
GROWING IN GOD:
Developing Qualities for Christian Growth

When you plant a garden you must provide certain ingredients to 

insure growth. You need to consider the amount of sun and water available, 

fertilizer, time needed for weeding, and the time of year to mention only the 

most obvious requirements.

There are certain ingredients or qualities in our life that will insure our 

Christian growth. In this chapter, we will take a look at a few qualities you 

will want to work on if you desire to have your relationship with God grow 

into a ·meaningful and life-transforming bond.

What does it take to grow in your relationship with God? Here are a few 

points to help you along the way:

1. Be Real

A Christian always has room for growth. Be open and honest about your 

faith. Don't pretend to be someone you are not! Be real.

Here's a wonderful story from the book The Velveteen Rabbit that 

illustrates this point.



The Skin Horse had lived longer in the nursery than any of the 
others.

He was so old that his brown coat was bald in patches and showed 
the seams underneath, and most of the hairs on his tail had been 

pulled out to string bead necklaces. He was wise, for he had seen a 
long succession of mechanical toys arrive to boast and swagger, and 

by-and-by break their 

mainsprings and pass away, and he knew that they were only 
toys, and would never turn into anything else. For nursery magic is 
very strange and wonderful, and only those playthings that are old 

and wise and experienced like the Skin Horse understand all about it.
"What is REAL?" asked the Rabbit one day, when they were lying 
side by side near the nursery fender, before Nana came to tidy the 

room. "Does it mean having things that buzz inside you and a stick-
out handle?"

"Real isn't how you are made," said the Skin Horse. "It’s a thing that 
happens to you. When a child loves you for a long, long time, not 
just to play with, but REALLY loves you, then you become Real"

"Does it hurt?" asked the Rabbit. ·

"Sometimes," said the Skin Horse, for he was always truthful. 
"When you are Real you don't mind being hurt."

"Does it happen all at once, like being wound up," he asked, "or bit 
by bit?"

"It doesn't happen all at once," said the Skin Horse. "You become. It 
takes a long time. That's why it doesn't often happen to people who 
break easily, or have sharp edges, or who have to be carefully kept.

Generally, by the time you are Real, most of your hair has been 



loved off, and your eyes drop out and you get loose in the joints and 
very shabby. But these things don't matter at all, because once you 

are Real you can't be ugly, except to people who don't understand."1

1 Margery Williams, The Velveteen Rabbit (New York: Avon Books, 1975), pp. 16,17.

What spiritual significances do you see in this story?

Do you know anyone who is a growing Christian and has the 

characteristics of being real? In the space below write their 

name and the qualities about them you appreciate.

2. Desire
Before a person can grow in their faith they must have a strong desire to 

grow.

Read Matthew 5:6.

How does this verse apply to the principle of desire?



On a scale from 1 to 10, how would you rate yourself on "hungering and 

thirsting" for God?

1     2       3        4         5      6      7          8       9        10

NEVER       SELDOM            SOMETIMES                  OFTEN          

CONTINUALLY

3. Repentance

A growing Christian walks toward God, not away from Him. 

Jesus calls you to walk in His direction.

Read Luke 5:27-32 and 1Timothy 1:15.

According to these verses, why did Christ come into the world?

Has there been a time in your life when you have repented (turned around) 



of your sins and committed your life to Christ?

Growing Christians continually repent when they fall out of step with Christ. 

Repentance gives God the opportunity to remove the "road blocks" from 

the Christian’s path to Him.

What in your life right now might be called a "roadblock" to your Christian 

growth?

Are you willing to ask God to help you repent of this road 
block? Circle your answer.

YES No

4. Time

God wants your time and your attention.

Read Colossians 3:17.

How much of your time and attention does God want?



Does God have your time and attention in these areas?

Yes Needs 

Improvemen

t

Really Needs 

Improvement

No

Prayer
Bible Reading
Servanthood
Giving
Fellowship
Witnessing
Loving Your 
Family



5. Commitment

Only a deep commitment to Christ will keep your faith from 

fading. Read. Mark 12:30.

How does Jesus challenge us to love God?

According to Psalm 37:5,6, what does God promise when we commit our 

way to Him?

Read Proverbs 3:3-6.

What qualities in verses 3 and 4 will bring you favor in the sight of 

God and humankind?



Are these qualities evident in your life?

According to verses 5 and 6 what are the results of trusting in God?

6.  Service

The call to Christ is the call to serve.

What philosophy of service did Jesus teach in Luke 22:24-27?

 What makes this philosophy different than the worlds?



List a few ways you can serve the Lord this month:

All six of these qualities are not an "end to a means" but rather 

are checkpoints and suggestions to help your Christian faith 

blossom into a mature walk with our Savior. 

TO TAKE A STAND

1. A growing Christian would always be an active part of a church 

body

(participation in worship, Christian Education ; service).

2. A growing Christian would not date a non-Christian.

3. A growing Christian would give at least 10% of his or her 



income to the Lord's work.

4. A growing Christian would seldom fight with his or her parents.


