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I’ve always been fascinated with Simeon the Stylite and the call to life as an ascetic. Born in 
Syria in 390, he was known to have spent 37 years of his life atop a pillar (Greek, stylos) near 
Alleppo, Syria, giving his full attention to God. The pillar was believed to be about 50 feet high 
with a platform at the top of about 11 square feet. He was the first known Stylite, those who 
would climb themselves up onto a pillar as part of their devotion to Jesus. The pulling away 

from the distractions of the world allowed them to be only focused on their devotion to the Lord.  
 

PCFUMC has given me the rare and exciting opportunity to spend the first six weeks of 2021 seeking renewal 
for what lies ahead for 2021 and beyond. In a (very) small sense, I will be following in the footsteps of Simeon. 
By climbing up a figurative pillar, away from the direct responsibilities and ministry opportunities I enjoy as 
your Senior Pastor, I hope to allow God the space needed to prepare me for the next season in ministry. I will 
be praying, studying, resting, exploring, and a good many other “-ings” during this time away. I’m taking a box 
of books, a list of ideas, a few music playlists, and the encouragement from my family and you all to come back 
renewed in spirit, body, mind, and purpose.   
 

Don’t worry. The pillar I’ll be climbing will only be figurative. No one will need to lean a long, tall ladder to 
deliver food or for me to have human interaction. But I do hope to climb into that space even if its just a 
different area code for a bit, to allow God to do some refining of who I am in ministry so that God can still be 
glorified in what I do and who I am. Thank you for this chance to spend the time I need in order to come down 
refreshed and ready for what God has in store for us next.                 
                                                                                                                                                                   Grace and peace, --Byron  

There is power in God’s people  
reading the scripture together! 

Join others in our church family and 
around the Conference in reading 
through the Bible in 2021.  “Read  
Together” provides you with a plan 
for daily Bible readings from the Old 
and New Testaments. 
 

You can register your participation at www.umcna.org/

readtogether  and you can check out the Facebook page 
for access to weekly podcasts and to discussions 
about the readings. 
 
If you need some accountability to keep on track,  
contact Angel Rait at (256-225-3654) to participate in 
a “Read Together” small group with other PCFUMC 
members.            

                                  Happy reading! 

An update from the Restart Team 
Our Restart Team met last week to reassess  
in-person worship in light of recent events and 
increasing numbers of Covid cases.  We will 
continue to meet in person on the same  
schedule, 8:30 and 10:30am on Sunday mornings, and  
to observe all of our health and safety guidelines: 
• Checking temperature at the door 

• Gathering contact information for exposure notification 

• Hand sanitizing at entrances 

• Watching physical distance 

• Masking while entering, exiting, singing, and moving around 
during service 

• Staying home if you are feeling unwell in any way 
 

(We are requiring the same guidelines of the community groups 
that meet in our facilities and the staff is being extra cautious so 

that we can continue to stay healthy and serve you.) 
 

In the event that you test positive after being present for  
worship or other gatherings at the church, please contact the 
church office so that we can notify others of their exposure. 

http://www.pellcityfumc.org/
http://www.pellcityfumc.org/
http://www.umcna.org/readtogether
http://www.umcna.org/readtogether
https://www.facebook.com/Read-Together-UMCNA-940171376171804


 

PAGE  2 T R A N S F O R M I N G  L I V E S  R E V .  B Y R O N  V A N C E ,  S E N I O R  P A S T O R  

 

Are you feeling God calling you to do more? 

Do you want to have a greater impact on others? 

Do you have a heart for those who are stuck in 
the cycle of poverty? 

Would you like to participate in a book study and 
help us chart the course of our mission team? 

 
If you answered yes to any of these questions, please consider 
joining in our upcoming book study on Robert Lupton’s book, 
Toxic Charity. This book is a great resource for understanding 
the long-term impact of mission projects and will help us as we 
envision our future missions as a church. 
 

We will meet once a month either in-person or over Zoom.  
We will discuss two chapters each month. Typically, we will 
meet the first Tuesday of every month at 5:30pm. However, 
our first meeting will be Thursday, February 4th at 5:30pm. 
You can purchase the book on Amazon and we will also have 
copies to distribute. Donations are appreciated to offset the 
cost of the books. 
 

If you believe this is how God wants to use you to serve and  
empower His people, please email Suzanne Freeman at  
suzannefreeman801@gmail.com to join this book study. 

A special “Thank You” to everyone who participated in the  

Live Nativity at Lakeside Park 

Contact Jack Braxton for all the details. 

braxtonguitar@yahoo.com 
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4th-6th grade ministries 
Wednesdays 5:30-6:30 

(Beacon Garner Room —dinner provided) 

Jan 20 - Feb 10 
This 4-week series encourages preteens, as they face the challenges  

of a “new normal,” to trust God with their future.  

 

Sundays  
8:30am & 10:30am 

3yrs—3rd Grade 

Nursery available upon request 

Children have a natural sense of awe, imagination, and curiosity— 
Let’s Celebrate their Wonder and help shape their growing faith!  

Thank you so much for all the prayers and food you 
brought over during David’s illness. David loved his 

church and church family. I appreciate all you’ve 
done. I still need your prayers but I will be okay. 

 

Love to you all, 
Judy Cole 

Dear friends of FUMCPC, 
Thank you so much for your generous giving to The Children’s 

Place. Your monthly donation means so much to us! Your giving 
helps us continue to help the children and families in St. Clair 

County. We couldn’t do it without you! May God continue to bless 
you and your mission in this New Year! 

 

Sincerely, 
Cheryl Fagan 

A 4-WEEK SERIES ON AUTHORITY 
 

Rules aren’t famous for freedom. But in a world 

where Jesus leads us, rules can do more than keep 

us safe. They can become our allies and an  

opportunity to love and serve the world around us. 

Every student needs to know that the right rules can 

set you free. It doesn’t always feel like freedom 

when a rule limits something you want, but what  

you want changes when you know who Jesus is. 

 



 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday   8:00 am -  5:00 pm 

Friday  - Closed 
 

Website: 
www.pellcityfumc.org 
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Those Who are Homebound or  
Reside in Care Facilities 
Tender, compassionate God, we lift our  
prayers for those who have lost much of  
their independence. Give grace and comfort  
to those who are isolated from loved ones  
during this pandemic. Grant peace to  
families unable to be present. Reassure all  
that you do not abandon anyone. 
 

Jan McCarver 
Dot Doak 
Willie Earhart 
Neva Hestley - Cook Springs 
Tom Kelly - Veteran’s Home 
Alene Mathis - Village East 
Bill & Kitty Sams 
Janet Weldon 
Julia Allred - Cook Springs 

 

Precious Lord, hear our prayers. 
 

Those Who Grieve 
Bless those who mourn, and heal their  
brokenness with the soothing balm of your  
gentle touch. 
 

Phyllis Simpson 
Gary Steed 
Judy Cole 
Cindy Grice 
James Wansart Family 
Dorothy Iddins 
Donn Brascho & Family 
Ann Glass 
Dave & Brenda Burrow 
Kim Hazelwood & Family  

 

Lord, in your tender mercy, hear our prayer. 

Those Serving in the Military 
Most powerful and loving God, we commend 
to your care all the women and men of our 
armed forces serving at home and abroad. 
Strengthen them in the trials they face, give 
them courage to face peril, and grant them a 
sense of your abiding presence. 
 

Ryan Warmack 
Matthew Dorough - South Korea 
Connor DuBose - South Korea 
Max Knepper 
Wesley Smith 
Sam Richardson 

 

Lord in your great love, hear our prayer. 
 

Those in Need of Healing (Body, Mind, or Spirit) 
Almighty and everlasting God, you offer  
comfort to the sad and strength to the  
suffering. To everyone in distress grant mercy, 
grant relief, grant hope, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
 

Carol Becht  Elaine Stratton 
John Dubose  Charlie Bice 
Melissa Sizemore Charles E. Smith 
Peggy Bice  Janice Seay 
Rosemary Carter Chris Moon  
Robert Rhodes  Sarah Rhodes 
Donella Allen  Sheree Gibbs 
Gus Skillman  Judy Grainger 
Barbara Noell Kendrick John Mathis 
Ronnie & Carla Hill Beth Jones 
Richard Troost  Frances Black 
Donn & June Brascho 

 

Lord, out of your bountiful love, hear our  
prayer. 

                A Prayer for our Nation  
     from Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett 
 
Compassionate God, we come before you  
with heavy hearts. We are grieved by the  
violence that has occurred in recent days in 
Washington, D.C. Forgive us for any ways in 
which our actions, attitudes and words have 
contributed to the divisions, polarization 
and distrust that abound in our country. 
 

God of the nations, we are grateful for the 
freedoms we enjoy as Americans. We thank 
you that, though our capitol building was 
stormed in an unprecedented way on Janu-
ary 6, order was restored and Congress was 
able to complete its work. We pray for 
peaceful transition of power in coming days. 
 

God of comfort, we pray for the families and 
friends of persons who died in the chaos. 
We also lift up to you those who were trau-
matized and intimidated by what they expe-
rienced at our capitol building. 
 

God of peace, we pray that you bring  
reconciliation and goodwill to every area of 
life.  May your peace prevail in our personal 
lives, state, nation and world. 
 

Loving God, we give over to you, these and 
other prayers on our hearts, entrusting 
them to your care. All these prayers we pray 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

PRAYER NEEDS - JANUARY 2021 

Yearly Statements to be mailed before end of month. COMING……. 


