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THE PASTOR’S PAGE

Y

ou might recall that last year at this time I shared with you
t h a t I w o u l d b e s t a r t i n g h a l f o f m y sabbatical time, w e l l , t h i s

year I will be completing that sabbatical time. Starting May the
4 th I w i l l o n c e a g a i n b e o n s a b b a t i c a l f o r 6 w e e k s . I w i l l b e t a k i n g
two more courses towards my Communications and Technology
degree. The courses I have taken so far have been interesting
and informative. They have also been somewhat helpful during

the Corona Virus situation as we are working to stay connected
electronically while we are still practicing social distancing.

The work now will start to shift towards the capstone project. The
one good thing about all of this is it has given me an interesting
potential topic for my project, so we will see where that goes.
When I have completed these courses in June, I will be 80% done
my work for the degree with one course left in the fall and the
capstone project next winter term. It has been a significant
amount of work, but taking the courses has made me even more
certain that we have lots of work to do as we begin to unpack the
many facets of social media and the huge internet platforms now
dominant in the field. There are lots of good things about some of
this, but there is definitely a dark side as well.

Things are still up in the air with regard to the plans for the rest
of the summer. It will be a bit of TBA for the next while as we

deal with the changing situation. Regardless, ministry will still
happen. Pastor Anna will be here while I am gone and things will
carry on.

May your spring be blessed, see you (even if only electronically)
when I get back.

Pastor James
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A Note from Pastor Anna on the Upside-down World and
the Relevance of the Gospel

H

ave you noticed the difference?

ly Spirit is still turning things upside down!
Those that are without voice, to them the
Because there is a difference.
Spirit calls attention so that others will be
moved to change their situations. The Spirit
The good news of Jesus’ life, death, resuris still moving within the Bible to bring our
rection and ascension, the presence of God
amongst the people of God, and the gift and eyes, ears, hearts, minds and souls yet
again to the story of God and the people
necessity of the Holy Spirit are speaking in
God has called God’s own. The Bible has
new and powerful ways. Every week since
been made alive in a newly relewe began to socially distance
vant way during these upsidethe Bible readings for our wordown days.
ships together have spoken directly to the situation. Our cries
Sociologist Brene Brown calls us
around the cross, the imto consider if returning to the
portance of prayer for one anold normal is even desirable.
other, and the gift of music have
She says: “We will not go back
reached deep and offered us
to normal. Normal never was.
new sources of hope even as our
Our pre-Corona existence was
world seems upside-down.
not normal other than that we
normalized greed, inequality,
exhaustion, depletion, extraction, disconnection, confusion, rage, hoarding, hate and lack. We should not long to
return, my friends. We are being given the
opportunity to stitch a new garment. One
that fits all of humanity and nature.”

Because, the world is upsidedown. Where we used to be able
to freely gather, do the activities that we
love that gave us joy, and be around and
touch the people we love – now for the sake
and safety of those we love and care about
we are asked to restrain our “normal” behaviors and instead to physically stay apart
and to stay at home as much as possible.
What used to be fine is no longer fine. What
used to be normal is the furthest thing from
normal for these days. The whole world
seems upside-down.

She points out to us that the upsidedown world of God is not the old normal, and perhaps, now is the moment
when we can change our lives and the world
to more closely reflect the vision Jesus
showed us of God’s kingdom. The thought
is, that during the season of Easter the SpirJesus was the king of turning “normal” upit of the Resurrection might be relevant in
side-down. He forgave when others would
new ways, so that we change our normal
have condemned. He loved those without
power; the ones who could give him nothing into one based on faith, hope, and love for
in return. He healed all who asked, no mat- all of God’s creation and our fellow human
beings.
ter their circumstances. He defeated death
by dying and then rising again. And, the Ho- Take care, stay safe and well. Pastor Anna

PASTOR ANNA’S THANK YOU FOR MAY!

I

want to say a special thank you to
volunteers and your contributions are
all the volunteers who have helped
incredibly welcome and valuable.
make our worship vibrant and powerful.
Though we are physically separated it
is through your videos we are getting a
glimpse of one another. You are helping
to proclaim Jesus’ story, his love, passion, and promise, by participating
through video. We cannot do this without you! Together we all make up
Christ’s body in the world and we need
one another and our different gifts and
talents so that we might be built up for
serving God, one another, and others.
Please continue to consider if you are
willing to help in this way, we still need
4

HOSANNA YOUTH UPDATE!
Hosanna Youth is meeting online on Saturday May 2!
We are excited to announce that we will be holding our first
virtual youth event . W e k n o w i t ' s i m p o r t a n t t o g i v e
our youth the chance to connect with their peers, so we're
planning an evening of games (including "Mafia") facilitated
over ZOOM. Specific information will come to youth families
through their email.
If you don’t receive youth emails and would like to please
contact Kirstin Veugelers to be added to our mailing list.
We heard the week of April 21 that the national youth gathering planning committee has decided to postpone CLAY 2020 until the summer
of 2021. D o c u m e n t s a b o u t t h e c h a n g e f o r CL A Y c a n b e f o u n d
on their website: claygathering.ca. The new dates for “En-Route” will
be August 19-22, 2021.

C

onfirmation:

The Confirmation classes resumed on April 15, meeting Wednesday afternoons by Zoom. Pastor Anna is grateful for those who are attending
confirmation classes. We will be holding weekly classes until May 13. It
has been wonderful to see these youths even if we are doing it from a safe distance.

Y

outh committee:

The Hosanna Youth Committee is corresponding by email and trying to
help and support our youths and their families. The youth committee
members, Kirstin Veugelers, Krystle Plant, Helena Hendricksen, Helen
Bowden and myself, are still seeking possible ideas for caring for and gathering
in safe ways with Hosanna’s youth, if you have any suggestions please reach out
to any committee members.

Ministry at the Waterford
of Summerlea i s s t i l l
suspended as the Waterford
is on lockdown.
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A NOTE FOR HOSANNA VOLUNTEERS
We are looking for volunteers
willing to help us in worship.
We need readers, litany
readers, actors, musicians
and others.
A great big thank you to those

If you are willing to be a

who have volunteered to serve
at the livestreaming services,

part, please speak with Pas-

M a r c h 2 2 nd t h r o u g h A p r i l 2 6 th:

tor Anna who is organizing

READERS:

volunteers during

Hel en Bowden, Johanna Borl e,

the pandemic.

Marcus Busch, John & Lorel ei
Campbell, Sonja Carmi chael ,

Submissions can be

Gary Corrigal, Edwards Family,

submitted at:

Loi s Flakstad, Coll een Jahns,
Margaret Sadl er, Cindy Schriner,
Clayton Steffler-Rogers,

https://my.pcloud.com/

Ti mothy Veugel ers,

#page=puplink&code=5Ph7ZLtB

Coll een and Mark Vogel

pyAAAqNRNpdjxiLQdIQ2qPMoy

LITANY READERS:
Patri ck & Marilyn Bella,
Orest & Sonja Myroon,
Krystl e & Dani el Plant,
Cl ayton and Trinity Steffl er-Rogers,
Chri s Terry
SPOKEN WORD:
Gabri elle Uwiera
MUSICAL OFFERING:
George Carmi chael , Marg Dal y,
Eri k Hei se, Kari Heise,
Doug & Colleen Jahns,
Leona and Emily Stebner
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10 HELPFUL HINTS FOR MAKING A VIDEO FOR CHURCH
1. Consider what you would like your background to be – if you are doing an activity what
can we see behind you? Is there a bright window
behind you, because this is not ideal for us being
able to see your face. A plain background is best if
your reading from the Bible and the words will be
printed beside you.
2. Please film all videos in landscape orientation – this is where the video
is longer on the top and bottom and shorter on the sides, the same that you
typically see on your computer or TV.
3. Keep your camera steady – if possible, place your camera/phone on a
stable surface while recording, if the video moves around too much it can
make people feel sea-sick.
4. What we hear also matters in your videos, please do your best to
cut down on outside noises, and record in quiet places. Fish tanks, space
heaters, wind, and cars are normal sounds but don’t help us have clear
sound in worship.
5. Where should you be in the frame when recording a Bible reading?
This depends on what your video is for. If you are recording a video where
it is just you, and you are reading a Bible text for a Sunday please take up
roughly 1/3 the available screen so that words can be placed beside you to
match your reading.
6. Where should you be in the frame if you are performing music/art/
poetry/a litany? Be the star! P lease place yourself (or your group)
in the center of your video if you are offering us anything other than a Bible
reading. We appreciate your gifts and talents and want to see what you are
offering. If you want to perform but don’t want to be seen please contact a
Pastor in advance and we will coordinate this in a special way.
7. Where should you look? The best videos are ones w here the person
appears to be looking in the camera, so if possible, please look up as you
do your reading. Videos are often nicer when we see your face as the focus
rather than an upward view from underneath.
8. Keep in mind, closer to you is better for sound, sight, and feeling your connection to those of us watching – there is no need to stay 6 feet away when
we are sharing videos.
9. Please ensure your videos are submitted on time. M ost videos for
worship should be submitted by Thursday noon the week before the Sunday.
10.Videos can be submitted online or by sending an email link. Online
submissions should happen under your name at:
https://my.pcloud.com/
#page=puplink&code=5Ph7ZLtBpyAAAqNRNpdjxiLQdIQ2qPMoy

7

NOTES FROM YOUR COUNCIL

G

reetings from your council. We’re meettoo.
ing by Zoom these months, gaining
 Worship continues w eekly, led by our
ease with the technology and finding ways
skilled and faithful staff, with congregato sustain our ministry.
tional members reading the lessons, conWe’re pleased to report that Karen Peitsch,
tributing to prayers, and providing music.
who has taken minutes for us the past few
On June 7, Hosanna marks its 33rd annivermonths, has agreed to step formally into
the role of council secretary, at least for the sary as a congregation, although tracing back through six previous Lutheran conduration of our lockdown.
gregations, we can mark 71 years of LutherWith regret, we have received notice from
an ministry in West Edmonton. Our anniverMarg Daly that she w ill conclude her
sary offerings this year will be dedicated to
work as choir director with us in May. Even
Edmonton’s Food Bank.
more regrettable is that we can’t give Marg
Over the years, our anniversary offerings
a proper, loving acknowledgement to celealternate between international projects and
brate all that she has blessed us with over
local projects. Last year, we directed those
the past seven years. We will certainly do
funds to a Lutheran World Federation irrigathat once it’s possible for us to gather
tion project in Afar, Ethiopia. We hope this
again.
year that you will contribute generously to
As you know, many Hosanna events have
the work of the Food Bank in our communibeen cancelled and yet, through God, minis- ty. For those of you with envelopes, there’s
try continues:
one for “Anniversary” included in the envelope box; for those on PAR, consider an ex We’re pleased that Hosanna continues to
tra donation in June. (Finance Committee is
be a Food Bank depot; that we’ve manworking on the possibility of e-transfers;
aged to make arrangements so that those stay tuned!)
who need it are able to pick up food safely
— safely for both them and our faithful
Stay well during this challenging time. God
volunteers.
is with us; we are not alone.
 Our quilters have been sewing masks that
have been distributed to Food Bank clients Yours in Christ,
and to the Misericordia Hospital. They con- Margaret
tinue to be in touch to support each other
Margaret Sadler (Chair) for Council: Helen
through email.
Bowden, Gary Corrigal (Vice Chair), Marlene
 The Care Committee, with Pr Anna, is
Grinde, Rick Hernder (Treasurer), Ray Janreaching out to keep in touch with all con- ke, Don Newsom, Karen Peitsch (Secretary),
gregational members.
Margaret Sadler, Liz Tanti, Peder Vinge, and
Pastor James
 Other committees are meeting by Zoom,
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2020

THANK YOU… from MARG DALY
Sunday in May and also not to have a
choir wrap up party as we usually do.
We have been fortunate as a choir to
share many great music and people moments and it is in missing what we have
taken for granted that we can see the
joy these things have brought.
I wish to thank
the staff of Pastor
James, Pastor Anay 31 is the final day of my conna, Kari, Lena,
tract as choir director with Hosanna
and Sonja. They
which you would have read in a previous
have been supedition of the newsletter. As I have conportive and quite
templated what to say my thoughts
willing to work
went directly to the writings of Paul to
collaboratively. Thanks as well to the
the Philippians.
many extras who have played handI thank my God in all my
bells, flutes, drums, cello, violin, trumremembrance of
pet, bassoon, and oboe to enhance our
you, always in every prayer
worship.
of mine for you all making
And to the choir, thank you for the
my prayer with
many hours of volunteer time with rejoy, thankful for your
hearsals and dedication to worship serpartnership in the gospel
vices. Without a choir, the director has
from the first day until
nothing to do as we have seen the last
now. And I am sure that
few months! I appreciate your gifts of
he who began a good work
music and dedication and I am confident
in you will bring it to comyou will continue to bless the services at
pletion at the day of Jesus
Hosanna once we are up and running
Christ. (Philippians 1: 3-6)
again with worship services in Alberta.
This is a text used in a choir anthem we
I close with Paul’s letter once again:
have sung in my time at Hosanna and is
an excellent reminder that we work to“Rejoice in the Lord always;
gether for the cause of Christ in all we
again I will say, Redo. Verse six has new meaning for this
joice. Let all men know
article… that I too have confidence our
your forbearance. The Lord
Gracious God continue to bless the peois at hand. Have no anxiety
ple of Hosanna Lutheran as they worabout anything, but in eveship and serve.
rything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
Philippians is a book with great warmth
let your requests be made
and much joy. It reminds us to rejoice
known to God. And the
in the Lord and I can rejoice for my time
peace of God, which passes
here at Hosanna. I have met many
all understanding, will keep
great people, seen much passion with
your hearts and your minds
social justice and outreach, seen care
in Christ Jefor others and made many friends who I
sus.” (Philippians 4:4-7)
expect to be long term friends. Thank
you for the privilege to serve with you
these last seven years. I did find it diffiPeace,
cult to file away a few months of music
the choir was not able to sing due to
Marg Daly
COVID-19, to not celebrate the choir

M
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND FAMILY MINISTRIES

D

uring the month of May, our theme
shifts from how “God works through
us” to “the power of God’s love”.
“Not only are we called to live God’s love,
but God gives us the power to do so. Love
makes our actions truly worthwhile, as Paul
beautifully describes (1 Corinthians 13 [May
17]). God gives us gifts through the Holy
Spirit so that we can accomplish our mission as the Body of Christ (Acts 2, 1 Corinthians 12 [May
31]. It is the
power of God’s
love that creates God’s
kingdom on
earth and will
bring resurrection for us all (1 Corinthians
15 [May 24]).”*
(*from Living the Word, Teaching God’s
Story, Spirit and Truth Publishing curriculum)
Most of the education programs at Hosanna
would normally be winding down during the
month of May and we will monitor the interest, need and feasibility of offering our various programs. Thanks to those of you who
have participated this past year, especially
to those who have played a leadership role.
We hope your faith has grown over the year
and that you continue to find ways to grow
in your relationship with God over the summer months. This past month or so has given us the chance to slow down a bit (at
least some of us!) and meet God in different
ways. It affords us more time to develop
our relationship with God, God’s creation
and with each other. While planning your
garden or just relaxing in the sun, think
about how you and your family can nurture
your faith life and share the love of Jesus
with others.
We encourage families to continue to be
involved in Hosanna’s worship life, even as
we are unable to meet in person. We have
lots of opportunities for all ages to read or
act out the lessons, provide videos of what
keeps you busy, provide musical offerings,
and more! Think about how your family can
contribute – or ask Sonja or one of the pastors for ideas. Videos/photos can be
dropped into
https://my.pcloud.com/
#page=puplink&code=5Ph7ZLtBpyAAA
qNRNpdjxiLQdIQ2qPMoy
(you’ll need to type in your name to upload
them).

ADULT FORUM
Although we’ve tried to explore ways to offer the adult forums we had planned for the
rest of the spring, it looks like this might
not be a feasible option. We may however,
be able to provide some mental health resources or links – stay tuned!
A big thank you to Marcus Busch and Carl
Betke for organizing and hosting the forums
this year. We are always looking for ideas
for interesting forums so if you have ideas,
please speak to Carl Betke, Sonja Carmichael or any member of the Education Committee.
See you back in the fall!

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
The Thursday morning Bible study group
has been meeting by Zoom at the regular
time of 10:00 and will continue to do so
through the month of May. People can join
by computer, mobile phone or landline. If
you would like to join in, please contact
Sonja for instructions.
A big “thank you” to Del Bennett for helping
lead this study group, to Pastor Len Stengel
for his insight, and to Pastor James and
Pastor Anna for popping in and answering
our multitude of questions.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
This month’s study will be held on Friday,
May 8th at 7:30pm – by Zoom! We plan to
finish up our study which focuses on growing relational evangelism skills.
10

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Although our regular Sunday School classes are on
pause for now, we have
tried to keep things as
normal as possible given
our current situation. The
Lenten Litanies that the families had been
reading during worship continued on – now
by video. On Palm Sunday, the Sunday
School and youth families came through to
uphold our traditional palm procession – in a
very non-traditional way this year! Creative
pictures and videos were sent in and edited
by Pastor James into a montage set to music
for the beginning of the service. Thanks to
all who participated!
Sunday School kids and teachers have been
getting together by Zoom following the Sunday livestream service for the past few
weeks and will continue as there is interest.
We’ve talked about our highs and lows of
the week, read Bible stories, and prayed together. It’s been great to see all the kids’
faces and they’ve taught the adults some of
the features of Zoom!
A big “thank you” to the wonderful teachers,
opening leaders and Sunday School coordinators who have made our Sunday School
program such a success this year. We are
blessed with a team of teachers who work
well together to bring the lessons to life
each week and share their faith with the
kids. Special thanks to Connie Litzenberger,
Karolin Skogsrud, Beth Hendricksen, Lori
Betke, Juli Zinken, and Cindy Schriner.
PRAYER PARTNERS
If we are allowed to gather in small groups
by the end of May or early June, we’ll try to
do our annual prayer partner planting event.
Stay tuned!
Prayer partners have been a wonderful way
for our Sunday School kids to get to know
some of the older generation – and vice versa. It’s great to see those relationships continue even after the children have moved on
from Sunday School to Youth. During this
time of isolation, it’s great to hear of the
prayer partners that have been keeping in
touch – with a phone call, a card, or other
small ways of reminding each other that you
care and are praying for one another. If you
have something special that you would like
the other to pray about, let them know!
11

VBS
At this point, we are
still making plans to
hold Vacation Bible
School this summer
during the week of
July 19. The theme
w i l l b e Anchored:
Deepening Faith in
God. Stay tuned for
more information
about how we might go

ahead with this depending on the situation – and be prepared
to help out!

Food for Thought from
Mental Health Ministries Newsletter
April, 2020 Special Edition
“And the people stayed
h o m e . A n d r e a d books,
and listened, and rested,
and exercised, and made
art, and played games,
and learned new ways of
being, and were still. And
l i s t e n e d m o r e d e e p l y.
Some meditated, some
prayed, some danced.
Some met their shadows.
And the people began to
t h i n k d i f f e r e n t l y.

And the people healed.
And, in the absence of
people li ving i n i gnorant,
dangerous, mindless, and
h e a r t l e s s w a y s , t h e earth
began to heal.

And when the danger
passed, and the people
joined together again,
they grieved their losses, and made new choices, and dreamed new
images, and created
new ways to live and
h e a l t h e e a r t h f u l l y, a s
t h e y h a d b e e n healed.”

–Kitty O’Meara as written in Mental Health Ministries – Special Edition
Mental Health and the Corona Virus. April, 2020
12

SOCIAL JUSTICE
I am forwarding a thank you letter from Tony Henshall at the JP Wellness Centre
regarding the Winter Warming program. As you know, John Campbell has been
our main man with this program and deserves all the credit for our participation.
I am very appreciative of his support.
Liz Tanti
Hosanna Coordinator Winter Warming Program

LETTER FROM TONY HENSHALL:
Thanks so much for all your work to make this happen. Please
pass on my thanks to your wonderful team of volunteers.
Our community members have greatly appreciated the bagged
lunches that you guys have provided on Saturday nights during
our Winter Warming program.

Take care and stay safe.
Blessings,
Tony Henshall
Program Coordinator
Jasper Place Wellness Centre

GARDEN BEDS AT HOSANNA
The gardening season has
arrived! If you would like to
use Hosanna’s garden beds,

please call the church office.
13

A SCENE ON A COLD SATURDAY NIGHT

H

osanna has completed another year of
participation in the Winter Warming
ministry for the Jasper Place Wellness Centre along with several other west end
churches. I think of this as a “loaves and
fishes” ministry, which is to say that from
small and humble things come great blessings. I want to share with you an experience that I had with this ministry on Hosanna’s last meal night, Saturday March
28th.
Lorelei and I arrived at Hosanna at 5:00
p.m. to start the food prep for the evening.
Under the new model being used by the JP
Centre our task was to prepare 25 hearty
bag lunches to deliver to the Centre. We cut
up fresh veggies to provide a veggie snack
bag, made up 25 very filling and wholesome
bunwiches, with lots of ham and cheese, and
organized and packaged delicious cookies
and granola bars, along with personal size
bags of chips and fruit cups. All of these
items made for very full lunch bags. We finished our work at 6:30 p.m. I drove over to
the Centre to deliver the bags, along with
extra supplies to provide top ups on some of
their basics.

the Centre. As I was moving towards my
car to put the empty boxes into it, a lady in
her mid 20s got off an ETS bus that had just
pulled up. She started walking to go into
the Centre. A young man of what appeared
to be the same age happened to come along
the sidewalk at the same time, and he
joined her in walking towards the Centre.
They apparently knew each other. After
they exchanged greetings I heard him say,
“So where are you going to be hanging out
tonight?” From the tone of his voice and the
surroundings, it was clear that he was not
checking out what club or bar she might be
planning to spend the evening at.
She answered, in a quiet voice,
“Nowhere”. He paused, and
then replied, “Nowhere?” She
answered, again in a quiet
voice, “Nowhere”. By that time
they had reached the door of
the Centre and were ready to
go in, and I had finished putting the boxes
in my car and was ready to drive home.

It was obvious to me what “Nowhere”
meant. This young lady did not know where
she was going to sleep that night. Perhaps
By the time I arrived at the Centre it was
she ended up going to one of the shelters
dark outside, and although the temperature downtown on the warming van that would
was “only” about -10, with the wind chill it
be making a stop at the Centre at 9:00.
felt a lot colder. As I walked into the Centre Perhaps she was offered a couch to sleep on
with the first of our boxes I was met with an for a night or two by a friend that was at the
enthusiastic greeting - “Hurray! Food is
Centre. Or perhaps she spent the night tryhere!” A couple of fellows jumped to their
ing to find a place to stay warm and out of
feet to help bring in the rest of the boxes.
the wind and out of danger. I don’t know
There looked to be about 12 people sitting
what eventually happened to her that evenat tables in the open area, with three staff
ing. I do know however that the memory of
members on duty as well. The bag lunches their conversation in the cold of that dark
were quickly passed out to everyone at the
night lingers with me to this day.
tables. Many words of thanks were offered
“Nowhere”. This is what many of our
in my direction. I felt gratified that we were
brothers and sisters in our community face
helping to meet a need among our neighevery day. There is great need out there
bours, and that I was able to be part of one
literally on the doorsteps of our church. May
of the ways in which Hosanna is active in
we always find ways to answer God’s call to
our community. That however is not the
be of service.
end of the story.
Feeling assured that everything was in order
John Campbell
with our delivery, I said goodnight and left
14

COMMUNITY MEALS

HOSANNA QUILTERS

UPDATE on
our COMMUNITY MEAL
PROGRAM:

HOSANNA QUILTERS MAKING CLOTH MASKS

At the time of
our last Community Meal in
March, social
distancing and
group size limitations due to the Covid 19 pandemic had just been brought in.
The meal went ahead successfully,
and we announced to all that attended that a decision would be
made soon on whether the BBQ
meal scheduled for May 23 would
go ahead as planned.

The Hosanna Quilters are
making cloth masks for the
Misericordia Hospital and the

masks are being handed
out to discharged patients and
staff to use in the community.
W e a r e running low on sewing
elastic a n d w o u l d l i k e t o
make an appeal to Hosanna
church members to have a

Now, a month later, we know that
the pandemic is far from over, and
the limitations on our activities
have not changed, only tightened.
It is obvious that we will not be
able to have a Community Meal in
the normal fashion, all sitting together around the tables.

look in their supplies and to
donate any spare elastic they

may have. We will take any
width.

The Committee is currently discussing whether there might be
other options to a sit-down meal
as a way to serve this community.
Also, over the coming months we
will be monitoring how the pandemic restrictions might affect the
Community Meal program in September and the near future.

On April 15th, we donated 130
cloth masks to the hospital.
We hope to get a surplus and
then we can leave some at the
church so members can
take one.

Please watch for further updates
in the electronic bulletin announcements and summer newsletter. Thank you to all who have
been involved in this program committee members and volunteers. We hope soon to be back
working together in this Community Meal ministry.

Karen Moore

Johanna Borle, Rodina Couling,
Ruth Guse, Kari Heise, Rick Hernder, Karen Moore, Sherry Suvanto,
CM Committee
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PROPERTY CARE

D

ue to coronavirus outbreak we'll
be handling Hosanna's annual
Spring yard and lawn clean-up,
scheduled for May 2nd, differently
this year. We’ll be hiring a contractor
to do the power raking, de-thatching
and bagging of the lawn, once the
weather permits (lawn dries).
We'll still need a few volunteers to
clean up the flower beds, shrubs,
trees, parking lots etc. We're looking
for 5-6 people to help with this,
which is still tentatively scheduled for
May 2nd (weather permitting).
If you're interested please contact and confirm with Karen Peitsch. Normally we'd
just ask you to show up but we have to take into account the provincial regulations regarding social distancing, maximum number of persons allowed to gather,
vulnerable persons, etc. So please contact Karen, who will confirm the time and
date.
Thanks and stay safe.
Call me at 780 484 2714 or by email kbpeitsch@shaw.ca
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THE WIDER CHURCH

May 2020 Message for
Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders
Dear Beloved of God –
Christ is risen. Alleluia!
You may recall in my correspondence this
year for congregational AGM’s these words:
“Since being called to serve as your bishop,
October 2012, my prayer has often been the
following: O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through
perils unknown. Give us faith to go forward
with good courage, not knowing where we
go, but only that your hand is leading us
and your love supporting us, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
One of the reasons I love this prayer is because it is realistic but encouraging, honest
but hopeful. It doesn’t deny difficult truths,
but neither does it succumb to sterile pessimism. It was written in the first part of the
twentieth century by a Church of England
priest named Eric Milner-White. Like many
good prayers from another time and place,
it sounds like it was tailor made for us here
and now.”
Little did I know the future when I first
penned these words last December.

- Congregational leaders, lay and rostered
who, under extraordinary stress, pressure
and restraints have poured themselves into
the work of leadership
- Congregational leaders, lay and rostered
who, tired and weary and wondering, have
reached out to one another, and to those in
their midst, providing pastoral care, connection, compassion and care
-Congregational leaders, lay and rostered
who, in the midst of an unprecedented time,
exercised great skill (and energy and time)
in preparing and/or searching for worship
resources for Holy Week and Easter services
- Rostered Ministers who gather each
Wednesday via ZOOM with Synod Staff for
prayer, affirmation and encouragement, updates, and connecting
- Area Deans who gather weekly with rostered ministers via ZOOM for check-in with
each other, study and/or prayer
- Creativity, ingenuity, openness, support,
encouragement, trust, community….
Friends, you have been signs to me of Resurrection life. And, I have never been so
proud of you. Alleluia. Christ is risen, indeed!

The prayer is realistic, encouraging, honest,
hopeful, no denying of difficult truths nor
succumbing to sterile pessimism. The prayer
continues to be ‘tailor made” for us here and In Christ Jesus –
now. The Spirit of God continues to lead us
Shalom,
into a future that is unfamiliar, with the assurance that God is present, that God’s
+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer
hand is leading us, and that we are cradled
in love.

Friends, you continue to be witnesses to me
of Resurrection, to the truth that there is life “The God of hope fill you with all joy and
and hope and promise.
peace in believing, so that you may abound
in hope by the power of the Holy SpirI have experienced in these past weeks so
it.” (Romans 15:13)
many signs of hope, and of faithfulness,
trust, courage, and encouragement:
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PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS
Prayer is one of the best and easiest ways we can communicate
with God, for ourselves and for others.
Those who
have been ill,
at home or in
hospital, and
have asked for our public prayers:
Hilda Lindae (self-requested),
Cathy and Tom Hampton (Del Bennet), Margot Koeppen (Anna
Thede), Monica Gibson (Maureen
Lyall), Paul Johnson (Barb Ulmer),
Gordon Landro (Sonja Carmichael),
Al and Tess Wende (selfrequested), Michael Newsom (Don
Newsom), Clara Jonsson (Anna
Thede), Mercedes R, (Marlene
Chapman), Brandon R., (Marlene
Chapman), Pauline Gibson (selfrequested), Darlene Anderson
(Gladys Hansen), James Sloan
(Marlene Chapman), Chelsea Sloan
(Marlene Chapman), Owen Wiig
(Pr. Anna), Scott Brown (Pr. Anna), Jean Freund (Hendricksen
Family), Stephanie B., Sebastian
B., Ted B., Sharon B., Jonathan B.,
Dwayne B., Marc B. (by Marc B.),
Barb Clausen (Rodina Couling), Eric Lange (Pr. Anna), John Sims
(self-requested), Emily Stebner
(Pr. Anna), Lynn Kitchen (Carole
Hernder), Irene Erickson (Judy),
Dale Grinde (Marlene Grinde),
Marvin Seifert (Shirley Seifert)

MAY BAPTISM
ANNIVERSARIES
02 Kade Pohl
05 John Miller
05 Marilyn Thompson
05 Andrea Vogel
06 Walter Frank
06 Ava Hendricksen
10 Merle Boulanger
10 Chris Donner
12 Dale Grinde
12 Doug White
14 Allison Crawford
15 Deekon Zytaruk

To request
confidential
prayer f o r
yourself or
for others,
contact our
Prayer Chain
Leader: Del
Bennett at 780-4874062. If you are interested
in being a part of the Prayer
Chain, or finding out more
about it, contact Del.
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COMMUNICATIONS
You can stay current on what’s happening at Hosanna each Sunday by
subscribing to the e-bulletin Hosanna Happenings that goes out each
Thursday, along with a listing of the volunteers serving in the worship
services on the coming Sunday. If you would like to join the distribution
list, please contact Lena at office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca.
PASTOR JAMES ON SABBATICAL , May 1st to June 30th
May 10th—Sunday, Mother’s Day
May 18th—Victoria Day: Office Closed
May 19th—May 22nd: Lena Away

MAY 2020 CALENDAR:

Stay tuned to emails.
MAY 2020 VOLUNTEER CHART:
When services resume back to normal, volunteers will be contacted.
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