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OUR MISSION           

Hosanna Lutheran Church 

equips God’s people of all 

ages for Christian witness 

and service through worship, 

learning, fellowship and  

spiritual care. 

 

OUR VISION           

Empowered by dynamic and 

creative liturgical Lutheran 

worship, Hosanna Lutheran 

Church will lead Edmonton 

in equipping Christians for 

spiritual growth and service.  COUNCIL MEMBERS  

STAFF 

Dec.6 2nd Sunday of Advent 10am Worship Livestream 

Dec.13 3rd Sunday of Advent 10am Worship Livestream 

Dec.20 4th Sunday of Advent 10am Worship Livestream 

Dec.27 1st Sunday after Christmas 10am Worship Livestream 

HOSANNA LUTHERAN CHURCH  9009-163 St.  T5R 2N8 
780-484-3932  office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

www.hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

Rev. Dr. James Hendricksen, Senior Pastor  

pastorjames@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

In case of emergency, call (H) 780-430-9835 or (Cell) 780-222-5451 

Rev. Anna Thede, Assistant Pastor  

pastoranna@hosannalutheran.ab.ca 

In case of emergency, call (Cell) 780-405-7840 

Sonja Carmichael Dir ector  of Educat ion & Family Minist r ies  

sonja@hosannalutheran.ab.ca 

Kari Heise Or ganist / Accompanist     

Lena Nikolic Ad minist r a t ive Secr etar y                                                      

office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca   

Cameron Terry Outdoor  Custodian  

 

Helen Bowden, Youth, 780-757-4501 

Gary Corrigal, Vice-Chair – Personnel, Education 780-463-9018 

Rick Hernder, Tr easur er , Per sonnel - Finance  780-483-1505 

Ray Janke, Stewar dship 780-244-3815 

Don Newsom, Car e 780-456-5242 

Karen Peitsch, Capita l Develop ment , Pr oper ty  

Margaret Sadler, Chair , Personnel – Social Justice 780-435-3025 

Liz Tanti,  Secr et ar y—Worship & Music, I Have An Idea  780-452-2806 

Peder Vinge, Communicat ions 780-455-7530   

WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE 
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THE PASTOR’S PAGE 

W 
ell, this Christmas will truly be a 
Christmas like no other. We usually 
say that about some big extrava-

ganza or some other super special event, 
but this year, it means something different. 
As you know, we are unable to offer in-
person worship at this time. We have taken 
this move out of an abundance of caution 
and at the urging of Bishop Kochendorfer. 
We are legally allowed to continue, but with 
the rising numbers council, together with 
the staff, have agreed to suspend in-person 
worship for the rest of this year. This sus-
pension will be a bit different than last time 
as we will allow volunteers who are partici-
pating in the services to attend (i.e. read-
ers). If you have been asked to be a part of 
the service, you can prerecord your portion 
or come and do it live, whichever is better 
for you. However, if you do not feel well or 
have symptoms, please stay home – we can 
cover your part if necessary (but please let 
us know!). 

This also means we will not have in-person 
Christmas services this year. I know we will 
miss them, but we simply could not see any 
way to assure compliance with our protocols 
or any fair way to decide who would be able 
to come to services. As you know, we have 
many visitors that evening and couldn’t fig-
ure out how we adequately manage num-
bers while keeping within our safe capacity 
limits.  

Given this reality, we have made plans 
for a special Christmas Eve service, 
which we will make widely available. 
The service will go live at 4:00 pm on 
December 24th – and you can view it 
whenever you want after that. Please note 
that for this service, we will also be prepar-
ing a DVD for those of you who do not have 
online access. To order this DVD, 
please call the office by December 
10th to order it, so it can be includ-
ed with the special Christmas Eve 
package we are preparing.  

You will also notice that our sanctu-
ary will look different for Advent 
and Christmas this year. We hope 
to create an atmosphere that looks 
a little more like your living room 
and will feel a bit like we are all 
together – even though we are 
physically distanced. Our Advent 
services will build towards our 
Christmas Eve service, and all 
share a common thread. This year 

we will be looking back to the time of Christ-
mas Pageants and will have a look at the 
challenges of one congregation as they 
struggle to put on their annual Christmas 
play. We think you will enjoy this humorous 
peek behind the scenes into their work and 
how God is working with this ragtag group 
of people to tell this most important story.  

We want you to join us as we journey 
through Advent and into Christmas. Deco-
rate your homes, bring out the Advent 
wreath (or log or whatever you have), light 
the candles with us and let the story spark 
your memories and imagination about how 
we might all share the good news that 
Christ is coming. It will be a very different 
Christmas this year, but we hope and pray 
that you might be blessed anyway – regard-
less of the pandemic, protocols and separa-
tion.  

Don’t forget to send us your greetings (in 
print or on video) so that we can share them 
with the rest of the congregation. We are all 
in this together, even if we are physically 
distanced.  

Pastor James 
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JUST SAY NO! (TO CONSPIRACY THEORIES) 

A 
s if there were not already enough 
challenges to our lives in 2020, there 
has arisen yet another challenge to be 

dealt with – conspiracy theories and fake 
news. Conspiracy theories are nothing new; 
the difference is how the internet has spread 
and amplified these theories. It also has, at 
least for some, given them the appearance 
of credibility. There have always been con-
spiracy theorists or those who believed they 
had secret information (the Gnostics in the 
early church, for example). The internet has 
facilitated their association and given them 
the sense that they are a growing move-
ment. The algorithms many social media 
companies use to display content exploits 
this problem. It feeds you information it 
thinks will keep you engaged – which com-
plicates the issue. 
 

It greatly disturbs me when I see church 
leaders and members promoting these base-
less conspiracy theories – often with political 
overtones. Just yesterday, I signed a peti-

tion asking two Roman Catholic Bishops to 
stop spreading false information about 
COVID-19 vaccines and urging their mem-
bers to refuse to be vaccinated. The ultra-
conservative Bishops do not represent the 
wider church but have used their positions 
to lend credibility to these errant claims. 
This is not the first time something similar 
has happened, nor do I expect will it be the 
last. Other pastors have been proclaiming 
some of the nonsense coming from Qanon 
as gospel truth – which it clearly is not. It is 
not hard to discover the truth about these 
claims if one bothers to do any research at 
all. The sad truth is that some Christians 
have been disproportionately accepting and 
promoting many of these claims. This is not 
the first time this has happened; in fact, 
many of the currently shared claims are re-
cycled from a document originating in the 
late 1800s. If you are interested in those, 
you might want to google "The Protocols of 
the Elders of Zion," of which parts were pla-
giarized from Maurice Joly's Dialogues. 
(PLEASE NOTE: I am not promoting these 
works, simply sharing how some of the cur-
rent theories are simply reworked conspira-
cy theories from the past.) 
 

Sadly, many of these ideas give the people 
that hold them a sense of power and/or au-
thority (or even a sense of belonging), 
which reinforces them. They can be alluring, 
but our responsibility as Christians is to 
speak the truth in love. So, be somewhat 
cautious about what you might hear out 
there, and before you accept any of these 
ideas, do yourself (and others) a favour – do 
a little research to find out if there is any 
substance to these ideas. Before you post 
(or repeat) something, check to see if it 
comes from a reputable source and that it is 
sound advice. There are many good sources, 
including this link, which deals with some of 
the more recent ones https://
www.bbc.com/news/55017002. Check 
out their Reality Check section for more in-
formation about other theories, or check the 
very reliable Snoopes at https://
www.snopes.com for further information. 
 

Thanks! 

Pastor James 

https://www.bbc.com/news/55017002
https://www.bbc.com/news/55017002
https://www.snopes.com
https://www.snopes.com
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A Note from Pastor Anna on Your Hosanna Advent Package 

A THANK YOU FROM PASTOR ANNA  

Last month in my note to the congregation I 
asked: what can we do to help others feel 
special? And many of you shared with me 
the things you are doing to remind others 
that you care about them. I heard about you 
reaching out to care for others, and how 
much others appreciate when their friends 
think of them and make the effort to get in 
touch. 

This month your Hosanna staff and Council 
want to make you feel special! We are pre-
paring a Hosanna Advent Package to be sent 
out to each household in the season before 
Christmas. We want to remind you that we 
are thinking of you, that you matter to us, 
and that during this sacred season of wait-
ing with hopeful expectations, we are unit-
ed. We are one community formed in Jesus’ 
name based in the place called Hosanna Lu-
theran Church, Edmonton.  

This package should be arriving at your door 
during the third and fourth weeks of Advent. 
In it you will find sweets, candles, cards, 
pictures, and the best wishes from those of 
us on Hosanna’s staff. 2020 has been an 
unexpected year, with many new experienc-
es, challenges, and joys – and we want to 
celebrate it with you! We are giving thanks 
for you and your gifts. For your love for God 
and one another. For being united in Spirit 
even when we are distanced in body.  

A pre-recorded Christmas Eve service DVD will be available to be included in your 
packages if you call the office and sign-up to have it included. Hosanna’s Christ-
mas Eve Service will go live on Christmas Eve at 4pm on our YouTube channel, 
but if you don’t have access to YouTube we would be happy to include a DVD 

copy of the service – you just have to let us know that you need one.  

There are opportunities however for you to 
help us with this important project. We need 
volunteer drivers who would be willing to 
deliver some packages. The more drivers we 
have, the easier this task will be. Willing vol-
unteers can let me or the office know and 
we will coordinate the delivery of these 
packages.  

The giving and receiving of gifts is so much 
a part of Christmas, past and present, and 
your staff are looking forward to sharing 
with you some gifts of the season and our 
warmest greetings. We are a people blessed 
by the God who loves us enough to give us 

the Son, Jesus Christ – though we need no 
other gifts we are also blessed to be com-
munity together and will celebrate together 
through your Hosanna Advent Packages.  

My wish for you this Advent and Christmas 
season is that you take care, stay safe, and 
stay well.  

Pastor Anna  

P.S. Lakeland we care about you too, but it 
was too short notice to get packages to you! 
We wish you a wonderful advent season and 
a merry celebration of Christ’s birth.  

Thank you to all our Hosanna Sunday school 
and Confirmation families for your participa-
tion in the worship service on November 29. 
Your willingness to participate and be part of 
our worship together has deepened our 
sense of connection and community during 
this time when connecting is so important. I 
want to say a special thank you to Sonja 
who found a way to include these families 
and create a thoughtful service for us even 
while admittance to the physical church 

building is being limited. A note to Sam of 
thanks as well for his work editing and pre-
paring each family’s video submissions to be 
included in our ser-
vice. The Hosanna 
community is made 
better, stronger, 
and more loving 
through all of your 
efforts! 
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC PRESENTS ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 2020 

HOSANNA YOUTH  

The Youth Committee is grateful to all those 
who participated in the 2020 Fall Fundscrip 
fundraiser. Your generosity, and love of gift 
cards, helps our youth program continue to 
run and offer fun and creative ways for our 
youth to be community for one another. Our 
program is stronger because of you and we 
are all thankful for your care and generosi-
ty.  

The Committee would like to thank Krystle 
Plant for her leadership over this fundraiser. 
The committee will next meet on Thursday 
Dec 3 at 7pm. I f you would like to join 
the Youth committee to help us plan, fund-
raise, and lead youth events please speak to 
any member of the committee: Kirstin 
Veugelers (Chair), Krystle Plant, Helena 
Hendricksen, Chris Terry, Helen Bowden 
(Council Rep), or Pastor Anna.  

Hosanna Youth gathered together 
online on Saturday November 21 for Online 
Craft Night. Beautiful paintings were created 
by all 12 participants. You can check them 

out following this article. Supplies were 
gathered by youth leader Krystle, who also 
led us through the painting process. It was 
a fun night! Fun to be “together” online and 
fun to do something creative! Thank you to 
everyone who participated.  

Our December Hosanna Youth Event is yet 
to be decided. All youth families should keep 
their eyes peeled for emailed info to come 
soon.  

Confirmation Classes meet from 5-6pm 
on via Zoom with a blended confirmation 
class from both Hosanna and Lakeland Lu-
theran (Cold Lake). The final confirmation 
class for fall 2020 will be on Dec 8, then we 
will have a break until January 12, 2021. 
This year we are studying the Bible focusing 
on the many people God has worked with 
and through to bring the message of love 
and hope to a world in need. Ask any con-
firmand who their favorite Bible character is 
so far, and what they know about their sto-
ry!  

November 29 introduces us to a new liturgical 
season: Advent. Advent is traditionally a time 
of waiting and preparation for the coming of 
Jesus, which we begin celebrating on Christ-
mas Eve. You will notice the change in our 
worship space over the coming season. Ho-
sanna’s Christmas tree is up, Children and 
Youth led Sunday will introduce some of the 
history and legacy of The Hanging of the 
Greens, we will sing advent hymns and blue 
will feature strongly as our liturgical colour.  

During the season of Advent 
Worship and Music urges you 
to join together as a worship-
ing community by lighting 
your own advent wreath or 
yule log at home to mark the 
passing weeks and our jour-
ney towards Christ’s birth. 
This wreath can be as elabo-

rate or simple as you desire and during our 
worship together you will be invited to light it 
as part of your worship at home. We will be 
teaching an advent lighting hymn for us to 
sing at home too.  

Advent will also feature a special video series 
called The Glory of Christmas and will use the 
different characters in the birth narrative of 
Jesus to help us dwell deeper in this important 
and powerful story of our faith. We will exam-
ine how Christmas and Advents past have 

shaped our waiting and our celebrations even 
as we look to how the indwelling of Jesus in-
forms how we are called to live in the world 
today. Join Pastors James and Anna for some 
conversations about faith, family histories and 
Christmas pageants past.  

As the light outside continues to decrease to-
wards the darkest night of the year we turn 
again to Christ’s light, to the light of God’s 
promises, and the glow caused by the Holy 
Spirit at work in and through each of us. Come 
checkout how we will grow the light in worship 
and be part of the spreading of the light.  

Christmas Eve this year will look vastly differ-
ent than other years, but our worship will be 
available online, through the Hosanna Edmon-
ton Office YouTube channel, beginning at 4pm 
on Christmas Eve. There will be no services in 
the church building on Christmas Eve but you 
are each invited to make a sacred time for 
singing, hearing again the story of our Lord’s 
birth, and the lighting of candles. Each house-
hold will receive two tapers but please have 
more candles on hand if more people will be 
present.  

We know this year Advent and Christmas will 
look different but Worship and Music urges you 
to join in, to be part of the spreading the light, 
and to hold fast to what is important, finding 
the joy in something new and unexpected.  
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YOUTH CRAFT NIGHT  
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NOTES FROM YOUR COUNCIL 
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T 
his will be a Christmas like no other. And yet we’ve each probably had 

those one-off Christmases — those years of birth or death that made that 

Christmas out of the ordinary. Perhaps like Mary and Joseph, you’ve had 

a Christmas when you felt out of your element — as if away from home. Marcus 

and I have had three Christmases out of the country. A time when there was no 

family with us and yet the people around us had become family for the time. Cir-

cumstances for each of us often change Christmas to Christmas and yet the mes-

sage remains the same: God is with us — Emmanuel.  

Emmanuel, now and forever. 

Advent Blessings 

Happy Christmas 

From Your Church Council 

Margaret Sadler, on behalf of: Helen Bowden, Gary Corrigal, Rick Hernder,                  

Ray Janke, Don Newsom, Karen Peitsch, Liz Tanti, and Peder Vinge 
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 

A 
dvent, Christmas and likely Epiphany 
will look very different this year. In-
stead of being focusing on the things 

that we aren’t able to do, try to look on this 
year as a chance to free yourselves from 
some of the expectations we put on our-
selves. Instead of trying to keep up with all 
the busy-ness of the season, we have the 
chance to spend more time at home with 
those we love and focus on what’s really im-
portant about this time of year. I bet you’ll 
talk about 2020 for years to come! 

 

The Hanging of the Greens 

On the first Sunday of Ad-
vent, the Sunday School and 
confirmation class will lead 
us in a cross+generational 
worship service. The worship 
service/program “Hanging 
of the Greens” focuses on 
some of the greenery that we 
associate with the Advent/

Christmas season and use to adorn our 
homes and churches (such as garland, 
Christmas tree, wreath, poinsettia, etc.). 
Thank you to all the families that participat-
ed by sending in their videos. 

Join us for this livestreamed worship service, 
including communion, on Sunday, November 
29th at 10:00am. 

Sunday School 

We’ve decided to take a break from regular 
Sunday School classes during Advent and 
Christmas and instead encourage families to 
watch our live streamed worship together 
each week. Bring out your Advent wreaths 
and light the candles along with the candle 
lighting ceremony at the beginning of the 
service each Sunday. We’ve got some spe-
cial Advent videos in store for each week 
which the whole family should enjoy. You 
might want to decorate a special area of 
your house in royal blue, the liturgical color 
for the season of Advent.  
 

Prayer Partners 

Our Prayer Partners have not been able to 
see each other in person since before the 
pandemic. Besides praying for your partner 
(and their family) over the Advent/
Christmas season, it might be nice to also 
remember them with a card, a candy cane, 
or a small homemade gift to show them that 
you are thinking of them.   

Adult Forum 

Thank you to Jolyn Hall from Edmonton 55 for 
her informative forum on aging well. And also to 
Carl Betke and Kirstin Veugelers for arranging – 
and then rearranging – for Jolyn to present to us.  
Stay tuned for announcements of Adult Forums in 
the New Year. 

 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 

This study continues on Thursday mornings at 
10:00 am by Zoom. After the study on December 
10th, the group will take a Christmas recess, re-

suming in January. If you have not been part of this group this year, consider checking it 
out in the New Year – there’s great discussion, a lot of laughter and no homework!  Many 
thanks to Del for taking a leadership role for this group. 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

Women’s Bible Study will meet for our monthly study on Friday, December 11th at 
7:30pm by Zoom. All women are welcome even if you haven ’t been able to join us 
before – just let Sonja know you would like to join so she can send out the Zoom link and 
study materials in advance. 
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Advent Resources 

Here are some devotions and other Advent resources for 
you to use at home. We also have a number of family de-
votional books for Advent if you would like to stop by the 
church and pick one up.  

 

 Advent Reflections – daily devotions from On Ea-
gle’s Wings. Stories and reflections on life and minis-
try in the North. Available on the black counter. 

 Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany Activity Pack:This activity pack for chil-
dren and families includes a variety of ideas from faith formation resources .Some 
of the activities are especially appropriate for young children, some are intended 
for intergenerational groups, some will work well in a virtual setting, and some are 
just right at the kitchen table or in front of the fireplace with family members of all 
ages. https://issuu.com/churchpublishing/docs/advent_activity_pack_final/20 

 Free Family Friendly Resources for Advent - from Building Faitth includes Ad-
vent calendars, an Advent wheel, and a bunch of other good stuff! https://
buildfaith.org/free-resources-for-advent/ 

 Advent Tags - I thought these might be fun to use like an advent calendar, one 
for each day. Then they could be reused by attaching to gifts. https://
passionatepennypincher.com/free-printable-scripture-tags-for-advent/ 

 

Christmas and Epiphany Resources 

Although it looks like we won’t be able to get together for our usual Epiphany party in Jan-
uary, we are looking at ways that we can celebrate this day. Stay tuned for more info in 
the weeks to come. Here are some ideas that you might like to use at home during the 
season which follows Christmas: 

 Twelve Days of Christmas Devotion Kit - this would be for the days between 
Christmas and Epiphany.  https://childrensministry.com/12-days-of-christmas-
devotion-kit/ 

 Chalking the Door: An Epiphany Tradition – a short service where we mark our 
doors with chalk as a sign that we have invited God’s presence and blessing into 
our homes  https://buildfaith.org/chalking-the-door/ 

 
Mental Health Resources 

Sanctuary Mental Health Ministries has a number of free resources available to support 
mental health and wellbeing. The following are available at https://
www.sanctuarymentalhealth.org/available-subscriptions 

 Faith, Grief and Covid-19: A Conversation  The COVID-19 pandemic has gen-
erated grief in all of our lives. This online resource is designed to help us under-
stand grief as Christians, and to encourage us to begin to think creatively about 
how we can support grieving members of our communities while practicing physical 
distancing. 

 Finding Light in the Deepest Dark is designed to encourage our faith at a 
time when it may feel most challenged. Join us on a journey to lament our losses, 
connect with the events of the year, and find gifts in the midst of hardship as we 
look forward with hope. This resource offers an opportunity to reflect on 2020, give 
and receive support, and prepare for the Christmas season through Scripture, art, 
music, and dialogue. 

https://issuu.com/churchpublishing/docs/advent_activity_pack_final/20
https://buildfaith.org/free-resources-for-advent/
https://buildfaith.org/free-resources-for-advent/
https://passionatepennypincher.com/free-printable-scripture-tags-for-advent/
https://passionatepennypincher.com/free-printable-scripture-tags-for-advent/
https://childrensministry.com/12-days-of-christmas-devotion-kit/
https://childrensministry.com/12-days-of-christmas-devotion-kit/
https://buildfaith.org/chalking-the-door/
https://www.sanctuarymentalhealth.org/available-subscriptions
https://www.sanctuarymentalhealth.org/available-subscriptions
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NEW RESOURCE FOR ADVENT 
Finding Light In the Deepest Dark is designed to encour-

age our faith at a time when it may feel most challenged. 

Although we originally wrote this resource for the UK, we 

wanted to make it more widely available in case it is helpful 

for you and your community. This resource offers an oppor-

tunity to reflect on 2020, give and receive support, and pre-

pare for the Christmas season through Scripture, art, music, 

and dialogue. It is perfect for small group or individual use, 

and the facilitation is Zoom-friendly. 

Subscribe to Finding Light. 

NEW DEVOTIONAL ON THE BIBLE APP 

Sanctuary has partnered with author, speaker, and activ-

ist Tiffany Bluhm to produce a devotional addressing the 

intersection of race, mental health, and faith.  “Recovering 

Hope”—available now on the YouVersion Bible app—

explores the realities of racial trauma and examines the 

themes of recovery found in Paul’s letters. Readers from 

every background will be encouraged to share stories, re-

flect on identity, and look for opportunities to cultivate hope 

and reconciliation in their communities.  

Find more resources from Sanctuary on race, faith, and 

mental health. 

SANCTUARY'S VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS GALA 

Be sure to RSVP for our first-ever virtual Christmas Gala, 

streaming live from Fluevog Shoes in Vancouver on Thursday, 

December 3rd, 7:00-8:00 PM PST. We'll chat with some 

special guests, get a sneak peek of The Sanctuary Course for 

Catholics, and hear an update on Sanctuary's growth and fu-

ture plans. Plus, 50% of proceeds from Fluevog purchases with 

our special code that evening will go to Sanctuary, and every 

dollar you give during December will be matched by a gener-

ous donor.  

Learn more about the Christmas Gala. 

Sanctuary Menta l  Heal th Min istr ies   

info@sanctuarymentalhealth .org  

THE SANCTUARY COURSE 

https://sanctuarymentalhealth.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fe0a7ed081bbf2bea9d9af243&id=458a2e2159&e=ca35be827b
https://sanctuarymentalhealth.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fe0a7ed081bbf2bea9d9af243&id=fad1daa1ed&e=ca35be827b
https://sanctuarymentalhealth.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fe0a7ed081bbf2bea9d9af243&id=1689ccc99a&e=ca35be827b
https://sanctuarymentalhealth.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fe0a7ed081bbf2bea9d9af243&id=f38c017edf&e=ca35be827b
https://sanctuarymentalhealth.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fe0a7ed081bbf2bea9d9af243&id=5791b6da20&e=ca35be827b
https://sanctuarymentalhealth.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fe0a7ed081bbf2bea9d9af243&id=4f87dd47ad&e=ca35be827b
https://sanctuarymentalhealth.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fe0a7ed081bbf2bea9d9af243&id=0a5a34bcc1&e=ca35be827b
https://sanctuarymentalhealth.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fe0a7ed081bbf2bea9d9af243&id=0a5a34bcc1&e=ca35be827b
https://sanctuarymentalhealth.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fe0a7ed081bbf2bea9d9af243&id=e2952c34ab&e=ca35be827b
https://sanctuarymentalhealth.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fe0a7ed081bbf2bea9d9af243&id=ba7c7ef21e&e=ca35be827b
https://sanctuarymentalhealth.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fe0a7ed081bbf2bea9d9af243&id=38a3f71f68&e=ca35be827b
mailto:info@sanctuarymentalhealth.org
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WISDOM & HUMOUR AT CHRISTMAS 

W 
e will all be glad to see the last of 2020.  At this time last year who would have 
imagined in their worst nightmares the pandemic that would overtake our province 
and the world.  With the recent news of positive results from vaccine trials it ap-

pears that there is some of the proverbial light at the end of the tunnel, and a hope that 
there may be a return to more normal ways of living in 2021.  Notwithstanding that good 
news, there is no denying that this has been a difficult year for all of us, and the short 
term prospects continue to be disheartening.   
 
 
One of the major focus points of the Sanctuary course on mental health issues that was 
held at Hosanna last winter was the need for self-care.  This care can take many forms, 
and will differ from person to person.  Sometimes a chance to reflect on comments or ob-
servations from other people can help to frame things for us in a positive light.   
 
 
In the spirit of the season here are a few quotes from some famous, and not so famous, 
people on Christmas that I hope will give you reason to nod in agreement or even better 
yet to chuckle: 
 
 

“Christmas gift suggestions: to your enemy, forgiveness. To an opponent, 
tolerance. To a friend, your heart. To a customer, service. To all, charity. To 
every child, a good example. To yourself, respect.”  (Oren Arnold, American 
author) 

 
“It is Christmas every time you let God love others through you.  Yes, it is 
Christmas every time you smile at your brother and offer him your 
hand.”  (Mother Teresa) 

 
“I love Christmas. I receive a lot of wonderful presents I can’t wait to ex-
change.” (Henny Youngman, American comedian and musician) 

 
“Christmas is a season not only of rejoicing but of reflection.” (Winston 
Churchill) 

 
“I once bought my kids a set of batteries for Christmas with a note on it say-
ing, Toys Not Included.” (Bernard Manning, English comedian) 

 
“One of the most glorious messes in the world is the mess created in the liv-
ing room on Christmas Day. Don't clean it up too quickly.” (Andy Rooney, 
American writer) 

 
 “I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year.”  
          (Ebenezer Scrooge) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Best wishes for your Christmas season,  

and for brighter days in the year ahead. 

 

John Campbell 

on behalf of the Sanctuary Course Group at Hosanna 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Champions for Change 

Those who recall in the days before the 

pandemic, will remember how we encour-

aged members of Hosanna to lighten their 

pockets and purses by donating spare 

change to Champions for Change in order to 

buy transit tickets for those in need. Recipi-

ents included some clients of the Hosanna 

Food Bank depot as well as the Jasper Place 

Wellness Centre, which made them availa-

ble to those having a need.  

For a while, earlier in the pandemic, the city 

did not charge for riding the bus. This has 

changed, so again there is a need for tick-

ets. We would appreciate support of Cham-

pions for Change through cash donations 

left at the church or through other means -- 

cheque, PAR or electronic transfer (see 

page 22) 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Hosanna Social Justice Committee 

Loving God, 

  

Help us 

to focus on what we have 

not on what is removed or changed. 

  

Inspire us 

to find ways to give thanks 

for the gifts we recognize. 

  

Strengthen us 

when we feel discouraged 

or overwhelmed. 

  

Embrace us 

so that us we know Your loving presence 

within us and among us. 

  

Walk with us 

as we bring Your love, 

and carry Your light 

into our world. 

  

Amen. 
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NO ROOM IN THE INN 
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THE WIDER CHURCH 

December 2020 Message for  

Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders  
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A LETTER FROM BISHOP LARRY TO HOSANNA 
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A LETTER FROM LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
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PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS 

Prayer is one of the best and easiest ways we can communicate               

with God, for ourselves and for others.  

Those who have 
been ill, at home 
or in hospital, 
and have asked 
for our public 

prayers:  Victor, Dave, and Sheila Tate, 
Barb Ulmer, Lyndon Moore, Luna Dykes, 
Eileen Nikolic, and for Joel Zimmerman, 
Jack Pollock, Jane Coats, Melanie Af-
folter, Steven, Tanya Hintz and family, 
and Joelle Saslz & family, from Lake-
land Lutheran, Stan Johnson (self-
requested), Ritchie Tan, Elizabeth Tan, 
Kate Tan, Roy Victor (Tess Wende), Mar-
lene Almen (self-requested), Ruby Bennett 
(Jim Bennett), Barry Lyall (Pastor Anna), 
Edith Preiksaitis (Pat Becker), Hilda Lindae 
(self-requested), Margot Koeppen (Anna 
Thede), Monica Gibson (Maureen Lyall), 
Paul Johnson (Barb Ulmer), Gordon Landro 
(Sonja Carmichael), Al and Tess Wende 
(self-requested), Michael Newsom (Don 
Newsom), Clara Jonsson (Anna Thede), 
Mercedes R, (Marlene Chapman), Brandon 
R., (Marlene Chapman),  Pauline Gibson 
(self-requested), Darlene Anderson 
(Gladys Hansen), James Sloan (Marlene 
Chapman), Chelsea Sloan (Marlene Chap-
man), Owen Wiig (Pr. Anna), Scott Brown 
(Pr. Anna), Stephanie B., Sebastian B., 
Ted B., Sharon B., Jonathan B., Dwayne 
B., Marc B. (by Marc B.), Barb Clausen 
(Rodina Couling), Eric Lange (Pr. Anna), 
John Sims (self-requested), Lynn Kitchen 
(Carole Hernder), Irene Erickson (Judy), 
Dale Grinde (Marlene Grinde), Marvin Sei-
fert (Shirley Seifert), Emily Stebner 
(Pastor Anna) and from Lakeland Lutheran 
ongoing prayers for: Dakota, Joel, 
Jane 

To request 
confidential 
prayer fo r  
yourself or 
for others, 
contact our 
Prayer Chain 
Leader: Del 

Bennett at 780-487-
4062. If you are interested 
in being a part of the Prayer 
Chain, or finding out more 
about it, contact Del. 

DECEMBER BAPTISM  

ANNIVERSARIES 

03 Jean-Luc Bussieres 

03 Harvey Goebel 

03 Lennox Vinge 

03 Esme Zinken 

04 Gladys Hansen 

04 Kathryn Hurst 

06 Morley Becker 

07 Edith Preiksaitis 

09 Ira Fessenden 

10 Gabrielle Uwiera 

11 Anne Strack 

12 Martha Ropchan 

13 Gil Schuman 

14 Jenny Degaust 

14 Doug Jahns 

15 Lisa Vogel 

17 Myla Steinburg 

23 Glenys Schmidke 

26 Karen Moore 

29 Hope Campbell 

29 Brandon Miller 

30 Blake Pohl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thelma Irene Ries 

August 12, 1927— November 7, 2020 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

You can stay current on what’s happening at Hosanna each Sunday by 

subscribing to the e-bulletin Hosanna Happenings that goes out each 

Thursday, along with a listing of the volunteers serving in the worship 

services on the coming Sunday. If you would like to join the distribution 

list, please contact Lena at office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca.  

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED:  

Christmas Day, Friday, Dec.25th 

Thursday, Dec.31st  

New Year’s Day, Friday, Jan.1st  

mailto:office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
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FROM HOSANNA MEMBERS 

 

Just wanted to share a happy event in our lives that occu-
rred this past Thursday.  Orest received an award on Na-
tional Philanthropy Day.  That day recognizes individuals, 
couples, organizations and various groups for their contri-
butions of time, talent and resources to the communi-
ty.  There are several categories of recognition: arts and 
culture, community enrichment, education, environment, 
health, social services and youth.  Orest was nominated by 
NAIT in the Education category based on more than 25 
years of giving.  In recent years he has volunteered at 
events on the NAIT campus.  Five years ago we establis-
hed an annual bursary in Chemical Technology, with prefe-
rence that it be given to a rural student.  (He graduated 
from Chemical Technology in 1968.)  Just this year we be-
gan supporting an endowment fund to provide this bursary 
for the future.  

Following is the address to NAIT’s website if you wish to 
read further. 

https://www.nait.ca/giving/stories/long-time-
donor-and-alumnus-recognized-for-support 

The Myroons 

https://www.nait.ca/giving/stories/long-time-donor-and-alumnus-recognized-for-support
https://www.nait.ca/giving/stories/long-time-donor-and-alumnus-recognized-for-support
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Greetings to all. 

            

As some of you know i had a 
"tavi" operation (transcatheter 
Aortic Valve Implantation) on 
Nov. 4th. Thanks be to God, the 
surgeons and staff at the 
Mazankowski I was able to go 
home the same day. After a few 
days of pampering by my family 
I was able to resume my own 
care. Am I ever blessed!! 

 

As we start the Advent Christ-
mas season reach out with a 
friendly phone call to members 
who don’t have access to a com-
puter. You can’t get Covid over 
the phone.   

 

Christmas Blessings to all.   

Christine Birkenhagen 
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SPECIAL NOTE ABOUT DONATIONS 

We want you to know how you can make donations to Hosanna 
during this time. Our operations and expenses still continue 
even though we are meeting in a variety of ways. 

 

PAR: If you are on PAR, everything w ill pro-
ceed like normal – thank you. If you would like 
to join PAR, let us know and we will send you 
the form (or you can pick one up at the office). 

 

E-TRANSFER: You may email transfer us: 
donations@hosannalutheran.ab.ca. Please in-
clude at least your email address in the notes 
section, along with any designation for your 
donation. If your banking software does not al-

low you to enter personal information, and you are not on our 
mailing list, please call the church office at 780-484-3932 and 
provide your address so we can mail you a receipt. 

 

MAIL/MAILBOX: You can mail in your do-
nations (some of you already do this – thank 
you), or you can drop them off at the office or 
in the locked mailbox by the front door. 

 

ONLINE: You can also donate online via 
credit card. Here is the link to the Hosanna 
website page with the donation link:  

http://hosannalutheran.ab.ca/ministries/give  

 
If you give online, please note a couple of things, 1) you will re-

ceive a receipt from CanadaHelps  - not Hosanna. 2) This option 

costs the church the most, as we pay a fee for the credit card 

and a fee to CanadaHelps. It is not huge, so this remains a via-

ble option, but if you can do one of the other choices, your mon-

ey goes a bit further.  

mailto:donations@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
http://hosannalutheran.ab.ca/ministries/give
http://Canadahelps.org
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PROPOSED DECEMBER 2020 CALENDAR 
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