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OUR MISSION           

Hosanna Lutheran Church 

equips God’s people of all ages 

for Christian witness and service 

through worship, learning, fellow-

ship and  spiritual care. 

 

OUR VISION           

Empowered by dynamic and 

creative liturgical Lutheran wor-

ship, Hosanna Lutheran Church 

will lead Edmonton in equipping 

Christians for spiritual growth 

and service.  
COUNCIL MEMBERS  

STAFF 

WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE 

March 7 3rd  Sunday in Lent 10am Service of the Word 

March 14 4th Sunday in Lent 10am Service of the Word 

March 21 5th Sunday in Lent 10am Service of the Word 

March 28 Palm Sunday  10am Holy Communion 

 

HOSANNA LUTHERAN CHURCH  9009 -163 St.  T5R 2N8  
780-484-3932  office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

www.hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

Rev. Dr. James Hendricksen, Senior Pastor  

pastorjames@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

In case of emergency, call (H) 780 -430-9835 or (Cell) 780-222-5451 

Rev. Anna Thede, Assistant Pastor  

pastoranna@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

In case of emergency, call (Cell) 780 -405-7840 

Sonja Carmichael  Di rector  o f  Educat ion & Fami l y Min is t r ies   

sonja@hosannalutheran.ab.ca 

Kari Heise Organ is t / Accompan is t     

Lena Nikolic Admin is t rat ive Secretary                                                      

office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca   

Cameron Terry Outdoor  Cus tod ian  

Helen Bowden, Youth, 780-757-4501 

Lorelei Campbell, Care, Fellowship 780 -439-0939 

Gary Corrigal, Vice-Chair – Personnel, Communication 780-619-2212 

Rick Hernder, Treasurer - Personnel, Finance 780-483-1505 

Karen Peitsch, Capital Development, Property 780 -484-2714 

Margaret Sadler, Chair – Personnel, Social Justice 780-435-3025 

Cindy Schriner, Education 780-223-7816 

Liz Tanti, Secretary – Personnel, Stewardship 780-452-2806 

Colleen Vogel, Worship & Music 780-484-1425 
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THE PASTOR’S PAGE 

T his month I thought I would invite a guest columnist to appear (ok I didn’t invite 
him but am reprinting one of his articles). The topic is one that is close to my 

heart and I very much agree with what Coren says, even if I might word some of it a bit 
differently. It is an important topic right now, and one that I know concerns many of 
you as well. In all the COVID 19 protests one often hears about rights and freedoms 
but rarely does one hear anything about responsibility. These concepts go hand in 
hand, you can’t have rights without corresponding responsibilities – otherwise the re-
sult is anarchy and chaos. Hopefully you will find something of value in Coren’s per-
spective.   Pastor James 

I'm an Anglican cleric. 

My lockdown life has run along a fairly fa-
miliar path for almost a year. I help lead 
Sunday morning and afternoon services, 
often preach, lead morning prayer and 
lead two or three group meetings a week. 

I participate in organizing sessions some-
times three times a day, spend hours on 
the phone listening to people in need and 
pain, trying to help, arranging medical, 
welfare or housing support, and call the 
lonely and bereaved. 

Morning services attract 150 people, and 
our church feeds thousands. All of this is 
performed remotely, observing the spirit 
and the rules of the lockdown. 

It's a busy vocation, but these are the glo-
rious rhythms I signed up for when I was 
ordained in 2019. 

I mention this because while the lockdown 
has certainly made life more challenging 
for all of us, clergy included, it certainly 
hasn't made it impossible. 

Buildings may be closed, but the church 
isn't. That's because the most central 
teaching of Jesus is to love God, and love 
one's neighbour as oneself. That means 
love for community, a concern for the well-
being of others, a selfless and sacrificial 
empathy for everybody. 

At a time of plague, when COVID is rip-
ping a path of pain and destruction, that 

necessitates a temporary loss of the 
church services we once took for granted, 
so as to help defeat the virus and make us 
all safer. 

An Extreme Fringe 
This is the view not just of me or of Angli-
canism, but the Roman Catholic, Luther-
an, United and Presbyterian churches, 
most evangelicals, Orthodox churches, 
and so many others. 

In fact, it's only an extreme fringe within 
Christianity that believes otherwise. It's 
those churches, however, that tend to 
make the noise and gather the attention. A 
case in point being, for example, Fairview 
Baptist Church in Calgary and GraceLife 
in Edmonton. 

The former was charged in January under 
the Public Health Act, and received a 
$1,200 fine. It failed to follow instructions 
established by Alberta's chief medical of-
ficer of health, with hardly any congre-
gants wearing masks or standing six feet 
apart. 

At the time, minister Tim Stephens said, 
"Unfortunately, we've come to a situation 
where health orders make it impossible for 
us to obey God." 

The Almighty was unavailable for com-
ment. 

That same church held a service last Sun-
day — with full capacity — in sympathy 
with GraceLife in Edmonton. 

The column is an opinion piece from Michael Coren, an author, broadcaster and columnist. 
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GraceLife was ordered closed in January 
for repeated violations of COVID 
measures, and earlier this month minister 
James Coates was charged with repeated 
contraventions. He handed himself in to 
the police shortly afterward, but the church 
has continued to open. 

The case has, predictably, attracted inter-
national attention. 

GraceLife Church in Edmonton was or-
dered closed in January for repeated vio-
lations of COVID-19 measures, and earlier 
this month minister James Coates was 
charged with repeated contraventions. 
(Nathan Gross/CBC) 

Christianity Today, arguably the most in-
fluential evangelical magazine in the 
world, ran the story with the headline 
"Canadian Pastor Jailed Over COVID-19 
Violations." 

I can't help thinking that this is precisely 
what these churches want. Because while 
the Gospel sings of the values of love, 
peace, care, equality, justice, grace and 
change, there are those who have a con-
trary, jarring interpretation of scripture. 

They see legalism and judgment, look 
more to the Old Testament than to the 
radical preaching of the gentle rabbi Je-
sus, and want everybody to know about it. 
As GraceLife says in its doctrinal state-
ment, "God's holiness and justice demand 
that all sin be punished by death." 

The truth is that various government 
measures to try to keep us safe during this 
time of plague are not in any way an at-
tack on religious freedom, and it's obvious 
that the more fundamentalist and con-
servative the church — in Western Cana-
da but also in Ontario — the more likely it 
is to scream at the perceived injustice of it 
all. And, by the way, to embrace various 
conspiracy theories about the virus, deny 
it's even a problem, see the immoral hand 
of secular government behind the lock-
down, and to regard resistance as some 

form of Christian command. 

There's an element of comfortable martyr-
dom on display in these churches, be-
cause they know that their punishments 
will be light, that fundraising campaigns 
will more than pay their fines, and that 
their rejection of authority appears heroic 
to their base. 

Bombast and Hubris 

The usual conservative legal groups and 
websites have already rushed to their aid, 
and they can tell their supporters that 
they're being persecuted for their faith. 
This is meat and drink to Fox News, and 
the various right-wing networks and online 
platforms across North America. 

Part of this bombast and hubris from con-
servative Christians in Alberta is because 
they assume they've a special relationship 
with, or influence over, Premier Jason 
Kenney. 

They know, and he knows, that they sup-
ported him electorally and politically, and 
that while he's a Catholic, he's on the right 
wing of his church. 

As such, he's sending out mixed messag-
es, and churches that should be forcibly 
closed are being "observed." That ap-
proach could lead to further contamina-
tion, suffering and even death. 

As a Christian, this is all grimly difficult to 
watch, because it's so potentially danger-
ous. Also, frankly, because it makes the 
beliefs I hold so dear to appear crass, ex-
treme, anti-science and hysterical. 

This is, please believe me, not the church. 

The next time I listen on the phone to 
someone from my congregation crying be-
cause they've lost a parent or spouse to 
COVID, I'll pray very hard to forgive those 
who refuse to listen to human reason and 
compassion. It won't be easy, but I'll try my 
best. 

https://bit.ly/3kpWyh0 

https://bit.ly/3kpWyh0
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A Note from Pastor Anna on the Practice of Spiritual Grounding 

H ow are you? I hope you are safe and well. If you are doing excellent that is won-
derful, if you have been finding yourself with lower energy, or a sense that things 

will never “get back to normal” you are not alone in those feelings.   

This image comes to mind:  
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THANK YOU FROM PASTOR ANNA! 

This month I would like to pause and say 
thank you to all of Hosanna’s Council 
members. At the 2020 Annual Meeting we 
said goodbye to three members at the 
conclusion of their terms: Don Newsom, 
Ray Janke, and Peder Vinge, and wel-
comed three members: Lorelei Campbell, 
Cindy Schriner, and Colleen Vogel. Gary 
Corrigal also agreed to begin serving his 
second term. All the members of Ho-
sanna’s council serve their committees 

and our whole community through their act 
of serving on the council. Their leadership 
is important and has value. Each member 
brings special and different gifts to the 
conversation and our congregation is 
made richer because you have agreed to 
serve as leaders for a time. Thank you for 
all you do. Thank you for agreeing to 
serve. I look forward to our continuing 
work together!  Pastor Anna  

This month, as we are encouraged dwell 
in the reflective time of Lent, I invite you to 
take the time to do the following individual 
Grounding Exercise. You might begin like 
this:  

Image a container that is strong and study 
enough to hold any heaviness or burdens 
you are feeling in this moment.  

What size is your container? What shape 
is it? What colour?  

Is it a mason jar? A gift box? A suitcase? 
A Vault? What is your container?  

Image placing any distressing thoughts, 
feelings, burdens into the container. Take 
your time. (Pause) 

When you are ready, imagine closing the 
container. Seal or lock it if you like.  

Now, imagine placing your container into 

God’s hands and leaving it there for now.  

This is not the end; this is an invitation to 
share your heaviness or burdens with 
God. To trust that God is strong enough 
and loving enough to carry your burdens 
for a time.  

Remember, none of us are alone. In our 
heaviness or our joys. The whole Hosan-
na community has burdens, and we can 
help one another – and others, when the 
load gets too tough. If you are in need of 
help please reach out. If you don’t have 
the energy today to do it, that’s ok too. 
Remember, you are loved and you are not 
alone. 

Take care and may these days of reflec-
tion and dwelling bring you closer to God 
and one another.  

Pastor Anna  

The Sanctuary Course:  

Faith, Grief and Covid-19 has begun 
meeting. This group will meet over the 

course of 4 Thursday evenings via zoom. 
Information packets and zoom information 

has been sent to those who indicated a 
desire to participate in this conversation. 
We look forward to spending some time 

reflecting, considering, and exploring 
these important and timely issues.  
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC 

Welcome to Lent. We are in the midst 
of the Justice – Journey to the Cross 
season and have been journeying togeth-
er through the stories of Jesus, the city, 
and our worship. March Lenten worship is 
dep and rich and true, featuring a lovely 
liturgical space created by Kari Heise and 
other members of the staff. We hope the 
many shades of purple will remind of the 
many calls to justice as we walk towards 
the cross. Our liturgy for worship is based 
on the idea of being on a journey, and en-
countering moments of injustice and op-
portunities for us to examine and reflect 
on how the Kingdom of God is inbreaking 
into our world to help change things. Our 
question is: How will we join in God’s work 
in this world?  

Perhaps you will notice the images used 
in worship and on the cover of the bulle-
tins, available from the Hosanna website 
each week. These images are of the Urn 
where the A-word was placed on transfig-
uration Sunday. This urn is traveling in our 
city and community to show our living con-
nections to the stories of Jesus. Check out 
some of our locations: at the Misericordia 
Hospital beside an EMS ambulance, un-
der an apple tree, at the casino, at the 
gates of a gated community, 
with Jim Bennet, and at the en-
try to the city – can you guess 
which Gospel story goes with 
each image? Come to worship 
to hear more… 

As we look ahead to the last 
week of March we will find our-
selves entering Holy Week. This 
year Holy Week begins on 
March 28, when will we cele-
brate Palm/Passion Sunday with 
a service of Holy Communion 

featuring Hosanna’s Sunday school. 
Please plan to join us on Good Friday, 
April 10 at 10am, for a collaborative 
worship service called: The Journey to the 
Cross. This special service will focus on 
social justice as seen through the stations 
of the cross, and will include prayers 
around the cross. Several Edmonton 
based congregations will all be working 
together to create this unique worship ser-
vice. Easter Sunday worship, will happen 
at 10am on Sunday April 4, will be availa-
ble on the Hosanna YouTube channel. 

There is much to look forward to and re-
flect on in worship in the coming month 
and your Hosanna Worship and Music 
committee invites you to take time, pause, 
and dwell in these special services and 
days. Blessings on your worship! 

The next Worship and Music Committee 
meeting will be announced via email to 
the committee. If you are interested in 
joining this committee please reach out to 
Pastor Anna.  
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HOSANNA YOUTH UPDATE!  

The Youth Committee me in February 
to continue planning possible winter/
spring events, fundraising, and possi-
bilities. Events continue to be 
planned to best accommodate up-to-
date AHS health guidelines for gath-
erings. Thank you to all members of 
the committee, and those who serve 
as Youth leaders: Kirstin Veulegers 
(Committee Chair), Krystle Plant 
(Youth leader, Committee member), 
Helena Hendricksen (Committee 
member), Chris Terry (Youth leader, 
Committee member), Helen Bowden 
(Council Rep, Committee Member) for 
their ongoing work and passion for 
youth doing ministry at Hosanna.  

In February Hosanna Youth was very 
glad when the weather warmed up for 
it allowed us to go outside and enjoy 
a walk in Laurier/Beau Vista park with 
family, friends and pets. We were 
glad for all 12 youth who attended, 
and for the youth leaders, parents 
and pets who joined us for our walk. 
We missed seeing our friends from 
Lakeland but are glad they will contin-

ue to join us when we have online 
events.  

While youth events continue to be 
COVID-19 dependent, there have 
been two dates selected: March 27 
and April 10. Youth fami l ies  p lease 
keep your eyes on your email for in-
formation about events these days. If 
you would like to be receiving youth 
event emails for your youth(s) please 
contact Kirstin Veugelers.  

Confirmation Classes are meeting on 
Tuesday evenings from 5-6pm. We 
meet via Zoom with both Hosanna 
and LLC confirmands. We continue 
with our study of the Bible, focusing 
on key New Testament biblical figures 
and their stories, as we talk about 
how this may inform our faith. We 
spent time sharing our highs and 
lows, and in prayer as part of our 
times together. Thank you to all those 
who are attending – you make Confir-
mation classes one of the highlights 
of my week!  Pastor Anna  
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NOTES FROM YOUR COUNCIL 

FINANCE 

W e weren’t certain how an online annual 
meeting would work, but thanks to Pas-

tor James’s planning, all went well. Thank you 
to all who participated in our first Zoomed an-
nual meeting on Sunday (21 Feb.).  
 

Your new council met on Wednesday evening 
(24 Feb). By election, the same executive has 
been returned for another year of 
service: Chair Margaret Sadler, 
Vice Chair Gary Corrigal, Secretary 
Liz Tanti, and as affirmed at Sun-
day’s annual meeting—Treasurer 
Rick Hernder . 
 

The new council chose the follow-
ing ministry liaison positions: Care 
(Lorelei), Capital Development and 
Property (Karen), Communication 
(Gary), Education (Cindy), Fellowship 
(Lorelei), Finance (Rick), I Have an Idea (as 
needed), Social Justice (Margaret), Steward-
ship (Liz), Worship & Music (Colleen), and 
Youth (Helen). Personnel = Executive. 
 

As a new council, we took the time to do 
some visioning, exploring some of the ques-

tions that Pastor James has asked all of us 
recently: “Who is our neighbour?’ and “How 
do we relate to livestream viewers when we 
don’t know who they are?” How do we en-
courage them to live out their faith wherever 
they are? If you have any ideas about how to 
engage our viewers, please share them with a 
council member.  

 

After the success of the Advent 
packages, we are looking at a simi-
lar resource for Holy Week. If you 
want to volunteer for this popular 
activity, get your name in to any-
one on council. We also discussed 
reviving the solar panel project and 
hope to have more news to share 
about that in the coming months.  

 

Margaret Sadler, 
on behalf of your 2021 Council: Helen Bowd-
en, Lorelei Campbell, Gary Corrigal, Rick 
Hernder, Karen Peitsch, Cindy Schriner, Liz 
Tanti, Colleen Vogel, and Pastor James Hen-
dricksen  
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 

D uring Lent the theme for our lessons in worship 
and most of our education programs is Journey to 

the Cross. “Lent begins on Ash Wednesday with a 
clear destination in mind. Jesus sets his face toward 
Jerusalem and, in doing so, sets his course toward his 
own suffering and death. He pauses only to remind his 

followers to set their faces in the right direction – to repent, serve others, and follow 
him, even to death. As we journey toward Holy Week, we are reminded again and 
again to turn around and face Jerusalem.”* 

(*from Living the Word, Teaching God’s Story, Spirit and Truth Publishing curriculum) 

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

Sunday School 
continues to 
meet most Sun-
days by Zoom. 

Families take turns leading the lesson 
each week and have been very crea-
tive in presenting the material – not 
only online, but also to a wide age 
range! We’ve all been learning to-
gether! Plans are in the works for a 
special Palm Sunday p resentat ion 
at worship. 

 

 

Besides our growing selection of books in 
the library in the Social Room, there are a 
number of devotional resources available 
for you to use during the season of Lent 
and other times of the year. There is one 
whole shelf of assorted devotional books 
and some Lenten specific materials in a 
basket as well as Christ in our Home, and 
Eternity for Today that are available on 
the Black Counter. The weekly resource, 
God’s Story: Our Story is available on Ho-
sanna’s website.  

Thursday Morning Bible Study contin-
ues to meet each Thursday morning at 
10:00am by Zoom.  If you want to gain 
some insight into the lesson for the upcom-
ing Sunday and have some fun and fellow-
ship at the same time, we’d love to have 

you join in and try it out! Contact Sonja for the Zoom link and study materials. 

 

Women’s Bible Study completed a six week study of the Psalms last month. 
Thank you to Kathy, Cindy, Gladys and Marilyn for taking a turn in leading the group 
for this study. In March we will begin another six week study entitled Wholeness in 
God. Here’s what the book jacket tells us about what we can expect: “What does God 
expect of women who profess his name and seek to follow him? These six lessons 
from the accounts of King Saul, sisters Rachel and Leah, Jacob, and the ministry of 
Jesus will challenge women to discover wholeness in God, find peace in the midst of 
life’s storms, and surrender themselves fully to the will of God.” The first session will be 
on Friday, March 12 at 7:30 by Zoom. Although new people are welcome anytime, the 
start of a new study is an ideal time to join in. If you are interested, please contact Son-
ja so you can be provided with the Zoom link and study materials. 
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ADULT FORUM 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! Adult Forum, 11 a.m., Sunday, March 14 will explore  

Basic Income: What Is It and Why Support It? 

 

Join the Zoom crowd for a discussion led by The Venerable Alan Perry, General Sec-
retary, The Anglican Church of Canada. Should everyone in Canada receive a 

basic income (“universal” and taxed), or only those below a certain income level 
(“guaranteed” to those of particular need), and should it take the place of some exist-

ing benefits or augment them and maybe even more?  

 

The September, 2020 edition of Canada Lutheran contained an article on Guaranteed 
Basic Income, including the news that several ELCIC and ACC bishops across the 

country had sent a letter calling for the Canadian government to implement a GBI for 
Canadians. They argued it would achieve “economic and social value…from savings 

in our health care and correctional systems, to a strengthened opportunity for individu-
als to access child care, transportation, food, refugee and immigration aid, housing, 

and particularly the self-determination and health for Indigenous people.” 

 

Archdeacon Perry has generously agreed to introduce us to the key ideas and 
his suggested preferences, and to respond to questions and comments.  

 

Here are the directions to join on Sunday morning, March 14 at 11 a.m.: 

 

Topic: Adult Forum  

Time: Mar 14, 2021 12:00 PM Edmonton 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/98554369343?pwd=QnFjY0FXUEdtMGZJSlJ4YldEdXNSUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 985 5436 9343 

Passcode: 805605 

 

One tap mobile 

+15873281099,,98554369343#,,,,*805605# Canada 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 587 328 1099 Canada 

https://zoom.us/j/98554369343?pwd=QnFjY0FXUEdtMGZJSlJ4YldEdXNSUT09


12 

STEWARDSHIP 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE 
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THE WIDER CHURCH 

March 2021 Message for  

Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders  
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PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS 

Those who have been ill, at home or in 
hospital, and have asked for our public 
prayers:  Emily Stebner (Pastor Anna), 
Marlene Almen (self-requested), Ruby 

Bennett (Jim 
Bennett), 
Barry Lyall 
(Pastor An-
na), Edith 

Preiksaitis (Pat Becker), Hilda Lindae 
(self-requested), Margot Koeppen (Anna 
Thede), Monica Gibson (Maureen Lyall), 
Paul Johnson (Barb Ulmer), Gordon 
Landro (Sonja Carmichael), Al and Tess 
Wende (self-requested), Michael New-
som (Don Newsom), Clara Jonsson 
(Anna Thede), Mercedes R, (Marlene 
Chapman), Brandon R., (Marlene Chap-
man),  Pauline Gibson (self-requested), 
Darlene Anderson (Gladys Hansen), 
James Sloan (Marlene Chapman), Chel-
sea Sloan (Marlene Chapman), Owen 
Wiig (Pr. Anna), Scott Brown (Pr. Anna), 
Stephanie B., Sebastian B., Ted B., 
Sharon B., Jonathan B., Dwayne B., 
Marc B. (by Marc B.), Barb Clausen 
(Rodina Couling), Eric Lange (Pr. An-
na), John Sims (self-requested), Lynn 
Kitchen (Carole Hernder), Dale Grinde 
(Marlene Grinde), Marvin Seifert 
(Shirley Seifert), and from Lakeland Lu-
theran ongoing prayers for: Joel, Jane  

To request confidential prayer 
for yourself or for others, con-
tact our Prayer Chain Leader: 
Del Bennett at 780-487-4062. 

If you are in-
terested in be-
ing a part of 
the Prayer 
Chain, or find-
ing out more 
about it, con-
tact Del. 

MARCH BAPTISM  

ANNIVERSARIES 

02 Tom Kieren 

04 Addison Pohl 

04 Carter Pohl 

08 Louise Rau 

10 Jeffrey Benedictson 

10 Anja Broatch 

11 Robert Miller 

11 Kaiden Nicholson 

12 Greg Allan 

14 Kassidy Nicholson 

17 Keir Campbell 

17 Monika Edwards 

18 Kathy Hougham 

19 Ben Olsen 

20 Allyssia Jackson 

23 Amalia Massa 

23 Juli Zinken 

26 Val Knop 

27 Walter Massa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stanford (Stan) Dale Johnson 

October 3, 1930 – February 4, 2021 
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You can stay current on what ’s happening 

at Hosanna each Sunday by subscribing to 

the e-bulletin Hosanna Happenings that 

goes out each Thursday, along with a list-

ing of the volunteers serving in the wor-

ship services on the coming Sunday. If you 

would like to join the distribution list, 

please contact Lena at                                          

office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca.  

 Mid-week Lenten Services at 7pm on 

March 3, 10, 17, and 24  

 

 Holy Week begins on Palm/Passion               

Sunday, March 28th, 10am Service  

 

 St. Patrick’s Day March 17th: wear green! 

14, 2021 

mailto:office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
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Dear Hosanna Friends, 
 

Ruth and her family would 

like to thank everybody for 

all their prayers, phone calls, 

and cards. 
 

We are so blessed to have so 

many friends. May God bless 

you all. 
 

Ruth Berg 
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MARCH 2021 CALENDAR 


