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LOTS OF LEARNING! 
         

 

Happy New Year! The past couple of 

months have been a whirlwind of 

good things for us.  We had an 

incredible trip to Cambodia for our 

final training and commissioning.  We 

learned about the atrocities of the 

Khmer Rouge and the strength of the 

people as they continue to recover 

from those terrible events.  We got to 

witness the life changing ministry of 

other missionaries participating in 

God’s mission. We got to ride in a tuk 

four weeks.  We found a two 

bedroom house to rent right next 

door to the school (Lusaka 

International Community School) the 

kids will attend.  We were able to 

move in on Nov. 1.  It has been a 

busy time finding a school & house, 

getting to know the pastors and 

churches here, and transitioning into 

a new way of life here in Zambia! We 

have learned a lot, and we have a 

lot more to learn! 

 

 

 

  

TUOL SLENG GENOCIDE 

MUSEUM 

TRYING A BBQ TARANTULA 

A TUK-TUK IN PHNOM PENH 

Happy New Year! The past couple of months have been a whirlwind of 

good things for us. We had an incredible trip to Cambodia for our final 

training and commissioning with GBGM. While there, we also heard about 

the atrocities of the Khmer Rouge, visited Choeung Ek Genocidal 

Memorial & Tuol Sleng Museum, and witnessed the strength of the people 

of Cambodia as they continue to recover from the terrible events in their 

nation’s recent history. We got to find out about the life changing ministry 

of other missionaries participating in God’s mission – and ride in a tuk-tuk, 

taste a tarantula, & enjoy fellowship with people from around the world. 
 

We returned to Lusaka tired but filled with hope & joy from all we had 

experienced.  Since being back, we have celebrated Christmas and New 

Year’s, have endured the frustrations of daily power load shedding (up to 

20 hours with no power at a time), Felix and Lena Ruth have started school 

(for the first time ever!), and we have begun Nyanja lessons.  Read on to 

see what else we (and the churches here) have been up to! 

Peace! Ashley & Joe 
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“The United Methodist Church believes 

God’s love for the world is an active and 

engaged love, a love seeking justice and 

liberty.” 

 

-UMC Book of Resolutions 

 

  

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
 

 

 
    

01 

Mission teams who can 

help with construction, 

leading camps for all 

ages, or skills training. 

 

 

02 

Donations to Advance 

#3022283 (Church 

Building Projects) or 

Advance #3022284 

(Local Pastor Support) 

03 

Check out our list below- 

we hope to provide 

food, fellowship, & fun at 

the upcoming children 

and youth events! 

 

04 

Christian education 

literature for all ages! 

Send us your old 

Upper Rooms or 

Sunday devotionals! 
 

LEARNING NYANJA 

THE KIDS ARE IMITATING “VULCAN” FROM BIRMINGHAM 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

We currently have lots of exciting things happening 

here in Lusaka. St. Marks UMC received a donation 

and was able to build the second half of their 

church building. New Hope UMC is in the process of 

buying beams so that they can start to build a 

structure to stay dry from the rains during worship. 

 

Joe has begun teaching & helping with leadership 

training. In February thru April Ashley will lead a 

training for Sunday School teachers, a children’s day 

event, and a youth day event.   
 

Thanks to your generosity we were able to offer our 

pastors some monetary support in the month of 

December.  Let us know if you would like to be a 

monthly supporter for one of our pastors! 

 

Ashley is also working on a Sunday 

school curriculum for all of the 

churches. We continue to try and 

listen and dream about building a 

camp/retreat center through the 

use of recycled plastic. We are also 

exploring the possibility of starting 

something like a Wesley Foundation 

at the University of Zambia. 

FELIX WATCHING THE CONCRETE PROJECT AT ST MARKS 

https://umcmission.org/advance-project/3022283/
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/3022283/
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/3022284/


 

 

SUPPORTING PASTORS 
Pastors throughout Zambia work as volunteers.  They receive no pay.  Currently, in the Lusaka district, only 

two of the four pastors have a parsonage.  Aside from helping to build church buildings, we also hope to 

help build parsonages for the pastors and are looking for pastors/churches who would like to connect with 

and support individual pastors here.  We will connect you together to share prayer requests and to learn 

from one another.  We would love to find partners who would also provide $100 per month to help 

supplement the little money each pastor is able to get from their congregation.     
 

RECYCLING PROJECT? 
.Pastors throughout Zambia work as volunteers.  They receive no pay.  Currently, in the Lusaka district, only 

.wo of the four pastors have a parsonage.  Aside from helping to build church buildings, we also hope to 

.help build parsonages for the pastors d are looking for pastors/churches who would like to connect with 

.and support individual pastors here.  We will connect you together to share prayer requests and to learn 

.from one another.  We would love to find partners who would also provide $100 per month to help 

.supplement the little money each pastor is able to get from their congregation.   long-term self-

.sustainability………….   
 

 

.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Click on either name if you’d like to 

donate to our personal GBGM accounts: 

For Joe        For Ashley 

 

Our mailing address:  
 

Joe Riddle 

University of Zambia Post Office 

UNZA Box 6 

Lusaka, Zambia 

260 97 915 2637 
 

We’ve received letters, padded 

envelopes, & boxes in the mail – 

so we know it’s working! 

 

 

Send an email to 

jriddle@umcmission.org or 

ariddle@umcmission.org with what 

you are interested in and how 

you would like to partner with the 

UMC in the Lusaka District! 

We would love to host your group! 

PACKAGES THAT HAVE ARRIVED AT OUR PO BOX 

LEADERSHIP TRAINING 1ST DAY OF SCHOOL 

DREAMING ABOUT A RECYCLING CENTER        

We have been doing research on the feasibility of establishing a plastic 

recycling center here in Lusaka. We still have a lot to learn! We were 

connected to Jenny Phillips who works with GBGM in the field of 

environmental sustainability – and she says that this project has great 

potential. She also referred us to a recycling venture at Church of the 

Reconciler in Birmingham – which we were already aware of and love! 

So we were encouraged by these connections and are thankful for the 

opportunity to explore more about plastic recycling in Lusaka. 

PASTOR SUPPORT + BUILDING CHURCHES & PARSONAGES 
Pastors throughout Zambia work with little monetary support & usually without a parsonage. In the Lusaka 

district, only two of the four pastors have a parsonage. For the majority of our married life we have lived in a 

parsonage and know how helpful it is to have one! So it feels near to our hearts to try to provide housing for 

the pastors who do not yet have it provided by their church. Your donations to GBGM for these projects will 

come to us here in Lusaka! Then we are able to work with the District Superintendent to get the funds to the 

churches & to the pastors. Follow these links to donate: Pastoral Support or Building Churches & Parsonages. 

 

SUPPLIES WANTED!  
As we partner with the three UMCs to enhance children’s Sunday School and to host two activitiy days – one 

for children & one for youth. These are some things we would love to have (good quality versions!):  

CHILDREN OR YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL CURRICULUM     FRISBEES     BEACH BALLS     UNO     COLORED PENCILS 

FOOTBALLS     JUMP ROPES     JENGA (GAME)     SHARPIE MARKERS     COOKIE CUTTERS     TWISTER (GAME) 

VOLLEYBALLS     CONES     SCISSORS     KINETIC SAND     SAND MOLDS     ANIMAL UPON ANIMAL (GAME) 

VOLLEYBALL NET     TENNIS BALLS     CONNECT FOUR (GAME)     EMBROIDERY STRING     SCISSORS 

BALL PUMP & NEEDLES     BLINK (CARD GAME)     DODGE BALLS     BANDANAS     PIPE CLEANERS 

https://umcmission.org/missionary-bio/3022712/
https://umcmission.org/missionary-bio/3022713/
mailto:jriddle@umcmission.org
mailto:ariddle@umcmission.org
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/3022283/
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/3022284/

