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Confirmation Independent Study/Make-up Lesson 

Session 5: Authority and Obedience   

Recall that the LORD God gave the Ten Commandments to the nation Israel because he 

had sworn to their ancestors--Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob--to make them a source of 

blessing for all the other nations on earth. Well, the only way the Israelites could become a 

source of blessing is by showing the other nations what life would be like if everyone 

followed God’s ways. 

1. Read Exodus 20:12.  

a. To whom is this commandment directed, parents or children? ________________ 

b. What promise is added to this commandment? ____________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

2. Read Deuteronomy 6:1-2. 

What is the purpose of the commands and decrees God gave to his people? Whose 

lives did he want to affect and in what way? __________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

3. Read Deuteronomy 6:20-25.  

What kinds of things does God want parents to teach their children? (check all the 

things that are implied in this passage) 

 The Ten Commandments 

 What time of year to sow the seed for new crops 

 The proper way to set a cornerstone when building a house 

 How and when to celebrate Passover and other holidays 

 How to build a cooking fire 

 Why idol worship is a bad thing 

 The story of how they became God’s chosen people 

4. Which do you think is harder: 

 For children to honor their father and mother? 

 For parents to teach their children the ways of the Lord? 
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Explain the reason for your answer above: ________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why do you think the Ten Commandments emphasize the responsibility of children to 

honor their parents without saying anything about the parents’ responsibility to nurture 

their children? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

6. This is how Luther’s Small Catechism summarizes the 4th commandment for 

confirmation students to memorize: “Honor your father and mother.”  

a. Define what it means to honor someone: _________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

b. When is it easy to honor your parents? ___________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

c. When is it hard? _____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

7. This is the meaning of the 4th commandment given in the Small Catechism: “We are 

to fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents, or others in 

authority, but respect, obey, love, and serve them.”  

a. Define despise ______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

b. Define authority _____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

c. Define respect ______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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8. List three practical examples of how you can honor your father and/or mother: 

[1] ________________________________________________________________ 

[2] ________________________________________________________________ 

[3] ________________________________________________________________ 

9. Read 1 Samuel 19:1-6. 

a. Did Jonathan obey his father? __________________________________________ 

b. Did Jonathan honor his father? _________________________________________ 

c. Explain why obeying and honoring a parent might sometimes be two different 

things: 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

10. Why does forgiveness need to be a part of honoring our parents?_________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

11. Read Romans 13:1-7: 

a. Summarize the main points of this passage: 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

b. To whom does God give the responsibility of punishing evildoers on earth? ______ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

c. What modern examples can you think of whom God expects to punish evildoers? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

12. Read 1 Timothy 2:1-4.  

a. What activity does God want us to engage in as a way of honoring those in 

authority over us? ___________________________________________________ 

b. Write a simple prayer to honor those who are in authority over you:_____________ 
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__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

13. Read Acts 5:27-32. Peter and the other apostles realized they needed to honor two different sorts of 

authority--civil government and religious authority. The civil authority was Roman Emperor and his 

representative, the governor, Pontius Pilate. He was in charge of collecting taxes, building and maintaining 

roads and keeping people safe from criminals. But in this case they were dealing with the religious 

authority set up especially for the Jewish people, called the Sanhedrin. This council operated like a senate 

under the leadership of the high priest, and regulated operations at the temple in Jerusalem. It was the 

Sanhedrin that had condemned Jesus to death for blasphemy (a religious offense) and had handed Jesus 

over to Pilate to be crucified for claiming to be king (a political offense). Now, a few months later, the 

Sanhedrin was telling Peter and the apostles not to tell people about how Jesus had risen from the dead in 

order to establish a spiritual kingdom based in repentance and forgiveness.  

a. Did Peter and the apostles obey the Sanhedrin? ___________________________ 

b. What was the reason for their decision? __________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

c. True or False     Telling the Sanhedrin the truth about God’s plan being fulfilled 

through Christ Jesus was a way of honoring their religious authority. 

14. Read Matthew 8:5-10, about an officer in the Roman army. 

a. True or False     The Roman centurion couldn’t understand how Jesus’ spiritual 

authority worked because his experience was with unspiritual soldiers and 

politicians.  

b. When Jesus heard the centurion explain his understanding of authority, what did 

Jesus say about him? ________________________________________________ 

15. Explain why it would be important for a person to submit to authority before exercising 

authority over another person? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

16. As a baptized follower of Christ Jesus you have been given authority in Jesus’ name. 

How can you learn to rightly use this spiritual authority?_________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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17. Have you ever seen kids who were more in control of their parents instead of parents 

being in control of the kids?  

a. What is wrong with that? ______________________________________________  

b. Whose responsibility is it to change the situation, and why?___________________  

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

18. What kinds of limits do you want your parents to set for you? ____________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

19. Think about the last week: how well have you honored those in authority over you?  

(Place a mark on the line.) 

no problems                                                          a few regrets                                                         a 

disaster 

(If you think of specific regrets, make sure you pray now for God’s forgiveness, and trust that 

he has forgiven you. Then ask for guidance in how to make things right again.) 


