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NAME _____________________________ 

 

Confirmation Independent Study/Make-up Lesson 

Martin Luther (2)   

History and Background to the Lutheran Church 

This make-up work requires internet access to view the first parts (not the whole) of two videos about 

Martin Luther and completing two puzzles, or exercises, to make sure the student has listened and 

understood the material. Finally, a couple of questions are provided for written reflection.  

1. First, print out and cut into strips the last two pages of this document, so that you have eleven 

“history snippets,” each associated with a letter.  

2. Use the links below watch the online videos. As you do so, put the events in order. Once the events 

are in order then write the letters in order here (you should end up with a word that summarizes 

the subject we are learning about): 

____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____ 

Here are the links; remember that it is not necessary or even desired to watch beyond the time given 

below: 

a. PBS Documentary (STOP WATCHING AT  45:16):  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xsDT1pYOW2c  

b. LHM A Man Named Martin #5 (STOP WATCHING AT  8:51): 

https://vimeo.com/134138486 

3. After the video try to complete the crossword puzzle (next page) based on the clues given. If you 

cannot get an answer from the clues then search through the history snippets for the word(s). Note: 

If the answer consists of two parts, with a space between them, ignore the space and write it as one 

word in the puzzle. Remember that suffixes to names use Roman numerals. 

4. Read the following quote from Martin Luther and answer the questions below: 

I am also a doctor and preacher, yea, as learned and experienced as all those may be who have such 
presumption and security; yet I do as a child who is being taught the Catechism, and every morning, 
and whenever I have time, I read and say, word for word, the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the 
Lord's Prayer, the Psalms, etc. And I must still read and study daily, and yet I cannot master it as I 
wish, but must remain a child and pupil of the Catechism, and am glad so to remain. 
From the Introduction to Luther’s Large Catechism 

a. Why do you suppose someone very knowledgeable about the Bible thinks he needs to keep 

studying and learning the basics? ___________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

b. If Martin Luther needed to keep studying the basics, what about you? _____________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xsDT1pYOW2c
https://vimeo.com/134138486
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DEFINITIONS AND PERSONS CROSSWORD 
DOWN: 

1. an official letter or document issued by the 

papacy (the top leader of the Roman Catholic 

Church), which is named after the official lead seal 

that was attached to it, called a bulla in Latin. 

3. a mark that is imprinted on or attached to a 

document that makes it official; in times past it 

was made with melted lead or other materials that 

had been quickly pressed with an engraved metal 

template to create the emblem of the official or 

organization. 

4. a statement (or statements) that someone 

proposes to be true, which needs to be discussed 

or debated in writing or out loud until it is proven 

true or false. 

5. according to Roman Catholic doctrine, this is a 

place of suffering where Christian souls would go 

after death to be “purged” or purified from the 

consequences of the sins they had committed 

while on earth; only after finishing the suffering of 

this place can they get to the happiness of heaven. 

ACCROSS 

2. King Charles of Spain who was crowned 

emperor over the territories of central Europe in 

1519 became the fifth one with that same name. 

5. A short name for dad. 

6. according to Roman Catholic doctrine the pope Is the representative 

of Christ on earth, which means he has the authority to shorten the 

amount of time people might need to spend making up for their 

offenses or suffering in purgatory, so this word would mean to indulge 

in some mercy. 

7. In medieval times this was a name for an official meeting of princes 

and governing officials to make decisions about laws, treaties and 

other matters. It comes from a Latin word meaning “daily allotment” 

which is the same root for the English word of the same spelling that 

means what foods we eat during a day.  

8. the top leader of the Roman Catholic Church from 1513 until 1521. 

His given name was Giovanni di Lorenzo de' Medici, but when he 

became pope he was the tenth one in history to name himself after a 

previous pope known as Leo the Great. 
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Martin Luther continued to teach about the Bible and theology at 

Wittenberg University, preached sermons, and published many books 

until he died a natural death. Because of his ground-breaking work in 

explaining how important God’s grace and forgiveness is for Christians—

that we are saved by grace through faith in Christ Jesus-- he is credited 

with beginning the Reformation. 

When the pope’s representatives could not persuade Luther to change 

his opinions, Leo X issued a “papal bull” (an official decree) that said 

Luther would be excommunicated from the church and condemned to 

hell if he did not change his mind. Luther publicly burned the papal bull 

and started saying the pope was actually the antichrist because he was 

against the Gospel. 

Martin Luther, a monk who taught theology at Wittenberg University, 

became upset when he saw how indulgences were being sold as if God’s 

pardon for sin could be purchased with money, so he posted a 

document with Ninety-Five Theses to start a debate about whether it 

was right to sell indulgences to lessen the time that persons would 

allegedly spend in purgatory (a place between heaven and hell). 

While hiding out in Wartburg Castle under the protection of Frederick 

the Wise, Martin Luther translated the whole Bible from Hebrew and 

Greek into German, so that ordinary people were able to read the Bible 

for themselves, in their own language, for the first time in hundreds 

years. 

As Martin Luther was returning home from the Diet of Worms he was 

kidnapped by masked riders and nobody knew where he had been 

taken. The ruler over the territory where Wittenberg University was 

located, Frederick the Wise, wanted his famous and controversial 

professor kept safe so he kept him disguised as a knight in one of his 

castles. 
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When Pope Leo X found out about the Ninety-Five Theses, he tried to 

get Luther to change his mind. He had his representatives in Germany 

meet with Luther several times over a couple of years, but they were 

not successful. In fact, Martin Luther became even more convinced he 

was right and began publishing other pamphlets about how things 

needed to change in the churches. 

When Martin Luther nailed the paper with Ninety-Five Theses onto the 

door of the Castle Church, it did not result in a debate with someone 

from the other side. Instead his document was taken and translated 

from Latin into German, printed on the newly invented presses, and 

then distributed all over Germany. Soon all kinds of people were talking 

about it and Luther became famous. 

Eventually Martin Luther felt compelled to come out of hiding because 

things were getting crazy. He realized that the people in Wittenberg and 

elsewhere needed his help in understanding how their churches, homes, 

and businesses should be run according to God’s Word. 

After Luther burned the papal bull, Pope Leo X got the Emperor Charles 

V to hold a trial for Martin Luther during an official meeting that had 

already been scheduled, known as the “Diet of Worms” (Diet means 

“official meeting;” in a city called Worms, pronounced vorms). 

Fortunately, Luther had been promised safe travel to and from the trial. 

At Luther’s trial in Worms he had many supporters from among the 

people, but the officials tried once again to force him to change his 

mind. Luther stated that he needed to be shown from the Word of God 

where he was wrong; otherwise, he could not and would not change his 

mind. “Here I stand, I can do no other,” he said, “May God help me.” 

Martin Luther developed the Small Catechism to instruct ordinary 

people in how to be Christians. He taught them about the Ten 

Commandments, the Apostle’s Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, Holy 

Communion, and the Authority to Forgive Sins. 
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