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Chapel in the Pines 

 

3rd Grade Bible Recipients 

Shaddix Wright 

Emma Seay 

Lexi Cooper 

Baylee Cooper 

Sam Christian 

Gracie Bonds 

 

Come Holy Spirit 

Fill the hearts of your  

faithful and kindle in them  

the fire of your love. 

Send forth your Spirit, and  

they shall be created. 

And you shall renew the  

face of the earth. 

2021 

Confirmands 
Avery Wright 

Summer Wasyluka 

Piper Teal 

Savannah Lee 

Graham Knight 

Grace Falls 

Hank Alexander 
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We want to invite you to an  
" In-Person" Grief meeting  

on Monday, May 17th  
at 4 p.m. in Room 116. 

There are around a hundred boxes in the “pool room” at our parsonage organized in three stacks: small, medium, and 
large. These are all boxes that were carefully stowed away sometime during the Summer of 2014. Some would say we were 
being fatalistic in keeping these boxes, but I like to think that it is just an acknowledgment that transition is part of the call 
of a United Methodist minister.  
 

The “mostly” normal transition of pastoral change has begun at Pell City First United Methodist Church. It is only mostly 
normal because only one of the pastors involved in Pell City’s pastoral changes was expecting to move this year. These  
unexpected moves can challenge, frustrate, and even sadden us. We hold on to the promise of the God who would not 
leave us nor forsake us. These pastors have said “yes” to a life of itinerant ministry and we as churches have said “yes” as 
well to supporting the broader kingdom work of the United Methodist Church, both here in the Lake Logan Martin area 
and across the globe. Sometimes, it takes unexpected turns. 
 

This transition has some mile posts along the way. June 6th will be the last time Belinda and I will serve communion as 
part of this community of faith. June 13th will serve as a goodbye with a blessing in an event after 10:30 services.  
June 20th will be our last time to preach in regular worship services here. July 4th will mark the beginning of  
Rev. Dr. Rachel Gonia serving as Senior Pastor and Rev. Joe Riddle serving as Associate Pastor. Rev. Dr. Gonia will  
represent a distinct marker in her service as she is the first woman to serve as Senior Pastor in our nearly 120 year history. 
With this, we think fondly on all those women who have served and been called to ministry, but particularly Rev. Sherri 
Reynolds, the first woman to serve as Associate Pastor, who now serves as the District Superintendent of the Southwest 
District. We are part of a great legacy of faithfulness. 
 

Rachel and Joe toured the parsonages last Monday and those same houses are now being inventoried for furniture needed 
and repairs necessary to make the church’s houses their homes. Belinda and I spent the weeks following the announced 
changes hunting for houses in Hoover and Huntsville, respectively (as we will be serving churches without parsonages)  
and, thanks be to God, we both have closing dates on the calendar in the coming weeks.  
 

Rachel and Joe made their first official visit to Pell City last week, spending a few hours with Belinda and myself, sharing  
a meal and some great laughs with the church’s staff, and the aforementioned tours of the parsonages. We introduced 
them to our wonderful worship communities (Online, Traditional at 8:30 and 10:30, Wide Open, and Chapel in the Pines), 
and gave them a brief overview of the church’s ministries, including Chapel in the Pines. They were eager to learn, ready  
to serve, and are faithful to their calls.  
 

New mile posts will mark our way forward. July 4th will be the first time Rachel and Joe share in Holy Communion with 
you all. In the early weeks, you will welcome them with a blessing, just as you will have sent Belinda and me forth with a 
blessing.  They will lead their first funeral and you will appreciate their attentiveness and gifts. (I still remember Bob  
Barnett’s first words to me in the hospital as Carole lay dying, “This is a hell of a way to meet your new pastor.” It was  
and I’ll never forget.) They will help you remember those we‘ve lost on November 7, All Saints Sunday and lead you  

into your first Advent together on November 28.  
 

Soon, my stacks of empty boxes will be empty again, sitting somewhere in  
Madison County. New empty boxes will be in 2118 3rd Avenue North and  
2203 3rd Avenue North. Lena Ruth and Felix may even find creative uses for 
some of these boxes before they are tucked away for a long season of service. 
What won’t be empty are the worship spaces, small group rooms, ministry  
rosters, mission activities, or hearts of the faithful here at Pell City First United 
Methodist Church. No, those will all be filled with people, filled with joy, filled 
with life, filled with the hope we find in Jesus Christ and in the great communion 
of saints. Thanks be to God.       
 

       —Pastor Byron 

We are accepting love offerings for both Byron and Belinda.  
Please make checks payable to FUMC and write the Pastor’s name 

in the “for” line.  If you have questions 
please call Teresa at 205-338-3374 or 

email: teresa@pellcityfumc.org 

mailto:teresa@pellcityfumc.org


 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Wednesday 8:00 am -  5:00 pm 

Thursday 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Friday  - Closed 

 

Website: 
www.pellcityfumc.org 
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Those Who are Homebound or  
Reside in Care Facilities 
Tender, compassionate God, we lift our prayers 
for those who have lost much of their  
independence. Give grace and comfort to those 
who are isolated from loved ones during this 
pandemic. Grant peace to families unable to be 
present. Reassure all that you do not abandon  
anyone. 
 

Jan McCarver - Harbor Chase 
Dot Doak 
Willie Earhart 
Neva Hestley - Cook Springs 
Tom Kelly - Veteran’s Home 
Alene Mathis - Autumn Cove 
Bill & Kitty Sams 
Janet Weldon 
Elaine Stratton - McClellan 
Byron Terry - Legacy 
Charlie Bice - Trussville Health & Rehab 
 

Precious Lord, hear our prayers. 
 

Those in Need of Healing (Body, Mind, or Spirit) 
Almighty and everlasting God, you offer comfort 
to the sad and strength to the suffering. To  
everyone in distress grant mercy, grant relief, 
grant hope, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

John Mathis  Gus Skillman 
Rosemary Carter Donella Allen  
Sheree Gibbs  Cindy Grice 
Betty Wright  Donn Brascho  
Robert & Sarah Rhodes Ashlynn King 

 

Lord, out of your bountiful love, hear our  
prayer. 

Those Serving in the Military 
Most powerful and loving God, we commend to 
your care all the women and men of our armed 
forces serving at home and abroad. Strengthen 
them in the trials they face, give them courage  
to face peril, and grant them a sense of your  
abiding presence. 
 

Ryan Warmack 
Matthew Dorough 
Connor DuBose - South Korea 
Max Knepper 
Wesley Smith 

 

Lord in your great love, hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer for Pastors 
God of Grace, we continue our prayers for  
Pastors Byron and Belinda as they make  
transition plans for the upcoming moves.  
Give them strength and grace for each day for 
the many decisions that must be made and the 
many appointments to keep.  Renew them daily.   
We pray that your Spirit is already moving in 
Huntsville First United Methodist and Discovery 
United Methodist Church to prepare the  
congregations to receive and support them.  
Likewise, Holy One, we pray for Pastors Rachel 
and Joe, as they are making preparation to move 
to Pell City.  Give them strength, grace and vision 
for their ministry among us.  Move among us 
with assurance that You are with them and with 
us in the coming days.  Give us open hearts and 
hospitable spirits.    
 

God of Glory, hear our prayers. 

Those Who Grieve 
Bless those who mourn, and heal their  
brokenness with the soothing balm of your  
gentle touch. 
 

Dorothy Miller Family 
Peggy Bice Family 
 

Lord, in your tender mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

PRAYER NEEDS - MAY 2021 

 
 

As a component of Congregational 

Care, we have formed a prayer team. 

These ten individuals have made a 

commitment to pray for needs that 

arise within the church, especially 

those that may occur between the 

times of the published prayer list.  If 

you would like prayer for yourself or a 

loved one, please notify the church 

office, or text Pastor Ava (205-505-

0811).  If you do not want the prayer 

request published, but only shared 

among the prayer team, please indi-

cate that.  If you would like for some-

one to pray with you, please let us 

know. 


