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OUR MISSION           

Hosanna Lutheran 

Church equips 

God ’s people  o f  

a l l  ages for  

Chr is t ian witness 

and serv ice  

through worship,  

learn ing,  fe l low-

ship and sp ir i tua l  

care.  

 

OUR VISION           

Empowered by 

dynamic and cre-

at ive  l i turg ica l  

Lutheran worship,  

Hosanna Lutheran 

Church wi l l  lead 

Edmonton in 

equipping Chr is-

t ians for  sp ir i tua l  

growth and ser-

COUNCIL MEMBERS  

STAFF 

WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE 

March 3 Transfiguration Sunday 9am Holy Communion 

11am Holy Communion 

March 6 Ash Wednesday 7pm Service 

March 10 Lent 1 9am Holy Communion 

11am Service of the Word 

March 17 Lent 2 9am Service of the Word 
11am Holy Communion 

March 24 Lent 3 9am Holy Communion 

11am Service of the Word 

March 31 Lent 4 9am Holy Communion 

11am Holy Communion 

Wednesday, 7pm Lenten Services: March 13th—April 10th  
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A  NOTE  FROM  PASTOR  JAMES 

This year our Lenten season begins with 
Ash Wednesday on March the 6th. Lent 
is an interesting season. It is 40 days, 
excluding Sundays, of fasting, prayer, 
meditation and self-denial. Some people 
look on this season as something to be 
endured, a marathon of self-inflected 
torture that saps the fun out of all life, 
until we get to Easter when we can re-
turn to normal. 
 

But returning to normal isn’t the point 
of Lent — the point of Lent is change. 
 

Give generously, but don’t tell anyone. 
Pray, but do so quietly. Fast, but don’t 
make a show of it. Lent is the time 
when we examine ourselves and our 
habits in the hopes of finding a better 
way of doing things. 
 

Giving up candy for Lent 
doesn’t really accomplish 
anything. Why are we giv-
ing up candy? If it’s because 
we think we should suffer, 
we are off on the wrong 
foot. But if we see Lent as a 
season of change, and we 
give up candy to change our 
eating habits, then we’re 
onto something. That giving 
up should be balanced by a taking on. 
Giving up something leaves a habitual 
hole that needs to be filled. 
 

Give up candy. Eat baby carrots in-
stead. 
 

Some people, instead of giving some-
thing up, decide to take something on. 
This is a good idea as well. 
 

The problem, though, is where are we 
going to find the extra time in our busy 
lives to cram one more thing that "we 
should do" into our schedule? That tak-
ing on should be balanced by a giving 
up. 
 

We are asked to read and meditate on 
God’s holy Word. Take on reading the 
Bible. Give up watching TV or looking at 
Facebook (or Instagram or whatever). 
 

Lent isn’t about suffering and sacrifice. 

Lent is about balance. We are called to 
a period of fasting and self-denial be-
cause we have too much already. Those 
actions call to mind people who are per-
petually hungry and constantly poor. 
Maybe donate the money you would 
have spent at a restaurant to the food 
bank. 
 

Balance what you have with what others 
do not. 
 

Over the course of a year, we have a 
tendency to get out of balance. Meeting 
with friends over coffee is a good thing. 
But when we get to the point where we 
can’t function without a double mocha 
latte grande skinny with a touch of car-
amel java juice at $7 a cup, we’ve got-
ten out of balance. Find something else 
to do with the money. And if that feels 

like self-denial, so be it. 
 

I said Lent is an interesting 
season, and I think that’s 
because of the push/pull 
feel to it. Fast, but don’t let 
it show. Pray, but do so qui-
etly in your own home. Give 
money, but don’t let your 
right hand know what your 
left hand is doing. Those 

actions are what make Lent introspec-
tive. 
 

Why do you do what you do? Why do 
you fast? Why do you give money? Why 
do you pray? Only you can answer 
these things. 
 

Self-denial and sacrifice are important 
aspects to Lent; but they mean nothing 
if they don’t lead to a deeper relation-
ship with God or deeper understanding 
of your faith. 
 

Lent is about change and balance. How 
will you regain your balance this sea-
son? 
 

May your Lenten journey be uplifting 
and balancing this year. 
 
 

In Christ,  
Pastor James 
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The Little Hero – where the most un-

likely hero surprised everyone as told by 

Master Story-teller Hayley Edwards 

Once upon a time, a Very long time ago, 

there was an enormous champion 

named Goliath. He was from Gath, and 

he was over nine feet tall and had 

bronze armor. I mean, honestly, where 

in the world could he have gotten armor 

that big? Oh wait … this is a bible story. 

Anything is possible. Oh well.  

Anyways, Goliath came out of a Philis-

tine camp and announced: “Choose a 

man to fight me. If he *scoff* somehow 

wins, we will become your slaves. But,” 

he said wickedly with a terrible grin, 

“when-er if I win, you will have to serve 

us.” Then the Israelites became terri-

fied. No kidding, who wouldn’t? Am I 

right? The Israelites didn’t know what to 

do. “Should we …” asked one man tim-

idly, “accept? Should we put forth our 

best warrior?” “Nah,” another man 

scoffed, “we should all run away 

screaming.”  

“Wait! I’ve got it!” someone cried. “We 

should dress up a sheep! Put armor on a 

lamb and send it to fight Goliath!” Eve-

ryone thought this was 

a splendid idea. They 

were (obviously) not 

the brightest bulbs on 

the chandelier and all 

the (smarter) women and children 

thought the idea extremely idiotic.  

Nevertheless, they went through with 

their “master plan.” They took a little 

sheep named David, the son of the old 

sheep named Jesse, and put a helmet 

on his fluffy head. They, they took some 

pieces of armor and strapped it to his 

furry belly and laid it across the fuzz on 

his back. David, the little sheep was 

very confused. What was going on? Da-

vid just wanted to get out of this heavy, 

shiny stuff and go munch some yummy 

grass.  

They took David onto the battlefield, 

and when Goliath saw him, Goliath 

laughed. “Perfect,” he rumbled, “I’ll eat 

this lamb after I kill it.” David wanted to 

go to sleep. He was already bored. He 

opened his little mouth and cried 

“Baaaah.” David’s call echoed all around 

the battlefield. The sound got trapped in 

Goliath’s helmet, rattling his skull and 

roaring in his eardrums. Goliath fell to 

the dirt.  

The Israelites were shocked. Then they 

were insanely happy. They whooped and 

celebrated, and they didn’t notice when 

little David took off his armor and wan-

dered away. David was done with ex-

citement for the day. He was going to 

find a good place to have a nap.  

The End.  

At Hosanna we are blessed with creative and thoughtful youth in confir-

mation. Over the next two months I invite you to read some of their re-

tellings of some familiar Bible stories. These stories are told in a way 

that the youth would tell the story to someone who had never heard it. It 

is a living witness of their faith and understanding of the power and im-

portance of the Bible story; these are their words to share. This calling 

to share the stories of faith is one we all share, so let ’s learn from our 

confirmands, and think about how we would tell important stories of faith 

to others. – Pastor Anna 

A Note from Pastor Anna on Stories of the Faith  

from our Confirmation Class 
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The Man with the Godly Golden Hair 

– by Matthew Leeson 

The story begins with a man named 

Manoah and his wife, who had no chil-

dren. Soon after an angel came to 

Manoah’s wife and said: “since you had 

no children God will give you a son.” He 

also said: “he isn’t to drink wine or eat 

anything unclean.” 

Later, the baby was born, and they 

named him Samson and as he grew up 

he was blessed by the Lord.  

Later when Samson was older, he 

went to Timrah. He then saw 

someone he liked so he told his 

mom and dad: “get her for me as 

a wife.” So Samson went down to 

the vineyards of Timrah, but on 

his way a lion came out of no-

where and attacked him! With 

God’s power he ripped the lion in 

half and left. On his way back, af-

ter meeting the lady, he found some 

honey in the lions body and Samson ate 

from there.  

After a while, Samson tried to visit his 

wife but her Father did not permit him 

so Samson left and got 300 foxes, got 

torches, and put a torch between two 

fox tails and he let them run off. The 

foxes that Samson sent burned all the 

grain and vineyards. So the Philistines 

killed Samson’s wife, and her father, so 

Samson killed them all.  

The Philistines got 300 men and went to 

Samson. The Philistine wanted Samson 

to surrender but Samson did not surren-

der! He grabbed a donkey’s jawbone 

and slaughtered them all, saying: “with 

the jawbone of a donkey, heaps upon 

heaps with the jawbone of a donkey I 

have slain a thousand!” 

Samson eventually found a new lady, 

called Delilah and fell in love. Later the 

Philistines went to Delilah and said: 

“make him tell the source of his 

strength and we will give you 100 pieces 

of silver,” and she accepted.  

Her first attempt to get the answer 

failed, and second and third, until 

finally he told Delilah “if you cut 

my hair my strength will leave 

me.” So Delilah did just that, she 

bound up Samson and cut his hair 

and when Samson woke up he 

could not break out for his strength 

was gone. So the Philistines 

gouged out his eye and put him in 

shackles and became a grinder in the 

prison.  

One day, Samson was taken to the front 

of a party and was shackled to two pil-

lars. But Samson started to pray to God 

to give him strength to kill the Philis-

tines and he got what he asked for. 

Samson pressed against the pillars so 

much that they fell and the temple be-

gan to crumble and Samson and the 

Philistines all died.  

 

Hope you enjoyed th is  taste  o f  what our  youth have to  of fer .   

More wi l l  fo l low in Worship on Feb 24,   

and in the March newsletter .   

 

Pastor  Anna  
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PRAYER PARTNERS  
Mark your calendars for March 10 between ser-
vices for a Lenten themed Prayer Partner event. 
The Sunday School kids and their adult partners 
always look forward to a chance to get together 
for activities and conversation. 

ADULT FORUM 
Adult Forums take place in the Social Room gen-
erally on the first and third Sundays of the month 
between services, from 10:10 – 11:00am. The 
remaining Sundays are free for fellowship time. 

Next Adult Forum on March 3rd: The current 
dimensions of activity of Jasper Place Wellness 
Centre – presented by Murray Soroka, CEO of Jas-
per Place Wellness Centre. The forum will give us 
a chance to hear and talk about what is happening 
with the work[s] of Jasper Place Wellness Center 
with Murray. It’s much more than “socks and un-
dies”.  
 
March 17 – TBA – stay tuned for announce-
ments 
 

BIBLE STUDIES and DEVOTIONS 
I often hear from Bible study participants that 
they used to be afraid to take part in a Bible 
study group because they felt they didn’t know 
enough about the Bible – but once they tried it 
out, they realized the small group was a safe place 
to ask questions, get to know God’s Word better 
while making new friends.  Don’t be afraid to try 
out one of our Bible study groups. 

Thursday Morning Bible Study meets each 
Thursday morning at 10:00 am.   If you want to 
gain some insight into the lesson for the upcoming 
Sunday and have some fun and fellowship at the 

same time, come try it out! If you would like to 
have a look at the study we are using or have 
missed a week, copies are available in the display 
unit above the black counter in the narthex . 

Women’s Bible Study will return to our study 
of “Ten Key Teachings from Paul’s Letters” on 
March 8th at 7:30 at Rodina Couling’s home 
((8727 – 163 Street, phone780-484-6961). 

Devotional material - Besides our growing se-
lection of books in the library in the Social Room, 
there are a number of devotional resources availa-
ble for you to use during the season of Lent and 
other times of the year.  There is one whole shelf 
of assorted devotional books and some Lenten 
specific materials in a basket as well as Christ in 
our Home and Eternity for Today that are availa-
ble on the black counter. There are also a few de-
votionals for families in the Sunday School library.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
We are beginning to plan for 
VBS which runs this summer 
from Sunday, July 7 – Thurs-
day, July 11. We are looking 
forward to collaborating with 
Jesus Reigns Forever church 
again this year. As usual, 
plenty of volunteers are need-

ed to make the fun happen!  We are currently 
looking for people to help with planning the week 
– especially in the areas of drama, music, decorat-
ing, publicity, and activities.  Talk to Sonja if one of 
these areas is up your alley and to see how you 
can help. Plan your holidays so that you can at-
tend this exciting week!    

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 

During the first part 
of Lent (Mar 6 to Apr 
7) the theme for our 
lessons is The Ways 
of the Kingdom. 

“Jesus teaches that in God’s kingdom, things are 
different than we might expect. Sometimes it 
even seems as though it is opposite or upside 
down when we hear that the last will be first and 
the first will be last, and the greatest in the king-
dom are ones who serve others. In God’s king-
dom, mercy trumps fairness, and grace abounds. 
As disciples, we are called to be extravagantly 
generous and relentlessly forgiving, learning that 
these are the ways of God and God’s kingdom. 

Entrusted with many gifts and lavish grace, we 
learn to live out these kingdom ways, sharing 
God’s love and promises with others and using all 
that we have been given to bring glory to God.”* 

(*from Living the Word, Teaching God’s Story, Spirit and 
Truth Publishing curriculum) 

HOSANNA FAMILY EVENTS 
Shrove Tuesday - Families are invited and en-
couraged to take part in one of our faith traditions 
– Shrove Tuesday, on March 5th from 5:30 – 
6:30. Take a break from cooking and join your 
Hosanna family to celebrate this festive day!  
Thanks to the youth and youth committee for or-
ganizing this event. 
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 FAQ about 
Shrove 
Tuesday 

 

 

What in the world does shrove 
mean? 

Shrove is just the past tense of shrive. 
Next question. 

So…what in the world does shrive 
mean? 

Shrive means to obtain absolution for 
one’s sins by confessing. Traditionally 
this was done before the beginning of 
Lent so one could get one’s season of 
penitence off to a nice, clean start. As 
I’m sure we’ve all read in the Anglo-
Saxon Ecclesiastical Institutes (which of 
course we all have by our bedsides), “In 
the week immediately before Lent eve-
ryone shall go to his confessor and con-
fess his deeds and the confessor shall so 
shrive him.” It may not sound like it, but 
being shriven is actually a good thing. 
We still use a form of the word shrive 
when we say that we’ve given someone 
short shrift – when we haven’t given 
them the time or attention or opportuni-
ty to talk (and confess?) they deserve. 
So let’s get shriving! 

So why pancakes? 

Pancakes were just an easy way for peo-
ple to use up the eggs and fat that were 
in their larder before the season of Lent 
started. Once you hit Ash Wednesday, 
meals were supposed to be simple, and 
no one was supposed to be eating good-

ies. Eggs weren’t allowed again until – 
you guessed it – Easter! So our munch-
ing on butter cream eggs and Peeps is 
actually part of a centuries-old tradition 
of post-Easter celebratory pigging out. 

But wait a minute…isn’t this Mardi Gras? 

 Well sure! Shrove Tuesday is 
known by a bunch of different names, 
including: 

Pancake Day (duh) 

Mardi Gras, meaning literally The 
Tuesday (Mardi) of Fat (Gras) or Fat 
Tuesday 

Carnival, meaning The Meat 
(carne) is Removed (levare) – not, in 
fact, The Night Everyone Parties Like 
a Rock Star 

Fastnacht Tuesday, meaning The 
Fast (fast) Night (nacht) – the night 
when the fasting begins. This one 
comes from the Pennsylvania Dutch 
who are, of course, not Dutch but 
German (Deutsch). They eat dough-
nuts, by the way, instead of pan-
cakes. 

Malasada Day, named after a 
kind of Portuguese doughnut that 
was popular in Hawaii. 

Not everyone gets sweets. In Poland, 
Shrove Tuesday is also known as 
sledzik, because the treat for the 
day is pickled herring. Do you think 
they use syrup with that? 

c 2014 Christ Church Alexandria, Virginia.                        
Permission granted for non-commercial use. 

It  was Shrove Tuesday and Mrs.  Wi l l iams was making pancakes 

for  her  sons,  Just in ,  5,  and Freddy,  7.   As  usual ,  the brothers 

began to argue over  who should get  the f i rst  pancake.            

Their  mother  saw a wonderfu l  opportunity  for  a  moral  lesson.  

“If  Jesus  were s i t t ing at  the table,  he would say,  ‘Let  my broth-

er  have the f i rst  pancake. ’ ”   Quick as  a f lash,  Freddy turned to  

Just in  and said,  “Just in ,  today you can be Jesus! ”  
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HOSANNA YOUTH UPDATE!  

Hosanna Youth Committee:  

The committee will next meet on Monday April 

29, at 7pm, to reflect on winter youth events 

and fundraising efforts, we will complete plans 

for the spring youth events to come and for our 

lunch and shop fundraiser in June. Anyone in-

terested in contributing their time, talents or 

energy to Hosanna’s youth program should 

speak with a member of the committee about 

joining us for a meeting – we are typically a 

very fun bunch.   

Confirmation: 

Classes continue meeting on Wednesday eve-

nings from 6-7:15pm, in the youth room. Con-

firmation with Pastor Anna continues our study 

of the Bible, and the important figures who in-

form our faith. Our youths are doing a wonder-

ful job learning all about the story of God with 

God’s people, and developing their own rela-

tionships as children of God at Hosanna.  

Hosanna Youth Group:  

Thank you to Krystle and Gary for their leader-

ship at the youth beach party event. It looks 

like fun was had by all in attendance!  

Hosanna Youth Up-

coming Events:  

Tuesday March 5, 4:30

-7pm, the youth invite 

the congregation to 

join us for a Shrove 

Tuesday Pancake 

Supper. Youth are 

invited to come set up 

at 4:30pm, serve and 

eat beginning at 5:30, and clean up beginning 

at 6:30pm. Please let Pastor Anna know if you 

can come and help by Sunday March 3, many 

youths are needed for this evening.  

Saturday March 23, 7-9pm, will find us going 

on a Trampoline adventure at Launchpad 

trampolines (6142 50 St NW). The cost for 

each youth is $10, and you are welcome to 

bring a friend. Waivers for every participant 

must be signed prior to jumping – please see 

Kirstin’s email, or Pastor Anna if you need a 

waiver. RSVP’s are due by March 20, as we 

need to confirm who will be attending.  

Saturday April 6, 2-4pm, join together with 

Hosanna’s Senior’s for an afternoon of games 

and fun! Come for snacks, games, and fellow-

ship. Please bring your favorite games, and 

Pastor Anna will bring her games bag. RSVP to 

Pastor Anna by April 2.  

May 3-5, will find Hosanna’s youth attending 

the Alberta Synod Youth gathering at the Has-

tings Lake Bible Camp. Information is still being 

collected and will be distributed to interested 

families as soon as it is available. All youth are 

to let their leaders know if they are interested 

in attending. Financial assistance is available for 

any youth hoping to attend.  

Youth Forum continues each Sunday, be-

ginning at 10:10am. Thank you to our dedicat-

ed leaders: Krystle, Sam, Del, Lorelei, Erik and 

Gary, for leading our discussions based on the 

reading for the Sunday and how it relates to 

our lives. Please join us to have some fun, and 

maybe get a treat!  

Youth Fundraising presents events to look for-

ward to!  

Beginning March 17, 

the Purdy’s Chocolates 

Easter sales will be under-

way. If you enjoyed your 

Christmas chocolates, you 

will like the bright colours 

and rich flavors available 

for your Easter basket. 

Catalogues and forms will 

be available in the Nar-

thex between services 

during all 3 weeks of this 

fundraiser. Fundscrip and Salisbury gift cards 

will also be for sale, and forms can be returned 

to Helena Hendricksen. All sales will conclude 

March 31 to allow for time for ordering and de-

livery before Easter.  
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Coming up for  Hosanna ’s Sen-
iors  wi l l  f ind us gather ing to-
gether on Tuesday March 19, at  
2pm, i n  t h e  So c i a l  r o o m  f o r  a  
B ib le  s tudy based on the sacra-
ments.  This  wi l l  be an introduc-
tory study, with more to  fo l low 
at  future events.  

Seniors are a lso inv ited to  jo in 
Hosanna ’s youth, on Saturday 
Apr i l  6 ,  2 -4pm, f o r  a n  a f t e r -
noon of  Games with Friends.  
Come out for  some fun games, 
food, and fe l lowship with the 
wonderfu l  youth members at  
Hosanna. They are exc ited and 
look forward to  spending some 
t ime with you. Good conversa-
t ions and lots  o f  laugher were 
enjoyed at  our last  gather ing.   

HOSANNA SENIORS! 
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COMMUNITY MEALS 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

At the January 26 Community Meal, 

roast beef, roasted potatoes, gravy, 

veggies and salad was enjoyed by 

guests and volunteers alike, with many 

thank yous received.  Along with fresh 

fruit for dessert, there were yummy gi-

ant cookies - Special thanks to Tyra 

Heise for making these!  We distributed 

quite a few boxes of Christmas choco-

lates for door prizes; thank you to Beth 

& Pastor James for donating their sur-

plus.  

We had 2 young people and some lead-

ers from the Beavers group that helped 

with Friday night set up. What an ener-

getic group!  The tables and chairs, ta-

blecloths and other items were set up in 

record time. Some others youngsters 

from the Beaver group are scheduled to 

help again at the March set up.  

THANK YOU to all the 

volunteers at the Janu-

ary meal: Ralph & Hertha 

Trippel, Wally Marquardt, 

Eugene Ulmer, Emma 

Black, Carol Chrapko, 

Gladys Hansen, Dana L. 

Pat Bowman, Annie & Angel, Morley & 

Pat Becker, Lucy Truong (from St. John 

Evangelist RC Church), Sonja & Orest 

Myroon,  Evelyn Schultz, Myrna Pinch-

beck, Verne Miller, Lorelei Campell, 

Pauline Gibson, Don Newsom, Carole 

Hernder, Brianna Black, Ursula Buller, 

Don & Trudy Sjoberg, Dianne & Tom 

Kieren, Renie Turnquist, Beth Hendrick-

sen, Ray Janke,  the 2  Beavers and 

leaders, plus Committee Members Kari 

Heise, Karen Moore, Ruth Guse, Rodina 

Couling, Rick Hernder, Sherry Suvanto 

and Johanna Borle - - and also anyone 

whose names may have been missed.  

The next Community Meal is the St. Patrick's 

themed March 16 Irish stew feast!   

The Sign-up sheet is on the Black Counter.  

Please add your name to help.             

If you have questions, talk to 

any of the committee members 

(listed above).  

Submitted by Johanna Borle  
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FRIDAY NIGHT FLICKS 

The showing for  March wi l l  be 
Hidden F igures  on Fr iday,  
March 8 th at  7:00 p.m.  at Ho-
sanna.  Th is  is  a PG rated f i lm, 
re leased in 2016, which is  based 
on the rea l  l i fe  s tory of  a team 
of  female Afr ican -American 
mathemat ic ians who served a 
v ita l  ro le  in  the pre -computer 
days of  the U.S.  space program 
dur ing the ear ly 1960s.  In the 
pressure of  the race to  be f i rs t  
on the moon, NASA was looking 
for  the nat ion ’s best  mathemat i-
c ians,  and they began to h ire  
qual i f ied candidates regard less 
o f  “co lour” ,  which was unusual 
for  the per iod.   Not  surpr is ing ly,  
the newly h ired women suf fered 
from a double  dose of  d iscr imi-
nat ion -  because they were both 
women and Afr ican -American.   
The f i lm traces the ir  s truggles 
and tr iumphs, and u lt imate ly 
the ir  cr i t ica l ly  important  contr i-
but ions to  the success of  the 
U.S.  race for  the moon.  
 
One cr i t ic  wrote the fo l lowing of  
th is  movie:  
 

“Under i ts  great  act ing,  
bouncy Pharrel l  score and 
message is  a f i lm that ’s as 

geeked out  about math as 
a superhero f i lm is  about 
i ts  comic book or ig ins. So 
much so that  i t  does my 
mathematic ian ’s heart  
proud.  Th is  is  one of  the 
year's  best  f i lms.”  
 
Another cr i t ic  noted as fo l lows:  
 
“Upl i f t ing is  one of  many 
adject ives one could use 
for  Hidden F igures,  t r ium-
phant and enthra l l ing are 
two more.   The audience in 
my screening audib ly 
cheered as the end credi ts 
ro l led.”  
 
This  is  a movie which educates 
and insp ires,  and has lessons 
for  both young and o ld.   I t  was 
nominated for a Best  F i lm of  the 
year Oscar in  2017.  Join us on 
the 8 th in  the Social  Room f o r  
some pop and popcorn,  and a 
chance to  soc ia l ize  with your 
f r iends f rom Hosanna.  Th is  wi l l  
be the last  o f  the F l icks unt i l  
next fa l l ,  so  don ’ t  miss  th is  op-
portunity to  watch a great  mov-
ie .   See you on the 8 th,  and 
br ing your s l ide ru le!  
 
John and Lore le i  Campbel l  
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Between 1 and 7 February 2019, I had the 
privilege, along with Margaret, to visit the 
LWF Myanmar program. During our stay, we 
were hosted by David Mueller, Country Rep-
resentative, and his wife Beth, as well as by 
the program itself.  
 

As David said at the beginning, middle, and 
end of our visit, the reality of modern-day My-
anmar is “complicated.” Pre- and post- coloni-
al history, ethnic diversity (including religious 
differences), and evolving quasi-democratic 
institutions overlap to account for the complex 
picture that is contemporary Myanmar.  
 

Of course, the forced flight of the 700,000 
Rohingya in 2017 from northern Rakhine 
State to the no man’s land between Myanmar 
and Bangladesh is what has recently catapult-
ed Myanmar onto the world stage. However, 
LWF’s role in the humanitarian sector goes 
back to 2008 when Cyclone Nargis devastat-
ed the southern delta region. It was then that 
an emergency team from LWF Cambodia 
went to Yangon to assist in the aid effort. The 
program has since grown to include support 
to internally displaced people (IDPs), primarily 
in Rakhine State, the westernmost of Myan-
mar’s 14 provinces. The IDPs consist of mem-
bers of Rakhine State (citizens of Myanmar) 
and the Rohingyas, who are considered al-
iens. (“Muslims” is the neutral code word used 
in program for the Rohingya.) At a local level 
the two communities live side by side in rela-
tive harmony, but divisions and antipathy in-
crease between the groups as one ascends 
the sociopolitical ladder.  
 

So while LWF Myanmar continues to assist 
IDPs in collaboration with the government 
and other INGOs, it is also introducing devel-
opment activities given the long-term dis-
placement of thousands of families. CLWR 
funding to date has been positively employed 
to provide livelihood training (beauty salon 
kits, dressmaking training and startup sup-
ports, food making training and cooking sets, 
vegetable farming and inputs, crab farming 
training and crab training boxes, fishing train-
ing and materials). CLWR-supported activities 
take place in Rakhine host villages, Rohingya 
settlement villages, and Rohingya camps. 
While all three levels of settlement may look 
similar, each one is subject to increasing lev-
els of security control by the government.  
 

I remain very impressed with the LWF staff—
local and expat—as they work in this ex-
tremely stressful environment. They face the 
ongoing challenge of maintaining optimism in 
the face of a deteriorating security situation. 
The Arakan Army (AA, founded in 2009), a 
secessionist movement in Rakhine State, in-
creasingly challenges state and federal gov-
ernment authority. One does not see a quick 
resolution to this situation.  
 

LWF Myanmar truly appreciates the support 
offered by CLWR and Global Affairs Canada, 
both in financial contributions and in the train-
ing provided by Marianne Mutch from CLWR’s 
program department. LWF Myanmar is hope-
ful that its current funding request will be 
granted. From what I could observe, I believe 
that the CLWR support offered to date has 
been conscientiously and actively engaged in 
improving the lives of the IDPs of Rakhine 
State.  
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Marcus Busch 

A SMALL REPORT ON LWF-DWS MYANMAR 
by Marcus Busch, Past President, CLWR 
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THE WIDER CHURCH 

March 2019 Message for  

Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders  

 

Dear Beloved of God –  

On the western slope of the Mount of 
Olives, just across the Kidron Valley 
from Jerusalem, sits a small chapel, Do-
minus Flevit, from the Latin: Dominus – 
“the Lord”; Flevit – “wept.” The name of 
the chapel comes from Luke’s Gospel, 
which contains not one but two accounts 
(13:31f; 19:41f) of Jesus weeping over 
Jerusalem. According to tradition, it was 
here, that Jesus wept over the city.  

Inside the chapel, the altar is centered 
before a high arched window that looks 
out over the city of Jerusalem. Iron grill-
work divides the view into sections, so 
that on a sunny day the effect is that of 
a stained-glass window except that what 
you see through the window is not col-
ored glass, not an artist’s rendering of 
the holy city, but the city itself, with the 
Dome of the Rock in the bottom left cor-
ner and the Church of the Holy Sepul-
cher in the center (https://
www.seetheholyland.net/church-of-
dominus-flevit/).  

Down below, on the front of the altar, is 
a picture, a mosaic medallion of a white 
hen with a golden halo around her head. 
Her red comb resembles a crown, and 
her wings are spread wide to shelter the 
pale, yellow chicks that crowd around 
her feet. There are seven of them, with 
black dots for eyes and orange dots for 
beaks. They look happy to be there. The 
hen looks ready to spit fire if anyone 
comes near her babies.  

And around the edge of the medallion is 
a Latin text written in red: “Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, the city that kills the proph-

ets and stones those who are sent to it! 
How often have I desired to gather your 
children together as a hen gathers her 
brood under her wings, and you were 
not willing!”  

The last phrase of this text is set outside 
of the circle, in a pool of red underneath 
the chicks’ feet: you were not willing. 
Jesus’ words of lament: “Jerusalem, Je-
rusalem…;” of yearning: “How often 
have I desired to gather your chil-
dren…;” of rejection: “And you were not 
willing.”  

Lament, yearning, rejection – for the 
city of Jerusalem, which Jesus sees 
across the valley, is a city like a chicken 
coop filled with pale, yellow chicks and 
at least one fox – Herod.  

Jesus weeps over the city seeing that 
some of the chicks have taken to follow-
ing the fox around. Others are huddled 
out in the open where anything with 
claws can get to them: helpless, unsafe, 
unprotected.  

And Jesus, standing on the hillside, 
looking across the valley weeping, is like 
a white hen with a golden halo around 
her head who is clucking for all she is 
worth. Most of the chicks cannot hear 
her, and the ones that do make no re-
sponse or ignore her clucking call.  

Raised on the farm in the days when 
chickens often roamed freely around the 
chicken coop I have seen how a mother 
hen gathers her brood in protection if it 
began to rain or if the rooster was let 
loose or if it was dusk and time to settle 
down for the night or if the dog came to 
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Raised on the farm in the days when 
chickens often roamed freely around the 
chicken coop I have seen how a mother 
hen gathers her brood in protection if it 
began to rain or if the rooster was let 
loose or if it was dusk and time to settle 
down for the night or if the dog came to 
close. The hen’s wings were large and 
seemed to expand to cover a surprising-
ly large number of chicks. The hen 
would simply cluck and somehow the 
chicks would know to gather under her 
wings. And not once did I see a chick 
ignore the hen.  

But here, Jesus laments because the 
brood is unwilling to be gathered. This 
hen clucks and raises her wings but they 
do not come, they do not gather. And 
Jesus weeps.  

The depth of his love, his lament, is pro-
found – beyond words. Wings spread, 
breast exposed, he stands open in the 
most vulnerable posture in the world. 
Vulnerable to the dangerous, fearful, 
deathly work of this fox in the chicken 
coop, for if the fox wants them the fox 
will have to kill the hen first.  

Which the fox does, as it turns out. He 
slides up on her one night in the yard 

while all the babies are asleep. When 
her cry wakens them, they scatter. She 
dies the next day where both fox and 
chicks can see her – wings spread, 
breast exposed.  

In a few short days, in Jerusalem, this 
lament, this weeping will echo through-
out the city and throughout all time. The 
compassion of God will be exposed for 
the entire world to see. For in Jerusa-
lem, Jesus, like a mother hen spreading 
her wings to gather and protect her 
chicks, will spread his arms on the 
cross, spread them wide enough to em-
brace the world, spread them wide 
enough to embrace us for all time.  

May you be sustained in your Lenten 
journey knowing this expansive, loving 
embrace.  

In Christ Jesus –  

Shalom,  

+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  

“The God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Ho-
ly Spirit.” (Romans 15:13) 
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PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS 

Those who 
have been ill, 
at home or in 

hospital, and have asked for our 
public prayers:  Marvin Seifert, Erven 
Rendflesh, Dale Grinde, Derek Richards, 
Irene Erickson, Shirley Querengesser, 
Kathryn, Darlene Anderson, James 
Sloan, Chelsea Sloan, Caroline Beck, 
Frankie Denine, Lynn Kitchen, Paulette 
Nostbakken, Emily Stebner, John Sims, 
Dorothy Ropchan, Shirley Sorobey, 
Gladys Hansen, Gail Hadfield, Eric Lange, 
Barb Clausen, Marc, Jared Carmichael, 
Karen Goldstone, Jean Freund  

MARCH BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES 

To request 
confiden-
tial prayer 
for yourself 
or for oth-
ers, contact 
our Prayer 
Chain Lead-

er: Del Bennett at 780-487-
4062. If you are interested 
in being a part of the Prayer 
Chain, or finding out more 
about it, contact Del. 

Prayer is one of the best and easiest ways we can communicate               

with God, for ourselves and for others.  

02 Tom Kieren 

04 Addison Pohl 

04 Carter Pohl 

08 Louise Rau 

10 Jeffrey Benedictson 

10 Anja Broatch 

11 Robert Miller 

11 Kaiden Nicholson 

12 Greg Allan 

14 Kassidy Nicholson 

17 Keir Campbell 

17 Monika Edwards 

19 Ben Olsen 

20 Allyssia Jackson 

23 Amalia Massa 

23 Juli Zinken 

26 Brad Dragon 

26 Val Knop 

27 Walter Massa 

In Loving Memory 

Doreen Cook 

June 22, 1929—February 20, 2019 



16 

COMMUNICATIONS 

You can stay current on what’s happen-

ing at Hosanna each Sunday by subscribing to the e-bulletin Hosanna 

Happenings that  goes  ou t  each  Thursday, a long  w i th  a  l i s t ing  o f  

the volunteers serving in the worship services on the coming Sunday. If 

you would like to join the distribution list, please contact  Lena at                                

office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca.  

Wednesday, 7pm Lenten Services:  

March 13th—April 10th  

Daylight Savings Time  

starts March 10th.  

 

Remember to put your clocks 

ahead one hour  

before bed on  

Saturday, March 9th.  

Staff  Away Dates:  

 

Pastor  James 

away March 6th—

10th,  at  the               

Nat ional  Church             

Counci l  in  Winni-

peg.  

 

Pastor  Anna away 

March 28th—

30th,  at  the Syn-

od Counci l  Re-

treat  

 

Church Office Closed:  

Monday, March 11th  

mailto:office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
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MARCH 2019 CALENDAR 
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MARCH 2019 VOLUNTEER CHART 


