
FORGIVENESS

Have you ever heard the phrase, "Christians aren't perfect, they 

are just forgiven?" Well it's true. The central core of the gospel 

rests on the fact that as a Christian your sins are forgiven. If more 

people would understand this fact, more people would respond to 

Jesus Christ. In this chapter we'll examine the fact of forgiveness.

I. God’s forgiveness is real.

Read each verse below and write how it relates to God's forgiveness.

Psalm 86:5

Isaiah 1:18

Hebrews 10:17

1 John 1:9



II. Forgiveness in Christ is life transforming.
You cannot receive true forgiveness in Jesus Christ and remain the 

same. 

Forgiveness of our sins in Christ introduces many exciting 

facts into our spiritual life. Forgiveness gives us:

1. new life

2. abundant life

3. eternal life

4. freedom

1. New Life

What does 2 Corinthians 5:17 mean?

Why is it sometimes difficult to believe we are new creations in Christ?



If you have asked Jesus Christ to become Savior and Lord of your 

life you can be assured that you have a right relationship with God. 

You can be assured that your sins have been forgiven. You can be 

assured of becoming a "new creation in Christ."

If you do not have the assurance in your heart and mind that 

you are forgiven in Christ, then do not wait another minute!  

Pray this prayer right now and settle the forgiveness issue in 

your life now and forever.

Dear Jesus,

Thank you for dying on the cross for my sins. I ask you to come 

into my life and forgive me of my sins. Make me a spiritually new 

person as you have promised to do. I accept your unconditional 

love and forgiveness. Help me Lord to be your person and live 

for you. Thank you.

Amen.

If you have prayed that prayer you have the assurance in 2 Corinthians 

5:17 that you are a new person in Christ. Don’t keep it to yourself, tell 

someone.



2. Abundant Life

Read John 10:10b.

What was one of the reasons Jesus came to Earth?

Logically speaking, why does forgiveness give us an abundant 
life?

How would you rate your life?

____________________________________________________
_____

Pretty Dry Stagnant      Looking Better
Overflowing in Abundance

What could you do in your life to live a more abundant life?

3. Eternal Life
Christ's forgiveness is not just for a moment, it is forever! John 3:16 is 

perhaps the most famous verse in the entire Bible. 



What is the good news of eternal life found in John 3:16?

 Write down on paper any feelings you might have about eternal life:

How can viewing life from an eternal perspective change the way 

we live life today?

4. Freedom

Freedom is the result of a forgiven life.

What do you think Jesus was talking about in John 8:32?

Here's a thought: In your forgiveness in Christ you have been set free to be 



all that God desires you to be in life.

For Further Study

God's forgiveness changes our lives. His forgiveness helps us to...

1.overcome guilt

2.forgive others

3.like ourselves

Read the verse under each statement and write how the verse A) 

relates to the topic of forgiveness and B) applies to your own life.

1. Overcome guilt. 

Psalm  103:12

Is there something in your life that still has you feeling guilty, 

even though you have asked for forgiveness? If so, explain.



2. Forgive others.

Matthew 6:12-14

Is there someone in your life you need to forgive?

3. Like ourselves

Ephesians 2:10

What area of your life do you need to learn to like yourself?


