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WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE 

OUR COUNCIL MEMBERS  

OUR STAFF OUR MISSION           

Hosanna Lutheran Church 

equips God’s people of all ages 

for Christian witness and service 

through worship, learning,            

fellowship and spiritual care. 

 

OUR VISION           

Empowered by dynamic and 

creative liturgical Lutheran                      

worship, Hosanna Lutheran 

Church will lead Edmonton in 

equipping Christians for spiritual 

growth and service.  

March 2 Ash Wednesday 7pm Service  

March 6 1st Sunday in Lent 10am Service of the Word 

March 13 2nd Sunday in Lent 10am Service of the Word 

March 20 3rd Sunday in Lent 10am Service of the Word 

March 27 4th Sunday in Lent 10am Holy Communion 

HOSANNA LUTHERAN CHURCH  9009-163 St.  T5R 2N8 
780-484-3932  office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

www.hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

Rev. Dr. James Hendricksen, Senior Pastor  

pastorjames@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

In case of emergency, call (H) 780-430-9835 or (Cell) 780-222-5451 

Rev. Anna Thede, Assistant Pastor 

pastoranna@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

In case of emergency, call (Cell) 780 -405-7840 

Sonja Carmichael Di rector  o f  Educat ion & Fami l y Min is t r ies   

sonja@hosannalutheran.ab.ca 

Kari Heise Organ is t / Accompan is t     

Lena Nikolic Of f ice Admin is t rato r                                                       

office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca   

Isabela Ramos Choir/ Handbell Director isabela@hosannalutheran.ab.ca 

Sam Robinson A/V Tech sam@hosannalutheran.ab .ca 

Cameron Terry Outdoor  Cus tod ian  

Lorelei Campbell, Care, Fellowship 780-439-0939 

Gary Corrigal, Vice-Chair – Personnel, Communication 780-619-2212 

Rick Hernder, Treasurer - Personnel, Finance 780-483-1505 

Karen Peitsch, Capital Development, Property 780-484-2714 

Margaret Sadler, Chair – Personnel, Social Justice 780-435-3025 

Cindy Schriner, Education 780-233-7816 

Liz Tanti, Secretary – Personnel, Stewardship 780-452-2806 

Nina Tanti, Youth 780-619-3031 

Colleen Vogel, Worship & Music 780-484-1425 

7pm ONLINE Wednesday Lenten Services 

March, 9, 16, 23, 30, April 6, & 13 

mailto:isabela@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
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THE PASTOR’S PAGE: UPDATE ON COVID PROTOCOLS 

W ell, it is time for another COVID protocol update. 
As you are aware, the Government of Alberta 

has begun relaxing COVID restrictions, and further re-
ductions are expected in the weeks to come. These 
changes have created a bit of a dilemma for us at Ho-
sanna as we try to navigate the pandemic. 

There is no doubt that we are all sick and tired of the 
pandemic and the restriction it has placed on our lives. 
We would all like it to be over and done with so things 
could go back to “normal,” however, we also know that 
pandemics don’t end simply because we are tired of 
them.  

The staff, executive, and council have all discussed the 
situation and agreed on how we will proceed. We feel 
that the lifting of these restrictions, at least in our con-
text, are premature and will not contribute to the safety 
and well-being of the congregation. As such, the exist-
ing policies will remain in place for at least the next 
month. 

Council, along with the staff, will continue to monitor the 
situation and make changes to our policy as appropri-
ate. In addition, as has been the case since the begin-
ning of the pandemic, we will regularly re-evaluate the 
situation and make adjustments as necessary. 

The good news is that the numbers seem to be coming 
down, although hospitalizations remain high. One of 
the current challenges in evaluating the numbers is that 
the testing protocols have changed so way fewer peo-
ple are being tested, which presents potentially mis-
leading results, at least when comparing them to previ-
ous waves. Hospitalizations are probably a better 
measure at this point, although they track behind the 
infections and are often slower to drop. Wastewater 
samples are also showing a decrease in the presence 
of COVID; however, they are still higher than the pre-
fifth-wave levels. We are cautiously optimistic we are 
past the peak and heading into better territory. 

One of the other factors we are watching is the BA.2 
variant that has now established itself in Canada. There 
are some hopeful indicators in the early data that show 
that although it is growing, it may not develop into a 
sixth wave. There appears to be protection provided by 
vaccines and previous Omicron infections. If this pat-
tern holds (and that is certainly not yet established), we 

may be moving into an endemic situation requiring dif-
ferent treatment.  

Clearly, we are not done with COVID, or maybe more 
correctly, COVID is not done with us. There are possi-
bilities for other variants to arise, so we continue to be 
cautious. The World Health Organization urges caution 
against opening up too quickly, as they note, it will be 
much harder to reimpose these restrictions if they are 
lifted too soon. Countries such as Denmark, which lifted 
restrictions early, are now experiencing a resurgence of 
COVID, the extent of which is not yet known. Even with 
the declining infections, we must remember that people 
are also still dying or experiencing long-Covid symp-
toms, so despite what some would have you believe, 
COVID is still a serious threat, especially to those who 
can’t (or choose not to) be vaccinated. Vaccines and 
boosters remain an important part of ending the pan-
demic. In other hopeful news, some of the newly devel-
oped treatments seem to be somewhat effective in 
reducing the severity of the disease, which is also 
promising. 

We will also seek your input into this process once the 
data clearly shows that the situation is safer. We dis-
cussed a survey or something similar but decided to 
wait to see how people feel after living with the 
changed restrictions for a while. Returning to whatever 
will become the new “normal” will require some 
“relearning” of how to feel comfortable in groups and in 
closer contact. This will also take some time. 

So, in a nutshell, things will remain the same for at least 
the next month or so. We will continue to evaluate the 
conditions and will work to accommodate new condi-
tions, always with the safety of our stakeholders as a 
primary concern. People will always be welcome to 
wear masks and keep distance, even if our policy re-
quiring them changes. We will keep you apprised of 
changes and seek your input (in various ways) as we 
move forward.  

I wish we could be clearer about the future, but realisti-
cally we can’t be more specific at this point. Knowing 
this, it is good to recall the words of Jeremiah, which 
seem unusually appropriate at this time. Stay safe and 
stay healthy. 

Pastor James 

Jeremiah 29:11-13 (New International Version) 

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans 
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future. Then you will call on me and come and pray to 
me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me 
when you seek me with all your heart. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah%2029:11-13&version=NIV
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR ANNA ON PRAYER 

T his week the confir-
mation class at Ho-

sanna began studying 
the Lord’s Prayer. As part 
of our discussion about prayer I asked: “how 
often do you pray?” The confirmands looked 
at each other and said, almost at the same 
time: “only with you during confirmation class 
each week.” And I felt like a failure as their 
pastor and teacher. How could it be that the 
only time of the week our youth pray is at con-
firmation class?? But then I started thinking 
about it, and I know they pray more often than 
that. We pray when the youth group gathers. 
They pray when they attend worship with their 
families every week. So, I gave them a chal-
lenge: try praying, at least once every day for 
the next week, and I will ask you about it when 
we next gather for class.  

Now I’m wondering about all our other Hosan-
na members: How often do you pray? What 
do you pray for? How do you know if your 
prayer is being answered or not?  

Prayer is an important part of the life of any 
Christian. It is sometimes described as “a con-
versation with God.” Prayer can be about 
thanking God, praising God, or asking God for 
help for yourself or others. Prayer can be pri-
vate or public, long or short, out loud, in your 
head, or in your heart. Sometimes prayer is 
about gratitude, and other times the haunting 
and unfathomable questions of “why?” There 
is no right or wrong way to pray, what matters 
is that you do it. We have a perfect example of 
how to pray in the Lord’s prayer and can al-
ways use these familiar words to connect to 
God. Yet Jesus also taught us that we are al-
lowed to speak to God as a parent, so we 
don’t always have to use the same words, we 
are just encouraged to have these conversa-
tions.  

At Hosanna there are several ways we prac-
tice prayer together. First, we pray together in 
worship. We pray a prayer of the day, we pray 
with the children during children’s time, we 
pray together for the church, the world, and all 
those in need during the prayers of interces-
sion, an offering prayer, and we pray the 
Lord’s Prayer in every service. Corporate 
prayer, where we all pray together is a uniting 
part of our worship experiences. We know we 

are not alone, and we 
raise our voices together 
in many kinds of prayer. 

Hosanna also offers certain types of private 
prayer: the prayer list and the prayer chain. At 
Hosanna we maintain, and update, a prayer 
list. This is a list of people who have asked our 
whole community to pray for them. This list is 
printed each week in the Sunday bulletin as 
part of the prayers of intercession. This same 
list is also available in the Hosanna Happen-
ings and includes the name of person who 
requested the prayer – this name can be 
found in brackets following each name. We 
provide this information in case you ever want 
more information about someone whom we 
are praying for; now you can ask the person 
who put them on the prayer list.  

We also have a specialized prayer ministry: 
the prayer chain. This is a group of dedicated 
Hosanna individuals who have signed up to 
pray for others. When you, or someone you 
care for, needs prayer you can ask Del Bennet 
(coordinator) or myself to put a prayer through 
the prayer chain. We will help you create a 
prayer request that best matches the need for 
prayer and then we will ask those who partici-
pate in this ministry to pray. The prayer will be 
passed through the phone tree of names and 
those who are called this ministry will pray for 
whomever and whatever we have asked them. 
This is a wonderful way to receive prayer if 
you do not wish for your concerns to be wider 
known. Additionally, we are currently seeking 
more members to join the prayer chain, to 
share their hearts, minds, and prayers for oth-
ers. If you think you could contribute to this 
ministry, please speak with Del or myself.  

It is hard to exaggerate the power and im-
portance of prayer in the life of a Christian. In 
March we will enter the season of Lent, a time 
of prayer, fasting, and reflecting. So, this 
month I challenge you as I challenged the 
confirmands: pray. Each day, set time aside 
and pray. You don’t need special words, but if 
you ever find yourself without words or sighs 
remember: we have the words of Jesus that 
teach us to pray: our Lord’s Prayer.  

Blessings as you pray. - Pastor Anna  



5 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC 

Thank you W&M Commit-
tee! - This month I would 
like to say THANK YOU to 

Hosanna’s Worship and Music Com-
mittee. They generously gave of their time to 
help with the upcoming Lent liturgical art under 
the direction of Kari Heise. The help, hands, 
and conversation of this committee are most 
appreciated. Thank you for helping make our 
worship space richer by engaging more of our 
senses and brining to 3-D life the vision for a 
lent filled with discernment.  

Hosanna’s 
monthly wor-
ship service 
with Holy Com-
munion continues at The Waterford of Sum-
merlea. We meet in the first floor gathering 
space on the third Thursday of every month at 
3:30pm. Our next gathering is Thursday 
March 17th. Thank you to volunteer pianist 
Emily Stebner for her leadership and partici-
pation in these services either live or through 
pre-recorded music.  

A Note from Worship and Music                       
for Lent 2022 
 
As we begin the month of March we enter the 
season of Lent. The Lenten season has a 
special focus on worship, with mid-week Len-
ten services available online at 7pm each 
week, and weekly worship available in the 
blended format at 10am on Sunday mornings. 
You can check out our livestream at: 
www.bit.ly/HosannaEdmonton and bulletins 
are available weekly on the Hosanna website 
www.hosannalutheran.ab.ca . Lent begins on 
Ash Wednesday and you are invited to join 
us in-person or online at 7pm on March 2 for 
this service. 
 
Our Sunday worship services in the month of 
March will follow the Service of the Word for-
mat from the ELW (Evangelical Lutheran Wor-
ship), and Wednesday evening Lenten ser-
vices will feature Holden’s Evening Prayer. 
For those wishing to join us in-person Ho-
sanna’s COVID-19 protocols remain in place, 
as noted in Pastor James’s March newsletter 
article. Holy Communion will be offered on 
Sunday March 27, and you are invited to 
join us in-person or from home. Home com-
munion supplies are available at Hosanna; 
please just stop at the office to indicate you 
wish for home Communion supplies.  
 
During the season of lent you will experience 
several special features in our worship at Ho-
sanna: First, a special liturgical art installation, 
created by Hosanna’s talented Kari Heise and 
the Worship and Music committee. Second, 
join us in playing “Wordle” as a special inter-

active part of our worship together. Third, spe-
cial music and hymns chosen for the season 
will be a feature in our worship.  
 
A big thank you to all those who continue to 
serve as volunteers during our worship ser-
vices, and to Lois Flakstad and Johanna Borle 
for coordinating readers. We are a deeper, 
richer, fuller community because so many of 
you are willing to help lead and participate. If 
you would like to volunteer in worship please 
speak with Pastor Anna and we will find a task 
suited to whatever you feel called to share. 
God gives us a multitude of gifts and talents 
and sharing them as we praise God on Sun-
days (and everyday) is one of the ways we 
say thank you for our gifts.  
 
A note, the Hosanna Worship and Music com-
mittee will next meet on Monday March 28 at 
7pm via zoom. If you have an interest in the 
planning, visioning, and possibilities that are 
part of worship at Hosanna please speak with 
Pastor Anna or Colleen Vogel (Council rep) 
about joining this committee.  

 

http://www.bit.ly/HosannaEdmonton
http://www.hosannalutheran.ab.ca
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HOSANNA YOUTH UPDATE!  

HOSANNA COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 

Thank you to all our Community Connections (CC) group leaders for 
attending a meeting on Sunday February 27. Pastor Anna and the 
planning team appreciate your time and attention as we seek feed-
back about your initial outreach and as we plan for possibilities going 
forward. CC group members should anticipate a call or card during 
the Lenten season. Please know that we care about you, that hearing 
from you is important to us, and that this ministry is intended to help 
create connections within the Hosanna community. If you have ques-
tions about this ministry please speak with Pastor Anna.  

Hosanna Youth  
Hosanna Youth Group has much to look for-
ward to! Youth is open to everyone in Jr. High 
or High School, Hosanna members and 
friends. Our upcoming events include:  

 Saturday March 19, 7:00-9:00 PM – 
Games night! Gather together at Hosan-
na for an evening of games. Please bring 
a snack and your water bottle. Games will 
be provided.  

 Saturday April 9, 4:00-5:30 PM – Join us 
for an afternoon with Easter Egg Decorat-
ing. Youth are invited to bring hard-
boiled eggs to Hosanna to decorate them 
for Easter. We will provide the decorating 
supplies, you just need to bring your eggs 
and some creativity!  

Dates to be marked on your calendar going 
forward include: Saturday May 15, 4:00-5:30 
PM and June 4. Details for these events 
will be made available closer to the date.  

As a note: at any indoor youth events, we will 
continue to implement the current Hosanna 
COVID safety precautions as per Hosanna 

Council's decision to continue in these practic-
es a while longer. We will let you know when 
the precautions change. 

CLAY (Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth) 
Gathering 
Please note that CLAY 2022 has been post-
poned until August 2023. Based on feedback 
received from congregations across the coun-
try, the planning committee decided that Au-
gust 2022 was too soon for this event. Learn 
more about this decision at https://
claygathering.ca/ 

 
Hosanna Youth Committee 
The Youth Committee would like to welcome 
two new members, Jabe B., our new youth 
representative on the committee, and Nina 
Tanti our new Council liaison. We are very 
glad to have Jabe’s passion for youth ministry 
and voice on the committee, and welcome Ni-
na to her new council/committee position. 
Continuing youth committee members are 
Kirstin Veugelers (Chair/Secretary), Helena 
Hendricksen, Christ Terry (youth event lead-
er), and Pastor Anna. Our next committee 
meeting is Monday May 16, at 7pm.  

Confirmation Classes  
Confirmation class continues to meet on Tues-
days from 5-6pm via zoom. Our study of the 
10 Commandments has concluded and we 
continue our study by turning our attention to 
the Lord’s Prayer – remember you need your 
Luther’s Small Catechism for part of our study-
ing. A thank you to our confirmands for their 
ongoing willingness to learn, share, read, pray 
and be community together. You are a bless-
ing and a highlight of my week, every week! – 
Pastor Anna  

 

https://claygathering.ca/
https://claygathering.ca/
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NOTES FROM YOUR COUNCIL 

COUNCIL:  

Our first meeting with the “new” Hosanna church council was held on Wednesday, 

February 16. While many faces remain the same, we joyfully and thankfully received 

the news that Nina Tanti has agreed to join us at the virtual table. WELCOME NINA!  

There have been no changes to the previous executive. Margaret Sadler was re-

elected as Chair, Gary Corrigal as Vice-Chair, Liz Tanti as Secretary and Rick Hernder 

as Treasurer. Other council members have chosen to remain with their current liaison 

positions and Nina will choose her liaison position at our next meeting.  

Have you ever considered joining council yourself but were afraid to speak up? Why 

not join us as a guest at an upcoming meeting and find out for yourself what we are all 

about. Kind of like a test-drive. We meet by Zoom on the 3
rd

 Wednesday of every 

month. Speak to Pastor James about having the Zoom details emailed to you. We’d 

love to see you! 

COVID 19:  

While the provincial government is planning on lifting all mask and proof of vaccination 

requirements, your Hosanna Council has agreed that the health and safety of all of us 

is too important to risk moving forward too quickly. As a result, we have agreed that no 

changes to current policies will be made until the end of March at which time we will 

review the situation again. We love to see you at worship, but we ask that you be pa-

tient a while longer and keep observing our current protocols. 

VISIONING:  

What are the things you miss the most about being unable to attend services and con-

gregational programs and events? And, conversely, what things have you found en-

richment in? These are some of the questions that council is pondering, and we would 

like your input. Please feel free to reach out to any council member with your ideas and 

comments. 

BYLAWS:  

The proposed changes to our bylaws were not passed as presented at the February 

13
th
 AGM. As a result, for the next 30 days, we are calling for written submissions to 

the bylaws – with rationale – which Council will consider for inclusion. Please see Lore-

lei Campbell for more details 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Cindy Schriner 

On behalf of Hosanna Church Council 
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CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 

P roposed Changes to Hosanna ’s Con-
gregational Constitution and Bylaws:  

Invitation to Congregational Members:  

At our regular council meeting this past 
Wednesday, Church Council decided on 
a process to move our Draft Constitution 
and Bylaws forward, in response to feed-
back from our Annual Congregational 
Meeting.   

We greatly appreciate the interest shown 
in this process and would like to invite 
members of the congregation to submit 
their comments and any proposed re-
visions to the draft in writing.  

We would like to discuss the changes at 
our next Council meeting, so we are ask-
ing those of you who would like to com-
ment on the draft constitution to have 
your comments in to the Hosanna Office 
by Sunday March 13 th.  The draft Con-
stitution, along with the current constitu-
tion and the Model Constitution frame-
work provided by the National Church, 
will be posted on the Hosanna Website 
for you to compare and contrast. 

If you are proposing a change to the 
draft, please include your rational for the 
change in your written submission .  

We will consider the changes and pro-
vide a revised document for the consider-
ation by the congregation after our March 
16th meeting.  

We will then proceed with the necessary 
Constitutional provisions for formally 
adopting our new constitution.  

Our Proposed Constitution and Bylaw 
Journey: 

You may be wondering why Church 
Council has embarked on this path to 
modify the Constitution and Bylaws at 
this time. The journey began in February 
of 2021, with the election of our new 
Congregational Council. Under the cur-
rent Constitution and Bylaws, Council 
members are limited to a position on 
Council for a maximum of two 3-year 
terms. In addition, Council saw the need 
to ensure that the Congregational Treas-

urer was a voting member of council. Our 
current Treasurer had already served two 
3-year terms, and was ineligible to serve 
on Council as a voting member under the 
current Constitution.  

On further examination of the Constitu-
tion and Bylaws, we discovered that the 
current 2014 Constitution should undergo 
an overhaul. The question for Council 
was “How do we embark on this Constitu-
tional/Bylaw overhaul?”. 

We are fortunate in this task. Since the 
adoption of our current (2014) Congrega-
tional Constitution, the ELCIC has devel-
oped a “Model Constitution and Bylaws 
for Congregations” document, which pro-
vides a framework to aid in the develop-
ment of congregational Constitutions and 
Bylaws. This tool proved invaluable to 
the draft process. We compared and con-
trasted what we currently have in our 
Constitution and Bylaws with the draft 
document. 

As a Council we carefully examined three 
major components of our Constitutional 
redraft.  

 the wording of our current Constitu-
tion. We compared our current consti-
tutional wording with that of the Model 
Constitution and, in the vast majority 
of cases, adopted the wording of the 
Model Constitution.  

  the structure of our 2014 Constitu-
tion/Bylaws. Based on guidance from 
the Model Constitution, we re-
allocated those articles which were 
better suited to the Bylaw section of 
our governance document.  

 The streamlining our Governance 
Documents. We examined Articles 
and sections of our current Constitu-
tion and Bylaws that were better suit-
ed for other documents or outdated. 
These articles would be more appro-
priately contained in Ministerial Call 
Letters, job descriptions or were out-
dated. The Model Constitution was 
invaluable for identifying these areas.  
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FINANCE 
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That brings us to the changes in the pro-
posed Constitution: 

Here are some highlights of those pro-
posed changes:  

 The Constitution of Hosanna Lutheran 
Church will be streamlined to include 
Article I- Our official name; Article II 
Confession of Faith and Article III 
Purpose and Objectives. (As stipulat-
ed in the Model Constitution frame-
work)  

 All other portions of the governance 
document have been re-allocated to 
the Bylaws of the Congregation. (In 
keeping with the structure of the Mod-
el Constitution). 

 The elected position of Congregation-
al Treasurer is automatically part of 
Church Council, with no term limit.  

 With respect to the Article VII pertain-
ing to the Office of the Ministry (2014 
Constitution), it is found in Part V of 

the proposed Bylaw. Council deemed 
these more appropriate for the Minis-
terial Call letter.  

 Part VIII -Duties of the Congregation-
al Council and Other Congregational 
Officers – This portion in the pro-
posed Bylaws varies from the Model 
Constitution wording, as the duties of 
the Treasurer and Financial Secretary 
are unique to Hosanna and required 
special attention, not noted in the 
Model Constitution.  

Please review the draft Constitution and 
Bylaws. For your ease of comparison, we 
have included the Model Constitution and 
the existing (2014) Constitution and By-
laws, along with the proposed Constitu-
tion and Bylaws, on the Hosanna Web-
site.  We look forward to your  com-
ments and suggested changes, along 
with your rationale for those modifica-
tions by March 13. Thank you so much 
for your interest in this important pro-
cess.  
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 

SHROVE TUESDAY, also 
known as Fat Tuesday, 
Mardi Gras or Pancake Day, 
this year is on March 1. 
Since we are still not gather-
ing for events involving food, 

you are encouraged to take part in this faith 
tradition at home again this year. Originating 
during the Middle Ages, eating pancakes on 
the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday came 
about as a way to use up restricted items such 
as milk, fats and eggs  before the season of 
Lent began.  

ASH WEDNESDAY marks the beginning of 
Lent and is a solemn reminder of human mor-
tality and the need for reconciliation with God. 
Join us for a service (in person or online) 

where we will be marked with the sign of the 
cross in ashes as we “remember that you are 
dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School continues to meet most Sun-
days by Zoom. Families take turns leading the 
lesson each week and have been very crea-
tive in presenting the material – not only 
online, but also to a wide age range! We’ve all 
been learning together! Plans are in the works 
for another Palm Sunday presentation during 
worship. 

ADULT FORUM 
Watch for publicity on forthcoming sessions 
still under development! 

BIBLE STUDIES  

Thursday Morning Bible Study continues 
to meet each Thursday morning at 10:00am 
by Zoom.  If you want to gain some insight 
into the lesson for the upcoming Sunday and 
have some fun and fellowship at the same 
time, we’d love to have you join in and try it 
out! Contact Sonja to be placed on the email 
list to receive a reminder with Zoom link and 
weekly study materials. 

Women’s Bible Study for March will be on 
Thursday, March 10, 7:30pm by Zoom. We 
will be starting a new 8 session study called 
Gratitude: Giving Thanks in Life’s Ups and 
Downs. Please contact Sonja if you are inter-
ested and not already on her email list.  

Here’s a summary of the book:  

In the busyness and challenges of daily 
life, it's easy to put showing gratitude 
low on our priority list. Yet Scripture 
continually reveals how important grati-
tude is for God's people―in good times 
and bad. In this eight-session 
LifeGuide® Bible study, Dale and Sandy 
Larsen help us explore how giving 
thanks reminds us of what God has 
done, reorients us around God's grace, 
and helps us enjoy good gifts instead of 
taking them for granted. Drawing from 
both the Old and New Testaments, Grat-
itude encourages us to grow in trust and 
joy as we hold tight to God's goodness 
in life's ups and downs.  

WORSHIP/DEVOTIONAL SPACE AT HOME 

Each season of the church year we like to 
update our worship space with creative 
liturgical art. Whether we worship in per-
son or virtually, the visuals help us experi-
ence the theme of the season through 
image and colour.  You might like to set 
up a special worship space in your home 
to reflect what you see in our sanctuary or 
portray your own feelings about the sea-

son or your faith in general. For Lent, you 
might wish to include a purple cloth to repre-
sent royalty and a time of waiting, a candle as 

a reminder of God’s presence, a cross, a 
Bible and/or devotional book – and of course 
some room for your computer or other device 
if you connect to the livestream! 

Devotional material is available on the 
Black Counter (Christ in our Home or Eternity 
Today) as well as a basket with Lenten fo-
cused booklets. We also have a good selec-
tion of devotional and inspirational books in 
the Social Room library if you’d like to stop by 
the church and have a look. Plan to take some 
time each day in Lent for a Christ-centred de-
votion.   
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SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Refugee Support News 

Saruro has her flight booked! 

As reported earlier, we applied to co-sponsor Saruro 
Mohamed Ali five years ago. Her son and our 
friend Kalif, along with his three sisters and their fami-
lies — already permanent residents and citizens set-
tled in Edmonton — have waited a long time for her 
arrival. We are so pleased that her flight is booked 

from Nairobi to Edmonton, through Amsterdam and 
Calgary, for 23–24 March 2022. 

In the meantime, we are working with Kalif and his 
sisters on one more sponsorship project: Kalif’s 
brother Abdiwali Bashir Ahmed and his family. All the 
forms have been submitted and approved. The wait-
ing begins again. 

Margaret Sadler, Chair, Refugee Support Group 
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WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE COMMON GOOD? 

Whatever Happened to the Common Good 

Margaret F. Sadler | Editor-in-Chief, news&views 

When did the individual become more important than the community? At what point in our his-
tory did individual rights and freedoms appear to trump our sense of community and the com-
mon good? North American culture prioritizes the individual, in which each of us is king or 
queen — we deserve so much! I encountered the other extreme in communal Japan where 
“the nail that sticks out gets pounded down.” Ouch. Neither self-centeredness nor fear of draw-
ing attention to oneself grasps what so many Africa cultures embrace in the concept of ubuntu. 
I learned this word in Namibia, which roughly translates as “I am because we are” — acknowl-
edging a universal bond in “a person is a person through other people.”  

As we know, democracy extends beyond voting. Democracy exists when each citizen has 
equal rights and corresponding responsibilities, including responsibilities to the whole. In a re-
cent series, Nahlah Ayed on CBC’s Ideas asks, “Whatever happened to the common good?” 
Series titles include “The common good: What do we owe each other,” “The limits of us,” 
“What is common and what is good?” Surely Canada has held a strong sense of the im-
portance of the common good. But have we drifted away from recognizing that we are respon-
sible for each other? 

I’m reminded of the entertaining TED talks by Swedish physician Hans Rosling, in particular 
one entitled “How not to be ignorant about the world.” Hans and his son Ola illustrate how we 
naturally interpret the world as being worse than it is. If only we can realize that most things in 
the world are improving (e.g., more education for girls, less death from disease and natural 
disasters); that the majority of the world’s population is in the middle range of income (rather 
than there being a void between poor and rich); that social development (education, health, 
housing) is more important than wealth development and must come first; that the media cover 
rare dangers (shark attacks, suicide bombers) rather than common place issues (poverty, cli-
mate change).  

An email list called “Reasons to be Cheerful” sends weekly reminders to me of good things 
that are happening around the world in the fields of climate, culture, science and technology, 
and civic engagement, among others. Examples of achievements and progress bring attention 
to how we do work together for the common good. 

So what does this have to do with connecting? By reminding us that there are more people to 
trust than to fear, we become more aware of our interconnectedness. 

Life is good. If we act out of that realization, our attitudes change. We improve our lives and 
the lives of everyone else. We draw nearer to the universal bond of ubuntu.  

mfs 

Your life and my life flow into each other as wave flows into wave,  
and unless there is peace and joy and freedom for you,  

there can be no real peace or joy or freedom for me.  
— Frederick Buechner 

 

 

Originally published in the Winter 2021 issue of news&views, the magazine of the Alberta Retired Teachers’ Association. 
youtube.com/watch?v=Sm5xF-UYgdg 
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THE WIDER CHURCH 

March 2022 Message for  

Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders  



14 

Those who have been i l l ,  a t  
home or  in  hospital ,  and have 
asked for  our  publ ic  prayers:    

 
Barry Coul ing (Ro d i n a 
Coul ing) ,  Saruro and family 
(Margaret  Sadler ) ,  Ed Wende (Al  
Wende),  Don Reydal (Al  Wende),  
George Kubinski ,  ( I r en e K u b i n -
sk i ) ,  Terry Dewhurst (Pat  Beck-
er ) ,  Dar lene Brown,  ( Mar g  Mi l -
ler )  Chelsea Sloan (James 
Sloan) ,  Don Vinge (Peder  Vinge) ,  
Gerry Landro (So n j a  Car m i -
chael) ,  Don Sjoberg (Pr .  An n a) ,  
Tammy Massa  (Pr.  James) ,  Mil-
l ie Dofka (s el f - requested) ,  Dale 
Grinde (Mar l en e Gr i n d e) ,  Emi ly 
Stebner  (Pr.  Anna ) ,  Wes Baines  
(Rodina Coul ing ) ,  Dave Tate  
(Mar i lyn Bel la ) ,  Bob Ri tz  (Ray 
Janke ) ,  Edith Preiksai t is  (Pat  
Becker ) ,  Hi lda Lindae  (sel f -
requested ) ,  Gordon Landro  
(Sonja Carmichael ) ,  Al  Wende  
(sel f - requested ) ,  Owen Wiig  (Pr.  
Anna ) ,  John Sims  (sel f -
requested )  

02 Tom Kieren  
04 Addison Pohl  
04 Car ter  Pohl  
08 Louise Rau  
10 Jef f rey Benedictson  
10 Anja Broatch  
11 Rober t  Mi l ler  
11 Kaiden Nicho lson  
12 Greg Al lan  
14 Kassidy Pohl  
17 Monika Betke  
17 Keir  Campbel l  
18 Kathy Hougham  
19 Ben Olsen  
20 Al lyss ia Jackson  
23 Amal ia Massa  
23 Jul i  Z inken  
27 W alter  Massa  

PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS 

To request confidential prayer 
for yourself or for others, contact 
our Prayer Chain Leader:                          
Del Bennett at 780-487-4062.  

If you are interested in being a 
part of the Prayer Chain, or find-

ing out more about it, contact Del.  

MARCH BAPTISM  

ANNIVERSARIES 

Marvin Herbert Seifert 

August  28, 1935 – February  3, 2022 

Eric John Lange 

September 8, 1923—February 12, 2022 

Leonard Phillip Baron 

September 20, 1932—February 4, 2022 
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You can stay current on what ’s happening at 

Hosanna each Sunday by subscribing to the     

e-bulletin HOSANNA HAPPENINGS that goes 

out each Thursday, along with a listing of the            

volunteers serving in the worship services on 

the coming Sunday. If you would like to join the 

distribution list, please contact  Lena at                                          

office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

Still getting a paper copy of the monthly 

Newsletter? Spread the word—you can 

sign up to get it by email!  

You can also access the PDF version 

on our website: 

www.hosannalutheran.ab.ca 

 

HAPPY  

mailto:office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
http://www.hosannaluthera.ab.ca
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MARCH 2021 CALENDAR 


