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OUR MISSION           

Hosanna Lutheran Church 

equips God’s people of all 

ages for Christian witness 

and service through worship, 

learning, fellowship and  

spiritual care. 

 

OUR VISION           

Empowered by dynamic and 

creative liturgical Lutheran 

worship, Hosanna Lutheran 

Church will lead Edmonton 

in equipping Christians for 

spiritual growth and service.  COUNCIL MEMBERS  

STAFF 

WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE 

Sept.6 14th Sunday after Pentecost 10am Worship & Livestream 

Sept.13 15th Sunday after Pentecost 10am Worship & Livestream 

Sept.20 16th Sunday after Pentecost 10am Worship & Livestream 

Sept.27 17th Sunday after Pentecost 10am Worship & Livestream 

HOSANNA LUTHERAN CHURCH  9009-163 St.  T5R 2N8 
780-484-3932  office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

www.hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

Rev. Dr. James Hendricksen, Senior Pastor  

pastorjames@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

In case of emergency, call (H) 780-430-9835 or (Cell) 780-222-5451 

Rev. Anna Thede, Assistant Pastor  

pastoranna@hosannalutheran.ab.ca 

In case of emergency, call (Cell) 780-405-7840 

Sonja Carmichael Dir ector  of Educat ion & Family Minist r ies  

sonja@hosannalutheran.ab.ca 

Kari Heise Or ganist / Accompanist     

Lena Nikolic Ad minist r a t ive Secr etar y                                                      

office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca   

Cameron Terry Outdoor  Custodian  

 

Helen Bowden, Youth, 780-757-4501 

Gary Corrigal, Vice-Chair – Personnel, Education 780-463-9018 

Rick Hernder, Tr easur er , Per sonnel - Finance  780-483-1505 

Ray Janke, Stewar dship 780-244-3815 

Don Newsom, Car e 780-456-5242 

Karen Peitsch, Capita l Develop ment , Pr oper ty  

Margaret Sadler, Chair , Personnel – Social Justice 780-435-3025 

Liz Tanti,  Secr et ar y—Worship & Music, I Have An Idea  780-452-2806 

Peder Vinge, Communicat ions 780-455-7530   
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THE PASTOR’S PAGE 

S o, welcome back? I  use a ques-
tion mark because, this September 

will be like none before it, and hopefully, 
none after it. COVID-19 has forced us to 
adapt, at least in the short term, like 
never before. One of the ongoing chal-
lenges that we face is that things are 
constantly changing and that leaves as 
significant amount of uncertainty and 
unease – which makes us all uncomfort-
able (and maybe even a bit grouchy). 
The pandemic and the restrictions it has 
imposed, has both brought out the best 
and the worst in some people. We have 
seen some incredible acts of kindness 
and concern, and we have seen some 
really poor behavior from others.  

 

Some of you have been asking, what 
does all of this mean for the 
church and our programs? I 
would like to share with you 
what that means now (on 
September 1st as I write this), 
but know that it might 
change again in the near fu-
ture if conditions change. We 
have plans, but we are well 
aware that they can, and 
probably will, need to change 
as we move forward. Given 
that caveat, here is some of 
what we have planned for the 
fall. 

 

We will continue with one service 
on Sunday morning at 10:00 am. 
You can attend this service in person, as 
long as you are willing to abide by the 
protocols (wear a mask, social distance, 
no singing, etc.). If you plan to attend 
you need to register in advance so we 
know we have enough seating. Our 
Sanctuary has been reconfigured for to 
make this easier, but we fit far fewer 
people than before. This service will be 
livestreamed and recorded so it can be 
viewed later as well. We know that the 
livestream takes a while to appear as a 
regular file after the service on Sun-
day’s, there is nothing we can do about 

this as YouTube is responsible for this 
process and we have no control over 
when it happens. It is possible to find 
the service earlier, but there are several 
steps. We will try to post a link to Face-
book shortly after the service which will 
take you to the service. 

 

Sunday school will happen by Zoom at 
11:00-ish following the service. We are 
hoping to bring back Adult Forum as 
well; it will also be offered on Zoom (or 
in person if you are at the church). We 
are hoping to have about one forum a 
month; details are still being worked 
out, so stay tuned for more information. 
Bible study will be offered (at least to 
start) in a mixed format - bring your 
mask if you are coming in person. Wom-

en’s Bible Study is also 
planned for this format - 
more information is available 
from Sonja’s report. Other 
programs will also be coming, 
so stay tuned for more infor-
mation about what might be 
offered; as well, if you would 
have an idea for a program or 
topic, let us know and we will 
see what we can do. 

 

This is some of what we ex-
pect to be doing this fall, although, as 
we all know, this too can change de-
pending on conditions. Given that cave-
at, it is important for us to continue to 
do at least some of what we normally 
do, even if we are doing it in a new or 
modified way. We are doing our best to 
try to find ways to adapt to the virus, 
not simply waiting it out. Some of our 
programs will remain on hold (anything 
involving food for example), but others 
will go ahead. Our ministry is not shut 
down, our work is not done, we are 
simply adapting to our circumstances, 
which can be uncomfortable – but also 
fun.  
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I also want to take a few moments to 
talk about our mental health during the 
pandemic. COVID-19 has created an in-
credible amount of uncertainty for eve-
ryone (although some more than oth-
ers). This, coupled with raised levels of 
fear, anxiety, and risk (not to mention 
political and civil unrest) – at that same 
time as compounded losses 
(community, mobility, jobs, travel, etc.) 
has created a perfect storm for anxiety, 
stress and depression. As humans we 
aren’t always that good at dealing with 
uncertainty, but there are some things 
you can do to help.  

First is to recognize and acknowledge 
that at least some of how you are feel-
ing is related to the uncertainty of the 
situation, and second, is to remind 
yourself that the outcome of uncertainty 
is not always bad. We have a bad habit 
of often imaging the worst when dealing 
with the unknown, it rarely turns out as 
bad as we imagine it might. We need to 
live in the present, deal with what is re-
al, and take steps to reduce our anxiety 
and stress levels – which can include 
asking for some help.  

 

 

If you are interested, here 
is a link to a website that is 
helpful in this area: https://
www.helpguide.org/articles/
anxiety/dealing-with-
uncertainty.htm  We also have some 
copies of the article available on the 
Black Counter at the church if you would 
like a printed copy. 

 

And so here we go, into another pro-
gramming year together, even if it 
might be very different from previous 
ones. We go, knowing that our work is 
not yet finished, that God is not yet fin-
ished, and that we still have work to do. 
May you feel God’s presence as we em-
bark on the next part of our journey to-
gether.  

 

Blessings, 

Pastor James 

Dealing with Uncertainty During 

the Coronavirus Pandemic 

https://www.helpguide.org/articles/anxiety/dealing-with-uncertainty.htm
https://www.helpguide.org/articles/anxiety/dealing-with-uncertainty.htm
https://www.helpguide.org/articles/anxiety/dealing-with-uncertainty.htm
https://www.helpguide.org/articles/anxiety/dealing-with-uncertainty.htm
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A Note from Pastor Anna: Are You Excited for Fall?  

S o, how are you feeling about fall? 
What thoughts have you wondering? In 

many years September feels like the begin-
ning of something new: kids go back to 
school, programs start again, committees 
resume meeting at church. This year feels a 
bit more like a big question mark. None of 
us ever really know what fall will bring, but 
this year that fact has been highlight for 
many of us. We are unsure what we should 
plan, what groups are safe to meet in per-
son or should meet online. What affect kids 
going back to school will have on the pan-
demic. We are all wondering 
about what fall will bring.  

And that’s ok. It is ok for us to 
make plans, while recognizing 
that, if necessary, they will 
change. It is ok for us to be un-
sure about booking any commit-
ments too far in advance. It is ok 
if we are tired from living amid the constant 
state of uncertainty. It is ok if we are excit-
ed for fall too! 

This is what we are learning: that while 
2020 has not gone as anyone could have 
possibly imagined, we have walked this path 
together as people of God. We are blessed 
to belong to a God who walks with us no 
matter where our path takes us. We have a 
Savior, in Jesus who understands human 
uncertainty. The Holy Spirit offers us help, 
peace, and inspiration when we need it – 

even during a pandemic. Plus, we have seen 
the value of caring for everyone in our com-
munity. We do it by wearing masks, wash-
ing our hands, respecting social distancing, 
and yet still being community together.  

One challenge we will face this fall as a 
church is: how do we continue to form, build 
and be community together in ways that 
keep one another safe? We will all have to 
work at being connected, because its im-
portant. We are made to live in relation-
ships. God created us this way, this interde-

pendent way, for the betterment 
of us and the world around us. As 
we at Hosanna work to figure out 
how we can safely gather, either 
in person or online, we ask for 
your help and support. For your 
love and your care, as we try to 
figure out what fall at Hosanna 
looks like and involves. Keep your 

eyes on your emails and know you can al-
ways give us a call as we love to hear from 
you.  

Keep in mind: its ok to be excited, its ok to 
be afraid. We are in this together, and God 
is walking with us as we try to answer the 
call to be community together, engaged in 
ministry reflecting God’s light to the world. 

Take care, stay safe and stay well.  

Pastor Anna  

Pastor Anna’s Thank You for September!  

I want to say a special thank you to                     
Sam Robinson for his time spent w ith us 
this summer as our intern. Sam has many skills 
including a willing spirit and a servant heart. He 
has skills with video production, editing, and 
livestreaming. He was willing to learn and open 
to being silly when the ministry calls for it. When 
he was being Sam I Am he actively engaged in 
both the learning and the fun. When he was vid-
eoing others, he was kind and calm in the midst 
of the chaos of creating something special to 
help in our worship together. Sam, all the staff 
appreciated your time, talents, and patience as 
you worked with us this summer. Thank you for 
being a part of the Hosanna team!  
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Care Committee 

 
We would like to begin by thanking 

everyone w ho  con t r ibu ted  the i r  

time, talents, and energy to participat-

ing in worship together over the sum-

mer. Each of you brought joy to our 

community by being a part of our wor-

ship together. Our skits, litanies, pray-

ers, and music contributors each 

brought their own special part to our 

lives together. You are appreciated. 

Thank you.  

As we begin for 

September 

please know we 

will still need 

many volun-

teers so if you 

would like to 

participate 

please speak 

with Pastor An-

na. This year 

fall is bringing us back to the Luke cy-

cle in the Narrative Lectionary. The key 

theme for September will be Promise 

Made, Promises Broken and will fo-

cus on the history of God with God ’s 

people. Covenants, agreements with 

promises being made on both sides, 

were made – and then broken by God ’s 

human creations, yet God never loses 

faith and always reaches out again. We 

will focus on the stories of Adam and 

Eve, God’s promises to Abraham, and 

Joseph.  

Worship Services for September will be 

created using a mix of videos, live, and 

livestreamed content available at 10am 

on Sunday mornings. If you wish to 

join us in person you would be most 

welcome! Please call the office between 

9am-3pm (Monday-Friday) to sign up 

to join us. If you wish to attend wor-

ship in person know there are some 

guidelines from Alberta Health Services 

(AHS) including: mask wearing, hand 

sanitizing, and social distancing. For 

more specific information on this please 

check out Hosanna’s website where a 

full list of current practices is available. 

Please put on your calendar that on 

Sunday September 27 we will celebrate 

together around the Lord ’s table with 

Holy Communion, either in the building 

or by livestream.  

We look forward to our worship togeth-

er and to seeing what changes Septem-

ber will bring. 

A thank you to  the Hosanna Care  

Committee members:  D e l  B ,  U r s u l a  

B,  Marcus B,  Barry and Rodina C,  

Joyce M,  and Don N,  for  thei r  ongoing 

mini st ry  of  reaching out  to others in  

God ’s name and as a  presence of  Ho-

sanna in  the communi ty.  What  you do 

matters,  just  as you matter!   

A quick  not ice  that  the September  

Care meet ing wi l l  be  on Tuesday  

September 15,  at  9:30am ,  in  the 

SOCIAL ROOM with soc ia l  d istanc-

ing measures in  ef fect .   

A Note from Worship and Music 
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HOSANNA YOUTH UPDATE!  

The Youth Committee is excited to 

announce a new member:                

Chris Terry has joined Kirstin Veugelers 

(Chair), Krystle Plant, Helena Hendrick-

sen, Helen Bowden (Council rep) and 

Pastor Anna as they work together to 

build and guide the Hosanna youth pro-

gram. The committee met on August 3 

to talk about possibilities for fall 2020. 

It has been decided that until Christ-

mas the youth group will meet once a 

month for an event. These will include 

a mix of outdoor events, socially dis-

tanced indoor events, and online 

events. All information will be commu-

nicated to families of the youth by 

email with specific details closer to the 

events.  

Hosanna Youth met 

performances by the 

CLAY band, drama 

troupe, guest speaker, 

youth from across Can-

ada, and members of 

the National Planning Committee (NPC). 

Our youth then participated together 

for the first time this year on August 22 

to participate in #CLAY Interrupted, an 

online worship, reflection, and prayer 

time hosted by the organizers of CLAY. 

This time featured n a Bible study 

about Joseph, and how his journey was 

nothing like he could have anticipated – 

and how that is like our own journeys.  

Hosanna Youth will next gather on Sat-

urday September 19 for an outdoor ad-

venture at Laurier Park. This will likely 

be an early evening event and specific 

details will come out by email for our 

youth families. Krystle Plant and Chris 

Terry will be the leaders for this event, 

RSVP’s are due to them no later than 

Friday September 18.  

Hosanna’s Youth Forum is preparing to 

launch online. With most members still 

worshiping from home it is our inten-

tion that youth forum be available any-

where you have Zoom. A Zoom link will 

be sent out to youth and leaders with 

the materials being made available by 

email. If you decide to attend church 

and still want to join in forum please 

speak with Pastor Anna.  

Confirmation 

Class are go-

ing to resume 

in September. 

Pastor Anna has reached out to families 

with youth in grades 7, 8 and 9 to find 

a time for this weekly gathering to take 

place. This group will meet in person, 

in the social room to ensure social dis-

tancing can be maintained, for conver-

sation, prayer, fellowship, and this 

year: Bible Study. If you wish to partic-

ipate in Confirmation and Pastor 

Anna has not been in touch, please 

reach out ASAP.  

Confirmation Sunday will be Sunday 

October 25, with more specific details 

available closer to that date. Keep your 

eye on this page in the newsletter and 

in October the 2020 Confirmands will 

write brief biographies about them-

selves and what Confirmation means 

for them so you can get to know our 

confirmands.  
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NOTES FROM YOUR COUNCIL 

 

W elcome to  autumn 
—  a di f ferent  au-

tumn than we ’ re used to,  
but  one in which  the Ho-
sanna communi ty is  more 
important  than ever.  As 
the sta f f  have considered 

what  programming i s  possib l e th i s  
fa l l ,  they have been mindfu l  o f  the 
importance of  maintain ing,  sup-
port ing,  and developing our com-
muni ty.  You ’ l l  see ment ion of  the 
programming in other p laces in  th is  
newslet ter .  We hope you wi l l  jo in  
something on of fer .  In  th i s  way we 
share the care for  each other.   

Of course,  what  supports  the pro-
gramming and the sta f f  are our f i -
nancia l  g i f ts  to the work of  the 
church.  It ’s usual  at  the end of  
summer to be down in  our g iv ings,  
and in  that  way,  th is  year i s  typi -
cal .  So,  your congregat ional  counci l  
reminds you, as we do each year,  
of  the importance of  your f inancia l  
g i f ts  to the l i fe  of  the congregat i on 
and God ’s work in  the world.  The 
F inance Committee i s  fa i th fu l ly  
moni tor ing income and expenses.  
We ask that  you sustain  the income 
part ,  using one of  the three meth-
ods recommended:  PAR,  our mai l -
box,  or  onl ine.  

 

In  th is  very d i f ferent  year,  your 
g i f ts  are part i cu lar ly  important.  
There are b i l l s  to be paid ,  of  
course,  but  there are a l so many 
needs in  the greater  communi ty,  
both  in  Edmonton and in the wider 
wor ld  where the Lutheran church 
reaches out  car ing hands.  

Your counci l  members cont inue to 
meet  monthly  —  by Zoom videocon-
ferencing —  to consider the heal th 
and wel l-being of  the congregat i on 
and our sta f f .  I f  you have any 
quest ions or  concerns,  I  hope you 
wi l l  ta l k to any counci l  member.  
P l ease reach out to each other as 
wel l .  Our communi ty benef i ts  when 
we make opportuni t i es  to ta lk  wi th  
each other.  

Autumn blessings,  

Margaret Sadler ,  Chai r,  on behal f  
o f  Helen Bowden,  Gary Corr i gal ,  
R i ck Hernder,  Ray Janke,  Don New-
som, Karen Pei tsch,  L i z  Tant i ,  and 
Peder Vinge.  

PS:  
You may not i ce that  Marl ene Grinde 
i s  not  l i s ted among us.  Marl ene re-
t i red in June af ter  severa l  terms on 
counci l .  We are gratefu l  for  the 
many years she gave to the congre-
gat ion as a  counci l  member.           
Thank you,  Mar lene!  

OUR SUMMER INTERN 

Thi s  past  
summer I  
had the 
pr i v i lege of  
being Ho-
sanna ’s 
summer in-
tern.  As the 
intern  I  
l earned a 

huge vari ety of  new ski l l s ,  f rom 
cleaning out  a  f reezer to 
l i vest reaming!  I  have always had an 
interest  in  how th ings are run be-
hind the scenes,  whether i t ’s a  
movie or  a  church serv i ce,  and 
through my t ime here I  was rea l ly  
able to focus on that  and real ly  see 
how al l  the p ieces come together.   

 

Help ing Sonja wi th VBS related ac-
t i v i t ies  was probably my favouri te 
part  of  being the intern.  I  was very 
happy to have p layed Sam I am 
during the VBS program th is  year,  
but  my favouri te part  of  i t  was ed-
i t ing a l l  the videos.  Thi s  gave me 
the opportuni ty  to focus on some-
th ing that  I  had al ready enjoyed in 
h igh school  and do i t  in  a  more pro-
fess ional  sett ing.   

Thank you so much to Lena,  Sonja,  
Pastor  James,  Pastor  Anna and Cam 
for  help ing me along the way!  

Sam Robinson  
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FINANCE 

H ow has the pandemic shaped your 
participation in Christian communi-

ty? 
In the summer newsletter we brought you 
the first two questions in a series of five 
asked by Andrew Stephens-Rennie, the Van-
couver-based Anglican in an article recom-
mended by Synod. Council thought they 
were worth sharing for everyone’s personal 
reflection. Here are two more questions 
from Stephens-Rennie’s series. 
 
Question 3: How has the pandemic shaped 
your participation in Christian community? 

 How often did you connect with other 
members of the church community out-
side of Sunday Services before the pan-
demic? (2+ Times Per Day, Daily, Sever-
al Times Per Week, Weekly, Occasional-
ly, Rarely, Never) 

 How often do you connect with other 
members of the church community out-
side of Sunday Services now? (2+ Times 
Per Day, Daily, Several Times Per Week, 
Weekly, Occasionally, Rarely, Never) 

 How would you describe the effect of the 
pandemic on your participation in Chris-
tian community?                                                                                    

Question 4: How  has the pandemic 
shaped your willingness to speak with 
friends, neighbours, and acquaintances, 
about Christian faith or spiritual matters? 

 How often did you speak with others 
about your Christian faith, or spiritual 
matters before the pandemic? (2+ Times 
Per Day, Daily, Several Times Per Week, 
Weekly, Occasionally, Rarely, Never) 

 How often do you speak with others 
about Christian faith spiritual matters 
now? (2+ Times Per Day, Daily, Several 
Times Per Week, Weekly, Occasionally, 
Rarely, Never) 

 How would you describe the effect of the 
pandemic on your willingness to speak 
with friends, neighbours, and acquaint-
ances about spiritual matters? 

 
 

$199,549
$208,499

$186,501

$218,076 $220,388 $215,882

2018 2019 2020

Year to Date Income and Expenses
July

CURRENT INCOME CURRENT EXPENSES
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 
Planning for fall programming in the midst        
of a pandemic has been…let me see…
interesting! Other words come to mind as 
well but let’s stick with that. With 
things changing on a daily basis,  
all sorts of scenarios present them-
selves. Will we be able – or is it 
safe – to meet in person? How can 
we keep connected and build rela-
tionships online? Will people come/
participate? One thing that the 
pandemic has done is given us the 
opportunity to rethink how we do 
things and what is important when we think 
about faith formation. One thing that is 

more obvious now than it has been in a long 
time is that home is the foundation of our 
faith and community. How can we be exam-

ples of the faith for those around 
us and encourage them in their 
walk with God? How can we 
strengthen our own faith? 

In these uncertain times, one thing 
is unchanged – God and God’s love 
for us! We need to remember that 
certainty as we learn new ways of 
being church and be patient with 

one another (and technology!) as we move 
into the new educational year ahead. 

Blessing of the Backpacks/Devices 

If you are a craftsman . . . only look at 
your tools, your needle, your thimble, 

your beer barrel, your articles of trade, 
your scales, your measures, and you 

will find this saying written on them . . .  

“My dear, use me toward your neigh-
bor, as you would want him to act to-

ward you with that which is his.” 

From Martin Luther, Weimarer Ausgabe 32, 
pp. 495–496 (The Sermon on the Mount). 

In more “normal” years, we generally mark 
the beginning of the school and fall pro-
gramming year with a blessing of the back-

packs.  We bless the children, youth and 
teachers as they return to school, assuring 
them that God is with them wherever they 
go and reminding us, as Luther professed, to 
use all that is in our backpack to serve and 
bless our neighbours. This year as we 
face uncertainty about where or how 
our schooling will look like, it may be 
more appropriate to have a “blessing 
of the devices” as they are the tools 
that more and more of us are using for 
our education, communication and 
maintaining relationships.  Bring your com-
puters, phones and other devices to church 
on Sunday September 13 for a special bless-
ing – or, if you are livestreaming worship, 
you may already be using them!  

 “Our God, Revealed in 
the Story” is the annual 
theme for our lessons this 
year in worship.  Here’s a 

synopsis of the year provided by the Narra-
tive Lectionary resources that we use for 
our Christian Education programs: 

The story of the Bible reveals a God of 
promise, relationship, mercy, and new life. 
God is revealed in the rocky relationship 
with God’s covenant people. The prophets 
look back to the history of Israel’s relation-
ship with their Creator, and forward toward 
the coming of the promised Messiah. God is 
revealed fully in Jesus, the Messiah. Jesus 
shows us a loving God in his teachings, 
healings, and relationships with outcasts. 
Jesus’ commitment to love leads him to Je-
rusalem and the cross. Finally, God is re-
vealed in a church that was born in the gos-
pel in all circumstances, with the help of the 
Holy Spirit.* 

The first seven Sundays start with lessons 
from Genesis that follow the theme 
“Promises Made, Promises Broken”.  

Throughout the history of God’s people, 
God has made covenants (agreements with 
promises on both sides) with God’s beloved 
people. But a tragic pattern emerged. God 
and the people made promises to each oth-
er, and then the people failed to live God’s 
way. God mad promises to Adam and Eve 
at creation, but they ate the forbidden fruit. 
God delivered the people of Israel from 
slavery and gave them the Torah, but they 
worshipped a golden calf. However, God 
always keeps God’s promises, as God did 
with Abram, Joseph, Hannah, and David. 
Even when the people have broken their 
part of the covenant, God is faithful, and 
renews the promise again and again.* 

(*from Living the Word: Teaching God’s 
Story curriculum by Spirit and Truth Pub-
lishing) 
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Sunday School 
The first day of Sunday School this fall is 
September 13th, at 11 am, following 
worship. Families have decided that we 
will start out meeting and doing our Sunday 
School activities on Zoom. All ages will be 
learning together guided by curriculum 
based on the Narrative Lectionary and de-
signed to be used in the home (but easily 
adaptable should we transition to in person 
learning).  

Sunday School is aimed at children ages 3 
through grade 6. If you have not previously 
been involved and would like to connect to 
this group, please let Sonja know. We would 
be very happy to include you! 

 

Adult Forum 
We are exploring ways to offer Adult Forums 
in the fall.  Plans being considered include 
offering a combined in person and virtual 
presentation followed by discussion or ques-
tion answer session.  Once we get the tech-
nical issues figured out, we’ll let you know 
more.  Stay tuned through the Hosanna 
Happenings for updates. 

Adult forums are an opportunity look at a 
variety of topics of interest - to learn more 
about our faith, current issues, committee 
initiatives, and to provide us with much food 
for thought.  If you are interested in pre-
senting a forum this fall or after Christmas, 
please contact Carl Betke, our Adult Forum 
Coordinator. 

 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
Our weekly Bible study will be beginning 
September 10 at 10:00 a.m. Partici-
pants will be able to attend in person, physi-
cally distanced and with masks in the social 
room, or via Zoom.  We will be studying the 

readings for the upcoming Sunday. Join us 
weekly or as often as you are able – new 
people are welcome any time.  If you are 
new and want to ZOOM, contact Sonja so 
that you can receive the info you need to 
connect. This study has it all: prayer, fel-
lowship, open discussion, conversation 
(regular visits from Pastor James or Pastor 
Anna to keep us on track!) and the oppor-
tunity to get to know the Bible and each 
other a little better.  

 

Women’s Study 
This is an opportunity for women of all ages 
to get together once a month (usually the 
second Friday evening) to study the Bible, 
to get to know each other better and to sup-
port each other in our faith journeys. This 
fall we will begin a 6 session study on 
Psalms using the Lord’s Prayer as the 
framework for our exploration.  Our first 
meeting on Friday, September 11 at 
7:30pm will be by ZOOM so if you are new 
to the group, please contact Sonja to re-
ceive the info you need to connect. New-
comers are very welcome to join this group 
any time. 

 

Adult Confirmation 
We are planning to offer an adult confirma-
tion class this fall. If you are interested in 
joining this class, please talk to Pastor 
James who will be leading it.   

Library 
Just a reminder that our library in the Social 
Room is open – check it out for some good 
reads including fiction, devotional and inspi-
rational books, resource books, reference, 
etc.  Children’s books are also available for 
you to borrow. We operate on the honour 
system so please return materials promptly 
in order that others may have a chance to 
use them as well.  Come check them out!   
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VBS 2020 (Virtual Bible Sundays) 

“The Gospel According to Dr. Seuss” 

Covid-19 really shook things up for VBS this 
year! After purchasing curriculum it became 
obvious that VBS was not going to happen 
– at least not in the usual sense! The pas-
tors were talking about doing a 5-week 
summer sermon series “The Gospel Accord-
ing to Dr. Seuss” and so we decided to aug-
ment our livestreamed worship with VBS 
activities, calling it “Virtual Bible Sundays”. 
Activities were planned to appeal to a wide 

variety of ages (even adults!) and use sim-
ple supplies that most would have at home. 
VBS is never the same – even after 30 
years! 
 

Because of the online aspect, it was very 
difficult to tell how many people participat-
ed. We anticipated that families – and oth-
ers! – would stay tuned after the service for 
the accompanying activities. Since it was 
posted to YouTube, people could access the 
recording afterward. We also put together a 
“VBS only” recording of the reading of the 
Dr. Seuss book, the Scripture lessons and 
the activities that people could tune into at 
their convenience.   

 

 

Faith Activities In The Home  

 

 

Think about setting up a sacred space in your home – a special space 
where you or your family can do devotions or worship away from some of 

life’s distractions.  You might want to lay a table with a tablecloth or 
runner to match the liturgical season (right now is the season after Pen-
tecost (Ordinary Time) and is green), add a candle, Bible/Story Bible or 

devotional book.   

Set out communion elements when appropriate, light the candle and 
bring out your computer, tablet or other device to watch the 

livestreamed worship on Sunday mornings (or whenever is convenient!).  

Many thanks to Sam Robinson, our sum-
mer intern extraordinaire, whose tech 
and social media expertise was so much 
appreciated this summer, and to Pastor 
James (the Cat in the Hat), Pastor Anna 
(Thing 1), Helena Hendricksen (Thing 3) 
and Sam (Sam-I-Am) for taking on the 
roles of the Dr. Seuss characters – and 
showing their silly sides on YouTube! 
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Dianne Kieren,                                                                                                             

Chair of the Education Committee 

GET TOGETHER GROUPS 

Are you missing contact with your fellow members at Hosanna?  

We would like to offer a few Get Together Groups that will meet in the af-

ternoon or evening at Hosanna.  We will limit the group to 5 or six people 

and social distance and wear masks.  There will not be any particular agen-

da for the meeting but you will be able to tell people about what you have 

doing and share some highs and lows of this challenging time.  

We would like to know if you are interested 

in attending one of those groups. You would 

have to register ahead of time and we would 

set up the groups using                             

Alberta Health regulations. 

 

Please phone the church office if you 

are interested in attending one of these 

groups and let Lena know whether you 

would prefer a morning, afternoon or 

evening meeting and a preferred day.     
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SOCIAL JUSTICE 

A MESSAGE FROM DIVINE REDEEMER 
SAN MIGUEL, EL SALVADOR 

NORDAHL FIAKSTAD RECENTLY HAD AN 
EMAIL EXCHANGE WITH PASTOR 
BELINDA FERNÁNDEZ OF DIVINE RE-
DEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH, OUR FOR-
MER COMPANION PARISH IN SAN MI-
GUEL, EL SALVADOR. IN ADDITION TO 
DELIVERING GREETINGS, PASTOR 
BELINDA PROVIDED UPDATES ON 
SOME MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGA-
TION, INCLUDING SOME OF OUR FOR-
MER SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS AND 
THEIR FAMILIES. THE NAMES MEN-
TIONED MAY HAVE A FAMILIAR RING 
FOR SOME MEMBERS OF HOSANNA, 
PARTICULARLY THOSE WHO WERE 
PART OF VARIOUS HOSANNA DELEGA-
TIONS THAT VISITED EL SALVADOR. 
HERE IS A TRANSLATION OF PASTOR 
BELINDA’S MESSAGE: 

 

Greetings and best wishes that the pandem-
ic situation improves. 

Here relative to the family, the community 
and the congregation we are doing well. 

As a church, we have worked conscientious-
ly on personal care, to avoiding  contagion, 
the importance of using masks and hygiene 
protocols. It has led to good results, be-
cause before there was carelessness  by 
people and they placed families at risk. 

I would like to share updates about what is 
happening as a church in San Miguel: 

1. Last year, in December Don José, hus-
band of Roxana, as well as father of Jessica 
and Sebastian, died. 

2. Jessica is married. She has a daughter 
named Anita. Jessica works fulltime and has 
not continued with her studies. 

3, Vanessa Hernán-
dez Amaya, who 
was studying to be-
come a lawyer, got 
married  and has two 
children (the first a 
boy and a girl born 
two month ago). She 
has continued study-
ing and shortly after 
giving birth she re-
turned to her studies. 
(See 2014 file photo 
of Vanessa.) 

 

4.  Reina, mother of Vanessa and of Wendy 
(another scholarship student who lives in 
the United States)  was married in Decem-
ber in a civil ceremony and a religious bless-
ing in her home, with her partner of many 
years, both with grown-up children.  

5. Vanessa, also a scholarship recipient, re-
ceived her degree from the university – you 
sent her a monetary gift when she graduat-
ed. 

6. Sebastian, another scholarship student, 
has graduated from university as a technol-
ogist. 

7. Pastor Navidad Romero, who was retired, 
died a year ago. (Believe he was the pastor 
at the small mud-construction rural church 
that the 2003 delegation visited). 

8.  Fernandito, another scholarship recipi-
ents, has another small brother named An-
gelito, for a total of three children, a girl and 
two boys, in his family. 

 9. Mary, the grandmother caring for Mateo, 
(a small handicapped boy Hosanna support-
ed) lost her husband a bit over a year ago. 

 

There is much more catch up about but for 
now I mention these developments for your 
information. We will stay in touch. I am also 
sending some photos.  

May God care for all of you, dear brothers 
and sisters,  and  may the All-Powerful God, 
Father and Holy Spirit be with you now and 
for ever. 

Belinda Fernández 

Iglesia Luterana El Divino Redentor  

San Miguel, EL Salvador  
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Backpacks and 
Suppl ies  for  Jas-
per  P lace High  
P laced on  Hold  -  
Ear l ier  th i s summer,  
we prepared a news 
i tem regarding a  
Backpacks and Sup-
pl i es  Dri ve for  Jas-
per P lace High 
School .  Hosanna 

has undertaken th is  dr i ve a  number 
of  years i n support  of  s tudents ben-
ef i t t ing f rom the school ’s suppl i es 
and breakfast  program.  

 

The earl i er  i tem suggested that  we 
would  consider running the dr ive in  
August  depending on evolv ing p lans 
regarding school ing.  Uncerta int i es  
remain  about  the school  program at  
a  t ime when new sta f f  are taking 
over the co-ordinat ing and l ia i son 
ro le Nancy Metcal f  has f i l l ed  at  
JPHS for  a  number of  years.  

 

Consequent l y ,  the Socia l  Just i ce 
Commit tee i s  p lacing the backpacks 
and suppl ies  in i t iat ive on hold  for  
the t ime being. I f  and when held ,  
the dr i ve l i kely  wi l l  focus on gath-
er ing f inancia l  rather than in -kind 
support .  

 

Nordahl  F lakstad,  Chai r -  Hosanna 
Socia l  Just i ce Commi ttee  

. 

 

HOSANNA QUILTERS 

 

We are very p leased to report  that  

our August  29th,  2020 Qui l t  Sale 

went  very wel l  considering the 

weather and the road in  f ront  of  

the church was being paved.   

 

Proceeds f rom the sale are now 

$2,351.08 and give us a  grand to-

ta l  o f  $3,792.65 i n  sa les,  so far ,  

for  th is  year.  Many thanks to a l l  

who came out to the Qui l t  Sale in 

support .  Thank you to all who pro-

vided kni t ted and crocheted i tems 

to add to the sale.  And many 

thanks to Cam for  changing the 

s ign -  twice!  

 

We were  ab le  to  donate our  re-

maining Baby and Lap Qui l ts  to  

the Miser icordia  Hospita l ,  now 

that  i t  has reopened.  
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THE WIDER CHURCH 

September 2020 Message for  

Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders  
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Who should participate in this course? 

People with questions about mental health… 

Mental health professionals with a wealth of 

knowledge to share… 

Leaders who want to engage their communi-

ty in mental health conversations… 

People supporting loved ones with mental 

health problems… 

People living with mental health problems… 

The Sanctuary Course is for anyone who wants to learn about faith and mental health. It 

requires no previous training or expertise. 

 

The Sanctuary Course is currently free; all you need to do is register. The course is then 

accessible for life.  

https://www.sanctuarymentalhealth.org/sanctuary-course/  

https://www.sanctuarymentalhealth.org/sanctuary-course/
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PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS 

Prayer is one of the best and easiest ways we can communicate               

with God, for ourselves and for others.  

Those who have 
been ill, at home 
or in hospital, 
and have asked 

for our public prayers:  Graeme Jahns 
(Colleen Jahns), Elaine Olsen (Pastor 
Anna), Wally Brauer (Jeanne Brauer), 
Ruby Bennett (Jim Bennett), Barry Lyall 
(Pastor Anna), Sheila Johnson (Pastor 
Anna), Edith Preiksaitis (Pat Becker), 
Hilda Lindae (self-requested), Margot 
Koeppen (Anna Thede), Monica Gibson 
(Maureen Lyall), Paul Johnson (Barb 
Ulmer), Gordon Landro (Sonja Carmi-
chael), Al and Tess Wende (self-
requested), Michael Newsom (Don New-
som), Clara Jonsson (Anna Thede), Mer-
cedes R, (Marlene Chapman), Brandon 
R., (Marlene Chapman),  Pauline Gibson 
(self-requested), Darlene Anderson 
(Gladys Hansen), James Sloan (Marlene 
Chapman), Chelsea Sloan (Marlene 
Chapman), Owen Wiig (Pr. Anna), Scott 
Brown (Pr. Anna), Stephanie B., Sebas-
tian B., Ted B., Sharon B., Jonathan B., 
Dwayne B., Marc B. (by Marc B.), Barb 
Clausen (Rodina Couling), Eric Lange 
(Pr. Anna), John Sims (self-requested), 
Lynn Kitchen (Carole Hernder), Irene 
Erickson (Judy), Dale Grinde (Marlene 
Grinde), Marvin Seifert (Shirley Seifert), 
Emily Stebner (Pastor Anna) 

To request confidential prayer 
for yourself or for others, contact 
our Prayer Chain Leader: Del Ben-
nett at 780-487-4062. I f you are 
interested in being a part of the 
Prayer Chain, or finding out more 

about it, contact Del. 

SEPTEMBER BAPTISM  

ANNIVERSARIES 

01 Marilyn Bella 

04 Sonja Carmichael 

05 Marlene Tonhauser 

08 Allan McGurran 

09 Christine Birkenhagen 

10 Marlene Grinde 

13 Natalie Mount 

16 Eric Lange 

18 Hayley Edwards 

19 Jenna Engman 

20 Darlene Pohl 

21 Wyatt Kolodzinski 

22 Brendan Piercey 

23 Lori Daubert 

24 James Degaust 

25 Margaret Miller 

25 Belle Zytaruk 

26 Jessica Morra 

28 William Degaust 

28 Florence Schuman 

29 Marion Smale 

30 Lois Flakstad 

Have an anniversary  or  

celebrat ion to  announce? 
Please contact  the church      

of f ice  by:                                 

10am on Thursdays.   

It  wi l l  be inc luded in  the 

Sunday bul let in and the 

weekly  Happenings.    
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Rita Lutz 

August 17, 1932—August 4, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edward Stadel 

May 31, 1933— August 23, 2020 

 
Next  week i s  the 25th Anniversary of  my Ordinat i on.  

 

My Ordinat i on Date was September 10,  1995 at                                 

Peace Lutheran Church in Innis fa i l ,  AB.  

 

I  have served:  

 

Peace Lutheran Innis fa i l  1995 -1999  

Camp Kuriakos (Program Di rector)  1999 -2000                                  

St  Paul ’s Lutheran -  E l l ers l ie  2000 -2012                                       

Hosanna Lutheran 2012 -  Present  

Happy Anniversary, Pastor James! 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

You can stay current on what’s happening at Hosanna each Sunday by 

subscribing to the e-bulletin Hosanna Happenings that goes out each 

Thursday, along with a listing of the volunteers serving in the worship 

services on the coming Sunday. If you would like to join the distribution 

list, please contact Lena at office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca.  

Monday, September 7th,                       

Labor Day                                             

Church Office Closed 

September 2020 VOLUNTEER 

CHART:  

When services resume back to 

normal, volunteers will                   

be contacted. 

If you would like to make an 

announcement for the weekly 

Happenings, please contact 

the church office by                           

10am on Thursdays.  

mailto:office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
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PLANT CARE 

I have been watering and caring for 

Hosanna’s plants for the past sever-

al years. After the week of Oct.13th, 

I will no longer be able to volunteer 

for this small task. 

I’m hoping one or more members will 

be able to volunteer for care of the 

plants. It can be done any day or time 

when there is no one using that part of 

the church. It generally takes 1½ hours 

every week to water, trim, and some-

times treat plants. Repotting, when nec-

essary, has been done by one or more 

volunteers when I ask. 

Many of Hosanna’s plants are donated 

from members of the congregation. I 

have only given two plants but I have 

had to destroy a few plants as well. Like 

people, they don’t live forever and I am 

sorry if I have had to destroy anyone’s 

plant.  

Since I am still volunteering for over a 

month, I’m quite willing to share a few 

tricks I’ve learned.  

 

Christine Birkenhagen 

If you would like                            

to help out with                           

plant care, please                     

call the church office.                 

Thank you.  
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JUST FOR FUN... 

The Centipede 

A single guy decided life would be more fun if he 

had a pet. So he went to the pet store and told the 

owner that he wanted to buy an unusual pet. After 

some discussion, he finally bought a talking centi-

pede, (100-legged bug), which came in a little 

white box to use for his house. 

He took the box back home, found a good spot for 

the box, and decided he would start off by taking 

his new pet to church with him. So he asked the 

centipede in the box, "Would you like to go to 

church with me today? We will have a good time." 

But there was no answer from his new pet. This 

bothered him a bit, but he waited a few minutes 

and then asked again, “How about going to church 

with me and receive blessings?" But again, there 

was no answer from his new friend and pet. 

So he waited a few minutes more, thinking about 

the situation. The guy decided to invite the centi-

pede one last time. This time he put his face up 

against the centipede's house and shouted, "Hey, 

in there! Would you like to go to church with me 

and learn about God?" 

This time, a little voice came out 

of the box, "I heard you the first 

time! I'm putting my shoes on!" 

Forrest Gump dies and 
goes to Heaven...............    
He is at the Pearly Gates, met 
by St. Peter himself. Howev-
er, the gates are closed, and 
Forrest approaches the gate-
keeper.  
 
St. Peter said, 'Well, Forrest, it 
is certainly good to see you. 

We have heard a lot about you. I must tell you, though, 
that the place is filling up fast, and we have been ad-
ministering an entrance examination for everyone. The 
test is short, but you have to pass it before you can get 
into Heaven.'  
 
Forrest responds, 'It sure is good to be here, St. Peter, 
sir. But nobody ever told me about any entrance exam. 
I sure hope that the test ain't too hard. Life was a big 
enough test as it was.'  
 
St. Peter continued, 'Yes, I know, Forrest, but the test is 
only three questions.  
 
First: What two days of the week begin with the 
letter T?  
 
Second: How many seconds are there in a year?  
 
Third: What is God's first name?'  
 
Forrest leaves to think the questions over. He returns 
the next day and sees St. Peter, who waves him up, 
and says, 'Now that you have had a chance to think the 
questions over, tell me your answers.'  
 
Forrest replied, 'Well, the first one -- which two days in 
the week begins with the letter 'T'? Shucks, that one is 
easy. That would be Today and Tomorrow.’  
 
 

The Saint's eyes opened wide and he exclaimed, 
'Forrest, that is not what I was thinking, but you do 
have a point, and I guess I did not specify, so I will give 
you credit for that answer. How about the next one?' 
asked St. Peter. 'How many seconds in a year?  
 
Now that one is harder,' replied Forrest, 'but I thunk and 
thunk about that, and I guess the only answer can be 
twelve.'  
 
Astounded, St. Peter said, 'Twelve? Twelve? Forrest, 
how in Heaven's name could you come up with twelve 
seconds in a year?'  
 
Forrest replied, 'Shucks, there's got to be twelve: Janu-
ary 2nd, February 2nd, March 2nd... '  
 
'Hold it,' interrupts St. Peter. 'I see where you are going 
with this, and I see your point, though that was not 
quite what I had in mind...but I will have to give you 
credit for that one, too. Let us go on with the third and 
final question. Can you tell me God's first name'?  
 
'Sure,' Forrest replied, 'it's Andy.'  
 
'Andy?' exclaimed an exasperated and frustrated St Pe-
ter. 'Ok, I can understand how you came up with your 
answers to my first two questions, but just how in the 
world did you come up with the name Andy as the first 
name of God?'  
 
'Shucks, that was the easiest one of all,' Forrest replied. 
'I learnt it from the song,  
 

ANDY WALKS WITH ME,  
ANDY TALKS WITH ME,  

ANDY TELLS ME I AM HIS OWN.'  
 
St. Peter opened the Pearly Gates, and said: 'Run, For-
rest, run.'  
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PROPOSED SEPTEMBER CALENDAR 
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