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Confirmation Independent Study/Make-up Lesson 

Session 3: God’s Guarantee and Trust  

1. Put a number beside these events to indicate the correct order in which they 

happened. If don’t already know, read (or skim) Psalm 105:1-45 

____ Egypt was glad when Israel left 

____ The LORD made a covenant  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to give the land 

of Canaan to their descendants 

____ The LORD expected Israel to keep his precepts and commands  

____ Joseph was sold as a slave 

____ The LORD brought Israel out of Egypt and through the wilderness so that 

they were rejoicing 

____ The Lord sent Moses and Aaron 

____ The LORD turned water into blood, overran the land with frogs, gnats, and 

flies 

2. Read Exodus 20:7  

a. summarize it in your own words: _____________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

b. What does this say about God’s approach to anyone who misuses his name? 

________________________________________________________________ 

3. Read Exodus 3:13-15 

a. What does the name of God mean? (v. 14)______________________________ 

b. What is the name that God wants to be remembered by forever? (v. 15)_______ 

c. When this is written in the Bible as “lord,” what is different about the letters used? 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

4. Read Exodus 6:2-3 

a. By what name did Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob know God? _________________ 
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b. By what name did God want Moses and the Israelites to know him?___________ 

NOTE: The personal name that God wanted to be known by in Hebrew was actually 

Yahweh. This name means “I AM,” or “I will be who I will be.” But our Bibles don’t use 

this name, Yahweh, out of respect for a tradition that developed hundreds of years after 

Moses, when Jewish people stopped speaking the name of God out loud. Instead they 

substituted the nickname, Adonai, which is like calling him ‘the boss’ instead of using his 

real name. (Adonai means, Lord, Master, or Sir.) We suspect the reason they started 

doing this is because they had been punished severely for misusing God’s Name and 

worshipping idols. Their capital city was attacked and burned to the ground, the temple 

of Yahweh was destroyed, thousands were killed by the soldiers from Babylonia, and 

survivors were taken away in chains to be used as slaves. It made a big impression on 

them and their descendants. At some point in time, after Jews were allowed to return to 

Jerusalem and settle in the land again, they stopped speaking Yahweh’s name out loud. 

Even though it was still written in their Hebrew bibles, whenever they would see it they 

would substitute the word Adonai  for Yahweh. Later, when their bible was translated to 

other languages, the custom continued. The only difference is that we do not see God’s 

real name at all, just the word for lord, or master. That’s why, when you read your 

English translation of the Bible, you need to be aware that when you see LORD (all 

capital letters) it stands for Yahweh, God’s personal name, and when you see Lord 

(with lower case letters) it stands for Adonai, an ordinary title of respect. 

c. Answer the same question again, but this time use the Hebrew word: By what 

name did God want Moses and the Israelites to know him?  

________________________________________________________________ 

5. Read Romans 10:9, 13 (verse 13 is a quote of Joel 2:32) 

a. What must a person believe and speak in order to be saved?  (v. 9) __________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

b. What promise from God is quoted to back this up? (v. 13) __________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

c. Based on this passage, are you confident that you are saved? ______________ 

d. Saved from what? (Hint: see Matthew 3:7, 10, 12  if you do not already know)  

________________________________________________________________ 
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e. True or False   When we say “Jesus is Lord,” we mean only that Jesus is our 

Master and we should let him have control over our lives, but not that the man 

Jesus is the LORD Yahweh, the God who saves. 

6. Read Ezekiel 36:18-28 

a. True or False   God’s name was honored among the nations when the nation of 

Israel was severely punished for breaking his covenant, worshipping false gods, 

and committing injustice, because then everyone learned how tough on sin God 

is. 

b. True or False   When God’s people are cleansed of their sins and their hearts are 

changed by his Spirit to be loyal to God and keep his commands, this is how 

God’s name will be shown to be holy before the nations of the earth. 

7. This is how Luther’s Small Catechism states the 2nd commandment for confirmation 

students to memorize: “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.” 

This is the meaning of the 2nd commandment given in the Small Catechism: “We 

should fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, 

or deceive by his name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise, and give 

thanks.”  

Define these words (use a dictionary if you need to), and explain what Jesus 

teaches about these topics by looking up the passages: 

a. Curse (Luke 6:28) _________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

b. Swear (Matthew 5:34-37)____________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

c. Lie/Deceive (Matthew 24:5, 24)_______________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

d. What is the most common way you hear the Lord’s name being misused?  

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

In the meaning of the 2nd commandment in the Small Catechism, “satanic arts” 

means a variety of practices like sorcery, wicca, magick, fortune telling, 
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channeling spirits, casting spells—any of the ways people use to control 

supernatural forces to get them to do what they want to happen.  

e. If someone casts a spell and it works, what power is at work? _______________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

f. If someone prays with faith in Jesus’ name, and the prayer is answered, what 

power is at work? __________________________________________________ 

8. What would you think if this happened? Suppose you were 

invited to a sleepover and in the middle of the night your friend(s) 

got out a Ouija board and invited you to join in asking it 

questions. Answers are sought by having everyone put their 

fingertips on a heart shaped piece of wood or plastic and letting an unseen spirit 

guide the movement of the piece over the board to spell out answers.  

a. True or False  This is just a silly game because it is sold by Milton Bradley and 

sold in toy stores.  

b. True or False  This can be a way of interacting with demons and so it is a 

“satanic art” that God commands us to stay away from. 

c. How might you respond if you were invited to play Ouija? __________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

9. Read Acts 3:1-16; 4:5-7.  

a. What was done in the power of Jesus Name?____________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

b. Who was authorized to speak and act in his Name?_______________________ 

10. Read Acts 19:13-20. 

a. What was being done in the power of Jesus Name?_______________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

b. What happened when the users of Jesus’ Name were unauthorized? _________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
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c. How did Christians in Ephesus repent after this incident?___________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

11. Read John 14:12-14. Write a short summary of what these verses teach about 

prayer in the Lord’s Name.  

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

12. Read 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 

What has God entrusted us with? ________________________________________ 

13. True or False  Believing that Jesus is God’s Son who died and rose again to save us 

from sin is the only way to have a RELATIONSHIP with the true God. 

14. True or False  Anyone is authorized to REPRESENT God’s Son in the world by 

using the name of Jesus regardless of whether they believe in him or not. 

15. Do you think teachers and coaches should have a “first name” relationship with 

middle school students? Why or why not? _________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

16. Do you think God wants a “first name” relationship with you? Why or why not? _____ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

17. In your own words describe what it means to have a personal relationship with God: 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 


