anna will be in charge while I am away, so you are 
in good hands. I will see you all in July when I return be-
fore heading off to National Convention in Regina for a few 
days. 

Peace, 

 

Pastor James 
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A Note from Pastor Anna on Being Part of a Team 

At Hosanna we are blessed with a won-

derful team: Pastor James, Sonja, Marg, 

Kari, Lena, Cam and I each have a role 

and we all help the others too. There is a 

hardly a day in the offices that we are not 

working together, sharing information, a 

laugh, and food with one another. We run 

ideas past each other. We seek input and 

feedback from one another. We hold the 

others up when they need us. We help 

each other try to get a day off when the 

days and weeks start to blend together. It 

is amazing the collection of people God 

has called into ministry in this place.  

But we are heading into a change. If you 

read Pastor James’s newsletter article this 

month you heard that he is going on sab-

batical and holidays for May and June. He 

leaves us to study, to continue learning 

and preparing to be a well-

equipped leader in God’s 

church, and to spend some well

-earned time with his family. 

Pastor James hopes his new 

knowledge will contribute to our 

lives together in this place, but 

the team will be affected by 

James’ sabbatical.  

During a typical week I work in the my 

office Tuesdays, some of Wednesday and 

some of Thursday but on Mondays and 

Wednesday and Thursdays I also go out of 

the office to contribute with my gifts to 

God’s calling to care for others. Some 

days I visit members and friends of the 

congregation, some days I go to Care 

centers to visit and offer Holy Commun-

ion, I go to Synod office as part of my role 

as Synod Council Secretary, I participate 

in a local gathering of clergy every month, 

and I am part of a Holy Listening circle to 

help with personal development and dis-

cernment. I can do all these tasks and 

more because other members of the team 

work primarily in the church building. Le-

na, Pastor James, and Sonja are around 

the church building many more hours 

than I am, and though I go and work in 

God’s name at Hosanna’s direction, I am 

aware that part of being a good pastor is 

being present when people seek you.  

So I have come up with a plan for while 

Pastor James is away on Sabbatical: I will 

(to the very best of my ability) have regu-

lar office hours. I will commit to being in 

the office Tuesday during the day (from 

10am-4pm), and Wednesday and Thurs-

day mornings from 10am -12pm. This 

way, if you are in the building and want to 

just stop by and chat I will here for you. If 

you need come in and talk to a Pastor I 

will be here. What is more I will continue 

to always be available by phone (780- 

405-7840) and email 

(pastoranna@hosannalutheran.ab.ca) so 

that if you need me I will be easily reach-

able. 

While the whole team will miss 

Pastor James, if you need any-

thing please don’t hesitate to 

get in touch. Lena, Sonja, and I 

will keep regular office hours. 

We are all here to care for you, 

just as Jesus asked us to on 

Holy Thursday. I know that the 

gifts and talents that Pastor James brings 

are different than any of the rest of our 

team but while he is away we will all work 

together to care for one another. Please 

know that I am available for any pastoral 

need, for your and families. We will miss 

Pastor James but it is my belief that if the 

Hosanna community works together we 

will thrive until he is once again among us 

a leader.  

I pray that God’s Easter blessings be on 
each of you during the coming weeks and 
months, as we continue to work as a team 
in this place to bring glory God through 
our shared ministries together.  

Pastor Anna  
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HOSANNA YOUTH UPDATE!  

Hosanna 
Youth Com-
mittee:  
The committee 
will meet on 
Monday April 
29, at 7pm. 
Plans move 
ahead for the 

May Synod Youth Gathering, Spring 
wrap-up youth event, and bonus 5th Av-
enue Jewelry Fundraiser. The committee 
is currently seeking a new youth group 
leader for the 2019/2020 programing 
year. Please speak with Pastor Anna or 
Helena Hendricksen if you are interested 
in spending some time with our wonder-
ful youth group.  

Confirmation: 
Classes will continue to meet on 
Wednesday evenings from 6-7:15pm, 
with the final class for the year being on 
May 15. I t has been a full year of 
studying the Bible, learning the stories 
of the faith, meeting God’s people, and 
shared time in fellowship, prayer and 
laughter. Thank you to Jace, Hayley, 
Timothy, Ava, and Matthew for partici-
pating in Confirmation in 2018/19. I will 
miss you over the summer break and 
look forward to connecting with you 
again beginning Sep 11, 2019.  

If you know anyone confirmation aged 
(grades 7-9), who would like to partici-
pate in Hosanna’s Confirmation pro-
gram, please let Pastor Anna know. As 
the planning begins for fall 2019 Pastor 
Anna will make sure to get in touch with 
those who have expressed interest.  

Hosanna Youth Group:  
Hosanna’s youth would like to say a 
special thank you to Hosanna’s Seniors 
for bringing food and coming out to play 
games on April 6. It was wonderful to 
get to spend time together, learn some-
thing about someone new, and have fun 
too! The games were great but the com-
pany was the best! We look forward to 
future gatherings of these two groups of 
wonderful people.   
Hosanna Youth Upcoming Events:  

 

Friday May 3- Sunday May 5, is the 
Alberta Synod Youth gathering at the 
Hastings Lake Bible Camp. “Our Church 
– Our Story – Our World” is the theme 
for the weekend retreat. The weekend 
will feature deep and meaningful con-
versations about living out faith, Luther-
an-epardy hosted by Pastor Anna, and 
lots of fun and food with other youth 
people from around the synod. A huge 
thank you goes out to our own Krystle 
Plant, part of the ABT Synod Planning 
Team for the synod gathering.  

May 18, 6-9 pm, Snacks and Mon-
ster Mini-golf. All youth, friends, 
and those in grade 6, are invited to 
gather at Monster Mini-golf (3414 Gate-
way Blvd.) for an evening of fun, fellow-
ship and glow in the dark golf! We will 
gather at mini-golf and then go to Sec-
ond cup where youth may purchase 
something to eat or drink before we all 
head back to golf. If you are in need to 
a ride please let Pastor Anna or Kirstin 
Veugelers know. RSPV’s for this event 
are due by May 15.  

Youth Forum concludes for the sum-
mer on Sunday May 5th. A huge thanks 
go out to this year’s Youth Forum lead-
ers: Krystle, Sam, Del, Lorelei, and 
Gary – our conversations and gather-
ings were made more because of your 
presence and leadership. We hope all 
Hosanna youths will continue to attend 
forum which will resume on Sept 8th, 
2019.  

Youth Fundraising presents events 
to look forward to!  
The committee would like to invite all 
Hosanna members to come out for 
lunch and a one-time 5th Avenue Jewel-
ry shopping fundraiser after worship on 
Sunday June 2. Please join Hosanna’s 
youth and committee for a lunch pre-
pared by the youth, and then you may 
go shopping if you wish. A 15% of sales 
from the day will go directly to help 
fund Hosanna’s youth programs. Tickets 
for the meal will cost $5 to cover the 
cost of soup, biscuits, and dessert, and 
be for sale after worship in the Narthex 
during the month of May.  
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HOSANNA SENIORS! 

Hosanna Seniors 2019 

What fun was had on April 6 when 

the Seniors joined with the youth 

and shared an afternoon of games, 

food and fellowship. The 8 Seniors 

who were in attendance were the 

highlight of the afternoon for Ho-

sanna’s youth who got to play 

games – familiar and new – and 

who enjoyed learning something 

new about someone else. And who 

can forget Pastor Anna ’s prayer 

where she prayed: “Thank you God 

for always being with us and listen-

ing to us” and then her cell phone 

said: “you have a text message; 

text messages are cool.” It was a 

fun afternoon and the Youth look 

forward to getting together with 

the Seniors again in 2020.  

Coming up on Tuesday May 21, 

2pm, Hosanna Sen iors  is  

pleased to announce a concert by 

Jim Bennet. Come out for an after-

noon of music and fellowship. The 

musical afternoon will happen in 

the peace hall, and you are encour-

aged to bring a snack to share. 

Please RSVP to Pastor Anna by May 

20 if you plan to attend.  

On Tuesday June 18, 2pm Seniors 

will gather for Popcorn and a Mov-

ie. Join us to watch a classic MGM 

movie from the 1950 or 1960’s. 

There will be several films to 

choose from, including: Roger and 

Hammerstein’s State Fair or Okla-

homa, Sandra Dee in When a Man 

Answers, or Doris Day and Rock 

Hudson in Pillow Talk. We will vote 

to find the perfect film to fill our 

afternoon. I look forward to hear-

ing from you by June 17 if you are 

able to attend! 

Check -In Board!  

Did you notice the check-in board 
now located on the whiteboard by 
the office? We are copying the wise 
idea of teacher, Erin Castillo, who 
turned one of her classroom white-
boards into a mental health check-
in board. Her effort to connect with 
her students has become famous 
on the internet, with many people 
following her example. We saw the 
wonderful idea of a “check-in” 
board and decided that Hosanna 
should also give this a try! This 
means that each of you is invited 
to take a sticky and show us how 
you are this week. The categories 
will be: I’m great, I’m Okay, I’m 
meh, I’m struggling, I ’m having a 
tough time and wouldn ’t mind a 
check-in, and I’m not doing great. 
The idea is that we can each check 
in, and if you need a pastor to 
reach out to you please put your 
name on the back of the sticky. 
Please consider putting a sticky in 
any category depending how you 
are. Remember you are not alone, 
we walk together, and if you need 
help you can always reach out to 
Pastor James or Pastor Anna. Let ’s 
help one another care for the men-
tal health of our community.  
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Molly Project Update and Missions 
Trip to The Pas, Manitoba 

Many of you know that 
Marg Daly, choir direc-
tor completing her 6th 
year at Hosanna, 
wrote a book that was 
published in 2018.  A 
retreat she held in St. 
Albert in November 
connected her with 
many new people in-
cluding a contact at St 
Paul’s Anglican, Ed-

monton.  St. Paul’s (Stony Plain road 
and 145 street) supports mission work 
in The Pas, and besides sending money 
each year the church also has gone to 
volunteer and connect with the work 
there. 

After attending the Molly re-
treat it was suggested that 
maybe Helen Bowden and Marg 
could journey on their next 
trip. It was felt the message of 
hope and healing would be 
useful in that community and it 
seems the church leaders in 
The Pas also agree as several 
books were sent there already. 
In January we were asked 
‘officially’ and we have had 
several meetings in prepara-
tion.  

The programs we will are expecting to 
be involved with are the prison ministry 
(2 evenings and a Saturday afternoon), 
a soup kitchen (five mornings), a com-
munity prayer walk, a music evening, a 
craft night, and several workshop for-
mats (dealing with themes related to 
the Molly Project book such as traumas 
and triggers, emotional and physical af-
fects of trauma, a meet the author/book 
discussion) in both afternoons and eve-
nings. We will be doing crafts, Marg will 
be preparing talks on anger in the 
Psalms, and on grief and loss. The work 
in The Pas, although directed by the lo-
cal Anglican Church, will be with the 
chaplain of the prison (also the Baptist 
minister), an Anglican church (one of 

the oldest in Canada we are told), an 
Alliance church and the facility where 
the soup kitchen for the homeless is lo-
cated. It is very Ecumenical, and our 
goals are to minister and encourage 
through many activities. 

Marg and Helen, along with four from 
St. Paul’s Anglican, will be making this 
trip as messengers of St. Paul’s Mission 
outreach. As you know the Lutherans 
and ACC are in full communion and this 
provides a great opportunity to work to-
gether, use the ministry work with the 
book and do missions. We expect a ma-
jority of the work will be with indige-
nous people as the Opaskwayak Cree 
Nation is very near The Pas. Marg has 
never stepped foot in a prison so three 
sessions there will be an experience.  

Marg and Helen will be away between 
June 14-24, taking the mo-
torhome and their three dogs. 
Marg has taken vacation time 
at the Synod Office and they 
are doing this trip solely for 
ministry as they are paying for 
all their expenses and donating 
their time both there and in 
preparation prior. 

The work in The Pas has re-
quested we bring what we can 
in the way of clothes, blankets, 

socks and underwear to be given away 
at the free meals. If you have anything 
you feel you could donate that would of 
course be great. 

We would especially appreciate your 
prayers as we travel, serve, and listen 
to the hearts of all those who wish to 
speak with us. Helen and I both felt this 
was a call we should take, and we trust 
God’s direction as we plan ahead for the 
trip. 

Thanks for your prayers, 

Marg Daly and Helen Bowden 

THE MOLLY PROJECT UPDATE 
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NOTES FROM YOUR COUNCIL 

FINANCE 

ELFEC STATEMENT 

FIRST QUARTER REPORT 

 

Opening Market Value  $488,779.66 

Deposits    $0.00 

Withdrawals   $0.00 

Gross Investment income $35,951.38 

Management Fee   ($1221.95) 

Closing Market Value  $523,509.08 

$81,321
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$88,713

$91,283
$94,080 $93,038
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Year to Date Income and Expenses
March 

CURRENT INCOME CURRENT EXPENSES

Having postponed executive elections from March 
to April, we have now elected our executive mem-
bers. Executive elections resulted in: 

Margaret Sadler, Chair  

Gary Corrigal, Vice-Chair 

Sonja Myroon, Secretary  

and 

Rick Hernder is Treasurer as named by the congregation at the 
annual meeting                                   continued next page→→→ 
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Currently, members of Council include 

the four executive members named 

above, plus Marlene Grinde, Ray Janke, 

Don Newsom, Karen Peitsch, Liz Tanti, 

and Peder Vinge. 

Most liaisons with Hosanna’s standing 

committees continue as they have been 

for the past year; we’ll confirm those at 

the May meeting when some additional 

members have joined us. 

Pastor James is off on sabbatical for the 

months of May and June (with the ex-

ception of Sunday 5 May, when he’ll 

cover for Pr Anna; and including vaca-

tion time for the last two weeks of 

June). We wish him well in his studies 

toward an MA in Communications and 

Technology. With James, we look for-

ward to benefitting from what he learns 

regarding how we as a congregation 

might more effectively communicate in 

our current and future contexts. 

A summer student, Rebecca Moore, has 

been hired to begin at the end of May. 

As in past summers, we appreciate the 

additional help during Lena’s holidays 

and at VBS time, in particular.  

Video streaming of worship and special 

services is almost a reality. You’ll be 

able to watch a worship service in real 

time on YouTube or watch it at another 

time convenient to you. More infor-

mation will follow soon.  

New in the chair and appreciative of 

your support, 
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 

Adult  Forum -  May 5 th  
 

Stor ies  of  Mental  I l lness  and 
Hope Across  Different  Age 
Groups  
 

May 6-12 is  menta l  health week 
in Canada.  The theme th is  year 
is  WHAT MENTAL HEALTH REALLY 
IS.  
 

The May 5 forum wi l l  be a men-
ta l  health forum.  I t  wi l l  share 
three v ideo stor ies  of  persons in 
d i f ferent  age groups who have 
exper ienced menta l  health is-
sues,  inc lud ing depress ion and 
anxiety.   These personal s tor ies 
a lso inc lude the ir  exper iences 
with the ir  fa i th group as they 
journeyed toward recovery and 
l iv ing with mental  health issues.    

The Congregat ional  Act ion and 
Res p o n s e  f o r  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  
(CARE) Min is try Team of  the 
Synod has as one of  i ts  major 
object ives educat ing congrega-
t ional  members about the nature 
and treatment of  menta l  health 
issues.  Near ly 100 synod mem-
bers have attended Menta l  
Health F irs t  A ide workshops.   
Severa l  congregat ions have a lso 
bui l t  ongo ing programs that  fur-
ther educate congregat ional  
members about menta l  i l lness 
and how they might act ive ly 
support  those persons exper i-
enc ing menta l  i l lness.  Th is  fo-
rum wi l l  a l low further d iscuss ion 
of  how Hosanna can cont inue to  
support  others who l ive with 
menta l  health issues and how 
we can a lso strengthen our own 
menta l  health.   

HATs on for Mental Health – Sunday May 5th 

I’m sure many of you (men and women) have hats in your closet that you could 
wear to show your support for mental health for everyone.  May 6-12 is Mental 

Health Week in Canada.                             

Wear a hat to church on Sunday May 5 to launch this year’s Mental Health Week.   

This will be the last Adult Forum of the season. See you back in the fall! A 

big thank you to Barb Ulmer for organizing and hosting the forums for the spring 

and to Lois Flakstad for the fall.  We are looking for someone who would be inter-

ested in helping to plan and/or host the forums for the next year or at least until 

Christmas. Please contact Sonja Carmichael or Dianne Kieren regarding booking 

fall forum time or to offer your leadership in this area or come out to the next 

meeting of the Education Committee on May 8 at 
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Education and Family Ministries 

During the month of May, our theme 
“Called to Share” is evident in the first 
three weeks’ lessons. “As the disciples 
begin to make sense of their life and call-
ing after Jesus’ resurrection, they discov-
er that the gospel message is much larger 
than any had imagined. Peter learns that 
this good news is meant for everyone as 
he encounters a centurion wishing to be 
baptized shortly after a surprising vision. 
Paul and Barnabas are set apart for a spe-
cific mission to invite others, especially 
the Gentiles, to know God. As they travel, 
they remind those they write to and visit 
that all belong to Jesus. Paul encourages 
the believers to be unashamed of the gos-
pel message, as they work together in 
partnership to share the good news.”* 

(*from Living the Word, Teaching God’s 
Story, Spirit and Truth Publishing curricu-
lum) 

Most of the education programs at Hosan-
na will be winding down during the month 
of May – except for VBS which will start-
ing to gear up!  Thanks to those of you 
who have participated in the various pro-
grams that we’ve offered, especially to 
those who have played a leadership role.  
We hope your faith has grown over the 
year and that you continue to find ways 
to grow in your relationship with God over 
the summer months. Whether you are 
staying in town or on vacation, summer-
time gives us the chance to slow down 
and meet God in a different way. It af-
fords us more time to develop our rela-
tionship with God, God’s creation and with 
each other. While planning your garden or 
vacation, or just relaxing in the sun, think 
about how you and your family can nur-
ture your faith life and share the love of 
Jesus with others. 

We encourage families to be involved in 
Hosanna’s worship life, especially over the 
summer months. Why not sign up as a 
family to usher, be readers, help with al-
tar guild, provide special music, or even 
count offering?  Think about how your 
family can contribute – or ask Sonja for 
ideas.  This is a wonderful way to teach 
kids about the various roles in worship 
and to make them truly feel like a valua-
ble member of the congregation. 

How might you grow in faith this sum-
mer?   

Thursday Morning Bible Study 

Bible Study will continue to meet on 
Thursday mornings at 10:00 till about 
11:30 through the month of May. The 
group is a great way to learn more about 
the upcoming Sunday lesson while getting 
to know each other better – and having a 
lot of fun at the same time.  If you have 
not been part of this group (yet!), come 
and give it a try or plan to make it part of 
your fall schedule.  A big “thank you” to 
Del Bennett for leading this study group, 
to Pastor Len Stengel for his guidance, 
and to Pastor James and Pastor Anna for 
popping in and answering our multitude of 
questions. 

Women’s Bible Study 

This month’s study will be held on Friday, 
May 10th at 7:30pm at Carol Chrapko’s 
home (18431 – 91 Avenue, phone 780-
487-0368). As usual, all women are wel-
come to come for a time of study, fellow-
ship and fun!  

Sunday School 

On Palm Sunday, the Sunday School and 
youth took a leadership role in worship, 
leading the palm procession and singing 
during the first service and at the first 
service presenting the passion story from 
the unusual perspective of some of the 
items that were there (such as a sword, a 
palm, the bread and wine). Adult readers 
at the second service allowed those at-
tending at that time to have a similar 
worship experience. Thank you to all who 
were involved.  

During Lent the Sunday School has been 
collecting items for “Learning and Living 
Kits” for Canadian Lutheran World Relief’s 
“Gifts from the Heart” program and will 
be assembling the kits on the last day of 
Sunday School. 
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A big “thank you” to the wonderful 
teachers, opening leaders and Sunday 
School coordinators who have made our 
Sunday School program such a success 
this year.  We are blessed with a team 
of teachers who work well together to 
bring the lessons to life each week and 
share their faith with the kids.  Special 
thanks to Connie Litzenberger, Karolin 
Skogsrud, Beth Hendricksen, Lori Betke, 
Juli Zinken, Cindy Schriner, Miriam 
Veugelers and Tyra Heise. 

Although regular Sunday School 
classes wrap up for the year on 
May 5th, we are planning a prayer 
partner event on May 26 after 
worship – Planting!  And as a bo-
nus, it’s also an Ice Cream Sun-
day! 

We are always looking for new teachers, 
coordinators and leaders.  Teaching 
teams allow flexibility for the teachers to 
choose when and how often they would 
like to teach and there are always at 
least 2 teachers in the classroom.  If 
you would be interested in being part of 
a teaching team for one of our classes in 
the fall, if you are interested in overall 
planning of the Sunday School program 
including special events, or if you have 
other gifts that you’d like to share with 

our Sunday School 
kids, please talk to 
Sonja.   

Prayer Partners 

On May 26 after 
worship, in what 

has now become an annual event, our 
prayer partners will gather to plant a 
plant together to brighten up the front 
of the church. Bring a gardening trowel 
if you have one, and maybe don’t wear 

your Sunday best that day as you 
might get a bit dirty! 

Prayer partners have been a won-
derful way for our Sunday School 
kids to get to know some of the 
older generation – and vice versa. 
It’s great to see those relation-

ships continue even after the children 
have moved on from Sunday School to 
Youth. Over the summer, partners are 
encouraged to stay in touch, maybe sit-
ting together in church or even signing 
up to usher together, sending a post-
card while on vacation, or other small 
ways of reminding each other that you 
care and are praying for one another – 
and don’t forget to check. If you have 
something special that you would like 
the other to pray about, let them know! 

VBS 

Mark your calendars!  Hosanna’s Vacation 
Bible School runs this summer from 
July 7-11 (Sunday through Thursday).  

Amidst the setting of a fun global fair, 
we’ll experience the love of Jesus as we 
meet welcoming neighbours from the Bi-
ble.  We’ll learn that God’s love welcomes 
everyone, and come to understand how to 
love and serve God and be a neighbour to 
the world.  Our unique evening format 
(from 6:30 – 8:15 each night) brings the 
Word of God alive through Bible dramas, 
songs, crafts, games, science and snacks!  
We’ll kick off the week, and hopefully at-
tract some of our own neighbours, with a 
community carnival event and BBQ on 
Sunday afternoon. Step right up and don’t 
miss being part of this fun faith-forming 
week – and bring a friend or two!   

We were blessed again last year with such 
great support from all generations at Ho-
sanna.  The kids loved seeing adults and 
youth in character roles. Those who volun-
teered had great fun acting in character, 
helping out with the marketplace, at craft 
and other activity stations and interacting 
with the kids. There’s lots of opportunity 
for you to “Step Right Up!” and get in-
volved this years as well – both in plan-
ning and making the program happen!  
Please let Sonja know how 
you might be interested in 
helping or if you have any 
questions about what’s 
involved. Registration 
forms will be available on 
the Black Counter or 
online through Hosanna’s 
website. 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Volunteers needed for: Shopping, Friday night set up and food prepara-
tions, Saturday cooking, serving and clean up.  Sign-up sheet coming soon;   

check the Black Counter for details on how you can be involved.  
 

Committee planning meeting May 13, 7:30 pm.  
 
For information, talk to any C.M. committee member:  Johanna Borle, Ro-
dina Couling, Ruth Guse, Kari Heise, Rick Hernder, Karen Moore, Sherry Suvanto.  

COMMUNITY MEAL: May 25  BBQ!   

 

Beef on a skewer,  

baked potatoes,  

salads,  

ice cream  

and watermelon!    

 

Meal served 12-1 pm on Saturday.   
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Church Garden – 
an Opportunity for 
Growth 

For the last few sum-
mers, Hosanna has 
made several plots 
on the northwest cor-
ner of the church 

property available for a community 
garden. The idea was that community 
members, either with limited means 
or with no land of their own to plant a 
garden, could grow vegetables for 
their own use. Food4Good provided 
names of candidates to care for the 
garden plots. Our experience was 
that, with one notable exception, 
those offered plots gave up on the 
project and neither tended nor har-
vested any of the resulting crops. 
Care of the plots instead fell into the 
hands of several committed Hosanna 
members who originally had signed up 
to supervise and advise the communi-
ty gardeners. A big thanks to those 
Hosanna volunteers! 

Given the past experience, we have 
informed Food4Good that we will no 
longer make plots available to com-
munity members. However, the Social 
Justice Committee would like to in-
quire if any active gardeners in the 
congregation are interested in planting 
and tending the plots this year. The 
plan would be for the resulting pro-
duce to be sold at a Sunday pop-up 
market at Hosanna in late summer or 
early fall. (The gardeners would be 
welcome to pick some in-season pro-
duce for their own use.)  Proceeds 
from such a pop-up sale might go to 
Food4Good, which is involved in sev-
eral other food sustainability and nu-
trition programs, or possibly to sup-
port another suitable cause. 

 

Nordahl Flakstad  

Chair, Social Justice Committee   

“School Backpacks & Supplies Sun-
day”  

And Breakfast Club Program 

The Social Justice Committee is again 
organizing a drive for backpacks and 
supplies as well as breakfast items to 
help needy students at Jasper Place High 
School. We are aiming for the drive to 
wind up in September, but in August we 
will start receiving new and gently used 
backpacks, as well as other school, sup-
plies plus breakfast items -- such as 
juice (large tetra packs preferred), snack 
bars, cereal and fruit cups. (Some stu-
dents also make their own lunch at the 
school, so small tins of chicken, salmon, 
tuna and the like are also welcome.) 

In addition to backpacks, needed school 
supplies include binders, pens and pen-
cils. Times are a changing and the high 
school tells us that students are using 
much less paper and the school currently 
has an ample supply of loose-leaf paper. 
SO, PLEASE, NO LOOSE-LEAF PAPER, 
though dividers for binders are useful. 
Remember, summer sometimes provides 
opportunities for early school-supply bar-
gains. 

About 50 students benefitting from the 
school-supply donations also daily attend 
the free breakfast program at JP’s Break-
fast Club. So, we will also be collecting 
items for that program at the same time.  

We cannot provide receipts for in-kind 
donations but identifiable (with name 
and address) monetary donations – in-
cluding through your offering – will be 
eligible for a tax credit. 

For more information, please contact 
Nordahl Flakstad (nflakstad@shaw.ca  
780-444-9199)      

mailto:nflakstad@shaw.ca
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THE WIDER CHURCH 

May 2019 Message for  

Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders  

 

Dear Beloved of God – 

One of the joys and life-giving gifts 

for me as a Synod Bishop is our 

Synod’s relationship with The Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church of Colombia 

(IELCO). 

I have been privileged to journey to 

Colombia several times facilitating 

delegation visits for youth, youth 

and adults, and adults who have 

sought to begin to experience, em-

brace and engage the contexts and 

ministries of IELCO; to build rela-

tionships with our siblings in Christ; 

to explore stronger ties between 

partner congregations in our Synod 

and IELCO; and to seek an expand-

ing global understanding of faithful 

discipleship through the Lutheran 

Colombian context. I have also 

been privileged to host on two oc-

casions delegations from Colombia 

to our Synod. 

Our ELCIC global mission accompa-

niment model is one of walking to-

gether in solidarity, side by side, 

practicing interdependence and mu-

tuality, in service to God’s mission. 

The values of the accompaniment 

model are interconnected, and in-

clude mutuality, inclusivity, sus-

tainability, vulnerability and em-

powerment. The core purpose of 

these relationships, this accompani-

ment, is God’s mission. 

Relationships and accompaniment 

are at the heart of our approach to 

global ministry. We seek to actively 

listen to our partners and compan-

ions, share in their joys and sor-

rows, and support them in their 

mission – as they support us in 

ours. 

Recently we have had an opportuni-

ty as a Synod to accompany our 

Global Companion Partner in Co-

lombia in prayer. A car bombing oc-

curred January 17, 2019 in Bogotá, 

Colombia in an area very familiar 

for our Synod delegation partici-

pants. Upon learning of this vio-

lence, I wrote to Bishop Atahualpa 

Hernandez expressing concern, soli-

darity and prayer support for Co-

lombia and our Global Companion 

Partner, IELCO. Bishop Atahualpa 

sent the following correspondence 

which I share with his permission: 

"The work of righteousness will be 

peace; its effect will be quietness 

and confidence forever.” Isaiah 

32:17 
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To our dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia - IELCO, advocates for the 

joy of human rights and peace in our country and rejects any act of vio-

lence which sows fear and threatens the dignity of people.  

We are united in solidarity and commitment with the families of the vic-

tims of the car bomb on January 17 in "La Escuela de Policía General 

Santander", which left 21 people dead and 68 injured in Bogotá, among 

whom were young cadets. We also reject the violent actions that have 

taken place during recent months towards social leaders and human 

rights defenders, especially in the most forgotten regions of our country.  

We call for truth and justice in the face of the serious upsurge of vio-

lence, in the regression of the negotiated solution to the armed conflict, 

and in the proven facts of corruption that permeate the State. Before the 

militarization of the territory, the restriction of democratic liberties and 

the escalation of the war, we pray that the negotiations between the na-

tional government and the ELN guerrilla will be resumed. We pray for 

peace, insisting that it is a constitutional right for all and should corre-

spond to everyone. We especially pray for the government to ensure that 

this peace can become a reality in our country. 

Your Brother in Christ, Atahualpa Hernandez 

Bishop-President of the IELCO 

As we walk together in solidarity, 

side by side, will you join me in 

prayer for Colombia and IELCO as 

sharing in their joys and sorrows, 

and supporting them in their mis-

sion – just as they support us in 

ours? 

O God, where hearts are fearful and 

constricted, grant courage and 

hope. Where anxiety is infectious 

and widening, grant peace and re-

assurance. Where impossibilities 

close every door and window, grant 

imagination and resistance. Where 

distrust twists our thinking, grant 

healing and illumination. Where 

spirits are daunted and weakened, 

grant soaring wings and strength-

ened dreams. All these things we 

ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our 

Saviour and Lord. Amen (from Time 

of conflict, crisis and disaster, EvLW 

p. 76) 

 

In Christ Jesus – Shalom, 

 

+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer 

 

“The God of hope fill you with all 

joy and peace in believing, so that 

you may abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 

15:13) 
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PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS 

Those who 
have been 
ill, at home 
or in hos-

pital, and have asked for our 
public prayers:  Marvin Seifert, Er-
ven Rendflesh, Dale Grinde, Derek 
Richards, Irene Erickson, Lynn Kitch-
en, Emily Stebner, John Sims, Doro-
thy Ropchan, Shirley Sorobey, Gladys 
Hansen, Gail Hadfield, Eric Lange, 
Barb Clausen, Marc, Jared Carmi-
chael, Stephanie B., Sebastian B., 
Ted B., Sharon B., Jonathan B., 
Dwayne B., Karen Goldstone, Jean 
Freund, Marlene Chapman, Jason 
Houncaren, Scott Brown, Owen Wiig  

MAY BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES 

To request 
confiden-
tial prayer 
for yourself 
or for oth-
ers, contact 
our Prayer 
Chain Lead-

er: Del Bennett at 780-487-
4062. If you are interested 
in being a part of the Prayer 
Chain, or finding out more 
about it, contact Del. 

Prayer is one of the best and easiest ways we can communicate               

with God, for ourselves and for others.  

01 Herb Dofka 

02 Kade Pohl 

05 John Miller 

05 Marilyn Thompson 

05 Andrea Vogel 

06 Walter Frank 

06 Ava Hendricksen 

10 Merle Boulanger 

10 Christopher Donner 

12 Dale Grinde 

12 Doug White 

14 Allison Crawford 

15 Deekon Zytaruk 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

You can stay current on what’s happen-

ing at Hosanna each Sunday by subscribing to the e-bulletin Hosanna 

Happenings that  goes  ou t  each  Thursday, a long  w i th  a  l i s t ing  o f  

the volunteers serving in the worship services on the coming Sunday. If 

you would like to join the distribution list, please contact  Lena at                                

office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca.  

 May 12th is Choir Sunday: Change to one service at 10am 

 OFFICE CLOSED: May 17th & 20th  

 Pr. James on Sabbatical May 1st – June 15th,                                                      

and on vacation June 16th – June 30th. 

Pastor Anna’s Office Hours 

(May and June) 

 

Tuesdays, 10am to 4pm 

Wednesdays, 10am to 12 Noon 

Thursdays, 10am to 12 Noon 
May 12, 2019 

May 20, 2019 

Youth and Pastor Anna at the 

synod gathering at Hastings Lake, 

May 3rd—5th  

mailto:office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
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Get ready to #GetLoud!  

Are you ready for Mental Health Week, May 6-12?   

It’s the 68th year of this Canadian tradition, and we’ve got what you need to get 

loud – and clear. Because we’re not just getting loud, we’re getting loud about 

what mental health really is.   

So, what is mental health really? Simply put, it is a state of well-being, and we all 

have it. We might have a mental illness, and we might not. Either way, we can all 

feel well. We can all feel good about ourselves, whatever life’s ups and downs.   

With the right supports in place, we can be well, stay well and get out in 

front of illness. They call it “mental health promotion” and it happens in schools, 

at work, at home and in communities. It’s never too late, or too early, to 

start promoting mental health.   

This year, we're helping teachers start early! Stay tuned for our Mental Health 

Week School Toolkit. 

This Mental Health Week, we will also be unveiling a new policy paper to help Can-

ada get out in front of mental illness the other 51 weeks of the year.  

Be ready to #GetLoud with us, starting May 6.   
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MAY 2019 CALENDAR 
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MAY 2019 VOLUNTEER CHART 


