
Making Disciples with the Gospel of Matthew 

Week of October 9 – 15  (Session 6) Readings and Reflection Questions 

October 9  Matthew 8:1-22 

1. Normally one who touched a leper became ‘unclean’ (Leviticus 5:3, 13:45-46). What is 

remarkable about Jesus’ touching the leper? What does this indicate about Jesus and the 

Kingdom of heaven? 

NOTE: If the prior question does not make sense to you, you may want to watch the Bible 

Project video on holiness. 

2. Jesus typically used touch when he healed. In the centurion’s case he did not; in fact, he 

commended the centurion for his faith (8:10). What can we infer about what the centurion 

believed about Jesus based on [1] his use of the term ‘Lord,’ [2] his statement, ‘I am not worthy 

for you to come into my house,’ and [3] his understanding of how authority works?  

3. What do you think Matthew wanted people to understand by linking Is 53:4, “He took up our 

infirmities and carried our diseases’ with Jesus’ ministry of healing and deliverance? 

4. Do you think Jesus’ was rude to those who asked to follow him (8:18-22)? What differentiates 

the persons in these couple of examples from the others in the foregoing passages who came to 

Jesus for healing? 

October 10  Matthew 8:23-9:8 

1. Based on what we know from what has been thus far shared in the Gospel of Matthew, who 

specifically are included among the ‘disciples’ who were in the boat with Jesus? 

2. What kind of tone do you imagine Jesus used when he rebuked his disciples for having such little 

faith (8:26)? If you were one of those disciples, how would you have felt? 

3. What can we infer about the ethnic make-up of the people who lived in the region of the 

Gedarenes, based on the fact that they were herding pigs? Why do you suppose they wanted 

Jesus to leave their territory after this event? 

4. Why do you think Jesus felt no obligation to make restitution for the pigs who drowned? 

5. The eighth chapter of Matthew records the use of these terms to identify Jesus: “Lord” (8:6, by 

the leper; 8:8, by the centurion; 8:21 by the would be follower who wanted to bury his father 

first; 8:25, by the disciples in the boat), “Teacher” (8:19, by the teacher of the law), “Son of 

Man” (8:20, by Jesus himself), “Son of God” (8:29, by the demons). What might the terms 

indicate about the various perspectives of the persons who used them? 

6. What is surprising about Jesus referring to himself as the Son of Man when he demonstrated 

that he had “authority on earth to forgive sins?” 

October 11  Matthew 9:8 

1. The foregoing accounts of Jesus’ ministry (8:1-9:8) have all focused explicitly or implicitly on 

Jesus’ authority. 

2. In what realms has Jesus’ authority been demonstrated? 

3. Are there any realms where his authority has not yet been demonstrated? 

4. What is significant about the fact that Matthew moves from the premise that “the Son of Man 

has received authority on earth to forgive sins” (9:6) to the conclusion that “God has given such 

authority to men” (9:8)? 

5. Can you recall another passage prior to this in the Gospel of Matthew that had mentioned the 

forgiveness of sins? What similarities and differences do you see between these two passages? 

6. What do you think God might be saying to you, as a disciple of Jesus, about your role or 

responsibility in relation to Jesus’ authority?  
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October 12  Matthew 9:9-34 

1. How did Matthew, the author of this Gospel, identify himself? With what kind of people did he 

and his friends identify? 

2. Based on the comparison Jesus made between his ministry to sinners and the role of a doctor 

(9:12-13), and the foregoing narrative about the paralytic being healed with a word of 

forgiveness (9:2), do you think there is any intention to suggest an intrinsic connection between 

sickness and sin, healing and forgiveness? If so, is there one that has primacy over the other, or 

are they parallel? 

3. In the parables of the cloth patch and the wineskins (9:16-17), what qualifies as the ‘old’ way of 

doing things and what qualifies as the ‘new’ way? To what extent can we extrapolate from this 

any applications to our own day and age? 

4. What is implied in the title used by the two blind men, who called Jesus the “Son of David” 

(9:27)?  

5. Up to this point in Matthew’s Gospel, how would you describe any developing conflict or 

tension in the narrative? 

October 13  Matthew 9:53-10:15 

1. When Jesus sees the constant stream of crowds that come to him for healing and deliverance, 

how does he describe them and how does he feel towards them ((9:36)? What command does 

Jesus give in response to their need (9:37-38)? What does he do (10:1)? 

2. How likely is it, do you suppose, that a person who prays what Jesus here commanded to pray 

will end up getting sent like Jesus sent his disciples? 

3. Compare Jesus’ commission to the twelve apostles in Matthew 10:5-10 with his commission to 

the eleven in Matthew 28:18-20. What are some similarities and differences between the two? 

4. On what basis can modern readers of this Gospel regard Jesus’ mission directives as being 

directly applicable to themselves, not only to the original disciples?  

5. What do you find most comforting, and most challenging in this section? Have a conversation 

with the Lord about it. 

October 14  Matthew 10:16-42 

1. In this section, what sayings of Jesus would indicate that that he has now begun giving 

instructions that apply to times and places beyond his previous instructions? 

2. In this section, in what way does Jesus suggest that his disciples will be most like him? 

3. In this section, how would you summarize Jesus’ concern for family life? 

4. In this section, to what extent or in what ways can you see Jesus’ concern for sinners and 

compassion for harassed sheep carried forward? 

5. What do you find most comforting, and most challenging in this section? Have a conversation 

with the Lord about it. 

October 15  Matthew 10:38, 39, or 40 

1. As you consider these three verses, choose one for meditation. 

2. What stands out for you in the passage you choose? 

3. When you imagine what it must have been like when Jesus was originally saying these things, 

how would you rate his intensity and sense of urgency? How impactful is it for you? 

4. What is God saying to you through the words you have chosen to meditate on? Discuss with him 

any regrets or anxieties or personal resolves that might come up. 
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