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                   To our PCFUMC Church Family, 

I don’t even know where to start. I literally began writing this                    
letter ten times and ended up just needing to acknowledge it.  
I don’t know where to start. Truth is, when we tell the story  
of 2020, we will likely always begin with the coronavirus. It 
has overcome us to the point of fatigue, fear, and fed up, yet  
it still rages. As I write, we are experiencing an alarming 

swelling of both cases and deaths around our country and across the globe, even as hope rests on the horizon of a potential vaccine that 
could be ready in the near future. Far, far, far too many have lost loved ones to this and to its broader economic, social, physical, and 
spiritual effects. That would be enough, but in this decade of a year, we also saw light shine on our continuing sin of racism, a delayed (and 
shortened) SEC football season, great peaks and valleys on the economic front, and a close, contentious Presidential election.  

Some would like to just (Control, Alt, Delete) reboot the year and move on to 2021. This is a temptation, isn’t it? Well, we will move on to 
2021, God willing, but before we do I want to take a moment to say that PCFUMC has much to celebrate.  

Our facilities may have been underused but are improved. The Beacon flooring project was finished in February and it is beautiful. The 
Sanctuary interior was painted in June and looks new. A broken pane of (nearly 100 year-old) stained glass was replaced masterfully. The 
Sanctuary pews are in the process of being refurbished, all by volunteers from our worship community. The ground floor flooding issue is 

almost completely remedied. New lights were installed all around the outside of the church 
facility, improving our security and safety.  

Some churches haven’t been able to worship together at all. On the second Sunday of March, 
we had no experience or inclination to pursue online worship. By the third Sunday in March, 

armed with an iPhone and Facebook and YouTube accounts, we were streamers. Since then, we have averaged hundreds of persons 
worshiping with us each week- online. Our in-person gatherings began in June outdoors and, starting in September, continued in the 
Beacon. We now offer both Traditional and Contemporary worship in that same space each Sunday. I am biased, but I have sensed God at 
work in all the ways we have been worshiping. 

We have sought to remain connected. Small groups have figured out how to provide safeguards while beginning to meet again. Lay care 
ministers have helped us stay in touch. Belinda’s online Bible Study has reached so many, both inside and outside the church. Our Youth 
group is remaining responsive to the virus but has been meeting for months and between an amazing virtual VBS this summer, online 
children’s church, and a resumption of in-person children’s activities in November, kids have stayed rooted and grounded in their faith.  
You have remained faithful. Even through a global pandemic, no staff have been lost, and in fact, they have remained connected and 
thriving. We have continued to fund UM ministries across the globe, support missionaries in many countries, and support ministries 
locally. Ramps have been built, meals delivered, snacks packed, and bills paid. We have never been forced to ask for more resources, 
because you were continually asking how you could contribute from yours. We will reach our ministry giving goal for 2020, because of 
your generosity. Thank you! 

We do not know what 2021 holds for us. We do know that God still holds us close and walks alongside us as we seek to grow as a 
“community of believers seeking to transform lives through Jesus Christ.” As you consider what stewardship looks like for you in 2021, and I realize so 
many have been affected in very dramatic ways, remember that God has done, is doing, and will do 
abundantly far more than we can hope for or imagine as we remain near God in our Worship, Nurture, 
and Service.  

I didn’t know where to start this letter, but I do know where to end...with thanksgiving. Thanks are due to 
you for staying this difficult course we are navigating this year. Thanks to the wonderful and gifted lay, 
staff, and clergy whom God has called to serve in this community. Thanks especially to the One who 
formed us, who saves us, who leads us, and who transforms us.  

Thanks be to God! Amen … Grace and Peace … Byron Vance 
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It is time to start planning for the Thanksgiving holiday meal  
ministry. We currently serve about 225 meals each week through 
our Loaves & Fishes ministry and it is these same people that we 
will serve at the holiday time. Those that we are helping look  
forward to seeing us and are so appreciative. We will be serving 
and delivering on Thanksgiving morning, Thursday,  
November 26th. We still need: 

 100 Servings of Vegetables. 

 At least 2 more delivery teams starting at 10:45am.  
(Delivery should take no more than an hour) 

If you volunteer to bring food, please deliver during  
office or daycare hours the week of Thanksgiving or the morning  
of Thanksgiving between 9-9:30am. Please label your dish and 
place in the BEACON refrigerator.  

Please contact Jan Sweatman at (205)492-9461 if you can help. 
Thank you for being willing to volunteer your time, efforts and  
resources for these families!!! 

 

 

Advent is a season of joy and celebration for many, but for 
others, there may be a sense of dread, depression and  
loneliness. For those persons, the frivolity of the season 
can be especially painful. 

On Thursday, December 10th, at 6:00pm, we will have a 
Blue Christmas Worship Service in the Sanctuary. The 
purpose of this service is to give voice and hope to those 
who are grieving, or who are experiencing other types of 
losses or feelings of exclusion or despondence. The  
candlelight service will include words of hope, time for 
prayers, quiet reflection, and sharing in Holy Communion. 

The service is not only for those who grieve, but all who 
care for persons who grieve. Additionally, those who long 
for a quieter more contemplative beginning to the  
Advent/Christmas  
season may find this  
time especially  
meaningful. 

 
 

 
 
 

Join us as we prepare for Advent. We will begin  
decorating the Sanctuary at 9:30am on Sunday,  

November 22nd, immediately following the worship  
service and at 11:30am will decorate the Beacon. If you  

can help, please plan to stay after either worship service. 

Advent is almost here! 

This year’s online devotions will be emailed daily and are titled “Incarnation: 
Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas”, based on a study by Adam 
Hamilton.  Each week will begin with one of his video lessons provided 
through Amplify Media.  

This is a multimedia platform that features thousands of videos you can use 
for study, reflection, worship and inspiration. You can access this anytime 
and on any device. 

To set up your Amplify account (at no cost to you) just follow these simple steps: 

1. Go to:  https://my.amplifymedia.com/pellcityfumcpellcityal 

2. Enter our Access Code:  DMNJPL 

3. Then each week you will just follow the link provided in the Advent email. 

For those who want a hard copy to follow each day we will provide Society of St. Andrews printed devotionals.  They will be 
available Sunday, 11/29, in both worship services as well as in the church office. 

https://my.amplifymedia.com/pellcityfumcpellcityal
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November/December Study:  

UNWRAPPED: A 4-WEEK SERIES ON CHRISTMAS  

When you think of Christmas, you probably think 

about an event — an event that is (hopefully) filled 

with gifts, food, family, and fun. But what happens 

when that event isn’t as joyful or peaceful as we 

wish it were? And is the “event” even what  

Christmas is about anyway? In this 4-week series, 

we’ll discover what this season is truly about.  

It’s about getting ready to receive God’s gift of  

Jesus, sharing that gift with others, rejoicing in the 

surprising gifts God gives us, and taking time to  

enjoy God’s presence. 

It’s beginning to look (a little) like Christmas here  

on Wednesday Nights! I know it’s not technically 

Christmas yet; Thanksgiving hasn't even happened. 

That's ok though, because this week we will start a 

new Wednesday Night Series called  

Unwrapped—The gift of Christmas, that will run 

through mid December. Similar to week's past we 

will have  1  dinner beginning at 5:30p in the  

Fellowship Hall Parking lot. We will also have a fire pit 

for youth to stay warm around, and if it gets to cold 

youth can spread out around the Fellowship Hall. 

After dinner  2  around 6:10p ALL youth will head to 

the Sanctuary for games, Worship music, and a  

message shared by a different adult youth  

volunteer each week.  3  We will be finished around 

7p. Mask are still required when youth can’t be 6 

feet apart and during singing. 

 

DECEMBER 13th 

 

4th-6th grade ministries 
Wednesdays 5:30-6:30 

(Beacon Gym—dinner provided) 

 

Sundays 
10:30am 

3yrs—3rd Grade 

Nursery available upon request 

  



 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday   8:00 am -  5:00 pm 

Friday  - Closed 
 

Website: 
www.pellcityfumc.org 
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Those Who are Homebound or  
Reside in Care Facilities 
Tender, compassionate God, we lift our  
prayers for those who have lost much of  
their independence. Give grace and comfort  
to those who are isolated from loved ones  
during this pandemic. Grant peace to  
families unable to be present. Reassure all  
that you do not abandon anyone. 
 

Jan McCarver 
Linda Brown - Sylacauga Rehab 
Dot Doak 
Willie Earhart 
Neva Hestley - Cook Springs 
Tom Kelly - Veteran’s Home 
Alene Mathis - Village East 
Bill & Kitty Sams 
Janet Weldon 

 

Precious Lord, hear our prayers. 
 

Those Who Grieve 
Bless those who mourn, and heal their  
brokenness with the soothing balm of your  
gentle touch. 
 

Family of Dan Simpson 
Teresa Ford & Family 
Rosemary Carter & Reva Dorough & Family 
Carol Becht & Jane Tingle & Family 
Mike Galloway & Family 
Cindy Grice & Family 

 

Lord, in your tender mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

 
 

Those Serving in the Military 
Most powerful and loving God, we commend 
to your care all the women and men of our 
armed forces serving at home and abroad. 
Strengthen them in the trials they face, give 
them courage to face peril, and grant them a 
sense of your abiding presence. 
 

Ryan Warmack 
Matthew Dorough - South Korea 
Connor DuBose - South Korea 
Max Knepper 
Wesley Smith 
Sam Richardson 

 

Lord in your great love, hear our prayer. 

Those in Need of Healing (Body, Mind, or Spirit) 
Almighty and everlasting God, you offer  
comfort to the sad and strength to the  
suffering. To everyone in distress grant mercy, 
grant relief, grant hope, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
 

Carol Becht  Elaine Stratton 
John Dubose  Pamela Wilbanks 
Beth Jones  James Wansart 
Jenny Westover Johnny Mathis 
Sarah Wright  Nancy Guido 
Peggy Bice  Janice Seay 
Rosemary Carter Chris Moon  
Robert Rhodes  Sarah Rhodes 
Donella Allen  Sheree Gibbs 
Gus Skillman  David Cole 
Judy Grainger  Melissa Sizemore  

 

Lord, out of your bountiful love, hear our  
prayer. 

 

Pastors, Staff, and Ministries of PCFUMC 
Loving God, we are thankful that we have  
been able to return to in person worship on 
site in a safe manner. We give thanks for all  
the leadership teams who worked diligently  
to put in place processes to be protective of 
those who attend. We give thanks for online  
opportunities that have and will continue to 
provide worship connections.  
We continue to pray that we will all show  
patience, love and respect to one another.  
 

Merciful God, Hear our prayers. 
 

A Prayer for Our Nation 
Almighty God, you rule all the peoples of the 
earth. Inspire the minds of all women and men 
to whom you have committed the responsibility 
of government and leadership in the nations of 
the world. 
 
Give to them the vision of truth and justice, that 
by their counsel all nations and peoples may 
work together. 
 
Give to the people of our country zeal for justice 
and strength of forbearance, that we may use 
our liberty in accordance with your gracious 
will. 
 
Forgive our shortcomings as a nation; purify 
our hearts to see and love the truth.. 
 

We pray all these things through Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

PRAYER NEEDS - NOVEMBER 2020 


