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OUR MISSION           

Hosanna Lutheran 

Church equips 

God ’s peop le of  a l l  

ages for  Chr ist ian 

witness and ser-

v ice through wor-

ship,  learn ing,  

fe l lowship and            

spir i tua l  care.  

 

OUR VISION           

Empowered by dy-

namic and crea-

t ive l i turg ica l  Lu-

theran worship,  

Hosanna Lutheran 

Church wi l l  lead 

Edmonton in 

equipping Chr is-

t ians for  sp ir i tua l  

growth and               

serv ice.   

COUNCIL MEMBERS  

STAFF 

WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE 

Dec.1st  1st Sunday of Advent 9am Service of the Word  

11am Holy Communion 

Dec.8th 2nd Sunday of Advent 9am Holy Communion 

11am Service of the Word 

Dec.15th  3rd Sunday of Advent 10am Holy Communion 

Dec.22nd  4th Sunday of Advent 10am Holy Communion 

Dec.24th Christmas Eve 4:30pm Service of the Word 
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Dec.29th  1st Sunday after Christmas 10am Holy Communion 

See last page for the Christmas Season Schedule 
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A  NOTE  FROM  PASTOR  JAMES 

I 
 was privileged this past month to 
attend the fifth annual Global Mis-
sion Consultation in Guatemala. 
This event is organized by the 

ELCA Global Mission unit and happens 
every three years in a different location 
in Latin America. The events are hosted 
in these countries to make it possible 
for all the partners to attend. Many 
would have difficulty securing Visas to 
the US or Canada. It also allows Lu-
theran Churches in host countries an 
opportunity to share about who they 
are and highlight some of their minis-
tries. In total there was about 100 peo-
ple there. I was present, along with 
Bishop Larry, to represent the synod of 
Alberta and the Territories. Our com-
panion synod is Colombia, and our oth-
er North American Partners are the 
synod of South Carolina and SE Minne-
sota.  
 
The major themes of the event were 
Migration and Gender Justice. We also 
heard more about what it means that 
the ELCA has declared itself as a Sanc-
tuary Church. Along with these presen-
tations, we spent time working with our 
companion partners, updating each 
other on our activities and working on 
the next three plan. All in all, it was a 
very full agenda only accomplished be-
cause we put in some very long days.  
 
In Canada, we have come a long way in 
terms of Gender Justice, and we may 
be further along than our partners, be 
we still have work to do. For example, 
we still have congregations that refuse 
to consider female candidates for cler-
gy, and many women clergy still have 
to put up with inappropriate comments 
and actions from there members. It is 
genuinely shocking to hear the stories 
from some of our (US and Canadian) 
women clergy about how they are 
sometimes treated. Women clergy in 
Latin American countries face even 
more significant barriers as many of 
these cultures are still male-dominated 
(machismo) and see women as lesser 
than men. One of our project goals is 
to support and encourage female 
church workers in Colombia (both cler-
gy and lay). 
 
In terms of migration, we tend to see 
this as an issue primarily limited to 

northern migration focused on the 
southern US border. This is because we 
hear all kinds of news stories about the 
border wall and illegal immigrants of 
drug dealers and rapists. These stories 
greatly distort the actual situation and 
are filled with misinformation and dis-
information – much of which is politi-
cally and/or racially motivated. Migra-
tion actually flows in all directions. Co-
lombia, for example, as a result of the 
political situation (and resultant eco-
nomic crisis) in Venezuela, has had mil-
lions of refugees flowing over its bor-
der. Some have stayed, and others 
have continued through to other coun-
tries, perhaps where they might have a 
friend or relative who can assist them.  
 
Some of the other realities are that 
close to 99% of migrants fall into the 
category of forced migration. They are 
not migrating simply for economic op-
portunity, but rather because they see 
themselves as having no other option. 
Another thing we learned is that the 
greatest percentage of migrants are 
women and children, often fleeing vio-
lence (domestic or otherwise). A large 
number of them also incur significant 
debt to make the journey, one they 
have no hope of repaying if they are 
not successful, which can lead to situa-
tions in which they are essentially en-
slaved by their lenders (or agents 
thereof). For many of them, migration 
turns into human trafficking, which 
compounds there already difficult cir-
cumstances. As a result, they are ripe 
for extortion and exploitation. The po-
litical situation in the US is only making 
this situation worse. 
 
One of the things you often hear people 
say is “they (migrants) should just fol-
low the rules and do it legally,” the 
problem is that what they are doing is, 
in fact, the legal way to do it. It is al-
most the only way for many of these 
people to come to the US, and their 
laws have special restrictions for peo-
ple coming from Central American 
countries. This is the way it has been 
for a very long time, the laws have not 
changed, but policy has shifted, which 
is exacerbating the situation. Many mi-
grants show up at the border, have 
their documents, or other forms of 
proof (like phones) confiscated, 
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then when they are ready to appear be-
fore the authorities, have no proof of 
their claim – and no way to get it – so 
they are deported. There are many 
such problems at the border, and an 
officer’s ability to use discretion has 
been essentially eliminated, so the 
problem grows. 
 
Finally, we also heard something about 
the ELCA’s declaration to be a sanctu-
ary church. Once again, there is much 
misinformation about this statement. 
Essentially, as it is a national level doc-
ument, it doesn ’t require any local 
church to participate (although many 
have – or already were). It does com-
mit the ELCA to study the issue and 
make a report to the next convention. 
It was also pointed out that sanctuary 
is only a temporary solution and does 
not change the situation. It may allow 
time for documents and evidence to be 
gathered or a change in policy to occur, 
but it is not a permanent solution, only 
a temporary reprieve.  
 
This is just a short summary of some of 
what we covered during this event. It 

underscores, for me at least, the im-
portance of these meetings and the re-
lationships we have with our Latin 
American brothers and sisters. We 
learn much when we walk with them, 
not only about their situations but also 
about ours and how they ultimately are 
more linked than we ever imagined.  
 
Blessings on your Advent preparations.  
 
Pastor James 
 

Our Colombia Global Mission Partners….. 



5 

A Note from Pastor Anna on Advent and Christmas 

H 
ow many of us love the 
Advent and Christmas 
seasons? The prepar-
ing. The baking. The 

decorating. The shopping. The 
Christmas movies. The Christ-
mas tree. The giving and re-
ceiving of gifts – either hand-
made or store bought. The 

FOOD. There is much to be thankful for 
when everything is going well and according 
to plan – or at least the plan the Hallmark 
channel tells us is desirable.  

But not everyone experiences the Advent 
and Christmas seasons this way. For some 
Christmas is a time of stress, anxiety, or 
loss. For every perfect family Christmas 
there are those among us who will be alone 
or surrounded by stress or hardship. For 
every expensive gift there are those who 
struggle to make, or do, something special 
for those that are special to them. For some, 
Christmas is the time when the loss of a 
loved one is sharper and fresher than at al-
most any other time of the year.  

The first Christmas was nothing like Christ-
mas is imagined to be today. It was a 
scared, young, mom and dad having their 
very first child alone in a stable, in a city 
they didn’t know, because a government 
told them they had to leave their homes and 
go. It was Angels appearing to the shep-
herds in their fields and driving them to go 
to Bethlehem and find this new family. It 
was Mary holding dear all the things people 
said about how and what her child would 
become.  

The original Christmas was a time of dark-

ness and uncertainty. It was the time of God 
drawing near when Mary and Joseph were at 
their lowest. It was the Shepherds feeling 
drawn to go find this new family and share 
the good news they had heard.  

So, no matter what your Advent and Christ-
mas seasons will bring to your life, know 
that this is a time when we celebrate the 
drawing near of God to those who are low-
est, or are at their lowest. That God will re-
joice with you if you rejoice but will stay 
with you in the dark and unfamiliar places if 
that is where you find yourself. This season 
you are not alone because God draws near, 
and because at Hosanna you have a place 
where you are welcome to come and join in 
celebrating the season, not with extrava-
gance, but with quiet peace and joy which 
are gifts from God.  

If this season finds you low, know that you 
are not alone. If this season finds you 
stressed, draw near to God who gives gifts 
abundantly – even if they aren’t the gifts 
like others might give. If this season finds 
you grieving, you can place your trust in 
God who knows what it is to grieve. In the 
dark and the uncertainty, listen again for 
the voice of the angels telling the story of 
God’s Son born among us, to offer hope 
amid all human challenge and suffering.  

No matter what type of Advent and Christ-
mas seasons you have this year, I hope you 
know you have community here at Hosanna 
and a God who loves us all enough to give 
God’s only Son, that we might see light in 
the darkness and have hope in a God who is 
with us.     Pastor Anna  

Thi s  month I  
would  l i ke to 
say thank you 
to Hosanna ’s 
Worship  and 
Musi c  Commit-
tee.  This  com-
mi ttee i s  made 
up of  5  dedi -
cated church 
members and 3 
members of  

Hosanna ’s sta f f .  Together we look 
at  the themes and season of  the 
church year,  the lect i onary texts,  
and the specia l  fest i val  Sundays 

and then the Committee helps to 
designate l i turgy,  hymns,  and l i tur-
g i ca l  art  whi ch  wi l l  enhance our 
worship  together.  Thi s  group works 
hard to br ing to l i fe ,  i n  word,  art ,  
and song,  the stor ies  of  God ’s peo-
ple and our l i ves together.  They 
help br ing to l i fe  to the colour,  joy,  
and l ivel iness of  our worship  of  God 
at  Hosanna –  so I  want  to take the 
t ime to say thank you to each of  
them, for  what  they br ing and con-
t r i bute,  and for  thei r  passion in our 
work together.   

Pastor Anna’s Thank You for November!  
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HOSANNA YOUTH UPDATE!  

Youth committee: 
The Youth Committee most recently met on 
November 20 to work on planning for winter 
and spring youth events. Our next commit-
tee meeting is currently set for March 4, 
2020. If any congregation members or par-
ents/guardians of youth are interested in 
joining this important vision and planning 
group, please speak with Pastor Anna or 
Kirstin Veugelers.  

Confirmation: 
Confirmation classes dates to note, begin-
ning on December 11 we will take a break 
over the remaining Advent and Christmas 
season. Confirmation classes will resume on 
January 8, 2020 meeting at church 
from 4:15-5:30pm on Wednesday after-
noons.  

We continue studying the Creeds, the 10 
Commandments, Discipleship, Jesus, other 
beliefs, and some “tough” faith questions. 
Our time together is marked by relationship 
building, prayer, learning, and laughter. A 
huge thank you to all the parents, siblings, 
and grandparents helping with transporta-
tion.   

Hosanna Youth Group:  
Hosanna Youth welcomes any youth, in 
grades 7-12, who wish to participate in fel-
lowship, education, service, and fun at 
church. All events are also open to friends, 
please just RSVP so that organizers can be 
prepared. Youth events happen on dates 
stated below or in the email blasts. The 
most up to date information goes out by 
email from Kirstin Veugelers, and if you 
wish to receive these emails or participate 
in youth at Hosanna please speak to her or 
Pastor Anna.  

Are you excited for CLAY 2020? We Are!  
Are you a youth, finished grade 8, or at 
least 14 years old, who is interested in 
meeting, worshiping with, getting to 
know other Christian youths? If you 
are, then you should consider join-
ing us En-Route to CLAY 2020.  
While we often focus on the destina-
tion life is all about the journey. We 
are all on a journey. Maybe that 
sounds cliché, but it’s true. Our sto-
ries are unfinished, works in pro-
gress – we are En Route! And our 
journey causes us to ask some big 
questions along the way: Who am I? Where 
do I come from? Where am I going? Where 
do I belong? 

Jesus was on a journey too: a journey that 
led him up mountain passes and down wil-
derness trails, from the Jordan River to the 

streets of Jerusalem. En Route to-
gether, we’ll explore the paths that 
Jesus travelled, and perhaps learn 
more about our own journey along 
the way. Because Jesus isn’t just 
waiting around for us to arrive at 
our final destination. Jesus meets us 
on the road. 
You can check out the CLAY Gather-
ing website at claygathering.ca or 
speak to any of your youth leaders 

(Pastor Anna, Krystle or Helena) for more 
information. We hope you want to join us on 
this awesome journey!  

Looking ahead to the December and 
January youth events:  

 

Friday December 13, 6:30pm- 10am 
Saturday: Youth Christmas Sleepover. 
This returning favorite event will feature a 
rehearsal for Sunday’s service, Christmas 
tree decorating, games, snacks and movie, 
sleepover and breakfast. You will need to 
bring your sleepover stuff for camping out 
overnight! If you can’t stay over but still 
want to participate in the other activities 
you are welcome. Please RSVP for this 
event to Pastor Anna by Dec. 11, to ensure 
we are prepared.  

Sunday December 15, 10am: Sunday 
School and Youth Advent Sunday. 
Come help lead in worship by participating 
in the Sunday School and Youth Sunday 
Service. Even if you can’t make the re-
hearsal please join us Sunday morning.  

Saturday January 18, 7-9pm, please 
join your youth leaders for an evening of 
Skating at Hawrelak Park. Hot chocolate will 
be provided and friends and family are wel-
come to join us for this fun winter activity. 
We will meet up at the shelter by the lake 
and then decide where the best skating will 
be for the evening! Please RSVP to Pastor 
Anna no latter than Jan 16.  

Saturday February 8, 7-9pm, is our an-
nual BEACH PARTY! Come out for warm 
weather, fruity drinks, the pool filled and 
awesome games. Youth are encouraged to 
dress up and bring a tropical snack to 
share. RSVP’s are due to Krystle no latter 
than Feb 5 for planning purposes.  
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MINISTRY AT THE WATER-
FORD OF SUMMERLEA 

Youth Fundraising Fall 2019 
A HUGE thank you to our Hosanna Community for your generous 
support. Thanks to Hosanna member’s love of chocolate and gift 
cards Hosanna youth raised ~$1100 towards the cost of youth 
programing and the 2020 CLAY trip to Calgary. We could not run 
this program without the support of the congregation and so we 
are deeply grateful for all you do to support our awesome youth.  

Sanctuary Mental Health 
and Faith Course contin-
ues to meet from 6:30-
8pm on Tuesday eve-
nings. Specific dates are 
available on the church 

calendar as the schedule becomes more flex-
ible over the advent and Christmas seasons. 
Together we listen, learn, and share conver-
sation about mental health and the place and 
role of faith and the people of faith to re-
spond to these challenges which are all 
around us. A special thank you to those who 
are participating in this group for the re-
markable openness and care being ex-
pressed in our discussions. We are blessed to 
journey together!  

Hosanna is continuing our monthly ministry 
of worship services at the Waterford of 
Summerlea, on the third Thursday of each 
month, at 3:30pm. Upcoming dates De-
cember 19, January 16, and February 20, 
2020.  

Hosanna is going to host the yearly Blue 
Christmas Service on December 16, at 1pm 
in the Blarney Room. This service is for an-
yone who has loved or lost someone in the 
last year, with a special focus on those who 
have passed away who call the Waterford 
home. Come out to say goodbye and to 
remember that Christmas is not always a 
season of smiles but also a season of loss.  

Have you enjoyed our beautiful 
Jessie Tree? What is a Jesse tree 
you ask? I t is a tree decorated 
with symbols portraying the spir-
itual heritage of Jesus. It is the 
kind of family tree that was sug-
gested by Isaiah’s prophecy: “A 
shoot shall come out from the 
stump of Jesse” (Isaiah 11:1). 
Each week we place a symbol, 
based on the Bible story of the 
Sunday, on the tree to show our 
journey together. We are cele-
brating the family of God in all its 
shapes, forms, and times through 
our use of the Jesse tree.  

The beautiful tree, created by 
Sonja Carmichael and Kari Heise, hangs on the south 
wall of our sanctuary and the symbol upon it highlight 
the themes from scripture, including: God Creates Fami-
ly, Responding to God’s Love, God’s Way of Leading, 
and Our Sin, God’s Faithfulness. We are tracing God’s 
calling and creating a family tree from the first humans 
to the promise of God’s Son.  

Watch for our Jessie Tree to be transformed again dur-
ing the Advent Season! 

A NOTE FROM W&M COMMITTEE ON THE JESSE TREE 

Contemporary Images used to 
connect to God’s story:  
 
Garden – Genesis 2 (Sept. 8) 
Sarah’s Miracle – Genesis 18 
(Sept. 15) 
Wrestlers – Genesis 32 
(Sept. 22) 
Burning Bush – Exodus 1, 3 
(Sept. 29) 
Heart Tree – Deuteronomy 5, 
6 (Oct. 6) 
Refugee Camp – Ruth 1 (Oct. 
13) 
Anointing Oil – 2 Samuel 5, 
6 (Oct. 20) 
Wall – 1 Kings 12 (Oct. 27) 
Fire from Heaven – 1 Kings 18 
(Nov. 3) 
Father with Child – Hosea 
11 (Nov. 10) 
The Vineyard – Isaiah 5 and 
11 (Nov 17) 
The Scroll – 2 Kings 22 (Nov 
24) 

SANCTUARY COURSE 
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 
During the season 
of Advent the 
Narrative Lection-
ary readings fo-
cus on the theme 
“Promises Made, 
Promises Kept” 
before moving in-
to readings from 
the Gospel of 
Mark until just 
after Easter. 

Throughout the fall we have been add-
ing images based on the lessons read 
in worship each week to our Jesse tree 
hanging on the wall in the sanctuary. 
The contemporary images remind us of 
the connections between God ’s people, 
God’s Son and ourselves.  

“A shoot shall come out from the stump 
of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out 
of his roots.” (Isaiah 11:1) 

 

On the third Sunday of Advent, the 
Sunday School and youth, along with 
the choir, invite you to a 
cross+generational worship service 
once again focusing on the image of 
the Jesse tree. In this program, we re-
turn to our biblical roots, this time re-
counting the stories tracing the lineage 
of Jesus from Adam and Eve through 
the birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
We’ll hear the story of God ’s plan of 
salvation for humans, beginning with 
creation and continuing through the Old 
Testament stories to the coming of the 
Messiah. The stories and prophecies re-
vealed to us through the biblical sym-
bols of the Jesse tree can help us un-
derstand the true meaning of Advent. 

Join us for this worship service, includ-
ing communion, on Sunday, December 
15th at 10:00. (There will be no 9:00 or 
11:00 worship that day.) 

Prayer Partners 

At our Prayer Partner event 
on Reformation Sunday at the 
end of October, we played a 
rollicking game of Refor-
mation Bingo, colored Luther 
Roses and decorated (and 
ate!) Luther Rose cookies. 
It’s so nice to see how much 
fun both the adults and chil-

dren have when they get together!  Be-
sides praying for your partner (and 
their family) over the Advent/Christmas 
season, it might be nice to also remem-
ber them with a card, a candy cane, or 
a small homemade gift to show them 
that you are thinking of them.   

 

Adult Forum 

Sunday, December 1 – Indigenous 
Relations Update – Join Buzz Robinson 
and Pastor James for a follow-up on the 
recommendations of the Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission.  

 

Thursday Morning Bible Study  

This study continues on Thursday 
mornings at 10:00 am. After the study 
(and lunch!) on December 12 th, the 

group will take a Christmas recess, re-
suming on January 9 th. If you have not 
been part of this group this year, con-
sider checking it out in the New Year – 
there’s great discussion, a lot of laugh-
ter and no homework!  Copies of the 
study we are using are available above 
the black counter if you would like to 
take a look or if you have to miss a 
day. 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

Women ’s Bible Study will meet for a 
Christmas get together on Friday, De-
cember 15th at 7:30 a t  the  home o f  
Carol Chrapko (18431 – 91 Avenue, 
phone 780-487-0368). Please bring a 
short devotion to share with the group. 
All women are welcome even if you 
haven’t been able to join us before! 
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COMING UP IN  THE NEW YEAR….. 

Advent Activity Day - Sunday, December 1, 10:00 – Noon 

We have a special extended class this day devoted to preparing for the Advent/
Christmas program - rehearsing the readings for the program and then inviting 

parents to join as we make Jesse tree ornaments for our worship.   

 

Rehearsal – Sunday, December 8, 10:00 – 11:00 am 

Don’t miss this rehearsal for the Advent/Christmas Program during                      
regular Education time. 

 

Advent/Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal  

Friday, December 13, 6:30 – 8:00pm 

Please make every effort to attend this important final rehearsal of the Advent/
Christmas program.  We need everyone there so that our program will run 

smoothly! Don ’t forget to wear your pajamas! Following Sunday ’s program, Sun-
day School will take a Christmas break, resuming classes on January 12 th. 

 

Epiphany Party – Friday, January 3, 5:30 – 8:30 

Mark your calendars for the return of the Hosanna Epiphany Party 
on Friday, January 3 rd, 2020, in the Social Room.  A “Faith and Fun” 

event for the whole family (meaning your Hosanna family!) with 
food, fun and fellowship followed by a short worship time to end 
the evening.  In the spirit of sharing the light of Christ with oth-

ers, we encourage everyone to invite a friend or family                                 
to join in the fun! 

IMPORTANT DATES COMING UP... 
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NOTES FROM YOUR COUNCIL 

FINANCE 
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December—the month of celebrations and 
family gatherings. We encourage you to join 
our Hosanna family for the decades-long 
tradition of Hosanna’s Family Christmas. 
We’re trying something new and are hoping 
that time together mid-day will be popular 
on these dark winter days: same day, dif-
ferent time. Look for the poster here in the 
newsletter. 

At Council’s November meeting, the Finance 
Committee reported that our income is not 
quite meeting the needs of our expenses. 
Do remember us on your Christmas gift list 
this year, and we can once again make ends 
meet. 

Congregation Meeting dates have been 
set:  
Pre-Annual Meeting—
Jan.19th, 2020 
Annual General Meeting—
Feb.9th, 2020 

Mark your calendars in order 
to join us in decision-making on behalf of 
the congregation. 

Council thanks you for your support and 
prayers throughout the year. We continue 

to pray for our congregation and for our 
spiritual growth and service in West Edmon-
ton. May the seasons of Advent, Christmas, 
and Epiphany bless all of us with wisdom 
and strength. 

In a time when the synod (and the wider 
church) is facing an acute clergy shortage, 
we are grateful for the presence and gifts of 
Pr. James and Pr. Anna. With the rest of the 
staff—Sonja, Lena, Marg, Kari, and Cam—
we are truly blessed. We encourage you to 
thank them personally this season. 

Christmas blessings, 

Margaret Sadler, on behalf of your congre-
gational council: Helen Bowden, Gary Cor-
rigal, Marlene Grinde, Rick Hernder, Ray 
Janke, Sonja Myroon, Don Newsom, Karen 
Peitsch, Liz Tanti, Peder Vinge, and Pastor 
James 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE 

No Room in  the  Inn i s  b a s e d  o n  
the story of  Mary and Joseph,  
forced to take refuge in  a  stable 
because there was nowhere el se for  
them to stay.  Each Chri stmas,  
churches and indiv idual s  f rom sev-
eral  denominat i ons join  together as 
part  of  the No Room in the Inn min-
i s t ry  to provide f inancia l  support  to 
a  provider of  housing to the home-
less or  those at  r i sk  i n the Edmon-
ton Capi ta l  Region. The No Room in 
the Inn  c a m p a i g n  i s  m a d e  p o s s i -
b le by the Edmonton and Di st r i ct  
Counci l  of  Churches,  formed in  
1941 as a  fel lowship  of  Chri s t ian  
churches l i v ing out Jesus ’  prayer:  
“ that  they a l l  may be one…so that  
the world  may bel ieve you have 
sent  me.” (John 17:21)   

 

ABT Synod i s  represented on the 
Edmonton and  Distr ic t  Counci l  
of  Churches  b y  F a i t h  
Nostbakken and on the No Room in 
the Inn  c o m m i t t e e  b y  M a r g a r e t  
Sadler .  

 

No Room in  the  Inn h a s  c h o s e n  
the Sage Seniors Safe House for  i t s 
2019 fundrai s ing campaign.  Funds 

ra i sed during th is  year ’s campaign 
wi l l  a l low Sage to create dedicated 
c l i ent  servi ce areas and insta l l  ac-
cess ib l e shower faci l i t i es in  i t s  Sen-
iors  Safe House,  whi ch  of fers  ref-
uge to older adul ts experi encing el -
der abuse.  

 

No Room in  the  Inn b r o c h u r e s ,  
expla in ing the campaign and how to 
contr ibute,  are avai lable on the 
b lack counter.  Your donat i ons can 
be included in  the of fer ing p late.  

 

 

CLWR ’s  

“Gifts  f rom the 

Heart”  catalogues 

are now on the  

Black Counter.   

You can also order  

onl ine at:   

c lwr.org/GFTH  
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FAMILY CHRISTMAS 
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THE WIDER CHURCH 

December 2019 Message for  

Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders  

 

Leaders Dear Beloved of God – 

May grace and peace be yours in 

abundance (I Peter 1:2a). 

Hanging in my office is the beautiful 

image of Our Lady of Guadalupe, al-

so known as the Virgin of Guada-

lupe. The image is a reproduction of 

an original painting by a Roman 

Catholic Priest, Father Salvador, who 

my wife, Cathy, and I, and several 

other adults visited in 2001 in the 

community he served in the Parish of 

the Holy Spirit and St. Mary of Gua-

dalupe in Ecatepec, Mexico. 

According to tradition, an indigenous 

peasant, Juan Diego, had a vision of 

the Virgin in 1531. As he was walk-

ing among the hills, he heard a song 

which sounded like birds singing - a 

song soft and beautiful. He won-

dered if he was dreaming but he fol-

lowed the sound and was met by the 

Virgin Mary who appeared to Juan 

Diego as she does in the painting - 

as an indigenous woman dressed in 

royal garments. She spoke to him in 

his native tongue calling his name 

and asking him to go to the bishop 

and tell him to have a shrine built in 

her honor on the place where she 

had appeared to Juan Diego. He 

went to the bishop and with great 

difficulty was finally able to see the 

bishop who responded with great 

skepticism to Juan Diego’s request. 

The Virgin appeared a second time 

and Juan Diego begged the Virgin to 

send someone more important. “I 

am insignificant,” he said, “a piece of 

rope, the last rung of a ladder.” She 

responded, “My child, the smallest, 

the least, I send you. I have many 

messengers, but I have chosen you.” 

She said that she wanted a building 

to be erected where she could show 

and give love, compassion, help and 

defense to the inhabitants of the 

land; a place where people could lis-

ten and find solutions to their miser-

ies, pain and sufferings. The bishop 

responded to Juan Diego insisting 

that he needed a sign. 

A third time the Virgin appeared to 

Juan Diego this time asking him to 

collect roses which were nearby 

(very rare flowers not grown in the 

area) and to take them to the bishop 

as a sign. Juan Diego gathered the 

roses in his cloak and when he 

opened his cloak to show the bishop, 

out fell the flowers and imprinted on 
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 his cloak was the image of the Vir-

gin. The bishop immediately fell to 

his knees and asked Juan Diego for 

forgiveness at not having listened to 

him. A church was built on the site 

where the Virgin had appeared and 

today, on this site, hangs the cloak 

and its image of the Virgin in the Ba-

silica of Our Lady of Guadalupe - a 

worship site visited by more people 

each year than the Vatican in Rome. 

One of the things that intrigued me 

about this story is that from the 

margins - the fringe - of his world, 

Juan Diego, an indigenous Mexican, 

was prodded awake by God’s pres-

ence in the world through the ap-

pearances of Mary. Like many before 

him, Juan Diego was a reluctant 

prophet begging the Virgin to entrust 

the mission to someone of im-

portance. But she would not take no 

for an answer, and Juan Diego’s 

awakening to his mission would pre-

cipitate the awakening of all of Mexi-

co to God’s love through Christ. 

As we journey this Advent and 

Christmas season, listen carefully - 

listen closely to how often God will 

chose someone on the margins to 

carry an important word: Mary - who 

gave birth to the Savior of the world; 

Zechariah - who, serving in the tem-

ple, is unable to speak until his son 

John the Baptist was born; Elizabeth 

- who gave birth to the one who 

would prepare the way for the Messi-

ah - John the Baptist; and shepherds 

in the field - who were chosen to 

welcome and announce the birth of 

Jesus. 

 

This Advent - this Christmas - listen carefully - listen closely - for God at 

work through the poor, the lowly, those on the outside, those on the edge 

and then ask the very Lutheran question: “what does this mean?” 

 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 

may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13). 

 

In Christ Jesus – Shalom, 

+Larry 

 

The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop Synod of Alberta and the Territo-

ries Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
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PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS 

Prayer is one of the best and easiest ways we can communicate                               

with God, for ourselves and for others.  

Those who 
have been ill, 
at home or in 
hospital, and 
have asked 
for our public 

prayers:  Michael Newsom (Don 
Newsom), Clara Jonsson (Anna 
Thede), Mercedes R, (Marlene 
Chapman), Brandon R., (Marlene 
Chapman),  Pauline Gibson (self-
requested), Darlene Anderson 
(Gladys Hansen), James Sloan 
(Marlene Chapman), Chelsea 
Sloan (Marlene Chapman), Owen 
Wiig (Pr. Anna), Scott Brown (Pr. 
Anna), Jean Freund (Hendricksen 
Family), Stephanie B., Sebastian 
B., Ted B., Sharon B., Jonathan 
B., Dwayne B., Marc B. (by Marc 
B.), Barb Clausen (Rodina 
Couling), Eric Lange (Pr. Anna), 
Dorothy Ropchan (Joyce Snell), 
John Sims (self-requested), Emily 
Stebner (Pr. Anna), Lynn Kitchen 
(Carole Hernder), Irene Erickson 
(Judy), Dale Grinde (Marlene 
Grinde), Marvin Seifert (Shirley 
Seifert) 

To request 
confidential 
prayer f o r  
yourself or for 
others, contact 
our Prayer Chain 
Leader:  Del Ben-
nett at 780-

487-4062. If you are interested 
in being a part of the Prayer 
Chain, or finding out more about 
it, contact Del. 

DECEMBER BAPTISM  

ANNIVERSARIES 

02 Amanda Morra 
02 Sue Querengesser 
02 Dayton Yarde 
06 Gil Benedictson 
07 Ursula Buller 
07 Ray Janke 
07 Hayleigh Leadbetter 
12 Viola Hagan 
13 Dave Leeson 
13 Matthew Leeson 
15 Maureen King 
15 Ursula Nyenhuis 
19 Teryl Deib 
19 Terrie Schaerer 
20 Benjamin Degaust 
20 Ralph Trippel 
23 Mitchell Hurst 
24 Dennis Heise 
25 Carl Betke 
25 Barry Lyall 
26 Colleen Jahns 
26 Heidi Robinson 
26 Len Stengel 
27 Irene Kubinski 
28 Helena Hendricksen 
28 Pam Mount 
28 Toby Robinson 
29 Kelly Hansen 
29 Cossette Massa 
30 Heidi Bowler 

Congratulations  to  

Lennox Les l i e  Vinge ,  on his  

bapti sm on November 3 ,  2019 .   

Parents :  Peder Vinge and 

Nal le ly  Alcocer  Gui lhoux.   

Sponsors :  Matthew Oliver  and 

Kate  Ol iver .   
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Marion Armistice Hushagen 

November 11, 1922 – September 17, 2019 

THANK YOU FOR CARING AND SERVING 

As a car ing and serv ing min istry,   

vo lunteers from Hosanna prov ide a recept ion lunch  

fo l lowing a funera l  serv ice  at  the church.   

I f  you are not  al ready a vo l-

unteer he lp ing provide such 

funera l  recept ion lunches,  

please cons ider becoming in-

vo lved in th is  v i ta l  min is try.  

There are a var iety o f  tasks,  

one or  more of  which could 

certa in ly f i t  anyone ’s abi l i ty,  

both men and women. Each 

task takes about two hours 

(e.g.  preparat ion,  serv ing,  

c lean up),  and the work is  a l-

ways so much eas ier  when 

there are enough he lpers  to  

share the load.   I f  there are 

any quest ions about th is  ser-

v ice or  to  vo lunteer,  please 

contact  the church office or  

speak to one of  the current  

crew capta ins: Johanna Borle 

and Karen Moore.  

Thank you to the following people for 

serving at the luncheon  

after the service for  

Marion Hushagen 

on November 9 2019:  

Co-Captains/Set-up:  

Karen Moore (and Shopper),  

Johanna Borle 

 

Prep: 

Martha Ropchan, Vi Bowdige,  

Emma Black 

Servers: 

Louise Rau 

Clean-up: 

Pat Bowman, Karen Peitsch  

Phoner:  

Karen Moore  

 

Our thanks to Cam Terry for setting 

up all the tables and chairs and put-

ting them away.  

 

You are a blessing to the congrega-

tion, and especially to the family 

who has lost a loved one. THANK 

YOU.  
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COMMUNICATIONS 

You can stay current on what’s happening at Hosanna each Sunday by 

subscribing to the e-bulletin Hosanna Happenings that goes out each 

Thursday, along with a listing of the volunteers serving in the worship 

services on the coming Sunday. If you would like to join the distribution 

list, please contact Lena at office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca.  

 

Church Office Closed: 

Dec.25th, Christmas Day  

Dec.26th, Boxing Day 

Jan.1st, New Year’s Day 

mailto:office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
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DECEMBER 2019 CALENDAR 
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DECEMBER 2019 VOLUNTEER CHART 
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CHRISTMAS SEASON SCHEDULE 


