
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

March 19: 

 

March 26:  

 

April 2:  

 

April 3-7: 
 

April 9: 

9:30am—Sunday School 

10:30am—Worship in the Sanctuary 

9:30am—Sunday School 

10:30am—Worship in the Beacon 

9:30am—Sunday School 

10:30am—Worship in the Beacon 

12:00pm—Holy Week Services 

Lunch to follow in the Beacon 

9:30am—Sunday School 

10:30am—Worship in the Sanctuary 

 

CANDY DONATIONS 
NEEDED! 

Please bring  
candy individually 

wrapped (no  
chocolate) to place 
in easter eggs for 
the community  

Easter Egg Hunt. 
Buckets will be 

placed around the 
church to put your 

donations in.  



 

PAGE  2 T R A N S F O R M I N G  L I V E S  R E V .  D R .  R A C H E L  G O N I A ,  S E N I O R  P A S T O R  

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 
Reserve your special date now.  

Contact the church office to honor  
your loved one with flowers on the altar.  

(205-338-3374) 

Resurrection 

One of my favorite hymns is Hymn of 
Promise which includes the lines: 

In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree;  
In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 
In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be,  
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 

Looking out my office window, I can trees with new leaves and 
blooms on bushes that looked dead only weeks ago. During 
this season of the year, we see new live emerging all around us. 
When I see the return to life of nature in the spring of the year, 
I am reminded of the power of resurrection. 
 

In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity;  
in our doubt, there is believing, in our life, eternity.  
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory, 
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 

The dictionary definition of resurrection is “the act of rising 
from the dead” and for Christians, we understand this to be 
the rising of Christ from the dead which we celebrate at Easter. 
The Resurrection is the basis of our faith. Often we look  
toward the resurrection as only an “end of life” thing—that 
ultimate Resurrection. However, there have been times in my 
life when I have experienced the power of God to work  
resurrection in places that I would never expected. God can 
bring renewal and healing even when relationships seem dead 
and even when we don’t expect new growth.  
 

Many of us have faced deep hurt and have a great need for 
healing. As we gather for Holy Week services from Palm  
Sunday to Maundy Thursday to Good Friday, we remember 
the hurt and pain that Jesus suffered. Finally, we celebrate 
Easter with the Hope and Resurrection it brings. The promise 
of Christ’s Resurrection is not just about the end of our lives, 
but about the Re-Creation and Resurrection that we can know 
daily.  
 

There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody; 
There’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and 
me.  
 

From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery, 
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.  
 

As we anticipate Easter, may we also look for the dawn after 
the darkness and the daily resurrections in our lives. May this 
season bring healing, reconciliation, re-creation and hope.  
 

—Pastor Rachel 

HOLY WEEK VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 

We need volunteers to help in 
multiple capacities during  
Holy Week. Here are a few ways you can help: 
Greeting Visitors, Meal Service, Kitchen/Clean Up — Etc.  

If you would like to help, please contact Judy Hicks, 
Kaye Cloud, or the church office. There will be a  

sign-up sheet during Wednesday Fellowship Dinner. 

Grief Support Group  
meets Monday,  

March 20th at 4:00 p.m.,  
in Room 116.   

 

Contact Ava Rozelle, (205)505-0811  
or email ava.rozelle@gmail.com with questions.   

 
 

 
It’s approaching Easter time and our local community in 
need will be looking forward to receiving a warm meal 
from Suzanne’s Meals on the Saturday before Easter, 
April 8th. 

As always we will need side dishes prepared and 
brought to the Beacon kitchen. We will need workers to 
warm and assemble the meals and people willing to  
deliver the meals throughout the community. 

Please let me know in which capacity you can help.  
If bringing food, please let me know if you will be  
bringing a green vegetable or a starch. 

Thanks in advance for your continued support of this 
wonderful ministry. Please call me with any questions. 
 

Kathy Jackson 
205-910-5845 

Church t-shirts  
will be available soon.  
Cost will be $20. Watch for more 
information about how to get yours! 

Questions I’ve Always Had about God, Jesus, or the Bible….  
 

Are there times when you have had questions that you  
feel foolish asking?  Have you had religious questions to  
which you have never received a satisfactory answer? Now is 
your time to ask those questions! Pastor Rachel is working on 
a sermon series for the month of June and would like to ad-
dress the questions.  She doesn’t have all the answers, but at 
least can see what the bible has to say!  
To submit your question, email her directly Rachel.gonia@umcna.org 
or use this link anonymously: https://forms.gle/BkkbQuEBkEcjtUNu8 

mailto:Rachel.gonia@umcna.org
https://forms.gle/BkkbQuEBkEcjtUNu8
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Wednesday Nights 

6:30―7:30pm ~ 3rd Floor 

Whether it’s your favorite 

movie, book, or reality show, you know there’s 

nothing like a good plot twist! That’s never more 

true than in the most surprising and significant 

plot twist in history ― Jesus’ death and resur-

rection. In this 6-week series, we look at six 

surprising stories from Jesus’ death, resurrec-

tion, and last days on earth. These stories 

show us that, when life takes unexpected 

turns, God helps us. And even when we’ve 

messed up or are ready to give up, Jesus 

never turns away from us, but gives us life, 

gives us hope, is with us, and gives us anoth-
er chance. 

Sunday School 

9:30―10:15am ~ 3rd Floor 

Have you ever been lost? 

It can be scary to realize 

you’re not sure where you are. In this 4-week 

series, we’ll explore stories Jesus once told 

about things that were lost and then got 

found again. Through those stories, we’ll dis-

cover that Jesus notices you, values you, 

welcomes you back when you’ve strayed, 

and invites you to the party. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Friday, Saturday 

& Sunday 
 

June 9th, 10th  

& 11th 

Are you interested in helping the church plan for the  
reopening of the daycare?   

 
One option would be a Mother's Day Out program.  If you 
have interest in helping us develop a vision for what this 

will look like, or if you know of a family that has a 
child who would like such a program, please contact the 

church office. 



 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Wednesday 8:00 am -  5:00 pm 

Thursday 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Friday  - Closed 

 

Website: 
www.pellcityfumc.org 
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Website: 
www.pellcityfumc.org 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday - Wednesday 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Thursday 
8:00 am - 3:00pm 
Friday - Closed 

          

PRAYER NEEDS - FEBRUARY 2023 

Those Who are Homebound or  
Reside in Care Facilities 
Tender, compassionate God, we lift our  
prayers for those who have lost much of  
their independence. Give grace and  
comfort to those who are isolated from 
loved ones and grant peace to families  
and caregivers. Reassure all that you do  
not abandon anyone. 
 

Benny Cosper            Dot Doak                       
Willie Earhart            Bill & Kitty Sams           
Janet Weldon            Gus Skillman 
 

Elaine Stratton - McClellan 
Judy Carleton - Cook Springs 
 

           Precious Lord, hear our prayers. 
 

Those Serving in the Military 
Most powerful and loving God, we  
commend to your care all the women and 
men of our armed forces serving at home 
and abroad. Strengthen them in the trials 
they face, give them courage to face peril, 
and grant them a sense of your abiding 
presence. 
 

Ryan Warmack  Wesley 
Smith 
Connor DuBose Seth Wyatt 
Jason Storey   

 

Lord in your great love, hear our prayer. 
 

Special Requests 
Joe & Ashley Riddle, serving in Zambia 
This congregation & leadership 
 
 
 

Those in Need of Healing  
(Body, Mind, or Spirit) 
Almighty and everlasting God, you offer  
comfort to the sad and strength to the  
suffering. To everyone in distress grant mer-
cy, grant relief, grant hope, and healing 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Frances Channell Billy Cornelius 
Donella Allen  Bob Noble 
Bill Hill  Rebecca Atchison  
CJ Braxton  Kai Cooper 
Faith Ginn  Katy Gaddis 
Tom Edwards  Nina Capps 
June Boggs  Jeanne & Chris 
Rhona Waldrop Stella Davis 
Ren Wheeler  Fanay Register 
Thomas Register Sheree Gibbs 
Linda Shanklin  Brenda Gibson 
Jean Isaacs  Roger Moore 
Donn & June Brascho 
   

Lord, out of your bountiful love,  
hear our prayer. 

 
Those Who Grieve 
Bless those who mourn, and heal their  
brokenness with the soothing balm of your  
gentle touch. 
 

The Braswell Family 
Jean Isaacs’ Family 
The Brant Family 
Jon Sweet Family 
 

Lord, in your tender mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

 

Lenten Prayer for Justice 
God of justice and mercy, pour on us such love and 
compassion for your people, that as grace fills our 
hearts, we might be stirred to action, to  
demonstrate your love for all the world.  
Forgive us for the times we lack the courage to 
speak out, when we walk past and don’t offer help.   
We confess that we are afraid, it is hard to face our 
doubts and to walk alongside those who are  
different.   
We ask that you give us strength and courage to 
step into another person’s shoes, or even to take off 
our own.  May we be a liberating presence, offering 
love, compassion and whatever is needed to act 
justly, love mercy and walk humbly with our God.  
We pray for those in other countries and in our own, 
where justice seems remote and human rights are 
ignored. We pray that those who are prisoners will 
not be forgotten.  We pray that the dignity of life is 
respected, and that we will remember those who 
have lost that dignity through age, infirmity or  
neglect. We pray for those who have no peace, for 
those who are troubled and torn apart by violence.  
We pray for those men, women and children  
affected by violence in their own homes, and for 
those who live by violence. We pray for those who 
are trafficked and for those who profit from selling 
other humans.  May they learn of your love and 
somehow come to newness of life, even in the midst 
of despair. Loving God, help us not to stand aside 
and tolerate lack of basic human needs.  Give us 
strength to act and challenge hatred, and offer 
instead your mercy and justice. Pour out your Holy 
Spirit that we will be empowered and be channels 
through which your peace, love and justice flow.  
Make us to be truly your people through whom your 
light shines and your love is revealed.  
Amen. 

  


