
 
Monday, April 11 

Rev. John Thweatt 
First Baptist Church  

Friday, April 15 
Rev. Dr. Rachel Gonia 

First United Methodist Church 

Wednesday, April 13 
Rev. Greg Hand 

Grace Chapel of Eden 

Thursday, April 14 
Rev. Bill Lucas 

Our Lady of the Lake 

Tuesday, April 12 
Rev. Donald Gover 

Life Family Worship Center 

Maundy Thursday Service - April 14th @ 6pm 
Good Friday Service - April 15th @ 6pm 

 

All services are in the Sanctuary 

  

  

 

 

We need volunteers to help in the kitchen 
preparing & serving food during Holy 
Week. If you would like to help, please 

contact Judy Hicks or Dianne Fisher. 

 
It’s time to order your Easter lilies for the Sanctuary  

altar for Easter Sunday. Contact the church office with 
names to be printed in the bulletin by April 11th. 

Easter Lilies  
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General Conference and the United Methodist Church 

Several church members have asked about what is happening in the United Methodist Church 
with the delay of General Conference.  Others of us might not even understand General  
Conference and how it has anything to do with Pell City First United Methodist Church.  

Because of the delay of General Conference, there are some church legal issues which must be decided by the  
Judicial Council which will meet at the end of April. These include whether the next General Conference will be a 
delayed 2020 General Conference or whether the 2020 General Conference has been cancelled.  This makes a  
difference as far as the election of delegates and the presentation of legislation. Also, the Council of Bishops has 
asked for a number of rulings around two general issues. The first is whether the Jurisdictional Conferences can meet 
in Nov. 2022 even though the General Conference will not have met. The second is whether entire Annual  
Conferences can move to a new denomination.   

Because that last paragraph may not have made sense to you and to help gain a base of knowledge about The United  
Methodist Church, I will be teaching classes on Methodist History, Polity and Theology on the three Wednesday 
nights following Easter. Utilizing a variety of media, these will be held in the Beacon where people can sit at tables 
The purpose is to give background information so that we understand where we are and how these various entities 
work.  

April 20: Methodist History: John Wesley, the founding of the church and the various fractures of the 
church in the past.  

April 27: Methodist Polity The organization of the General Church including the responsibilities of 
Annual Conferences, Jurisdictional Conferences, General Conference, Judicial Council as well as the Book 
of Discipline. 

May 4: Methodist Theology: Some of the uniquely Methodist beliefs including prevenient grace and 
going on to perfection.  

My hope in offering these classes is that we as a congregation can see how Pell City First UMC fits into the larger  

picture of Methodism as we look to the future of this congregation.  
—Pastor Rachel 

With great sadness and after much prayer and deliberation, the Daycare Board brought a motion 
to the Administrative Council that the Daycare be closed at the end of May which the Admin 
Council approved.  

The Daycare Board has been praying and struggling with issues related to the Daycare over the 
course of the last few years. Keeping the Daycare operational is no longer feasible at this time 
due to multiple factors including these: 
 

• Income over expenses has been declining steadily over the past five years and the Daycare is no  
longer able to support itself. Even with the tremendous monthly financial support provided by the 
church, increased tuition, and slashing expenses, we are still not able to overcome our deficit. 
 

• Numerous issues caused by the Covid pandemic over the past two years have had a crippling effect. 
 

• A severe decline in staff is our most critical issue and is the deciding factor in making this  
determination. Turnover in staff after reopening from the Covid pandemic has been a continuous 
issue but has worsened in recent weeks. We have been unable to find new staff to fill vacated  
positions as needed. This is not unique to our Daycare. We all know that unfortunately there are 
critical staffing shortages in all lines of employment everywhere. 

The Daycare will close May 27, 2022. Monies in the Daycare account will be distributed to pay  
all debts. There will be a severance package for Daycare Staff members who remain  
until May 27. Any remaining funds will be put in a reserve account for a possible  
relaunch in the future. 
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On Sunday mornings, persons are needed to help run the sound system  
during the 10:30am worship services in the Sanctuary and the Beacon. 

Our Wide Open service is also looking for help with running the computer for 
the slideshow during the service. 

NO prior experience is needed as you will be trained to use the system. Just 
speak to Pastor Rachel, Pastor Joe or Jack Braxton for more information. 

A heartfelt thank you for the many prayers  

offered up on behalf of my brother, Bill 

Hill. After having been involved in a  

tragic tractor accident, we now have hope 

that in time Bill will walk again. God bless 

my church family. 

 

Sandra Chapman 

 

Thanks so much for thinking of me with the plant, cross and 

daily Lent devotions and the visit from Deborah and the 

note from Grace. Keep up the good work, it pays off. 

 

Thanks with love, 

Jane R. Hays 

 

Dear PCFUMC Youth: Thank you so very much for the kind 

and thoughtful gift of flowers! The African violets are lovely 

and I am enjoying them on my kitchen window sill. And 

also, thanks for the group photo. I love all of you. 

 

Julia L. Allred 

Our Grief Support Group will meet Monday, April 25  
at 4:00 p.m., in Room 116.   

*NOTE: This is a time change from our regularly sched-
uled meetings due to Easter. 

Contact Ava Rozelle, (205)505-0811 or email 
ava.rozelle@gmail.com for information or questions. 



 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Wednesday 8:00 am -  5:00 pm 

Thursday 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Friday  - Closed 

 

Website: 
www.pellcityfumc.org 
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PRAYER NEEDS - APRIL 2022 

Those Who are Homebound or  
Reside in Care Facilities 
Tender, compassionate God, we lift our  
prayers for those who have lost much of  
their independence. Give grace and  
comfort to those who are isolated from 
loved ones and grant peace to families  
and caregivers. Reassure all that you do  
not abandon anyone. 
 

Benny Cosper 
Judy Carleton - Cook Springs 
Dot Doak 
Willie Earhart 
Tom Kelly - Veteran’s Home 
Alene Mathis - Diversicare 
Bill & Kitty Sams 
Janet Weldon 
Elaine Stratton - McClellan 
Byron Terry - Legacy 
 

Precious Lord, hear our prayers. 
 
Those Who Grieve 
Bless those who mourn, and heal their  
brokenness with the soothing balm of your  
gentle touch. 
 

Ted Seay & Family 
Bruce Gargus & Family 
Blythe Walls & Family 
The Wesley Family 
Rev. Joe Riddle & Family 
Kathy Sorrels & Family 
 

Lord, in your tender mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 
 

Those Serving in the Military 
Most powerful and loving God, we  
commend to your care all the women and 
men of our armed forces serving at home 
and abroad. Strengthen them in the trials 
they face, give them courage to face peril, 
and grant them a sense of your abiding 
presence. 
 

Ryan Warmack 
Matthew Dorough 
Connor DuBose - Iraq 
Max Knepper 
Wesley Smith 
Seth Wyatt 
Military Families 

 

Lord in your great love, hear our prayer. 
 

Those in Need of Healing (Body, Mind, or 

Spirit) 
Almighty and everlasting God, you offer  
comfort to the sad and strength to the  
suffering. To everyone in distress grant  
mercy, grant relief, grant hope, and healing 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Frances Channell Sterling Brown 
Gus Skillman  Sheree Gibbs 
Jane Hays  Donella Allen 
Christy Ginn & Family Bill Hill  
Joy Steed  Brenda Tyra 
Stephen Watson Riley Hall 
Rosemary Carter Bob Noble 
Charles E. Smith Jan Franklin 
Gene & Carol Rayfield 
Beverly Goodman Williams 

 

Lord, out of your bountiful love, hear our  
prayer. 

I No Longer Pray for Peace 
By Ann Weems 
 

On the edge of war, one foot already in, 
I no longer pray for peace: 
I pray for miracles. 
I pray that stone hearts will turn 
to tenderheartedness, 
and evil intentions will turn 
to mercifulness, 
and all the soldiers already deployed 
will be snatched out of harm’s way, 
and the whole world will be 
astounded onto its knees. 
I pray that all the “God talk” 
will take bones, 
and stand up and shed 
its cloak of faithlessness, 
and walk again in its powerful truth. 
I pray that the whole world might 
sit down together and share 
its bread and its wine. 
Some say there is no hope, 
but then I’ve always applauded the holy 
fools 
who never seem to give up on 
the scandalousness of our faith: 
that we are loved by God… 
that we can truly love one another. 
I no longer pray for peace: 
I pray for miracles. 

Amen. 

  


