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Meet Our New Senior Pastor arriving July 1st 

Rev. Dr. Rachel Gonia 
 

Rev. Dr. Rachel Gonia currently serves Pleasant Grove UMC in 
the Central District. She brings many skills and strengths  
which will serve Pell City well. Rachel brings the ability of  
being a non-anxious  presence, ability to listen to people and to 
make them feel heard, leading with strength and a gift of  
preaching that speaks to the hearts of others and challenges 
them to live faithfully as God’s children. Rachel is married to 
Rev. Dr. Ron Gonia, a UM elder currently on medical leave and they have a grown daughter, Jessie. 

 

 

 

 

Meet Our New Associate Pastor arriving July 1st 

Rev. Joe Riddle 

Rev. Joe Riddle currently serves at Wesley Chapel in the Northwest District.  
Joe also brings many gifts and skills. Among them are his skill at preaching, 

strong interest and experience in outreach and missions beyond the walls of 
the church, and a desire to serve as an associate pastor so that he can grow 

in his skills as a pastor and leader. Joe grew up at Trussville FUMC and  
understands the culture of a church like Pell City. Joe is married to Ashley 

and they have two children: Lena Ruth, 4, and Felix, almost 3. 

http://www.pellcityfumc.org/
http://www.pellcityfumc.org/


 

PAGE  2 T R A N S F O R M I N G  L I V E S  R E V .  B Y R O N  V A N C E ,  S E N I O R  P A S T O R  

 
 
 
 
 
The church restart team met recently and decided that 
the time has come to return to worship in the Sanctuary. 
Since it wasn’t an arbitrary decision to suspend worship 
in the sanctuary, neither was it arbitrary to begin again. 
New COVID infections and hospitalizations have been 
in decline. Vaccines received have been climbing. We are 
even planning an “Almost Normal” Church Picnic. We 
may not be at the end of the pandemic, but we are close 
enough that it is time to return to regular worship in the 
Sanctuary! 

Beginning May 2 at 10:30am, we will do just that.  
We will still practice the best healthy practices that 
make sense for the worship community. You’ll hear more 
about those soon. There are others you know who are 
aching for connection with God too. Invite, invite, invite, 
because all are welcome as we worship the Lord  
whether at Chapel in the Pines, Wide Open Worship, or 
yes, the sanctuary. God invites ALL to the table of grace. 

 

 
As Charlie Brown says,  

“Goodbyes always makes 
my throat hurt”  

 
Although we are excited 
about receiving both Rachel 
and Joe as our Pastors,  

we grieve the loss of Pastors Byron and Belinda.   

We will celebrate their ministries at PCFUMC with a 
gathering in June. All the details and preparations are 
underway and we will send out more information as it 
becomes available. 

For now, what they both need are our prayers as they 
transition to new churches.  On July 1st, Pastor Byron 
will become the Senior Pastor at Huntsville FUMC and 
Pastor Belinda will be the Senior Pastor at Discovery 
UMC in Hoover. 

We are accepting love offerings for both Byron and 
Belinda.  Please make your check payable to FUMC 
and write the Pastor’s name in the “for” line.   
If you have any questions please give me a call in  
the office at 205-338-3374 or email me at:   
teresa@pellcityfumc.org     —Teresa Harris 

 

We want to invite you to an  
" In-Person" Grief meeting on 

Monday, April 19th  
at 4 p.m. in Room 116. 
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Congratulations to our Confirmands: 

Henry Claxton Alexander 

Grace Kaytlin Falls 

Graham Bryant Knight 

Savannah Blair Lee 

Piper Lynne Teal 

Summer Renae Wasyluka 

Avery Patrice Wright 

 
 

3rd Grade Bible Presentations: 

Gracie Bonds 

Sam Christian 

Baylee Cooper 

Lexi Cooper 

Emma Seay 

Shaddix Wright* 

 

Join us Sunday, April 25th at 10:30am at  

Chapel in the Pines to congratulate our Confirmands. 

Followed by our annual church picnic. 
 

*4th Grade 

 

UPCOMING WEDNESDAY NIGHT SERIES 

April 21 - May 12 

People get lost for all sorts of reasons but sometimes 

we get lost because of decisions we make or  

decisions that people make around us. Teenagers 

need spaces and people who will help them find 

their way back when they find out that they are lost 

and welcome them home when they make  

mistakes. Jesus wanted everyone to know that these 

environments exist, especially with Him. With Jesus, 

lost things get taken care of and found things get 

celebrated. It’s important to know when you feel 

lost, Jesus notices you. Jesus values you more than 

you know. Jesus always welcomes us back. And, the 

best news, Jesus invites you to the party. 
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Office Hours: 
Monday - Wednesday 8:00 am -  5:00 pm 

Thursday 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Friday  - Closed 

 

Website: 
www.pellcityfumc.org 
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Those Who are Homebound or  
Reside in Care Facilities 
Tender, compassionate God, we lift our  
prayers for those who have lost much of  
their independence. Give grace and comfort  
to those who are isolated from loved ones  
during this pandemic. Grant peace to  
families unable to be present. Reassure all  
that you do not abandon anyone. 
 

Robert Rhodes - Cook Springs 
Jan McCarver 
Dot Doak 
Willie Earhart 
Neva Hestley - Cook Springs 
Tom Kelly - Veteran’s Home 
Alene Mathis - Village East 
Bill & Kitty Sams 
Janet Weldon 
Elaine Stratton 
Byron Terry - Legacy 
Charlie Bice - Trussville Health & Rehab 
 

 

Precious Lord, hear our prayers. 
 
 

Those Who Grieve 
Bless those who mourn, and heal their  
brokenness with the soothing balm of your  
gentle touch. 
 
 

Steve Williams & Family 
Tammy McKee Family 
Marti Spence & Family 
Mike Carr & Family 
Frances Channell Family 
Audrey Peine Calloway  

 

Lord, in your tender mercy, hear our prayer. 

Those Serving in the Military 
Most powerful and loving God, we commend 
to your care all the women and men of our 
armed forces serving at home and abroad. 
Strengthen them in the trials they face, give 
them courage to face peril, and grant them a 
sense of your abiding presence. 
 

Ryan Warmack 
Matthew Dorough - South Korea 
Connor DuBose - South Korea 
Max Knepper 
Wesley Smith 
Sam Richardson 

 

Lord in your great love, hear our prayer. 
 
 

Those in Need of Healing (Body, Mind, or Spirit) 
Almighty and everlasting God, you offer  
comfort to the sad and strength to the  
suffering. To everyone in distress grant mercy, 
grant relief, grant hope, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
 
 

John Mathis  Gus Skillman 
Peggy Bice  Rosemary Carter 
Judy Grainger  Sarah Rhodes 
Donella Allen  Sheree Gibbs 
Cindy Grice  Betty Wright 
Donn & June Brascho 

 

Lord, out of your bountiful love, hear our  
prayer. 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer for Ragan’s Chapel United Methodist 
Church and Community 
Merciful God, we pray for our sister  
congregation as they recover emotionally and 
spiritually from the devastating losses in their 
community and of their historic church  
building.  We pray for an abiding awareness of 
your presence with them in these painful days.  
We pray for an outpouring of support from the 
connectional United Methodist family.   
Additionally, we pray for the family of  
Sam & Stephanie Ford, who lost their home, 
barn, and vehicles in the storm.   We give 
thanks that they were able to safely shelter.   
We pray for healing of the emotional trauma 
and hope for the future.  
 

Healing God, hear our prayers. 
 
 

Prayer for Pastors 
God of all time and space, our hearts are  
saddened that Pastors Byron and Belinda will 
be moving to new appointments in July.   
We understand that your call to ministry and 
service is not limited to one place for all time, 
and so we pray for them as they prepare for 
their respective moves. Give them grace and 
strength and endurance. Grant to this  
congregation peace and assurance as we  
prepare to receive Pastors Rachel Gonia and 
Joe Riddle, that you are in this move and that 
we will continue to be your faithful servants.  
Give us welcoming and hospitable spirits.    
 

Holy One, hear our prayers.  

PRAYER NEEDS - APRIL 2021 

 
 


