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     HOSANNA LUTHERAN CHURCH 9009-163 St.  T5R 2N8 
780-484-3932     office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca 

www.hosannalutheran.ab.ca 

OUR MISSION           

Hosanna Lutheran 

Church equips 

God ’s people  o f  

a l l  ages for  

Chr is t ian witness 

and serv ice  

through worship,  

learn ing,  fe l low-

ship and sp ir i tua l  

care.  

OUR VISION           

Empowered by 

dynamic and cre-

at ive  l i turg ica l  

Lutheran worship,  

Hosanna Lutheran 

Church wi l l  lead 

Edmonton in 

equipping Chr is-

t ians for  sp ir i tua l  

growth and ser-

v ice.   

COUNCIL MEMBERS  

STAFF 

WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE 

June 2 7th Sunday of Easter 10am Holy Communion 

June 9 Day of Pentecost 

Wear Red or Orange! 

10am Holy Communion 

June 16 1st Sunday after Pentecost 10am Holy Communion 

June 23 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 10am Holy Communion 

June 30 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 10am Holy Communion 

Rev. Dr. James Hendricksen, Senior Pastor 
pastorjames@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  
In case of emergency, call (H) 780-430-9835 or (Cell) 780-222-5451 
Rev. Anna Thede, Assistant Pastor 
pastoranna@hosannalutheran.ab.ca 
In case of emergency, call (Cell) 780-405-7840 
Sonja Carmichael Director of Education & Family Ministries  
sonja@hosannalutheran.ab.ca 
Marg Daly Director of Music marg@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  
Kari Heise Accompanist    
Lena Nikolic Administrative Secretary                                                      
office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  
Cameron Terry Outdoor Custodian  

Helen Bowden 

Gary Corrigal, Vice-Chair 780-463-9018 

Marlene Grinde, 780-484-1733 

Rick Hernder, Treasurer, Personnel - Finance  780-483-1505 

Ray Janke, 780-244-3815 

Sonja Myroon, Secretary, Personnel  780-452-1152 

Don Newsom, 780-456-5242 

Karen Peitsch  

Margaret Sadler, Chair, Personnel 780-435-3025 

Liz Tanti, 780-452-2806 

Peder Vinge, 780-455-7530   
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR ANNA: ON AGE AND WORDS  

I have been pondering the challenge 
that currently faces Hosanna ’s Sen-
iors group. For many years this was 
a vibrant and powerful ministry, 
drawing people together to share 
fellowship, food, and Christian com-
munity, but in recent years this Ho-
sanna program has been in decline. 
Those who previously served as the 
Seniors’ executive, planning, lead-
ing, and supporting this valuable 
program are no longer able to fulfil 
these rolls. The passion which drove 
this group to gather, sharing life 
and meals, has faded. There are 
still a dedicated few, who come and 
who always enjoy being together 
but the compelling, moving, living 
Spirit that is spo-
ken about as a 
part of this com-
munity at Hosan-
na has dimin-
ished.  

Cecelia Ahern fa-
mously said: Age 
is just a number, 
not a state of 
mind or a reason 
for any type of 
particular behavior. Perhaps this is 
true. Perhaps calling this dedicated 
group of Christians who intentional-
ly formed a community here at Ho-
sanna “Seniors” is doing a disser-
vice to this ministry. Perhaps the 
very idea of calling yourself a Sen-
ior puts you in a category you are 
unwilling to claim, or disinterested 
in belonging to, or makes it some-
thing you will choose not to belong 
to. Perhaps you don ’t see yourself 
as a member of this group because 
“Seniors” implies a group of people 
you don’t feel you belong to or you 
have nothing in common with. Per-
haps you feel you have already 
served your time in this ministry 
and its someone else’s turn.  

Let me be perfectly clear: Seniors is 
not about age. It is not about abil-
ity. It is not about being free on the 
third Tuesday of the month in the 

afternoon – though this does help. 
This has been a group of people 
who desire to live into their Chris-
tian calling to form intentional com-
munity. This is about sharing life, in 
its many forms, with others who al-
so call Hosanna “home.” It is about 
coming together to share the joys 
and struggles that we all face in this 
life. It is about investing time in re-
lationships because our God values 
relationships and calls us to do the 
same.  

I have no answer for the challenge 
that faces Hosanna’s Tuesday after-
noon intention community. I can ’t 
even come up with a suitable alter-

native name, but 
this ministry has 
no counterpart at 
Hosanna. The 
group that could 
be gathered in 
this place, at this 
time, to answer 
God’s call to form 
community to-
gether outside of 
worship, is valua-
ble. It is im-

portant. It is in decline.  

All I know is that I could use your 
help. I could use your feedback. 
Please, Hosanna, help me identify 
how we can create intentional com-
munity outside of worship that you 
would like to participate in, that you 
would find valuable and worth your 
time that you would commit to be-
ing a part of. I am happy to engage 
with you in ministry – we just need 
to figure out what that ministry 
might look like, and maybe give it a 
name that won’t keep you away.  

Pastor Anna  
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HOSANNA YOUTH UPDATE  

Hosanna Youth Committee:   
The committee would l ike to  
thank everyone who part ic ipat-
ed,  led,  and jo ined with Ho-
sanna ’s youth over the 2018/19 
program year.  Conf irmat ion,  fo-
rum, and youth were a l l  wonder-
fu l  exper iences that  bui l t  com-
munity and he lped us l ive into 
our ca l l ing to  be fa i thfu l  people  
at every age. With only one re-
maining youth fundra iser  th is  
year,  the Lunch and 5 th Avenue 
Jewelry Fundra iser,  we begin to  
turn our attent ion to next  year. 
We welcome Helen Bowden as 
our new counc i l  rep and are cur-
rent ly seeking a new youth 
group leader for the 2019/2020 
programing year. P lease speak 
with Pastor  Anna or  a member of  
the committee i f  you are inter-
ested in spending some t ime 
with our wonderfu l  youth group.  

Conf irmat ion:  
Conf irmat ion c lasses conc luded 
on May 15 with a movie and 
Dairy Queen ice cream treats .  
Thank you to  Jace,  Hayley,  Tim-
othy,  Ava,  and Matthew  f o r  
part ic ipat ing in Conf irmat ion in 
2018/19. I  wi l l  miss  you over 
the summer break and look for-
ward to  connect ing with you 
again beginning Sep 11, 2019 
where we wi l l  ask some ques-
t ions about the Lutheran fa i th,  
our p lace in the wor ld,  and how 
we l ive as fa i thful  people.   

For conf irmat ion c lasses begin-
n ing fa l l  2019 we welcome any-
one in grades 7-9 who would 
l ike to  part ic ipate.  P lease speak 
with Pastor  Anna i f  you are in-
terested in be ing part  o f  th is  
wonderfu l  and welcoming group.  

Hosanna Youth Group:   
Hosanna ’s youth would l ike to  
say a spec ia l  thank you to  
Kryst le  P lant ,  He lena Hendr ick-
sen, K irst in Veugelers, and Gary 
Corr iga l  for  the ir  leadersh ip over 

the past  year.  We couldn ’ t  run 
our program without your he lp.  
The f ina l  youth event for  the 
2018/19 year was he ld on Satur-
day May 18, the youth –  inc lud-
ing those who are in grade 6 but  
wi l l  jo in the youth group next  
year,  gathered at Monster  Min i -
golf  for an evening of  fe l lowship 
and fun.  We had snacks at  Sec-
ond Cup, p layed mini -golf  and 
the checked out  two arcades.  We 
wi l l  look forward to  the fund-
ra iser  and gathering together 
again in September.    

Youth Fundrais ing presents  a 
special  event  to look forward 
to!   
The committee would l ike to  in-
v ite  a l l  Hosanna members to  
come out for  lunch and a one -
t ime 5 th Avenue Jewelry  s h o p -
ping fundra iser af ter  worship on 
Sunday June 2.  Please jo in Ho-
sanna ’s youth and committee for  
a lunch prepared by the youth 
committee and served by the 
youth,  and then you can go 
shopping.  15% of a l l  sa les  f rom 
the day wi l l  go d irect ly to  he lp 
fund Hosanna ’s youth programs. 
T ickets  for the meal wi l l  cost $5 
to  cover the cost  o f  homemade 
soup, b iscu its ,  and dessert .  Last  
day for  t icket  sa les  wi l l  be Fr i-
day May 31, and t ickets  can be 
purchased from Kirst in  Veuge-
lers  in  the narthex after  worship 
or  by phoning the of f ice  (780 -
484-3932) to  save your spot.   
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HOSANNA SENIORS 

Hosanna would like 
to give a huge 
thank you to Jim 
Bennet for his after-
noon of music and 
entertainment. A 
thank you also goes 
out to every partici-
pant from the 
event, each of 
whom brought food 
to share. Good con-
versation, great 
music, and lots of 
laughter were the 
results of the after-
noon gathering on 
May 21.  

The next Senior’s 
gathering will hap-
pen on Tuesday 
June 18, at 2pm, 
where everyone is 

invited to gather for 
Popcorn and a Mov-
ie. Join us to watch 
a classic MGM mov-
ie from the 1950 or 
1960’s. There will 
be several films to 
choose from, in-
cluding: Roger and 
Hammerstein’s 
State Fair or Okla-
homa, Sandra Dee 
in When a Man An-
swers, or Doris Day 
and Rock Hudson in 
Pillow Talk. We will 
vote to find the per-
fect film to fill our 
afternoon. I look 
forward to hearing 
from you by June 
17 if you are able to 
attend! 

CHECK -IN BOARD!  

Have you been checking - in?  I  have seen a dedi-

cated 6 or  8 people  putt ing up post - i t  notes but  I  

am hoping that  many more people  wi l l  le t  the Ho-

sanna community know how they are do ing.  The 

categor ies  are:  I ’m great,  I ’m Okay, I ’m meh, I ’m 

struggl ing,  I ’m having a tough t ime and wouldn ’ t  

mind a check- in ,  and I ’m not do ing great.  The 

idea is  that  we can each check in weekly,  and i f  

you need a pastor  to  reach out  to  you p lease put  

your name on the back of  the st icky.  Remember 

you are not  a lone,  we walk together,  Pastor 

James or  Pastor  Anna welcome the opportunity to 

speak with you anyt ime. Let ’s check- in  with one 

another and take care of  the mental  health of the 

whole  Hosanna community!    
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NOTES FROM YOUR COUNCIL 
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CURRENT INCOME CURRENT EXPENSES

Called through the power of the Holy 
Spirit to love God and our neighbours 
near and far this year Hosanna’s Council 
is pleased to call on all members of the 
congregation to share from God’s abun-
dance with Canadian Lutheran World 
Relief (CLWR). This year we have se-
lected the CLWR Irrigation – based Inte-
grative Project in Afar, Ethiopia as the 
recipient of our anniversary offerings.   
 
The Irrigation-based Integrative Project 
is a joint project between the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank, CLWR, Support for 
Sustainable Development (SSD, an 
Ethiopian non-profit), and now us to im-
prove the ability of small-scale farmers 
and their households in the Afar district 
to feed themselves and earn an income. 
This project, which has been underway 
since 2018, is focused on improving 
crop production through the construc-
tion of irrigation canals. The project also 
provides training in sustainable farming, 
irrigation practices, and establishing 
water users’ associations to maintain 
the canals. There is also a special focus 
on supporting women through the crea-
tion of women’s savings and credit 
groups related to this project. Commu-
nity members are employed to build the 
canal that will develop 200 hectares of 
irrigable land in a previously arid region 
of Ethiopia. 

 
 
Please pray and consider making a spe-
cial Pentecost Anniversary Sunday of-
fering to this effort. Offerings can be 
made using your “anniversary” enve-
lope, designating your request on your 
envelope or cheque, or by leaving cash 
in the offering plate on Sunday June 9, 
2019.  
 
May the Holy Spirit move in you for the 
glory of God and the gospel calling each 
of us to care for our siblings in Christ 
near and far.  
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SOCIAL JUSTICE 

 

We are very pleased to report that our Quilt Sale 

proceeds now total $3,137.79. Many thanks to all who came out to the 

Quilt Sale in support. It really encourages us to make more quilts! Thank 

you to all who provided knitted and crocheted items to add to the sale. And 

many thanks to Cam for setting up our tables. 

After the sale, 9 Single Quilts were donated to Compassion House and 20 

Baby & Lap Quilts were donated to Misericordia Hospital. 

A special thank you to all who enjoyed the Strawberry Shortcake. Coffee, 

tea and cake donations totalled $110.20 and this was donated to Hosanna's 

Current Account. 

 

Hosanna Spring Quilt Sale 
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 

As we approach Pentecost, our lessons follow 
the theme “Gifts of God’s Grace.” “As we 
live in faith, believing the good news of Jesus’ 
resurrection, we continue to receive gifts of 
God’s grace, God’s unconditional love. Even in 
facing struggles, we have peace and hope 
from knowing Jesus. Because of his death and 
resurrection, sin no longer rules in our lives, 
but instead, grace abounds. We celebrate that 
we have been given the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
who provides help and guidance. As we re-
joice in this gift, we are reminded that we 
should live guided by God’s promises, espe-
cially the promise that nothing can separate 
us from God’s great love.”* 

(*from Living the Word, Teaching God’s Story, 

Spirit and Truth Publishing curriculum) 

Prayer Partners 

Thanks to our prayer partners for planting ge-
raniums to beautify the front of the church.  
Over the summer, partners are encouraged to 
check on their plant together and give it a bit 
of water, but also to stay in touch, maybe sit-
ting together in church, a card, note or pic-
ture, or other small way of reminding each 
other that you care and are praying for one 
another.  If you have something special that 
you would like the other to pray about, be 
sure to let them know! 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 

The last Bible study before we break for the 
summer will be June 6.  As is our tradition, we 

will celebrate a great year with a lunch on the 
last day.  Each person is asked to bring some-
thing to share for the lunch.   

Ladies’ Night Out 

Women’s Bible Study will wind up the year 
with a dinner out on Friday June 14.  We’ll 
meet at the Sawmill at Terra Losa at 6:30 for 
food and fellowship. Any women who would 
like to join us are welcome! Please let Sonja 
know if you are coming so we can confirm 
reservations. 

 

Although we celebrated 
our volunteers in the area 
of education at worship on 
May 26, I would like to 
extend my personal 

thanks to all who have given their time and 
talents toward the work of Hosanna’s educa-
tion and family ministries this past year.  
Many people are needed to provide the wide 
variety of learning opportunities that we offer: 
Sunday School, Confirmation/Youth Forum, 
VBS, Adult Forum, Bible Studies, Education 
Committee, Library, etc., and I would like to 
say a special word of thanks to all who willing-
ly shared their gifts in this area. 

May you enjoy the gifts of God’s grace this 
summer. 

Sonja Carmichael 

Director of Education and Family Ministries 

 

Sunday, July 7, 4:00 – 6:30 pm 

Kickoff event: Bring your entire family to our community 
carnival 

 with food, games, crafts, face painting and more! 

July 8 - 11, 6:30 – 8:15 pm 

Nightly VBS with songs, stories, crafts, games and more! 

 

To register, fill in registration form on Black Counter or 
go to  

vbspro.events/p/hosannalutheran or  

email sonja@hosannalutheran.ab.ca 
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Who doesn’t 
love a carni-
val or fair?  
That will be 
our setting 
this year for 
Vacation Bi-
ble School 
“Everywhere 
Fun Fair: 
Where God’s 

World Comes Together!”   Everyone is 
invited to join in the fun as we explore 
God’s welcoming love and discover how 
Jesus teaches us to be great neigh-
bours. 

We’ll kick off the week with a communi-
ty carnival on Sunday afternoon to 
reach out to our neighbours in the com-
munity and invite them to be part of the 
activities during the week (and hopefully 
afterward)!  Booths with carnival 
games, fair food and possibly a bouncy 
castle will get everyone in the mood for 
a fun-filled week of VBS activities – in-
vite your friends, neighbours and rela-
tives to join in the fun! 

Many people are needed to help make 
VBS great!  We are in need of volun-
teers to help at the kick-off fun fair on 
Sunday afternoon and craft and activity 
stations throughout the week.  These 
are pre-planned with supplies already 
there for you.   Volunteers are needed in 
the following areas: 

 Kick-Off Fair – manning the carni-
val booths (games, food, greeting 
people, registration) 

 Decorating – transforming the 
sanctuary, hallway and north end 
with a carnival/fair theme and taking 
down the decorations after the week 
is over 

 Music leaders – lead music in open-
ing and closing worship time 

 Drama team – try your hand at per-
forming as one of our crazy charac-
ters or act out the Bible story 

 Craft leaders – set up and lead kids 
in craft activities, making connec-

tions with the daily theme 

 Games and activity leaders – lead 
kids in active games related to the 
theme of the day 

 Snack – set up , prepare, serve and 
clean up snacks each night 

Please consider signing up to help for 
one or two days or all week– sign-up 
sheets are in the narthex.  Activities are 
pre-planned with supplies already there 
for you. 

All volunteers need to attend the volun-
teer orientation session on Sunday, 
June 23 after worship (about 11:15) 
to receive everything needed help you 
do your part to make this a smooth-
running and memorable event for the 
kids. Those volunteers who have not al-
ready been screened (see below) will 
need to stay for that as well. 

Hosanna follows the ELCIC’s Policy for 
the Protection of Children, Youth 
and Other Vulnerable People.  Any 
person who volunteers or wishes to 
work with children, youth or “other vul-
nerable people” must attend a training 
session put on by staff members to re-
view the Policy, complete an application 
form and provide at least two references 
(one of which may be a pastor), and 
sign a form indicating that s/he is famil-
iar with the Policy.  We need many, 
many volunteers to help with all the 
programs that are so important to us at 
Hosanna.  If you are, or wish to be in-
volved in these programs as a volunteer 
and you have not already attended a 
training session, this session is very im-
portant for you to attend.  Those who 
help with Sunday School (teachers, co-
ordinators, leaders, misc. helpers), VBS 
(all helpers), youth (leaders, committee 
members, chaperones, drivers), etc. – 
this is for you!  Please plan to attend! 

 

For more information, please talk to 
Sonja. 
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OUR MANY BLESSINGS 

Our Many 
Blessings: 
World Refu-
gee Day 
2019 

The interna-
tional ob-
servance of 

World Refugee Day is on June 20 each year, 
dedicated to raising awareness of the situation 
of refugees throughout the world. The following 
paragraphs represent thoughts from five Ho-
sanna congregational members associated with 
the people who came to us as refugees and are 
now part of our extended family.  

 “You saved our lives” were the words we 
kept hearing from the grateful Somali refugee 
family when they arrived in Edmonton, October 
14, 2016. We had completed the application 
forms, prayed and waited for the family’s safe 
arrival, not fully knowing the desperate and 
dangerous situations the family had lived in for 
five years. We were eager to help the family 
settle in with furniture for the apartment, house
-warming gifts, backpacks for the children, 
tours of the city, and introduction to the availa-
ble services — and to winter, even ice skating. 
Thus began a personal relationship between 
members of the church and the family, which 
has continued in home visits, language help, 
birthday greetings, and the annual anniver-
saries of first coming to Canada. At the first visit 
with us, Abdi, the father, expressed the hope 
that he would learn English well enough to 
thank us. Last October, our Refugee Support 
Group heard Abdi’s thanks.  We also are grate-
ful, for this family and the sponsorship experi-
ence. 

Don & Trudy Sjoberg 

My friend Annie and her daughter Angel repre-
sent to me the epitome of resilience and love. 
Their strength of character and sheer determi-
nation in the face of circumstances that for 
many would create despair, humbles me. I'm 
not sure that in light of their experiences I could 
continue to trust in the goodness and kindness 
of others over and over again. I am blessed to 
call them “friend” and thankful they came 
into my life. 

Liz Tanti 

 

Our sponsorship of Annie and Angel began in 
2016 with a request from another Lutheran 
church to help with the social support of a 
mother and teenage daughter from the Ivory 
Coast/Liberia area.  What a wonderful oppor-
tunity was given to us to work with them. After 
three years of English and math tutoring, high 
school support, and general problem-solving 
with them, we now call them family.  I love the 
fact that Annie calls me “Mom.” This is just a 
recognition that we all need many mothers to 
give us the support we need to survive in new 
situations.  At our recent Easter egg hunt and 
dinner, they joined our grandchildren in seeking 
eggs and celebrating the Easter season.  Our 
refugee support roles have had a two-way ben-
efit to them and to us.  We have learned so 
much about their lives and the resilience that 
they have to integrate into Canadian socie-
ty.  One of our friends asked us, when will you 
be finished with this refugee support?  We said 
probably never as these friendships never cease 
and our doors have been opened so that they 
know we will be there for them.  We have been 
blessed. 

Dianne & Tom Kieren 

Many more members at Hosanna have touched 
the lives and been touched by Annie and Angel 
and by the Kalif family (Abdi and Deka, Kaltun, 
Safi, Bashi, Fardowsa, Abdiaziz, Abdifatah, Iqra, 
Anisa, and Seruq). The Refugee Support Group 
is grateful to all those who have opened their 
hearts to the Kalifs, Annie, and Angel.  

We continue to pray that Deka’s mother, 
Saruro, will be able to join her children and 
grandchildren here in Edmonton. Having suf-
fered a stroke, Saruro will likely undergo her 
final interviews later this year. 

Margaret Sadler,  
on behalf of the Refugee Support Group (Don 
Sjoberg, Dianne Kieren, Tom Kieren, Cindy 
Schriner, Helen Bowden) 

P.S. 

To learn more about World Refugee Day and 
the work of UNHCR, visit www.unhcr.org/
refugeeday/. To read more stories about 
CLWR’s refugee resettlement program, visit 
www.clwr.org/news-events/categories/
refugee-sponsorship 

http://www.unhcr.org/refugeeday/
http://www.unhcr.org/refugeeday/
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HOSANNA LUTHERAN CHURCH 2019— 
CROWNING 70 YEARS OF LUTHERAN PRESENCE IN WEST EDMONTON 

Hosanna is the result of a series of 
congregational mergers in West Ed-
monton stretching back seventy 
years, beginning in 1949 with Faith 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jas-
per Place of the Lutheran Church in 
America (LCA) and in 1958 with 
Jasper Place Lu theran  Church  o f  
the Lutheran Church–Missouri Syn-
od (LCMS). Along the way in the 
LCA churches came the Mayfield 
Mission, later known as Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church (which eventually 
joined with Faith), then Christ Lu-
theran, and Peace Lutheran. In the 
meantime, the LCMS congregation, 
Jasper Place Lutheran, changed its 
name to Gloria Dei Lutheran. 

In the mid-1960s, these four con-
gregations—Faith, Christ, Peace 
and Gloria Dei—started talking 
about merger into one unified con-
gregation. After a while Gloria Dei 
decided that it was not ready for a 
union, leaving the Faith, Christ, and 
Peace congregations to complete 
their own union in 1969, beginning 
as a three-point parish known as 
the West Edmonton Lutheran 
Parish. Tw o  years  la ter , the  
three congregations decided to be-
come one, named St. Luke Lutheran 
Church, located at the Peace Lu-
theran site at 92nd Avenue and 
163rd Street. 

Another two years later, discussions 
picked up again with Gloria Dei and 
St. Luke, resu l t ing  in  a  dec is ion  
not to merge, but to build a new 
shared church facility—Luther 
Place—at 9009 163rd Street, which 
would include the original Peace 
building (now our Peace Hall).  

Meanwhile, three national Lutheran 
bodies then operating in Canada—
the LCA, the LCMS, and the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of Canada 
(ELCC)—had begun talking of a pos-
sible merger. In the late 1970s the 
LCMS decided to withdraw from the 
talks. The LCA and ELCC talks cul-
minated in a merger between the 

two bodies, with the new church 
known as the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada (ELCIC), 
which came into being on January 
1, 1986, with St. Luke as a mem-
ber. 

During the early 1980s, St. Luke 
and Gloria Dei congregations drew 
closer and in 1986 Gloria Dei decid-
ed to become a member of the 
ELCIC. This prompted discussions in 
early 1987 on a merger of the two 
congregations, now both ELCIC con-
gregations. The talks progressed 
quickly, and both congregations 
voted in April 1987 to join together. 
The formal union took place on June 
7, 1987, with the merged congre-
gation known as Hosanna Lutheran 
Church at Luther Place. Some o f  
us remember the celebratory pro-
cession that crossed 163 Street 
from Jasper Place High School 
where the service began to the 
sanctuary we worship in today. 

While 2019 marks our 32nd year as 
“Hosanna,” we value and are in-
spired by our heritage of seventy 
years of faith in West Edmonton 
and look ahead to a future of faith-
filled service. 

Margaret Sadler 

Chair, Hosanna Council  

 

PS 

See elsewhere in the newsletter 
Council’s chosen recipient for our 
Anniversary Offerings this year. 

mfs 
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THE WIDER CHURCH 

June 2019 Message for  

Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders  

 

We have gathered at  the rura l  
church.   Many have journeyed 
for  severa l  hours to  be present 
and to  part ic ipate in the serv ice 
of  ord inat ion and insta l la-
t ion.   Once the worship begins 
and the process ion has landed 
me near the a ltar,  I  look out  
over those whom the Spir i t  has 
assembled:   farmers,  counc i l  
and ca l l  committee members,  
severa l  ch i ldren and a handfu l  
of  youth,  fami ly and fr iends, 
and seminary professors  and 
staf f  and co l leagues.  

I t  seems as i f  even the sounds 
of  the bui ld ing are part  o f  a sa-
cred conversat ion between con-
gregat ion,  God and the one to  
be ordained and insta l led.  A ye l-
lowed f luorescent l ight  hums i ts  
way through the serv ice.  The 
microphone on the lectern 
squeals  when the reader gets 
too c lose.  The a ir  f rom the fur-
nace whooshes into the sanctu-
ary caus ing the banners to  
wave.  

Those to  be ordained and in-
sta l led wi l l  spend the ir  years  
bapt iz ing babies,  he lp ing to  de-
l iver  ca lves in the middle  of  the 
n ight,  bury ing husbands who 
d ied too soon, negot iat ing de-
bates about how to pay for  the 
new church roof…and then every 
Sunday, they wi l l  s tand in the 
pulp it  and try to  make ho ly 
sense of  i t  a l l .  

Mid-March I  prepared th is  art i-
c le ,  or ig ina l ly  for  the June Can-
ada Lutheran,  whi le  basking in 
the g low of  part ic ipat ing in the 
f ina l  evaluat ion of  candidates 
for  rostered min is try.   I t  is  my 
favor i te  t ime of  year,  spent re-
v iewing wr it ten examinat ion ma-
ter ia ls  and candidate doss iers 
and part ic ipat ing in the co l loquy 
( the examinat ion interv iew).  

The f ina l  evaluat ion is  a t ime to 
rev iew and inquire  in  depth into 
the candidate ’s readiness for  
rostered min is try,  and to  deter-
mine that  the candidate meets 
the requirements establ ished by 
the Nat ional  Church.  

The examining committee, com-
pr ised of  capable,  ins ight fu l ,  ex-
per ienced and compass ionate 
members,  cons iders  the fo l low-
ing determinants  o f  readiness:  
theo logica l  and academic com-
petence,  sp ir i tua l i ty and fa i th 
commitment,  personal integr i ty 
and leadersh ip abi l i t ies ,  and ca l l  
to  min is try and min is try g i f ts .  

I t  is  my favor i te  t ime of  year,  
for  I  have walked with the can-
didates together with the synod 
candidacy committee,  and the 
seminary,  and the internship 
p lacement supervisor  and con-
gregat ion,  and fami ly and 
fr iends and seminary c lassmates 
to  th is  po int  o f  f ina l  evaluat ion.  
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And tru ly,  marve l lous ly,  won-
derfu l ly  I  have seen God at  
work in the l i fe  of  each candi-
date.  

And now, the process ion has 
landed me near the a ltar where 
I  pres ide at the serv ice of  ord i-
nat ion and the area dean pre-
s ides over the insta l lat ion.  

The p lan of  the newly ordained 
and insta l led is  no strategic  
p lan for  “ turn ing th is  church 
around.” No, the ir  on ly ambi-
t ion—their  ca l l—is  to  be next  in  
a long l ine of fa i thfu l  pastors  
serv ing with and among th is  
congregat ion seeking to  jo in 
God in God ’s  miss ion o f  recon-
c i l iat ion and restorat ion.  

With the serv ice over and the 
obl igatory p ic tures taken, we 
make our way to  the community 
ha l l  for  a pot luck d inner.  Every-
one p lops into meta l  fo ld ing 
chairs  and eats ,  laughs and gos-
s ips.  Tables are f i l led with cas-
sero les,  sa lads and a mult i tude 
of  homemade desserts .  Chi ldren 
squeal as they chase each other 
around the room and out  the 
doors o f the hal l .  

I  overhear a story about snow 
t ires.  They could be d iscuss ing 
the ir  anxiet ies  about the future 
of  fami ly farms, the economy or 
“ just  where is  th is  country 
heading?”  But there is  none of  
that  on th is  day. Even the smal l  
ta lk has a l i l t  to  i t .  

I  understand why, when the ir  
new pastor  enters  the room, 
many are s imply there to  extend 
a warm welcome. One after  an-
other they get  up from the ta-
b les,  wipe the ir  hands and ap-
proach the pastor for  a hand-
shake or a hug. Many have tears  
in  the ir  eyes.  

This  is  a euchar ist ic  feast .  A 
new pastor  has come. To the 
congregat ion i t  is  a s ign that  
God knows how to f ind them. 
The ho l iness of  the room is  so 
apparent  that  I  a lmost  take of f  
my shoes.  No one wants to  
leave—certa in ly not  me, and 
certa in ly not  the new pastor.  

This  is  my gl impse into a mys-
tery about our church that  is  
h idden from the stat is t ics  and 
anxiety about i ts  dec l ine.  

I  have no idea what hardships 
l ie  ahead for  th is congregat ion,  
or  how long i t  wi l l  even exis t .  
But  I  know that  i ts  people  are 
f i l led with expectancy.  In the ir  
midst  is  another h igh ly capable  
pastor  who is  prepared to  br ing 
thousands of  years  o f  theo logi-
ca l  hope to  bear on the ir  com-
munity —a pastor who f inds ho-
l iness by s i t t ing in a community 
ha l l  swapping stor ies  about 
snow t ires,  and who every Sun-
day wi l l  s tand in the pulp it  and 
try to  make ho ly sense of  a l l  o f  
i t .  

In Chr is t  Jesus –  Shalom,  
+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  

“The God of hope f i l l  you with 

a l l  joy and peace in be l iev ing,  

so that you may abound in hope 

by the power of  the Holy Spir-

i t .”  (Romans 15:13)  
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PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS 

Those who 
have been 
ill, at home 
or in hos-

pital, and have asked for our 
public prayers:  Marvin Seifert, Erven 
Rendflesh, Dale Grinde, Derek Richards, 
Irene Erickson, Lynn Kitchen, Emily Stebner, 
John Sims, Dorothy Ropchan, Ray Hansen, 
Eric Lange, Barb Clausen, Marc, Jared Car-
michael, Stephanie B., Sebastian B., Ted B., 
Sharon B., Jonathan B., Dwayne B., Karen 
Goldstone, Jean Freund, Marlene Chapman, 
Jason Houncaren, Scott Brown, Owen Wiig, 
Chelsea Sloan, James Sloan, the Guse fami-
ly, Darlene Anderson, Pauline Gibson, Sara 
Jones, Kay L. and her daughter 

JUNE BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES 

To request 
confiden-
tial prayer 
for yourself 
or for oth-
ers, contact 
our Prayer 
Chain Lead-

er: Del Bennett at 780-487-
4062. If you are interested 
in being a part of the Prayer 
Chain, or finding out more 
about it, contact Del. 

Prayer is one of the best and easiest ways we can communicate               

with God, for ourselves and for others.  

01 Tyra Heise 

01 Kristin Morra 

01 Anna Thede 

03 Sam Robinson 

06 James Bures 

07 Clara Rencz 

07 Kristen Zytaruk 

10 Mercedes Roode 

10 Isabelle Uwiera 

11 Harold Rau 

12 Pam Beuerlein 

14 Paul Lange 

17 Audrey Eidick 

19 Phil Zinken 

20 Natasha Morra 

21 Andrew Buolanger 

21 Taylor Boulanger 

24 Fran Benedictson 

24 Hedley Chapman 

25 Ed Stadel 

26 Martha Miller 

27 Graeme Peppink 

30 Jeanne Brauer  
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THANK YOU FOR CARING AND SERVING:  
 

As a car ing and serv ing min istry,  vo lunteers from Ho-
sanna prov ide a recept ion lunch fo l lowing a funera l  ser-

v ice  at  the church.   
 

Thank you to the following people for serving at the luncheon  
after the service for  

Donald McConnel l  o n  Apri l  26,  2019:   
 
Co-Captains and Set-up -  Karen Moore (and Shopper),    

Wally Marquardt & Karen Peitsch 

Prep - Vi Bowdige, Rodina Couling, Martha Ropchan,  

Hertha Trippel and Renie Turnquist  

Servers - Del Bennet and Ursula Buller 

Clean-up - Pat Bowman and Hilda Schweitzer 

 
Thanks to Cam Terry for setup of tables and chairs and to 
Cam and Don Newsom fo r  pu t t ing  the tab les  and  cha i r s  
away.  

 

You are a b less ing to  the congregat ion,  and espec ia l ly  
to  the fami ly  who has lost  a  loved one.  THANK YOU.   

I f  you are not a l ready a vo lunteer  he lp ing prov ide such fu-
nera l  recept ion lunches,  p lease cons ider  becoming invo lved 
in th is  v i ta l  min istry.  There are a var ie ty o f  tasks,  one or  
more of  which could cer ta in ly  f i t  anyone ’s abi l i ty ,  both men 
and women. Each task takes about two hours (e .g.  prepara-
t ion,  serv ing,  c lean up),  and the work is  a lways so much 
eas ier  when there are enough he lpers to  share the load.   I f  
there are any quest ions about th is  serv ice  or  to vo lunteer ,  
please contact  the church office or  speak to  one of  the cur-
rent crew capta ins: Johanna Borle and Karen Moore.  
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COMMUNICATIONS 

You can stay current on what’s happen-

ing at Hosanna each Sunday by subscribing to the e-bulletin Hosanna 

Happenings that  goes  ou t  each  Thursday, a long  w i th  a  l i s t ing  o f  

the volunteers serving in the worship services on the coming Sunday. If 

you would like to join the distribution list, please contact  Lena at                                

office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca.  

Pastor James on Sabbatical May 1st – June 15th,  

and on vacation June 16th – June 30th 

Lena away June 28th: Front Office Closed   

June 16th 

Welcome to Rebecca Moore, Summer Intern! 

My name is Rebecca and I am blessed to be the summer student at Ho-

sanna this year. I am currently studying physics at the University of Al-

berta and I have just completed my first year. I have volunteered in the 

VBS program for the past several years and am looking forward to work-

ing at Hosanna this summer. Music is one of my interests and I play the 

clarinet, the piano, and the recorder. I also enjoy learning languages and 

have learnt some French, German, and Danish. 

mailto:office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
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JUNE 2019 CALENDAR 
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JUNE 2019 VOLUNTEER CHART 
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