
WAS JESUS GOD? – Old Testament Texts

Genesis 1.1-5 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was formless and empty, and darkness
covered the deep waters. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters. 
  3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good. Then he
separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day” and the darkness “night.” 
  And evening passed and morning came, marking the first day. 

Genesis 1.26-27
  26 Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like us. They will reign over the fish in the
sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the wild animals on the earth, and the small animals that scurry along
the ground.” 
      27 So God created human beings in his own image. 
         In the image of God he created them; 
         male and female he created them. 

Genesis 2.7
7 Then the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He breathed the breath of life into the man’s
nostrils, and the man became a living person. 

Genesis 3.22-24
22 Then the LORD God said, “Look, the human beings have become like us, knowing both good and evil. What
if they reach out, take fruit from the tree of life, and eat it? Then they will live forever!” 23 So the LORD God
banished them from the Garden of Eden, and he sent Adam out to cultivate the ground from which he had been
made. 24 After sending them out, the LORD God stationed mighty cherubim to the east of the Garden of Eden.
And he placed a flaming sword that flashed back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 

Genesis 5.1-2
This is the written account of the descendants of Adam. When God created human beings, he made them to be like
himself. 2 He created them male and female, and he blessed them and called them “human.” 

Genesis 6.1-3
Then the people began to multiply on the earth, and daughters were born to them. 2 The sons of God saw the
beautiful women and took any they wanted as their wives. 3 Then the LORD said, “My Spirit will not put up with
humans for such a long time, for they are only mortal flesh. In the future, their normal lifespan will be no more
than 120 years.” 

Genesis 11.1-9
At one time all the people of the world spoke the same language and used the same words. 2 As the people
migrated to the east, they found a plain in the land of Babylonia and settled there. 
3 They began saying to each other, “Let’s make bricks and harden them with fire.” (In this region bricks were
used instead of stone, and tar was used for mortar.) 4 Then they said, “Come, let’s build a great city for ourselves
with a tower that reaches into the sky. This will make us famous and keep us from being scattered all over the
world.” 



5 But the LORD came down to look at the city and the tower the people were building. 6 “Look!” he said. “The
people are united, and they all speak the same language. After this, nothing they set out to do will be impossible
for them! 7 Come, let’s go down and confuse the people with different languages. Then they won’t be able to
understand each other.” 
8 In that way, the LORD scattered them all over the world, and they stopped building the city. 9 That is why the
city was called Babel, because that is where the LORD confused the people with different languages. In this way
he scattered them all over the world. 

Genesis 18.1-15
The LORD appeared again to Abraham near the oak grove belonging to Mamre. One day Abraham was sitting at
the entrance to his tent during the hottest part of the day. 2 He looked up and noticed three men standing nearby.
When he saw them, he ran to meet them and welcomed them, bowing low to the ground. 
3 “My lord,” he said, “if it pleases you, stop here for a while. 4 Rest in the shade of this tree while water is
brought to wash your feet. 5 And since you’ve honored your servant with this visit, let me prepare some food to
refresh you before you continue on your journey.” 
“All right,” they said. “Do as you have said.” 
6 So Abraham ran back to the tent and said to Sarah, “Hurry! Get three large measures of your best flour, knead
it into dough, and bake some bread.” 7 Then Abraham ran out to the herd and chose a tender calf and gave it to
his servant, who quickly prepared it. 8 When the food was ready, Abraham took some yogurt and milk and the
roasted meat, and he served it to the men. As they ate, Abraham waited on them in the shade of the trees. 
9 “Where is Sarah, your wife?” the visitors asked. 
“She’s inside the tent,” Abraham replied. 
10 Then one of them said, “I will return to you about this time next year, and your wife, Sarah, will have a son!” 
Sarah was listening to this conversation from the tent. 11 Abraham and Sarah were both very old by this time, and
Sarah was long past the age of having children. 12 So she laughed silently to herself and said, “How could a
worn-out woman like me enjoy such pleasure, especially when my master—my husband—is also so old?” 
13 Then the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh? Why did she say, ‘Can an old woman like me have
a baby?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return about this time next year, and Sarah will have a
son.” 
15 Sarah was afraid, so she denied it, saying, “I didn’t laugh.” 
But the LORD said, “No, you did laugh.”

Genesis 22.9-18
9 When they arrived at the place where God had told him to go, Abraham built an altar and arranged the wood on
it. Then he tied his son, Isaac, and laid him on the altar on top of the wood. 10 And Abraham picked up the knife
to kill his son as a sacrifice. 11 At that moment the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, “Abraham!
Abraham!” 
“Yes,” Abraham replied. “Here I am!” 
12 “Don’t lay a hand on the boy!” the angel said. “Do not hurt him in any way, for now I know that you truly
fear God. You have not withheld from me even your son, your only son.” 
13 Then Abraham looked up and saw a ram caught by its horns in a thicket. So he took the ram and sacrificed it as
a burnt offering in place of his son. 14 Abraham named the place Yahweh-Yireh (which means “the LORD will
provide”). To this day, people still use that name as a proverb: “On the mountain of the LORD it will be
provided.” 
15 Then the angel of the LORD called again to Abraham from heaven. 16 “This is what the LORD says: Because
you have obeyed me and have not withheld even your son, your only son, I swear by my own name that 17 I will
certainly bless you. I will multiply your descendants beyond number, like the stars in the sky and the sand on the
seashore. Your descendants will conquer the cities of their enemies. 18 And through your descendants all the
nations of the earth will be blessed—all because you have obeyed me.” 



Genesis 28.1-4
So Isaac called for Jacob, blessed him, and said, “You must not marry any of these Canaanite women. 2 Instead,
go at once to Paddan-aram, to the house of your grandfather Bethuel, and marry one of your uncle Laban’s
daughters. 3 May God Almighty bless you and give you many children. And may your descendants multiply and
become many nations! 4 May God pass on to you and your descendants the blessings he promised to Abraham.
May you own this land where you are now living as a foreigner, for God gave this land to Abraham.” 

Genesis 31.10-13
10 “One time during the mating season, I had a dream and saw that the male goats mating with the females were
streaked, speckled, and spotted. 11 Then in my dream, the angel of God said to me, ‘Jacob!’ And I replied, ‘Yes,
here I am.’ 
12 “The angel said, ‘Look up, and you will see that only the streaked, speckled, and spotted males are mating
with the females of your flock. For I have seen how Laban has treated you. 13 I am the God who appeared to you
at Bethel, the place where you anointed the pillar of stone and made your vow to me. Now get ready and leave this
country and return to the land of your birth.’ ”

Genesis 35.9-13
9 Now that Jacob had returned from Paddan-aram, God appeared to him again at Bethel. God blessed him,
10 saying, “Your name is Jacob, but you will not be called Jacob any longer. From now on your name will be
Israel.” So God renamed him Israel. 
11 Then God said, “I am El-Shaddai—‘God Almighty.’ Be fruitful and multiply. You will become a great nation,
even many nations. Kings will be among your descendants! 12 And I will give you the land I once gave to
Abraham and Isaac. Yes, I will give it to you and your descendants after you.” 13 Then God went up from the
place where he had spoken to Jacob. 

Genesis 41.37-40
37 Joseph’s suggestions were well received by Pharaoh and his officials. 38 So Pharaoh asked his officials, “Can
we find anyone else like this man so obviously filled with the spirit of God?” 39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph,
“Since God has revealed the meaning of the dreams to you, clearly no one else is as intelligent or wise as you are.
40 You will be in charge of my court, and all my people will take orders from you. Only I, sitting on my throne,
will have a rank higher than yours.”

Genesis 43.11-14
11 So their father, Jacob, finally said to them, “If it can’t be avoided, then at least do this. Pack your bags with
the best products of this land. Take them down to the man as gifts—balm, honey, gum, aromatic resin, pistachio
nuts, and almonds. 12 Also take double the money that was put back in your sacks, as it was probably someone’s
mistake. 13 Then take your brother, and go back to the man. 14 May God Almighty give you mercy as you go
before the man, so that he will release Simeon and let Benjamin return. But if I must lose my children, so be it.” 

Genesis 48.1-4
One day not long after this, word came to Joseph, “Your father is failing rapidly.” So Joseph went to visit his
father, and he took with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 
2 When Joseph arrived, Jacob was told, “Your son Joseph has come to see you.” So Jacob gathered his strength
and sat up in his bed. 
3 Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed me. 4 He said to
me, ‘I will make you fruitful, and I will multiply your descendants. I will make you a multitude of nations. And I
will give this land of Canaan to your descendants after you as an everlasting possession.’ 



Genesis 48.12-16
12 Joseph moved the boys, who were at their grandfather’s knees, and he bowed with his face to the ground.
13 Then he positioned the boys in front of Jacob. With his right hand he directed Ephraim toward Jacob’s left
hand, and with his left hand he put Manasseh at Jacob’s right hand. 14 But Jacob crossed his arms as he reached
out to lay his hands on the boys’ heads. He put his right hand on the head of Ephraim, though he was the younger
boy, and his left hand on the head of Manasseh, though he was the firstborn. 15 Then he blessed Joseph and said, 
    “May the God before whom my grandfather Abraham 
      and my father, Isaac, walked— 
    the God who has been my shepherd 
      all my life, to this very day, 
    16 the Angel who has redeemed me from all harm— 
      may he bless these boys. 
    May they preserve my name 
      and the names of Abraham and Isaac. 
    And may their descendants multiply greatly 
      throughout the earth.” 

Genesis 49.22-25
    22 “Joseph is the foal of a wild donkey, 
      the foal of a wild donkey at a spring— 
      one of the wild donkeys on the ridge. 
    23 Archers attacked him savagely; 
      they shot at him and harassed him. 
    24 But his bow remained taut, 
      and his arms were strengthened 
    by the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob, 
      by the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel. 
    25 May the God of your father help you; 
      May the Almighty bless you 
    with the blessings of the heavens above, 
      and blessings of the watery depths below, 
      and blessings of the breasts and womb. 

Exodus 3.13-17
13 But Moses protested, “If I go to the people of Israel and tell them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to
you,’ they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what should I tell them?” 
14 God replied to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. Say this to the people of Israel: I AM has sent me to you.” 15 God
also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: Yahweh, the God of your ancestors—the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you. 
    This is my eternal name, 
      my name to remember for all generations. 
16 “Now go and call together all the elders of Israel. Tell them, ‘Yahweh, the God of your ancestors—the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—has appeared to me. He told me, “I have been watching closely, and I see how the
Egyptians are treating you. 17 I have promised to rescue you from your oppression in Egypt. I will lead you to a
land flowing with milk and honey—the land where the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and
Jebusites now live.” ’ 



Exodus 6.2-8 
2 And God said to Moses, “I am Yahweh—‘the LORD.’ 3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob as
El-Shaddai—‘God Almighty’—but I did not reveal my name, Yahweh, to them. 4 And I reaffirmed my covenant
with them. Under its terms, I promised to give them the land of Canaan, where they were living as foreigners.
5 You can be sure that I have heard the groans of the people of Israel, who are now slaves to the Egyptians. And I
am well aware of my covenant with them. 
6 “Therefore, say to the people of Israel: ‘I am the LORD. I will free you from your oppression and will rescue
you from your slavery in Egypt. I will redeem you with a powerful arm and great acts of judgment. 7 I will claim
you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God who has freed
you from your oppression in Egypt. 8 I will bring you into the land I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
I will give it to you as your very own possession. I am the LORD!’ ” 

Exodus 8.8-11
8 Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and begged, “Plead with the LORD to take the frogs away from me
and my people. I will let your people go, so they can offer sacrifices to the LORD.” 
9 “You set the time!” Moses replied. “Tell me when you want me to pray for you, your officials, and your
people. Then you and your houses will be rid of the frogs. They will remain only in the Nile River.” 
10 “Do it tomorrow,” Pharaoh said. 
“All right,” Moses replied, “it will be as you have said. Then you will know that there is no one like the LORD
our God. 11 The frogs will leave you and your houses, your officials, and your people. They will remain only in
the Nile River.”

Exodus 20.1-6
Then God gave the people all these instructions: 
  2 “I am the LORD your God, who rescued you from the land of Egypt, the place of your slavery. 
  3 “You must not have any other god but me. 
  4 “You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind or an image of anything in the heavens or on the earth or
in the sea. 5 You must not bow down to them or worship them, for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God
who will not tolerate your affection for any other gods. I lay the sins of the parents upon their children; the entire
family is affected—even children in the third and fourth generations of those who reject me. 6 But I lavish
unfailing love for a thousand generations on those who love me and obey my commands.

Exodus 23.20-26
20 “See, I am sending an angel before you to protect you on your journey and lead you safely to the place I have
prepared for you. 21 Pay close attention to him, and obey his instructions. Do not rebel against him, for he is my
representative, and he will not forgive your rebellion. 22 But if you are careful to obey him, following all my
instructions, then I will be an enemy to your enemies, and I will oppose those who oppose you. 23 For my angel
will go before you and bring you into the land of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hivites, and
Jebusites, so you may live there. And I will destroy them completely. 24 You must not worship the gods of these
nations or serve them in any way or imitate their evil practices. Instead, you must utterly destroy them and smash
their sacred pillars. 
25 “You must serve only the LORD your God. If you do, I will bless you with food and water, and I will protect
you from illness. 26 There will be no miscarriages or infertility in your land, and I will give you long, full lives. 



Exodus 31.1-6
Then the LORD said to Moses, 2 “Look, I have specifically chosen Bezalel son of Uri, grandson of Hur, of the
tribe of Judah. 3 I have filled him with the Spirit of God, giving him great wisdom, ability, and expertise in all
kinds of crafts. 4 He is a master craftsman, expert in working with gold, silver, and bronze. 5 He is skilled in
engraving and mounting gemstones and in carving wood. He is a master at every craft! 
6 “And I have personally appointed Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, to be his assistant. Moreover,
I have given special skill to all the gifted craftsmen so they can make all the things I have commanded you to
make: 

Exodus 35.31-35
31 The LORD has filled Bezalel with the Spirit of God, giving him great wisdom, ability, and expertise in all
kinds of crafts. 32 He is a master craftsman, expert in working with gold, silver, and bronze. 33 He is skilled in
engraving and mounting gemstones and in carving wood. He is a master at every craft. 34 And the LORD has
given both him and Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, the ability to teach their skills to others.
35 The LORD has given them special skills as engravers, designers, embroiderers in blue, purple, and scarlet
thread on fine linen cloth, and weavers. They excel as craftsmen and as designers. 

Numbers 6.22-27 
22 Then the LORD said to Moses, 23 “Tell Aaron and his sons to bless the people of Israel with this special
blessing: 
    24 ‘May the LORD bless you 
      and protect you. 
    25 May the LORD smile on you 
      and be gracious to you. 
    26 May the LORD show you his favor 
      and give you his peace.’ 
27 Whenever Aaron and his sons bless the people of Israel in my name, I myself will bless them.” 

Numbers 11.24-30
24 So Moses went out and reported the LORD’s words to the people. He gathered the seventy elders and stationed
them around the Tabernacle. 25 And the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to Moses. Then he gave the
seventy elders the same Spirit that was upon Moses. And when the Spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But
this never happened again. 
26 Two men, Eldad and Medad, had stayed behind in the camp. They were listed among the elders, but they had
not gone out to the Tabernacle. Yet the Spirit rested upon them as well, so they prophesied there in the camp.
27 A young man ran and reported to Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp!” 
28 Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses’ assistant since his youth, protested, “Moses, my master, make them
stop!” 
29 But Moses replied, “Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the LORD’s people were prophets and that
the LORD would put his Spirit upon them all!” 30 Then Moses returned to the camp with the elders of Israel. 



Numbers 24.1-4
By now Balaam realized that the LORD was determined to bless Israel, so he did not resort to divination as
before. Instead, he turned and looked out toward the wilderness, 2 where he saw the people of Israel camped,
tribe by tribe. Then the Spirit of God came upon him, 3 and this is the message he delivered: 
    “This is the message of Balaam son of Beor, 
      the message of the man whose eyes see clearly, 
    4 the message of one who hears the words of God, 
      who sees a vision from the Almighty, 
      who bows down with eyes wide open: 

Numbers 27.15-21
15 Then Moses said to the LORD, 16 “O LORD, you are the God who gives breath to all creatures. Please
appoint a new man as leader for the community. 17 Give them someone who will guide them wherever they go
and will lead them into battle, so the community of the LORD will not be like sheep without a shepherd.” 
18 The LORD replied, “Take Joshua son of Nun, who has the Spirit in him, and lay your hands on him.
19 Present him to Eleazar the priest before the whole community, and publicly commission him to lead the people.
20 Transfer some of your authority to him so the whole community of Israel will obey him. 21 When direction
from the LORD is needed, Joshua will stand before Eleazar the priest, who will use the Urim—one of the sacred
lots cast before the LORD—to determine his will. This is how Joshua and the rest of the community of Israel will
determine everything they should do.” 

Deuteronomy 4.35-40
35 “He showed you these things so you would know that the LORD is God and there is no other. 36 He let you
hear his voice from heaven so he could instruct you. He let you see his great fire here on earth so he could speak
to you from it. 37 Because he loved your ancestors, he chose to bless their descendants, and he personally brought
you out of Egypt with a great display of power. 38 He drove out nations far greater than you, so he could bring
you in and give you their land as your special possession, as it is today. 
39 “So remember this and keep it firmly in mind: The LORD is God both in heaven and on earth, and there is no
other. 40 If you obey all the decrees and commands I am giving you today, all will be well with you and your
children. I am giving you these instructions so you will enjoy a long life in the land the LORD your God is giving
you for all time.” 

Deuteronomy 5.6-11
  6 “I am the LORD your God, who rescued you from the land of Egypt, the place of your slavery. 
  7 “You must not have any other god but me. 
  8 “You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind, or an image of anything in the heavens or on the earth or
in the sea. 9 You must not bow down to them or worship them, for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God
who will not tolerate your affection for any other gods. I lay the sins of the parents upon their children; the entire
family is affected—even children in the third and fourth generations of those who reject me. 10 But I lavish
unfailing love for a thousand generations on those who love me and obey my commands. 
  11 “You must not misuse the name of the LORD your God. The LORD will not let you go unpunished if you
misuse his name. 

Deuteronomy 6.4-5
4 “Listen, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. 5 And you must love the LORD your God with all
your heart, all your soul, and all your strength.



Deuteronomy 8.11-20
11 “But that is the time to be careful! Beware that in your plenty you do not forget the LORD your God and
disobey his commands, regulations, and decrees that I am giving you today. 12 For when you have become full
and prosperous and have built fine homes to live in, 13 and when your flocks and herds have become very large
and your silver and gold have multiplied along with everything else, be careful! 14 Do not become proud at that
time and forget the LORD your God, who rescued you from slavery in the land of Egypt. 15 Do not forget that he
led you through the great and terrifying wilderness with its poisonous snakes and scorpions, where it was so hot
and dry. He gave you water from the rock! 16 He fed you with manna in the wilderness, a food unknown to your
ancestors. He did this to humble you and test you for your own good. 17 He did all this so you would never say to
yourself, ‘I have achieved this wealth with my own strength and energy.’ 18 Remember the LORD your God. He
is the one who gives you power to be successful, in order to fulfill the covenant he confirmed to your ancestors
with an oath. 
19 “But I assure you of this: If you ever forget the LORD your God and follow other gods, worshiping and
bowing down to them, you will certainly be destroyed. 20 Just as the LORD has destroyed other nations in your
path, you also will be destroyed if you refuse to obey the LORD your God. 

Deuteronomy 10.17-22
17 “For the LORD your God is the God of gods and Lord of lords. He is the great God, the mighty and awesome
God, who shows no partiality and cannot be bribed. 18 He ensures that orphans and widows receive justice. He
shows love to the foreigners living among you and gives them food and clothing. 19 So you, too, must show love
to foreigners, for you yourselves were once foreigners in the land of Egypt. 20 You must fear the LORD your
God and worship him and cling to him. Your oaths must be in his name alone. 21 He alone is your God, the only
one who is worthy of your praise, the one who has done these mighty miracles that you have seen with your own
eyes. 22 When your ancestors went down into Egypt, there were only seventy of them. But now the LORD your
God has made you as numerous as the stars in the sky! 

Deuteronomy 32.36-39
    36 “Indeed, the LORD will give justice to his people, 
      and he will change his mind about his servants, 
    when he sees their strength is gone 
      and no one is left, slave or free. 
    37 Then he will ask, ‘Where are their gods, 
      the rocks they fled to for refuge? 
    38 Where now are those gods, 
      who ate the fat of their sacrifices 
      and drank the wine of their offerings? 
    Let those gods arise and help you! 
      Let them provide you with shelter! 
    39 Look now; I myself am he! 
      There is no other god but me! 
    I am the one who kills and gives life; 
      I am the one who wounds and heals; 
      no one can be rescued from my powerful hand! 

Judges 3.9-11
9 But when the people of Israel cried out to the LORD for help, the LORD raised up a rescuer to save them. His
name was Othniel, the son of Caleb’s younger brother, Kenaz. 10 The Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he
became Israel’s judge. He went to war against King Cushan-rishathaim of Aram, and the LORD gave Othniel
victory over him. 11 So there was peace in the land for forty years. Then Othniel son of Kenaz died. 



Judges 6.33-34
33 Soon afterward the armies of Midian, Amalek, and the people of the east formed an alliance against Israel and
crossed the Jordan, camping in the valley of Jezreel. 34 Then the Spirit of the LORD clothed Gideon with power.
He blew a ram’s horn as a call to arms, and the men of the clan of Abiezer came to him. 35 He also sent
messengers throughout Manasseh, Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali, summoning their warriors, and all of them
responded. 

Judges 11.29-31
29 At that time the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah, and he went throughout the land of Gilead and
Manasseh, including Mizpah in Gilead, and from there he led an army against the Ammonites. 30 And Jephthah
made a vow to the LORD. He said, “If you give me victory over the Ammonites, 31 I will give to the LORD
whatever comes out of my house to meet me when I return in triumph. I will sacrifice it as a burnt offering.”

Judges 13.24-25
24 When her son was born, she named him Samson. And the LORD blessed him as he grew up. 25 And the Spirit
of the LORD began to stir him while he lived in Mahaneh-dan, which is located between the towns of Zorah and
Eshtaol. 

Judges 14.5-6
5 As Samson and his parents were going down to Timnah, a young lion suddenly attacked Samson near the
vineyards of Timnah. 6 At that moment the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon him, and he ripped the
lion’s jaws apart with his bare hands. He did it as easily as if it were a young goat. But he didn’t tell his father or
mother about it.

Judges 14.18-20
18 So before sunset of the seventh day, the men of the town came to Samson with their answer: 
    “What is sweeter than honey? 
      What is stronger than a lion?” 
Samson replied, “If you hadn’t plowed with my heifer, you wouldn’t have solved my riddle!” 
19 Then the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon him. He went down to the town of Ashkelon, killed thirty
men, took their belongings, and gave their clothing to the men who had solved his riddle. But Samson was furious
about what had happened, and he went back home to live with his father and mother. 20 So his wife was given in
marriage to the man who had been Samson’s best man at the wedding. 

Judges 15.14-17
14 As Samson arrived at Lehi, the Philistines came shouting in triumph. But the Spirit of the LORD came
powerfully upon Samson, and he snapped the ropes on his arms as if they were burnt strands of flax, and they fell
from his wrists. 15 Then he found the jawbone of a recently killed donkey. He picked it up and killed 1,000
Philistines with it. 16 Then Samson said, 
    “With the jawbone of a donkey, 
      I’ve piled them in heaps! 
    With the jawbone of a donkey, 
      I’ve killed a thousand men!” 
17 When he finished his boasting, he threw away the jawbone; and the place was named Jawbone Hill. 



1 Samuel 3.1-14
Meanwhile, the boy Samuel served the LORD by assisting Eli. Now in those days messages from the LORD were
very rare, and visions were quite uncommon. 
2 One night Eli, who was almost blind by now, had gone to bed. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and
Samuel was sleeping in the Tabernacle near the Ark of God. 4 Suddenly the LORD called out, “Samuel!” 
“Yes?” Samuel replied. “What is it?” 5 He got up and ran to Eli. “Here I am. Did you call me?” 
“I didn’t call you,” Eli replied. “Go back to bed.” So he did. 
6 Then the LORD called out again, “Samuel!” 
Again Samuel got up and went to Eli. “Here I am. Did you call me?” 
“I didn’t call you, my son,” Eli said. “Go back to bed.” 
7 Samuel did not yet know the LORD because he had never had a message from the LORD before. 8 So the
LORD called a third time, and once more Samuel got up and went to Eli. “Here I am. Did you call me?” 
Then Eli realized it was the LORD who was calling the boy. 9 So he said to Samuel, “Go and lie down again, and
if someone calls again, say, ‘Speak, LORD, your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went back to bed. 
10 And the LORD came and called as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
And Samuel replied, “Speak, your servant is listening.” 
11 Then the LORD said to Samuel, “I am about to do a shocking thing in Israel. 12 I am going to carry out all my
threats against Eli and his family, from beginning to end. 13 I have warned him that judgment is coming upon his
family forever, because his sons are blaspheming God and he hasn’t disciplined them. 14 So I have vowed that the
sins of Eli and his sons will never be forgiven by sacrifices or offerings.” 

1 Samuel 10.5-8
5 “When you arrive at Gibeah of God, where the garrison of the Philistines is located, you will meet a band of
prophets coming down from the place of worship. They will be playing a harp, a tambourine, a flute, and a lyre,
and they will be prophesying. 6 At that time the Spirit of the LORD will come powerfully upon you, and you will
prophesy with them. You will be changed into a different person. 7 After these signs take place, do what must be
done, for God is with you. 8 Then go down to Gilgal ahead of me. I will join you there to sacrifice burnt offerings
and peace offerings. You must wait for seven days until I arrive and give you further instructions.” 

1 Samuel 10.9-16
9 As Saul turned and started to leave, God gave him a new heart, and all Samuel’s signs were fulfilled that day.
10 When Saul and his servant arrived at Gibeah, they saw a group of prophets coming toward them. Then the
Spirit of God came powerfully upon Saul, and he, too, began to prophesy. 11 When those who knew Saul heard
about it, they exclaimed, “What? Is even Saul a prophet? How did the son of Kish become a prophet?” 
12 And one of those standing there said, “Can anyone become a prophet, no matter who his father is?” So that is
the origin of the saying “Is even Saul a prophet?” 
13 When Saul had finished prophesying, he went up to the place of worship. 14 “Where have you been?” Saul’s
uncle asked him and his servant. 
“We were looking for the donkeys,” Saul replied, “but we couldn’t find them. So we went to Samuel to ask him
where they were.” 
15 “Oh? And what did he say?” his uncle asked. 
16 “He told us that the donkeys had already been found,” Saul replied. But Saul didn’t tell his uncle what Samuel
said about the kingdom. 



1 Samuel 11.6-15
6 Then the Spirit of God came powerfully upon Saul, and he became very angry. 7 He took two oxen and cut
them into pieces and sent the messengers to carry them throughout Israel with this message: “This is what will
happen to the oxen of anyone who refuses to follow Saul and Samuel into battle!” And the LORD made the people
afraid of Saul’s anger, and all of them came out together as one. 8 When Saul mobilized them at Bezek, he found
that there were 300,000 men from Israel and 30,000 men from Judah. 
9 So Saul sent the messengers back to Jabesh-gilead to say, “We will rescue you by noontime tomorrow!” There
was great joy throughout the town when that message arrived! 
10 The men of Jabesh then told their enemies, “Tomorrow we will come out to you, and you can do to us
whatever you wish.” 11 But before dawn the next morning, Saul arrived, having divided his army into three
detachments. He launched a surprise attack against the Ammonites and slaughtered them the whole morning. The
remnant of their army was so badly scattered that no two of them were left together. 
12 Then the people exclaimed to Samuel, “Now where are those men who said, ‘Why should Saul rule over us?’
Bring them here, and we will kill them!” 
13 But Saul replied, “No one will be executed today, for today the LORD has rescued Israel!” 
14 Then Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us all go to Gilgal to renew the kingdom.” 15 So they all went to
Gilgal, and in a solemn ceremony before the LORD they made Saul king. Then they offered peace offerings to the
LORD, and Saul and all the Israelites were filled with joy. 

1 Samuel 16.9-13
 9 Next Jesse summoned Shimea, but Samuel said, “Neither is this the one the LORD has chosen.” 10 In the same
way all seven of Jesse’s sons were presented to Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any
of these.” 11 Then Samuel asked, “Are these all the sons you have?” 
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse replied. “But he’s out in the fields watching the sheep and goats.” 
“Send for him at once,” Samuel said. “We will not sit down to eat until he arrives.” 
12 So Jesse sent for him. He was dark and handsome, with beautiful eyes. 
And the LORD said, “This is the one; anoint him.” 
13 So as David stood there among his brothers, Samuel took the flask of olive oil he had brought and anointed
David with the oil. And the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David from that day on. Then Samuel
returned to Ramah. 

1 Samuel 16.14-23
14 Now the Spirit of the LORD had left Saul, and the LORD sent a tormenting spirit that filled him with
depression and fear. 
15 Some of Saul’s servants said to him, “A tormenting spirit from God is troubling you. 16 Let us find a good
musician to play the harp whenever the tormenting spirit troubles you. He will play soothing music, and you will
soon be well again.” 
17 “All right,” Saul said. “Find me someone who plays well, and bring him here.” 
18 One of the servants said to Saul, “One of Jesse’s sons from Bethlehem is a talented harp player. Not only
that—he is a brave warrior, a man of war, and has good judgment. He is also a fine-looking young man, and the
LORD is with him.” 
19 So Saul sent messengers to Jesse to say, “Send me your son David, the shepherd.” 20 Jesse responded by
sending David to Saul, along with a young goat, a donkey loaded with bread, and a wineskin full of wine. 
21 So David went to Saul and began serving him. Saul loved David very much, and David became his armor
bearer. 
22 Then Saul sent word to Jesse asking, “Please let David remain in my service, for I am very pleased with him.” 
23 And whenever the tormenting spirit from God troubled Saul, David would play the harp. Then Saul would feel
better, and the tormenting spirit would go away. 



1 Samuel 19.18-24
18 So David escaped and went to Ramah to see Samuel, and he told him all that Saul had done to him. Then
Samuel took David with him to live at Naioth. 19 When the report reached Saul that David was at Naioth in
Ramah, 20 he sent troops to capture him. But when they arrived and saw Samuel leading a group of prophets who
were prophesying, the Spirit of God came upon Saul’s men, and they also began to prophesy. 21 When Saul heard
what had happened, he sent other troops, but they, too, prophesied! The same thing happened a third time.
22 Finally, Saul himself went to Ramah and arrived at the great well in Secu. “Where are Samuel and David?” he
demanded. 
“They are at Naioth in Ramah,” someone told him. 
23 But on the way to Naioth in Ramah the Spirit of God came even upon Saul, and he, too, began to prophesy all
the way to Naioth! 24 He tore off his clothes and lay naked on the ground all day and all night, prophesying in the
presence of Samuel. The people who were watching exclaimed, “What? Is even Saul a prophet?” 

2 Samuel 7.8-17
  8 “Now go and say to my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies has declared: I took you
from tending sheep in the pasture and selected you to be the leader of my people Israel. 9 I have been with you
wherever you have gone, and I have destroyed all your enemies before your eyes. Now I will make your name as
famous as anyone who has ever lived on the earth! 10 And I will provide a homeland for my people Israel,
planting them in a secure place where they will never be disturbed. Evil nations won’t oppress them as they’ve
done in the past, 11 starting from the time I appointed judges to rule my people Israel. And I will give you rest
from all your enemies. 
  “ ‘Furthermore, the LORD declares that he will make a house for you—a dynasty of kings! 12 For when you die
and are buried with your ancestors, I will raise up one of your descendants, your own offspring, and I will make
his kingdom strong. 13 He is the one who will build a house—a temple—for my name. And I will secure his royal
throne forever. 14 I will be his father, and he will be my son. If he sins, I will correct and discipline him with the
rod, like any father would do. 15 But my favor will not be taken from him as I took it from Saul, whom I
removed from your sight. 16 Your house and your kingdom will continue before me for all time, and your throne
will be secure forever.’ ” 
17 So Nathan went back to David and told him everything the LORD had said in this vision. 

2 Samuel 22.1-51 
David sang this song to the LORD on the day the LORD rescued him from all his enemies and from Saul. 2 He
sang: 
    “The LORD is my rock, my fortress, and my savior; 
      3 my God is my rock, in whom I find protection. He is my shield, the power that saves me, and my place of
safety. He is my refuge, my savior, the one who saves me from violence. 
    4 I called on the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and he saved me from my enemies. 
    5 “The waves of death overwhelmed me; floods of destruction swept over me. 
    6 The grave wrapped its ropes around me; death laid a trap in my path. 
    7 But in my distress I cried out to the LORD; yes, I cried to my God for help. He heard me from his sanctuary; 
      my cry reached his ears. 
    8 “Then the earth quaked and trembled. The foundations of the heavens shook; they quaked because of his
anger. 
    9 Smoke poured from his nostrils; fierce flames leaped from his mouth. Glowing coals blazed forth from him. 
    10 He opened the heavens and came down; dark storm clouds were beneath his feet. 
    11 Mounted on a mighty angelic being, he flew, soaring on the wings of the wind. 
    12 He shrouded himself in darkness, veiling his approach with dense rain clouds. 
    13 A great brightness shone around him, and burning coals blazed forth. 
    14 The LORD thundered from heaven; the voice of the Most High resounded. 
    15 He shot arrows and scattered his enemies; his lightning flashed, and they were confused. 
    16 Then at the command of the LORD, at the blast of his breath, the bottom of the sea could be seen, and the



foundations of the earth were laid bare. 
    17 “He reached down from heaven and rescued me; he drew me out of deep waters. 
    18 He rescued me from my powerful enemies, from those who hated me and were too strong for me. 
    19 They attacked me at a moment when I was in distress, but the LORD supported me. 
    20 He led me to a place of safety; he rescued me because he delights in me. 
    21 The LORD rewarded me for doing right; he restored me because of my innocence. 
    22 For I have kept the ways of the LORD; I have not turned from my God to follow evil. 
    23 I have followed all his regulations; I have never abandoned his decrees. 
    24 I am blameless before God; I have kept myself from sin. 
    25 The LORD rewarded me for doing right. He has seen my innocence. 
    26 “To the faithful you show yourself faithful; to those with integrity you sho integrity. 
    27 To the pure you show yourself pure, but to the crooked you show yourself shrewd. 
    28 You rescue the humble, but your eyes watch the proud and humiliate them. 
    29 O LORD, you are my lamp. The LORD lights up my darkness. 
    30 In your strength I can crush an army; with my God I can scale any wall. 
    31 “God’s way is perfect. All the LORD’s promises prove true. He is a shield for all who look to him for
protection. 
    32 For who is God except the LORD? Who but our God is a solid rock? 
    33 God is my strong fortress, and he makes my way perfect. 
    34 He makes me as surefooted as a deer, enabling me to stand on mountain heights. 
    35 He trains my hands for battle; he strengthens my arm to draw a bronze bow. 
    36 You have given me your shield of victory; your help has made me great. 
    37 You have made a wide path for my feet to keep them from slipping. 
    38 “I chased my enemies and destroyed them; I did not stop until they were conquered. 
    39 I consumed them; I struck them down so they did not get up; they fell beneath my feet. 
    40 You have armed me with strength for the battle; you have subdued my enemies under my feet. 
    41 You placed my foot on their necks. I have destroyed all who hated me. 
    42 They looked for help, but no one came to their rescue. They even cried to the LORD, but he refused to
answer. 
    43 I ground them as fine as the dust of the earth; I trampled them in the gutter like dirt. 
    44 “You gave me victory over my accusers. You preserved me as the ruler over nations; people I don’t even
know now serve me. 
    45 Foreign nations cringe before me; as soon as they hear of me, they submit. 
    46 They all lose their courage and come trembling from their strongholds. 
    47 “The LORD lives! Praise to my Rock! May God, the Rock of my salvation, be exalted! 
    48 He is the God who pays back those who harm me; he brings down the nations under me 
    49 and delivers me from my enemies. You hold me safe beyond the reach of my enemies; you save me from
violent opponents.
    50 For this, O LORD, I will praise you among the nations; I will sing praises to your name. 
    51 You give great victories to your king; you show unfailing love to your anointed, to David and all his
descendants forever.” 

2 Samuel 23.1-5
These are the last words of David: 
    “David, the son of Jesse, speaks— David, the man who was raised up so high, David, the man anointed by the
God of Jacob, David, the sweet psalmist of Israel. 
    2 “The Spirit of the LORD speaks through me; his words are upon my tongue. 
    3 The God of Israel spoke. The Rock of Israel said to me: ‘The one who rules righteously, who rules in the
fear of God, 
    4 is like the light of morning at sunrise, like a morning without clouds, like the gleaming of the sun on new
grass after rain.’ 
    5 “Is it not my family God has chosen? Yes, he has made an everlasting covenant with me. His agreement is
arranged and guaranteed in every detail. He will ensure my safety and success. 



1 Kings 8.56-61
56 “Praise the LORD who has given rest to his people Israel, just as he promised. Not one word has failed of all
the wonderful promises he gave through his servant Moses. 57 May the LORD our God be with us as he was with
our ancestors; may he never leave us or abandon us. 58 May he give us the desire to do his will in everything and
to obey all the commands, decrees, and regulations that he gave our ancestors. 59 And may these words that I
have prayed in the presence of the LORD be before him constantly, day and night, so that the LORD our God
may give justice to me and to his people Israel, according to each day’s needs. 60 Then people all over the earth
will know that the LORD alone is God and there is no other. 61 And may you be completely faithful to the LORD
our God. May you always obey his decrees and commands, just as you are doing today.” 

1 Kings 18.7-15
7 As Obadiah was walking along, he suddenly saw Elijah coming toward him. Obadiah recognized him at once
and bowed low to the ground before him. “Is it really you, my lord Elijah?” he asked. 
8 “Yes, it is,” Elijah replied. “Now go and tell your master, ‘Elijah is here.’ ” 
9 “Oh, sir,” Obadiah protested, “what harm have I done to you that you are sending me to my death at the hands
of Ahab? 10 For I swear by the LORD your God that the king has searched every nation and kingdom on earth
from end to end to find you. And each time he was told, ‘Elijah isn’t here,’ King Ahab forced the king of that
nation to swear to the truth of his claim. 11 And now you say, ‘Go and tell your master, “Elijah is here.” ’ 12 But
as soon as I leave you, the Spirit of the LORD will carry you away to who knows where. When Ahab comes and
cannot find you, he will kill me. Yet I have been a true servant of the LORD all my life. 13 Has no one told you,
my lord, about the time when Jezebel was trying to kill the LORD’s prophets? I hid 100 of them in two caves and
supplied them with food and water. 14 And now you say, ‘Go and tell your master, “Elijah is here.” ’ Sir, if I do
that, Ahab will certainly kill me.” 
15 But Elijah said, “I swear by the LORD Almighty, in whose presence I stand, that I will present myself to Ahab
this very day.” 

1 Kings 22.17-28
17 Then Micaiah told him, “In a vision I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains, like sheep without a shepherd.
And the LORD said, ‘Their master has been killed. Send them home in peace.’ ” 
18 “Didn’t I tell you?” the king of Israel exclaimed to Jehoshaphat. “He never prophesies anything but trouble for
me.” 
19 Then Micaiah continued, “Listen to what the LORD says! I saw the LORD sitting on his throne with all the
armies of heaven around him, on his right and on his left. 20 And the LORD said, ‘Who can entice Ahab to go
into battle against Ramoth-gilead so he can be killed?’ 
“There were many suggestions, 21 and finally a spirit approached the LORD and said, ‘I can do it!’ 
22 “ ‘How will you do this?’ the LORD asked. 
“And the spirit replied, ‘I will go out and inspire all of Ahab’s prophets to speak lies.’ 
“ ‘You will succeed,’ said the LORD. ‘Go ahead and do it.’ 
23 “So you see, the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouths of all your prophets. For the LORD has
pronounced your doom.” 
24 Then Zedekiah son of Kenaanah walked up to Micaiah and slapped him across the face. “Since when did the
Spirit of the LORD leave me to speak to you?” he demanded. 
25 And Micaiah replied, “You will find out soon enough when you are trying to hide in some secret room!” 
26 “Arrest him!” the king of Israel ordered. “Take him back to Amon, the governor of the city, and to my son
Joash. 27 Give them this order from the king: ‘Put this man in prison, and feed him nothing but bread and water
until I return safely from the battle!’ ” 
28 But Micaiah replied, “If you return safely, it will mean that the LORD has not spoken through me!” Then he
added to those standing around, “Everyone mark my words!” 



2 Kings 2.13-18
13 Elisha picked up Elijah’s cloak, which had fallen when he was taken up. Then Elisha returned to the bank of
the Jordan River. 14 He struck the water with Elijah’s cloak and cried out, “Where is the LORD, the God of
Elijah?” Then the river divided, and Elisha went across. 
15 When the group of prophets from Jericho saw from a distance what happened, they exclaimed, “Elijah’s spirit
rests upon Elisha!” And they went to meet him and bowed to the ground before him. 16 “Sir,” they said, “just say
the word and fifty of our strongest men will search the wilderness for your master. Perhaps the Spirit of the
LORD has left him on some mountain or in some valley.” 
“No,” Elisha said, “don’t send them.” 17 But they kept urging him until they shamed him into agreeing, and he
finally said, “All right, send them.” So fifty men searched for three days but did not find Elijah. 18 Elisha was
still at Jericho when they returned. “Didn’t I tell you not to go?” he asked. 

2 Kings 17.35-41
35 For the LORD had made a covenant with the descendants of Jacob and commanded them: “Do not worship any
other gods or bow before them or serve them or offer sacrifices to them. 36 But worship only the LORD, who
brought you out of Egypt with great strength and a powerful arm. Bow down to him alone, and offer sacrifices
only to him. 37 Be careful at all times to obey the decrees, regulations, instructions, and commands that he wrote
for you. You must not worship other gods. 38 Do not forget the covenant I made with you, and do not worship
other gods. 39 You must worship only the LORD your God. He is the one who will rescue you from all your
enemies.” 
40 But the people would not listen and continued to follow their former practices. 41 So while these new residents
worshiped the LORD, they also worshiped their idols. And to this day their descendants do the same. 

1 Chronicles 17.20-27
  20 “O LORD, there is no one like you. We have never even heard of another God like you! 21 What other
nation on earth is like your people Israel? What other nation, O God, have you redeemed from slavery to be your
own people? You made a great name for yourself when you redeemed your people from Egypt. You performed
awesome miracles and drove out the nations that stood in their way. 22 You chose Israel to be your very own
people forever, and you, O LORD, became their God. 
  23 “And now, O LORD, I am your servant; do as you have promised concerning me and my family. May it be a
promise that will last forever. 24 And may your name be established and honored forever so that everyone will
say, ‘The LORD of Heaven’s Armies, the God of Israel, is Israel’s God!’ And may the house of your servant
David continue before you forever. 
  25 “O my God, I have been bold enough to pray to you because you have revealed to your servant that you will
build a house for him—a dynasty of kings! 26 For you are God, O LORD. And you have promised these good
things to your servant. 27 And now, it has pleased you to bless the house of your servant, so that it will continue
forever before you. For when you grant a blessing, O LORD, it is an eternal blessing!” 

2 Chronicles 15.1-4
Then the Spirit of God came upon Azariah son of Oded, 2 and he went out to meet King Asa as he was returning
from the battle. “Listen to me, Asa!” he shouted. “Listen, all you people of Judah and Benjamin! The LORD will
stay with you as long as you stay with him! Whenever you seek him, you will find him. But if you abandon him,
he will abandon you. 3 For a long time Israel was without the true God, without a priest to teach them, and
without the Law to instruct them. 4 But whenever they were in trouble and turned to the LORD, the God of Israel,
and sought him out, they found him. 



2 Chronicles 20.13-15
13 As all the men of Judah stood before the LORD with their little ones, wives, and children, 14 the Spirit of the
LORD came upon one of the men standing there. His name was Jahaziel son of Zechariah, son of Benaiah, son of
Jeiel, son of Mattaniah, a Levite who was a descendant of Asaph. 
15 He said, “Listen, all you people of Judah and Jerusalem! Listen, King Jehoshaphat! This is what the LORD
says: Do not be afraid! Don’t be discouraged by this mighty army, for the battle is not yours, but God’s.

2 Chronicles 24.17-20
17 But after Jehoiada’s death, the leaders of Judah came and bowed before King Joash and persuaded him to listen
to their advice. 18 They decided to abandon the Temple of the LORD, the God of their ancestors, and they
worshiped Asherah poles and idols instead! Because of this sin, divine anger fell on Judah and Jerusalem. 19 Yet
the LORD sent prophets to bring them back to him. The prophets warned them, but still the people would not
listen. 
20 Then the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah son of Jehoiada the priest. He stood before the people and said,
“This is what God says: Why do you disobey the LORD’s commands and keep yourselves from prospering? You
have abandoned the LORD, and now he has abandoned you!”

Nehemiah 9.5-37 
5 Then the leaders of the Levites—Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah, and
Pethahiah—called out to the people: “Stand up and praise the LORD your God, for he lives from everlasting to
everlasting!” Then they prayed: 
  “May your glorious name be praised! May it be exalted above all blessing and praise! 
  6 “You alone are the LORD. You made the skies and the heavens and all the stars. You made the earth and the
seas and everything in them. You preserve them all, and the angels of heaven worship you. 
  7 “You are the LORD God, who chose Abram and brought him from Ur of the Chaldeans and renamed him
Abraham. 8 When he had proved himself faithful, you made a covenant with him to give him and his descendants
the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Jebusites, and Girgashites. And you have done what you
promised, for you are always true to your word. 
  9 “You saw the misery of our ancestors in Egypt, and you heard their cries from beside the Red Sea. 10 You
displayed miraculous signs and wonders against Pharaoh, his officials, and all his people, for you knew how
arrogantly they were treating our ancestors. You have a glorious reputation that has never been forgotten. 11 You
divided the sea for your people so they could walk through on dry land! And then you hurled their enemies into
the depths of the sea. They sank like stones beneath the mighty waters. 12 You led our ancestors by a pillar of
cloud during the day and a pillar of fire at night so that they could find their way. 
  13 “You came down at Mount Sinai and spoke to them from heaven. You gave them regulations and instructions
that were just, and decrees and commands that were good. 14 You instructed them concerning your holy Sabbath.
And you commanded them, through Moses your servant, to obey all your commands, decrees, and instructions. 
  15 “You gave them bread from heaven when they were hungry and water from the rock when they were thirsty.
You commanded them to go and take possession of the land you had sworn to give them. 
  16 “But our ancestors were proud and stubborn, and they paid no attention to your commands. 17 They refused
to obey and did not remember the miracles you had done for them. Instead, they became stubborn and appointed a
leader to take them back to their slavery in Egypt. But you are a God of forgiveness, gracious and merciful, slow
to become angry, and rich in unfailing love. You did not abandon them, 18 even when they made an idol shaped
like a calf and said, ‘This is your god who brought you out of Egypt!’ They committed terrible blasphemies. 
  19 “But in your great mercy you did not abandon them to die in the wilderness. The pillar of cloud still led them
forward by day, and the pillar of fire showed them the way through the night. 20 You sent your good Spirit to
instruct them, and you did not stop giving them manna from heaven or water for their thirst. 21 For forty years
you sustained them in the wilderness, and they lacked nothing. Their clothes did not wear out, and their feet did
not swell! 
  22 “Then you helped our ancestors conquer kingdoms and nations, and you placed your people in every corner
of the land. They took over the land of King Sihon of Heshbon and the land of King Og of Bashan. 23 You made



their descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and brought them into the land you had promised to their
ancestors. 
  24 “They went in and took possession of the land. You subdued whole nations before them. Even the
Canaanites, who inhabited the land, were powerless! Your people could deal with these nations and their kings as
they pleased. 25 Our ancestors captured fortified cities and fertile land. They took over houses full of good things,
with cisterns already dug and vineyards and olive groves and fruit trees in abundance. So they ate until they were
full and grew fat and enjoyed themselves in all your blessings. 
  26 “But despite all this, they were disobedient and rebelled against you. They turned their backs on your Law,
they killed your prophets who warned them to return to you, and they committed terrible blasphemies. 27 So you
handed them over to their enemies, who made them suffer. But in their time of trouble they cried to you, and you
heard them from heaven. In your great mercy, you sent them liberators who rescued them from their enemies. 
  28 “But as soon as they were at peace, your people again committed evil in your sight, and once more you let
their enemies conquer them. Yet whenever your people turned and cried to you again for help, you listened once
more from heaven. In your wonderful mercy, you rescued them many times! 
  29 “You warned them to return to your Law, but they became proud and obstinate and disobeyed your
commands. They did not follow your regulations, by which people will find life if only they obey. They
stubbornly turned their backs on you and refused to listen. 30 In your love, you were patient with them for many
years. You sent your Spirit, who warned them through the prophets. But still they wouldn’t listen! So once again
you allowed the peoples of the land to conquer them. 31 But in your great mercy, you did not destroy them
completely or abandon them forever. What a gracious and merciful God you are! 
  32 “And now, our God, the great and mighty and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of unfailing love, do
not let all the hardships we have suffered seem insignificant to you. Great trouble has come upon us and upon our
kings and leaders and priests and prophets and ancestors—all of your people—from the days when the kings of
Assyria first triumphed over us until now. 33 Every time you punished us you were being just. We have sinned
greatly, and you gave us only what we deserved. 34 Our kings, leaders, priests, and ancestors did not obey your
Law or listen to the warnings in your commands and laws. 35 Even while they had their own kingdom, they did
not serve you, though you showered your goodness on them. You gave them a large, fertile land, but they refused
to turn from their wickedness. 
  36 “So now today we are slaves in the land of plenty that you gave our ancestors for their enjoyment! We are
slaves here in this good land. 37 The lush produce of this land piles up in the hands of the kings whom you have
set over us because of our sins. They have power over us and our livestock. We serve them at their pleasure, and
we are in great misery.” 

Job 26.7-14
    7 God stretches the northern sky over empty space and hangs the earth on nothing. 
    8 He wraps the rain in his thick clouds, and the clouds don’t burst with the weight. 
    9 He covers the face of the moon, shrouding it with his clouds. 
    10 He created the horizon when he separated the waters; he set the boundary between day and night. 
    11 The foundations of heaven tremble; they shudder at his rebuke. 
    12 By his power the sea grew calm. By his skill he crushed the great sea monster. 
    13 His Spirit made the heavens beautiful, and his power pierced the gliding serpent. 
    14 These are just the beginning of all that he does, merely a whisper of his power. Who, then, can comprehend
the thunder of his power?” 

Job 33.1-4
    1 “Listen to my words, Job; pay attention to what I have to say. 
    2 Now that I have begun to speak, let me continue. 
    3 I speak with all sincerity; I speak the truth. 
    4 For the Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life. 



Psalms 2.1-12
    1 Why are the nations so angry? Why do they waste their time with futile plans? 
    2 The kings of the earth prepare for battle; the rulers plot together against the LORD and against his anointed
one. 
    3 “Let us break their chains,” they cry, “and free ourselves from slavery to God.” 
    4 But the one who rules in heaven laughs. The Lord scoffs at them. 
    5 Then in anger he rebukes them, terrifying them with his fierce fury. 
    6 For the Lord declares, “I have placed my chosen king on the throne in Jerusalem, on my holy mountain.” 
    7 The king proclaims the LORD’s decree: “The LORD said to me, ‘You are my son. Today I have become
your Father. 
    8 Only ask, and I will give you the nations as your inheritance, the whole earth as your possession. 
    9 You will break them with an iron rod and smash them like clay pots.’ ” 
    10 Now then, you kings, act wisely! Be warned, you rulers of the earth! 
    11 Serve the LORD with reverent fear, and rejoice with trembling. 
    12 Submit to God’s royal son, or he will become angry, and you will be destroyed in the midst of all your
activities— for his anger flares up in an instant. But what joy for all who take refuge in him! 

Psalms 8.1-9
    1 O LORD, our Lord, your majestic name fills the earth! Your glory is higher than the heavens. 
    2 You have taught children and infants to tell of your strength, silencing your enemies and all who oppose you. 
    3 When I look at the night sky and see the work of your fingers— the moon and the stars you set in place— 
    4 what are mere mortals that you should think about them, human beings that you should care for them? 
    5 Yet you made them only a little lower than God and crowned them with glory and honor. 
    6 You gave them charge of everything you made, putting all things under their authority— 
    7 the flocks and the herds and all the wild animals, 
    8 the birds in the sky, the fish in the sea, and everything that swims the ocean currents. 
    9 O LORD, our Lord, your majestic name fills the earth! 

Psalms 22.1-31
    1 My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? Why are you so far away when I groan for help? 
    2 Every day I call to you, my God, but you do not answer. Every night I lift my voice, but I find no relief. 
    3 Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
    4 Our ancestors trusted in you, and you rescued them. 
    5 They cried out to you and were saved. They trusted in you and were never disgraced. 
    6 But I am a worm and not a man. I am scorned and despised by all! 
    7 Everyone who sees me mocks me. They sneer and shake their heads, saying, 
    8 “Is this the one who relies on the LORD? Then let the LORD save him! If the LORD loves him so much, 
      let the LORD rescue him!” 
    9 Yet you brought me safely from my mother’s womb and led me to trust you at my mother’s breast. 
    10 I was thrust into your arms at my birth. You have been my God from the moment I was born. 
    11 Do not stay so far from me, for trouble is near, and no one else can help me. 
    12 My enemies surround me like a herd of bulls; fierce bulls of Bashan have hemmed me in! 
    13 Like lions they open their jaws against me, roaring and tearing into their prey. 
    14 My life is poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart is like wax, melting within me. 
    15 My strength has dried up like sunbaked clay. My tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth. You have laid me
in the dust and left me for dead. 
    16 My enemies surround me like a pack of dogs; an evil gang closes in on me. They have pierced my hands
and feet. 
    17 I can count all my bones. My enemies stare at me and gloat. 
    18 They divide my garments among themselves and throw dice for my clothing. 
    19 O LORD, do not stay far away! You are my strength; come quickly to my aid!



    20 Save me from the sword; spare my precious life from these dogs. 
    21 Snatch me from the lion’s jaws and from the horns of these wild oxen. 
    22 I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters. I will praise you among your assembled people. 
    23 Praise the LORD, all you who fear him! Honor him, all you descendants of Jacob! Show him reverence, all
you descendants of Israel! 
    24 For he has not ignored or belittled the suffering of the needy. He has not turned his back on them, but has
listened to their cries for help. 
    25 I will praise you in the great assembly. I will fulfill my vows in the presence of those who worship you. 
    26 The poor will eat and be satisfied. All who seek the LORD will praise him. Their hearts will rejoice with
everlasting joy. 
    27 The whole earth will acknowledge the LORD and return to him. All the families of the nations will bow
down before him. 
    28 For royal power belongs to the LORD. He rules all the nations. 
    29 Let the rich of the earth feast and worship. Bow before him, all who are mortal, all whose lives will end as
dust. 
    30 Our children will also serve him. Future generations will hear about the wonders of the Lord. 
    31 His righteous acts will be told to those not yet born. They will hear about everything he has done. 

Psalms 24.1-10
    1 The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to him. 
    2 For he laid the earth’s foundation on the seas and built it on the ocean depths. 
    3 Who may climb the mountain of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? 
    4 Only those whose hands and hearts are pure, who do not worship idols and never tell lies. 
    5 They will receive the LORD’s blessing and have a right relationship with God their savior.
    6 Such people may seek you and worship in your presence, O God of Jacob. 
    7 Open up, ancient gates! Open up, ancient doors, and let the King of glory enter. 
    8 Who is the King of glory? The LORD, strong and mighty; the LORD, invincible in battle. 
    9 Open up, ancient gates! Open up, ancient doors,  and let the King of glory enter. 
    10 Who is the King of glory? The LORD of Heaven’s Armies— he is the King of glory. 

Psalms 33.4-22
    4 For the word of the LORD holds true, and we can trust everything he does. 
    5 He loves whatever is just and good; the unfailing love of the LORD fills the earth. 
    6 The LORD merely spoke, and the heavens were created. He breathed the word, and all the stars were born. 
    7 He assigned the sea its boundaries and locked the oceans in vast reservoirs. 
    8 Let the whole world fear the LORD, and let everyone stand in awe of him. 
    9 For when he spoke, the world began! It appeared at his command. 
    10 The LORD frustrates the plans of the nations and thwarts all their schemes. 
    11 But the LORD’s plans stand firm forever; his intentions can never be shaken. 
    12 What joy for the nation whose God is the LORD, whose people he has chosen as his inheritance. 
    13 The LORD looks down from heaven  and sees the whole human race. 
    14 From his throne he observes all who live on the earth. 
    15 He made their hearts, so he understands everything they do. 
    16 The best-equipped army cannot save a king, nor is great strength enough to save a warrior. 
    17 Don’t count on your warhorse to give you victory— for all its strength, it cannot save you. 
    18 But the LORD watches over those who fear him, those who rely on his unfailing love. 
    19 He rescues them from death and keeps them alive in times of famine. 
    20 We put our hope in the LORD. He is our help and our shield. 
    21 In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name. 
    22 Let your unfailing love surround us, LORD, for our hope is in you alone. 



Psalms 45.1-7
    1 Beautiful words stir my heart. I will recite a lovely poem about the king, for my tongue is like the pen of a
skillful poet. 
    2 You are the most handsome of all. Gracious words stream from your lips. God himself has blessed you
forever. 
    3 Put on your sword, O mighty warrior! You are so glorious, so majestic! 
    4 In your majesty, ride out to victory, defending truth, humility, and justice. Go forth to perform awe-inspiring
deeds! 
    5 Your arrows are sharp, piercing your enemies’ hearts. The nations fall beneath your feet. 
    6 Your throne, O God, endures forever and ever. You rule with a scepter of justice. 
    7 You love justice and hate evil. Therefore God, your God, has anointed you, pouring out the oil of joy on you
more than on anyone else. 

Psalms 51.1-19
    1 Have mercy on me, O God, because of your unfailing love. Because of your great compassion, blot out the
stain of my sins. 
    2 Wash me clean from my guilt. Purify me from my sin. 
    3 For I recognize my rebellion; it haunts me day and night. 
    4 Against you, and you alone, have I sinned; I have done what is evil in your sight. 
    You will be proved right in what you say, and your judgment against me is just. 
    5 For I was born a sinner— yes, from the moment my mother conceived me. 
    6 But you desire honesty from the womb, teaching me wisdom even there. 
    7 Purify me from my sins, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
    8 Oh, give me back my joy again; you have broken me— now let me rejoice. 
    9 Don’t keep looking at my sins. Remove the stain of my guilt. 
    10 Create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew a loyal spirit within me. 
    11 Do not banish me from your presence, and don’t take your Holy Spirit from me. 
    12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, nd make me willing to obey you. 
    13 Then I will teach your ways to rebels, and they will return to you. 
    14 Forgive me for shedding blood, O God who saves; then I will joyfully sing of your forgiveness. 
    15 Unseal my lips, O Lord, that my mouth may praise you. 
    16 You do not desire a sacrifice, or I would offer one. You do not want a burnt offering. 
    17 The sacrifice you desire is a broken spirit. You will not reject a broken and repentant heart, O God. 
    18 Look with favor on Zion and help her; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 
    19 Then you will be pleased with sacrifices offered in the right spirit— with burnt offerings and whole burnt
offerings. Then bulls will again be sacrificed on your altar. 

Psalms 68.19-35
    19 Praise the Lord; praise God our savior! For each day he carries us in his arms. 
    20 Our God is a God who saves! The Sovereign LORD rescues us from death. 
    21 But God will smash the heads of his enemies, crushing the skulls of those who love their guilty ways. 
    22 The Lord says, “I will bring my enemies down from Bashan; I will bring them up from the depths of the
sea. 
    23 You, my people, will wash your feet in their blood, and even your dogs will get their share!” 
    24 Your procession has come into view, O God— the procession of my God and King as he goes into the
sanctuary. 
    25 Singers are in front, musicians behind; between them are young women playing tambourines. 
    26 Praise God, all you people of Israel; praise the LORD, the source of Israel’s life. 
    27 Look, the little tribe of Benjamin leads the way. Then comes a great throng of rulers from Judah and all the
rulers of Zebulun and Naphtali. 
    28 Summon your might, O God. Display your power, O God, as you have in the past. 



    29 The kings of the earth are bringing tribute to your Temple in Jerusalem. 
    30 Rebuke these enemy nations— these wild animals lurking in the reeds, this herd of bulls among the weaker
calves. Make them bring bars of silver in humble tribute. Scatter the nations that delight in war. 
    31 Let Egypt come with gifts of precious metals; let Ethiopia bring tribute to God. 
    32 Sing to God, you kingdoms of the earth. Sing praises to the Lord. 
    33 Sing to the one who rides across the ancient heavens, his mighty voice thundering from the sky. 
    34 Tell everyone about God’s power. His majesty shines down on Israel; his strength is mighty in the heavens. 
    35 God is awesome in his sanctuary. The God of Israel gives power and strength to his people. Praise be to
God! 

Psalms 80.14-19
    14 Come back, we beg you, O God of Heaven’s Armies. Look down from heaven and see our plight. Take
care of this grapevine 
      15 that you yourself have planted, this son you have raised for yourself. 
    16 For we are chopped up and burned by our enemies. May they perish at the sight of your frown. 
    17 Strengthen the man you love, the son of your choice. 
    18 Then we will never abandon you again. Revive us so we can call on your name once more. 
    19 Turn us again to yourself, O LORD God of Heaven’s Armies. Make your face shine down upon us. Only
then will we be saved. 

Psalms 83.13-18
    13 O my God, scatter them like tumbleweed, like chaff before the wind! 
    14 As a fire burns a forest and as a flame sets mountains ablaze, 
    15 chase them with your fierce storm; terrify them with your tempest. 
    16 Utterly disgrace them until they submit to your name, O LORD. 
    17 Let them be ashamed and terrified forever. Let them die in disgrace. 
    18 Then they will learn that you alone are called the LORD, that you alone are the Most High, supreme over
all the earth. 

Psalms 96.1-13
    1 Sing a new song to the LORD! Let the whole earth sing to the LORD! 
    2 Sing to the LORD; praise his name. Each day proclaim the good news that he saves. 
    3 Publish his glorious deeds among the nations. Tell everyone about the amazing things he does. 
    4 Great is the LORD! He is most worthy of praise! He is to be feared above all gods. 
    5 The gods of other nations are mere idols, but the LORD made the heavens! 
    6 Honor and majesty surround him; strength and beauty fill his sanctuary. 
    7 O nations of the world, recognize the LORD; recognize that the LORD is glorious and strong. 
    8 Give to the LORD the glory he deserves! Bring your offering and come into his courts. 
    9 Worship the LORD in all his holy splendor. Let all the earth tremble before him. 
    10 Tell all the nations, “The LORD reigns!” The world stands firm and cannot be shaken. He will judge all
peoples fairly. 
    11 Let the heavens be glad, and the earth rejoice! Let the sea and everything in it shout his praise! 
    12 Let the fields and their crops burst out with joy! Let the trees of the forest sing for joy 
    13 before the LORD, for he is coming! He is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world with justice, 
      and the nations with his truth. 



Psalms 102.25-27
    25 Long ago you laid the foundation of the earth and made the heavens with your hands. 
    26 They will perish, but you remain forever; they will wear out like old clothing. You will change them like a
garment and discard them. 
    27 But you are always the same; you will live forever. 
    28 The children of your people will live in security. Their children’s children will thrive in your presence.” 

Psalms 104.24-30
    24 O LORD, what a variety of things you have made! In wisdom you have made them all. The earth is full of
your creatures. 
    25 Here is the ocean, vast and wide, teeming with life of every kind, both large and small. 
    26 See the ships sailing along, and Leviathan, which you made to play in the sea. 
    27 They all depend on you to give them food as they need it. 
    28 When you supply it, they gather it. You open your hand to feed them, and they are richly satisfied. 
    29 But if you turn away from them, they panic. When you take away their breath, they die and turn again to
dust. 
    30 When you give them your breath, life is created, and you renew the face of the earth. 

Psalms 110.1-7
    1 The LORD said to my Lord, “Sit in the place of honor at my right hand until I humble your enemies, making
them a footstool under your feet.” 
    2 The LORD will extend your powerful kingdom from Jerusalem; you will rule over your enemies. 
    3 When you go to war, your people will serve you willingly. You are arrayed in holy garments, and your
strength will be renewed each day like the morning dew. 
    4 The LORD has taken an oath and will not break his vow: “You are a priest forever in the order of
Melchizedek.” 
    5 The Lord stands at your right hand to protect you. He will strike down many kings when his anger erupts. 
    6 He will punish the nations and fill their lands with corpses; he will shatter heads over the whole earth. 
    7 But he himself will be refreshed from brooks along the way.  He will be victorious. 

Psalms 118.1-29
    1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good! His faithful love endures forever. 
    2 Let all Israel repeat: “His faithful love endures forever.” 
    3 Let Aaron’s descendants, the priests, repeat: “His faithful love endures forever.” 
    4 Let all who fear the LORD repeat: “His faithful love endures forever.” 
    5 In my distress I prayed to the LORD, and the LORD answered me and set me free. 
    6 The LORD is for me, so I will have no fear. What can mere people do to me? 
    7 Yes, the LORD is for me; he will help me. I will look in triumph at those who hate me. 
    8 It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in people. 
    9 It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes. 
    10 Though hostile nations surrounded me, I destroyed them all with the authority of the LORD. 
    11 Yes, they surrounded and attacked me, but I destroyed them all with the authority of the LORD. 
    12 They swarmed around me like bees; they blazed against me like a crackling fire. But I destroyed them all
with the authority of the LORD. 
    13 My enemies did their best to kill me, but the LORD rescued me. 
    14 The LORD is my strength and my song; he has given me victory. 
    15 Songs of joy and victory are sung in the camp of the godly. The strong right arm of the LORD has done
glorious things! 
    16 The strong right arm of the LORD is raised in triumph. The strong right arm of the LORD has done



glorious things! 
    17 I will not die; instead, I will live to tell what the LORD has done. 
    18 The LORD has punished me severely, but he did not let me die. 
    19 Open for me the gates where the righteous enter, and I will go in and thank the LORD. 
    20 These gates lead to the presence of the LORD, and the godly enter there. 
    21 I thank you for answering my prayer and giving me victory! 
    22 The stone that the builders rejected has now become the cornerstone. 
    23 This is the LORD’s doing, and it is wonderful to see. 
    24 This is the day the LORD has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
    25 Please, LORD, please save us. Please, LORD, please give us success. 
    26 Bless the one who comes in the name of the LORD. We bless you from the house of the LORD. 
    27 The LORD is God, shining upon us. Take the sacrifice and bind it with cords on the altar. 
    28 You are my God, and I will praise you! You are my God, and I will exalt you! 
    29 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good! His faithful love endures forever. 

Psalms 139.1-16
    1 O LORD, you have examined my heart and know everything about me. 
    2 You know when I sit down or stand up. You know my thoughts even when I’m far away. 
    3 You see me when I travel and when I rest at home. 
      You know everything I do. 
    4 You know what I am going to say even before I say it, LORD. 
    5 You go before me and follow me. You place your hand of blessing on my head. 
    6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too great for me to understand! 
    7 I can never escape from your Spirit! I can never get away from your presence! 
    8 If I go up to heaven, you are there; if I go down to the grave, you are there. 
    9 If I ride the wings of the morning, if I dwell by the farthest oceans, 
    10 even there your hand will guide me, and your strength will support me. 
    11 I could ask the darkness to hide me and the light around me to become night— 
      12 but even in darkness I cannot hide from you. To you the night shines as bright as day. Darkness and light
are the same to you. 
    13 You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
    14 Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it. 
    15 You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark of the womb. 
    16 You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book. Every moment was laid
out before a single day had passed. 

Psalms 146.1-10
    1 Praise the LORD! Let all that I am praise the LORD. 
      2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live. I will sing praises to my God with my dying breath. 
    3 Don’t put your confidence in powerful people; there is no help for you there. 
    4 When they breathe their last, they return to the earth, and all their plans die with them. 
    5 But joyful are those who have the God of Israel as their helper, whose hope is in the LORD their God. 
    6 He made heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them. He keeps every promise forever. 
    7 He gives justice to the oppressed and food to the hungry.  The LORD frees the prisoners. 
      8 The LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who are weighed down. The LORD loves
the godly. 
    9 The LORD protects the foreigners among us. He cares for the orphans and widows, but he frustrates the
plans of the wicked. 
    10 The LORD will reign forever. He will be your God, O Jerusalem, throughout the generations. Praise the
LORD! 



Proverbs 8.1-36
    1 Listen as Wisdom calls out! Hear as understanding raises her voice! 
    2 On the hilltop along the road, she takes her stand at the crossroads. 
    3 By the gates at the entrance to the town, on the road leading in, she cries aloud, 
    4 “I call to you, to all of you! I raise my voice to all people. 
    5 You simple people, use good judgment. You foolish people, show some understanding. 
    6 Listen to me! For I have important things to tell you. Everything I say is right, 
    7 for I speak the truth and detest every kind of deception. 
    8 My advice is wholesome. There is nothing devious or crooked in it. 
    9 My words are plain to anyone with understanding, clear to those with knowledge. 
    10 Choose my instruction rather than silver, and knowledge rather than pure gold. 
    11 For wisdom is far more valuable than rubies. Nothing you desire can compare with it. 
    12 “I, Wisdom, live together with good judgment. I know where to discover knowledge and discernment. 
    13 All who fear the LORD will hate evil. Therefore, I hate pride and arrogance, 
      corruption and perverse speech. 
    14 Common sense and success belong to me. Insight and strength are mine. 
    15 Because of me, kings reign, and rulers make just decrees. 
    16 Rulers lead with my help, and nobles make righteous judgments. 
    17 “I love all who love me. Those who search will surely find me. 
    18 I have riches and honor, as well as enduring wealth and justice. 
    19 My gifts are better than gold, even the purest gold, my wages better than sterling silver! 
    20 I walk in righteousness, in paths of justice. 
    21 Those who love me inherit wealth. I will fill their treasuries. 
    22 “The LORD formed me from the beginning, before he created anything else. 
    23 I was appointed in ages past, at the very first, before the earth began. 
    24 I was born before the oceans were created, before the springs bubbled forth their waters. 
    25 Before the mountains were formed, before the hills, I was born— 
    26 before he had made the earth and fields and the first handfuls of soil. 
    27 I was there when he established the heavens, when he drew the horizon on the oceans. 
    28 I was there when he set the clouds above, when he established springs deep in the earth. 
    29 I was there when he set the limits of the seas, so they would not spread beyond their boundaries. 
    And when he marked off the earth’s foundations, 
    30 I was the architect at his side. I was his constant delight, rejoicing always in his presence. 
    31 And how happy I was with the world he created; how I rejoiced with the human family! 
    32 “And so, my children, listen to me, for all who follow my ways are joyful. 
    33 Listen to my instruction and be wise. Don’t ignore it. 
    34 Joyful are those who listen to me, watching for me daily at my gates, waiting for me outside my home! 
    35 For whoever finds me finds life and receives favor from the LORD. 
    36 But those who miss me injure themselves. All who hate me love death.” 

Proverbs 30.1-4
The sayings of Agur son of Jakeh contain this message. 
    I am weary, O God; I am weary and worn out, O God. 
    2 I am too stupid to be human, and I lack common sense. 
    3 I have not mastered human wisdom, nor do I know the Holy One. 
    4 Who but God goes up to heaven and comes back down? Who holds the wind in his fists? Who wraps up the
oceans in his cloak? Who has created the whole wide world? What is his name—and his son’s name? Tell me ifyou
know! 



Isaiah 6.1-4
It was in the year King Uzziah died that I saw the Lord. He was sitting on a lofty throne, and the train of his robe
filled the Temple. 2 Attending him were mighty seraphim, each having six wings. With two wings they covered
their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3 They were calling out to each other, 
    “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of Heaven’s Armies!  The whole earth is filled with his glory!” 
4 Their voices shook the Temple to its foundations, and the entire building was filled with smoke. 

Isaiah 6.6-10
6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal he had taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7 He
touched my lips with it and said, “See, this coal has touched your lips. Now your guilt is removed, and your sins
are forgiven.” 
8 Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should I send as a messenger to this people? Who will go for us?” 
I said, “Here I am. Send me.” 
9 And he said, “Yes, go, and say to this people, 
    ‘Listen carefully, but do not understand. Watch closely, but learn nothing.’ 
    10 Harden the hearts of these people. Plug their ears and shut their eyes. That way, they will not see with their
eyes, nor hear with their ears, nor understand with their hearts and turn to me for healing.”

Isaiah 7.1-9
When Ahaz, son of Jotham and grandson of Uzziah, was king of Judah, King Rezin of Syria and Pekah son of
Remaliah, the king of Israel, set out to attack Jerusalem. However, they were unable to carry out their plan. 
2 The news had come to the royal court of Judah: “Syria is allied with Israel against us!” So the hearts of the king
and his people trembled with fear, like trees shaking in a storm. 
3 Then the LORD said to Isaiah, “Take your son Shear-jashub and go out to meet King Ahaz. You will find him
at the end of the aqueduct that feeds water into the upper pool, near the road leading to the field where cloth is
washed. 4 Tell him to stop worrying. Tell him he doesn’t need to fear the fierce anger of those two burned-out
embers, King Rezin of Syria and Pekah son of Remaliah. 5 Yes, the kings of Syria and Israel are plotting against
him, saying, 6 ‘We will attack Judah and capture it for ourselves. Then we will install the son of Tabeel as
Judah’s king.’ 7 But this is what the Sovereign LORD says: 
    “This invasion will never happen; it will never take place; 
    8 for Syria is no stronger than its capital, Damascus, and Damascus is no stronger than its king, Rezin. As for
Israel, within sixty-five years it will be crushed and completely destroyed. 
    9 Israel is no stronger than its capital, Samaria, and Samaria is no stronger than its king, Pekah son of
Remaliah. Unless your faith is firm, I cannot make you stand firm.” 

Isaiah 7.10-25
10 Later, the LORD sent this message to King Ahaz: 11 “Ask the LORD your God for a sign of confirmation,
Ahaz. Make it as difficult as you want—as high as heaven or as deep as the place of the dead.” 
12 But the king refused. “No,” he said, “I will not test the LORD like that.” 
13 Then Isaiah said, “Listen well, you royal family of David! Isn’t it enough to exhaust human patience? Must
you exhaust the patience of my God as well? 14 All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The
virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with
us’). 15 By the time this child is old enough to choose what is right and reject what is wrong, he will be eating
yogurt and honey. 16 For before the child is that old, the lands of the two kings you fear so much will both be
deserted. 
17 “Then the LORD will bring things on you, your nation, and your family unlike anything since Israel broke
away from Judah. He will bring the king of Assyria upon you!” 
18 In that day the LORD will whistle for the army of southern Egypt and for the army of Assyria. They will
swarm around you like flies and bees. 19 They will come in vast hordes and settle in the fertile areas and also in



the desolate valleys, caves, and thorny places. 20 In that day the Lord will hire a “razor” from beyond the
Euphrates River—the king of Assyria—and use it to shave off everything: your land, your crops, and your people. 
21 In that day a farmer will be fortunate to have a cow and two sheep or goats left. 22 Nevertheless, there will be
enough milk for everyone because so few people will be left in the land. They will eat their fill of yogurt and
honey. 23 In that day the lush vineyards, now worth 1,000 pieces of silver, will become patches of briers and
thorns. 24 The entire land will become a vast expanse of briers and thorns, a hunting ground overrun by wildlife.
25 No one will go to the fertile hillsides where the gardens once grew, for briers and thorns will cover them.
Cattle, sheep, and goats will graze there. 

Isaiah 9.1-7
1 Nevertheless, that time of darkness and despair will not go on forever. The land of Zebulun and Naphtali will be
humbled, but there will be a time in the future when Galilee of the Gentiles, which lies along the road that runs
between the Jordan and the sea, will be filled with glory. 
    2  The people who walk in darkness will see a great light. For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light
will shine. 
    3 You will enlarge the nation of Israel, and its people will rejoice. They will rejoice before you as people
rejoice at the harvest and like warriors dividing the plunder. 
    4 For you will break the yoke of their slavery and lift the heavy burden from their shoulders. You will break
the oppressor’s rod, just as you did when you destroyed the army of Midian. 
    5 The boots of the warrior and the uniforms bloodstained by war will all be burned. They will be fuel for the
fire. 
    6 For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be
called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
    7 His government and its peace will never end. He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his
ancestor David for all eternity. The passionate commitment of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies will make this
happen! 

Isaiah 11.1-16
    1 Out of the stump of David’s family will grow a shoot— yes, a new Branch bearing fruit from the old root. 
    2 And the Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel
and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
    3 He will delight in obeying the LORD. He will not judge by appearance nor make a decision based on
hearsay. 
    4 He will give justice to the poor and make fair decisions for the exploited. The earth will shake at the force of
his word, and one breath from his mouth will destroy the wicked. 
    5 He will wear righteousness like a belt and truth like an undergarment. 
    6 In that day the wolf and the lamb will live together; the leopard will lie down with the baby goat. The calf and
the yearling will be safe with the lion, and a little child will lead them all. 
    7 The cow will graze near the bear. The cub and the calf will lie down together. The lion will eat hay like a
cow. 
    8 The baby will play safely near the hole of a cobra. Yes, a little child will put its hand in a nest of deadly
snakes without harm. 
    9 Nothing will hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain, for as the waters fill the sea, so the earth will be filled
with people who know the LORD. 
    10 In that day the heir to David’s throne will be a banner of salvation to all the world. The nations will rally to
him, and the land where he lives will be a glorious place. 
    11 In that day the Lord will reach out his hand a second time to bring back the remnant of his people— those
who remain in Assyria and northern Egypt; in southern Egypt, Ethiopia, and Elam; in Babylonia, Hamath, and all
the distant coastlands. 
    12 He will raise a flag among the nations and assemble the exiles of Israel.  He will gather the scattered people
of Judah from the ends of the earth. 



    13 Then at last the jealousy between Israel and Judah will end. They will not be rivals anymore. 
    14 They will join forces to swoop down on Philistia to the west. Together they will attack and plunder the
nations to the east. They will occupy the lands of Edom and Moab, and Ammon will obey them. 
    15 The LORD will make a dry path through the gulf of the Red Sea. He will wave his hand over the Euphrates
River, sending a mighty wind to divide it into seven streams so it can easily be crossed on foot. 
    16 He will make a highway for the remnant of his people, the remnant coming from Assyria, just as he did for
Israel long ago when they returned from Egypt. 

Isaiah 30.1-5
    1 “What sorrow awaits my rebellious children,” says the LORD. “You make plans that are contrary to mine. 
      You make alliances not directed by my Spirit, thus piling up your sins. 
    2 For without consulting me, you have gone down to Egypt for help. You have put your trust in Pharaoh’s
protection. You have tried to hide in his shade. 
    3 But by trusting Pharaoh, you will be humiliated, and by depending on him, you will be disgraced. 
    4 For though his power extends to Zoan and his officials have arrived in Hanes, 
    5 all who trust in him will be ashamed. He will not help you. Instead, he will disgrace you.” 

Isaiah 34.16-17
    16 Search the book of the LORD, and see what he will do. Not one of these birds and animals will be missing, 
      and none will lack a mate, for the LORD has promised this. His Spirit will make it all come true. 
    17 He has surveyed and divided the land and deeded it over to those creatures. They will possess it forever,      
from generation to generation. 

Isaiah 37.14-20
14 After Hezekiah received the letter from the messengers and read it, he went up to the LORD’s Temple and
spread it out before the LORD. 15 And Hezekiah prayed this prayer before the LORD: 16 “O LORD of Heaven’s
Armies, God of Israel, you are enthroned between the mighty cherubim! You alone are God of all the kingdoms of
the earth. You alone created the heavens and the earth. 17 Bend down, O LORD, and listen! Open your eyes, O
LORD, and see! Listen to Sennacherib’s words of defiance against the living God. 
18 “It is true, LORD, that the kings of Assyria have destroyed all these nations. 19 And they have thrown the
gods of these nations into the fire and burned them. But of course the Assyrians could destroy them! They were
not gods at all—only idols of wood and stone shaped by human hands. 20 Now, O LORD our God, rescue us
from his power; then all the kingdoms of the earth will know that you alone, O LORD, are God.” 

Isaiah 40.6-8
    6 A voice said, “Shout!” I asked, “What should I shout?” “Shout that people are like the grass. Their beauty
fades as quickly as the flowers in a field. 
    7 The grass withers and the flowers fade beneath the breath of the LORD. And so it is with people. 
    8 The grass withers and the flowers fade, but the word of our God stands forever.” 

Isaiah 40.9-11
    9 O Zion, messenger of good news, shout from the mountaintops! Shout it louder, O Jerusalem. Shout, and do
not be afraid. Tell the towns of Judah, “Your God is coming!” 
    10 Yes, the Sovereign LORD is coming in power. He will rule with a powerful arm. See, he brings his reward
with him as he comes. 
    11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd. He will carry the lambs in his arms, holding them close to his heart.   
He will gently lead the mother sheep with their young. 



Isaiah 40.12-31
    12 Who else has held the oceans in his hand? Who has measured off the heavens with his fingers? Who else
knows the weight of the earth or has weighed the mountains and hills on a scale? 
    13 Who is able to advise the Spirit of the LORD? Who knows enough to give him advice or teach him? 
    14 Has the LORD ever needed anyone’s advice? Does he need instruction about what is good? Did someone
teach him what is right or show him the path of justice? 
    15 No, for all the nations of the world are but a drop in the bucket. They are nothing more than dust on the
scales. He picks up the whole earth as though it were a grain of sand. 
    16 All the wood in Lebanon’s forests and all Lebanon’s animals would not be enough to make a burnt offering
worthy of our God. 
    17 The nations of the world are worth nothing to him. In his eyes they count for less than nothing— mere
emptiness and froth. 
    18 To whom can you compare God? What image can you find to resemble him? 
    19 Can he be compared to an idol formed in a mold, overlaid with gold, and decorated with silver chains? 
    20 Or if people are too poor for that, they might at least choose wood that won’t decay and a skilled craftsman 
to carve an image that won’t fall down! 
    21 Haven’t you heard? Don’t you understand? Are you deaf to the words of God— the words he gave before
the world began? Are you so ignorant? 
    22 God sits above the circle of the earth. The people below seem like grasshoppers to him! He spreads out the
heavens like a curtain and makes his tent from them. 
    23 He judges the great people of the world and brings them all to nothing. 
    24 They hardly get started, barely taking root, when he blows on them and they wither. The wind carries them
off like chaff. 
    25 “To whom will you compare me? Who is my equal?” asks the Holy One. 
    26 Look up into the heavens. Who created all the stars? He brings them out like an army, one after another, 
      calling each by its name. Because of his great power and incomparable strength, not a single one is missing. 
    27 O Jacob, how can you say the LORD does not see your troubles? O Israel, how can you say God ignores
your rights? 
    28 Have you never heard? Have you never understood? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of all
the earth. He never grows weak or weary. No one can measure the depths of his understanding. 
    29 He gives power to the weak and strength to the powerless. 
    30 Even youths will become weak and tired, and young men will fall in exhaustion. 
    31 But those who trust in the LORD will find new strength. They will soar high on wings like eagles. They will
run and not grow weary. They will walk and not faint. 

Isaiah 42.1-4
    1 “Look at my servant, whom I strengthen. 
      He is my chosen one, who pleases me. 
    I have put my Spirit upon him. 
      He will bring justice to the nations. 
    2 He will not shout 
      or raise his voice in public. 
    3 He will not crush the weakest reed 
      or put out a flickering candle. 
      He will bring justice to all who have been wronged. 
    4 He will not falter or lose heart 
      until justice prevails throughout the earth. 
      Even distant lands beyond the sea will wait for his instruction.” 



Isaiah 42.5-9
    5 God, the LORD, created the heavens and stretched them out. 
      He created the earth and everything in it. 
    He gives breath to everyone, 
      life to everyone who walks the earth. 
    And it is he who says, 
    6 “I, the LORD, have called you to demonstrate my righteousness. 
      I will take you by the hand and guard you, 
    and I will give you to my people, Israel, 
      as a symbol of my covenant with them. 
    And you will be a light to guide the nations. 
      7 You will open the eyes of the blind. 
    You will free the captives from prison, 
      releasing those who sit in dark dungeons. 
    8 “I am the LORD; that is my name! 
      I will not give my glory to anyone else, 
      nor share my praise with carved idols. 
    9 Everything I prophesied has come true, 
      and now I will prophesy again. 
    I will tell you the future before it happens.” 

Isaiah 43.1-13
    1 But now, O Jacob, listen to the LORD who created you. 
      O Israel, the one who formed you says, 
    “Do not be afraid, for I have ransomed you. 
      I have called you by name; you are mine. 
    2 When you go through deep waters, 
      I will be with you. 
    When you go through rivers of difficulty, 
      you will not drown. 
    When you walk through the fire of oppression, 
      you will not be burned up; 
      the flames will not consume you. 
    3 For I am the LORD, your God, 
      the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
    I gave Egypt as a ransom for your freedom; 
      I gave Ethiopia and Seba in your place. 
    4 Others were given in exchange for you. 
      I traded their lives for yours 
    because you are precious to me. 
      You are honored, and I love you. 
    5 “Do not be afraid, for I am with you. 
      I will gather you and your children from east and west. 
    6 I will say to the north and south, 
      ‘Bring my sons and daughters back to Israel 
      from the distant corners of the earth. 
    7 Bring all who claim me as their God, 
      for I have made them for my glory. 
      It was I who created them.’ ” 
    8 Bring out the people who have eyes but are blind, 
      who have ears but are deaf. 
    9 Gather the nations together! 



      Assemble the peoples of the world! 
    Which of their idols has ever foretold such things? 
      Which can predict what will happen tomorrow? 
    Where are the witnesses of such predictions? 
      Who can verify that they spoke the truth? 
    10 “But you are my witnesses, O Israel!” says the LORD. 
      “You are my servant. 
    You have been chosen to know me, believe in me, 
      and understand that I alone am God. 
    There is no other God— 
      there never has been, and there never will be. 
    11 I, yes I, am the LORD, 
      and there is no other Savior. 
    12 First I predicted your rescue, 
      then I saved you and proclaimed it to the world. 
    No foreign god has ever done this. 
      You are witnesses that I am the only God,” 
      says the LORD. 
    13 “From eternity to eternity I am God. 
      No one can snatch anyone out of my hand. 
      No one can undo what I have done.” 

Isaiah 43.14-17
14 This is what the LORD says—your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: 
    “For your sakes I will send an army against Babylon, 
      forcing the Babylonians to flee in those ships they are so proud of. 
    15 I am the LORD, your Holy One, 
      Israel’s Creator and King. 
    16 I am the LORD, who opened a way through the waters, 
      making a dry path through the sea. 
    17 I called forth the mighty army of Egypt 
      with all its chariots and horses. 
    I drew them beneath the waves, and they drowned, 
      their lives snuffed out like a smoldering candlewick. 

Isaiah 44.1-5
    1 “But now, listen to me, Jacob my servant, 
      Israel my chosen one. 
    2 The LORD who made you and helps you says: 
    Do not be afraid, O Jacob, my servant, 
      O dear Israel, my chosen one. 
    3 For I will pour out water to quench your thirst 
      and to irrigate your parched fields. 
    And I will pour out my Spirit on your descendants, 
      and my blessing on your children. 
    4 They will thrive like watered grass, 
      like willows on a riverbank. 
    5 Some will proudly claim, ‘I belong to the LORD.’ 
      Others will say, ‘I am a descendant of Jacob.’ 
    Some will write the LORD’s name on their hands 
      and will take the name of Israel as their own.” 



Isaiah 44.6-8
6 This is what the LORD says—Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD of Heaven’s Armies: 
    “I am the First and the Last; 
      there is no other God. 
    7 Who is like me? 
      Let him step forward and prove to you his power. 
    Let him do as I have done since ancient times 
      when I established a people and explained its future. 
    8 Do not tremble; do not be afraid. 
      Did I not proclaim my purposes for you long ago? 
    You are my witnesses—is there any other God? 
      No! There is no other Rock—not one!”

Isaiah 45.4-8
    4 “And why have I called you for this work? 
      Why did I call you by name when you did not know me? 
    It is for the sake of Jacob my servant, 
      Israel my chosen one. 
    5 I am the LORD; 
      there is no other God. 
    I have equipped you for battle, 
      though you don’t even know me, 
    6 so all the world from east to west 
      will know there is no other God. 
    I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
      7 I create the light and make the darkness. 
    I send good times and bad times. 
      I, the LORD, am the one who does these things. 
    8 “Open up, O heavens, 
      and pour out your righteousness. 
    Let the earth open wide 
      so salvation and righteousness can sprout up together. 
      I, the LORD, created them. 

Isaiah 45.14-19
14 This is what the LORD says: 
    “You will rule the Egyptians, 
      the Ethiopians, and the Sabeans. 
    They will come to you with all their merchandise, 
      and it will all be yours. 
    They will follow you as prisoners in chains. 
      They will fall to their knees in front of you and say, 
    ‘God is with you, and he is the only God. 
      There is no other.’ ” 
    15 Truly, O God of Israel, our Savior, 
      you work in mysterious ways. 
    16 All craftsmen who make idols will be humiliated. 
      They will all be disgraced together. 
    17 But the LORD will save the people of Israel 
      with eternal salvation. 
    Throughout everlasting ages, 



      they will never again be humiliated and disgraced. 
    18 For the LORD is God, 
      and he created the heavens and earth 
      and put everything in place. 
    He made the world to be lived in, 
      not to be a place of empty chaos. 
    “I am the LORD,” he says, 
      “and there is no other. 
    19 I publicly proclaim bold promises. 
      I do not whisper obscurities in some dark corner. 
    I would not have told the people of Israel to seek me 
      if I could not be found. 
    I, the LORD, speak only what is true 
      and declare only what is right. 

Isaiah 45.20-25
    20 “Gather together and come, 
      you fugitives from surrounding nations. 
    What fools they are who carry around their wooden idols 
      and pray to gods that cannot save! 
    21 Consult together, argue your case. 
      Get together and decide what to say. 
    Who made these things known so long ago? 
      What idol ever told you they would happen? 
    Was it not I, the LORD? 
      For there is no other God but me, 
    a righteous God and Savior. 
      There is none but me. 
    22 Let all the world look to me for salvation! 
      For I am God; there is no other. 
    23 I have sworn by my own name; 
      I have spoken the truth, 
      and I will never go back on my word: 
    Every knee will bend to me, 
      and every tongue will declare allegiance to me.” 
    24 The people will declare, 
      “The LORD is the source of all my righteousness and strength.” 
    And all who were angry with him 
      will come to him and be ashamed. 
    25 In the LORD all the generations of Israel will be justified, 
      and in him they will boast. 

Isaiah 47.4
    4 Our Redeemer, whose name is the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, 
      is the Holy One of Israel. 



Isaiah 48.12-17
    12 “Listen to me, O family of Jacob, 
      Israel my chosen one! 
    I alone am God, 
      the First and the Last. 
    13 It was my hand that laid the foundations of the earth, 
      my right hand that spread out the heavens above. 
    When I call out the stars, 
      they all appear in order.” 
    14 Have any of your idols ever told you this? 
      Come, all of you, and listen: 
    The LORD has chosen Cyrus as his ally. 
      He will use him to put an end to the empire of Babylon 
      and to destroy the Babylonian armies. 
    15 “I have said it: I am calling Cyrus! 
      I will send him on this errand and will help him succeed. 
    16 Come closer, and listen to this. 
      From the beginning I have told you plainly what would happen.” 
    And now the Sovereign LORD and his Spirit 
      have sent me with this message. 
    17 This is what the LORD says— 
      your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: 
    “I am the LORD your God, 
      who teaches you what is good for you 
      and leads you along the paths you should follow. 

Isaiah 49.1-7
    1 Listen to me, all you in distant lands! 
      Pay attention, you who are far away! 
    The LORD called me before my birth; 
      from within the womb he called me by name. 
    2 He made my words of judgment as sharp as a sword. 
      He has hidden me in the shadow of his hand. 
      I am like a sharp arrow in his quiver. 
    3 He said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, 
      and you will bring me glory.” 
    4 I replied, “But my work seems so useless! 
      I have spent my strength for nothing and to no purpose. 
    Yet I leave it all in the LORD’s hand; 
      I will trust God for my reward.” 
    5 And now the LORD speaks— 
      the one who formed me in my mother’s womb to be his servant, 
      who commissioned me to bring Israel back to him. 
    The LORD has honored me, 
      and my God has given me strength. 
    6 He says, “You will do more than restore the people of Israel to me. 
      I will make you a light to the Gentiles, 
      and you will bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.” 
    7 The LORD, the Redeemer 
      and Holy One of Israel, 
    says to the one who is despised and rejected by the nations, 
      to the one who is the servant of rulers: 



    “Kings will stand at attention when you pass by. 
      Princes will also bow low 
    because of the LORD, the faithful one, 
      the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

Isaiah 53.1-12
    1 Who has believed our message? 
      To whom has the LORD revealed his powerful arm? 
    2 My servant grew up in the LORD’s presence like a tender green shoot, 
      like a root in dry ground. 
    There was nothing beautiful or majestic about his appearance, 
      nothing to attract us to him. 
    3 He was despised and rejected— 
      a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. 
    We turned our backs on him and looked the other way. 
      He was despised, and we did not care. 
    4 Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; 
      it was our sorrows that weighed him down. 
    And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, 
      a punishment for his own sins! 
    5 But he was pierced for our rebellion, 
      crushed for our sins. 
    He was beaten so we could be whole. 
      He was whipped so we could be healed. 
    6 All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. 
      We have left God’s paths to follow our own. 
    Yet the LORD laid on him 
      the sins of us all. 
    7 He was oppressed and treated harshly, 
      yet he never said a word. 
    He was led like a lamb to the slaughter. 
      And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, 
      he did not open his mouth. 
    8 Unjustly condemned, 
      he was led away. 
    No one cared that he died without descendants, 
      that his life was cut short in midstream. 
    But he was struck down 
      for the rebellion of my people. 
    9 He had done no wrong 
      and had never deceived anyone. 
    But he was buried like a criminal; 
      he was put in a rich man’s grave. 
    10 But it was the LORD’s good plan to crush him 
      and cause him grief. 
    Yet when his life is made an offering for sin, 
      he will have many descendants. 
    He will enjoy a long life, 
      and the LORD’s good plan will prosper in his hands. 
    11 When he sees all that is accomplished by his anguish, 
      he will be satisfied. 
    And because of his experience, 



      my righteous servant will make it possible 
    for many to be counted righteous, 
      for he will bear all their sins. 
    12 I will give him the honors of a victorious soldier, 
      because he exposed himself to death. 
    He was counted among the rebels. 
      He bore the sins of many and interceded for rebels. 

Isaiah 59.1-21
    1 Listen! The LORD’s arm is not too weak to save you, 
      nor is his ear too deaf to hear you call. 
    2 It’s your sins that have cut you off from God. 
      Because of your sins, he has turned away 
      and will not listen anymore. 
    3 Your hands are the hands of murderers, 
      and your fingers are filthy with sin. 
    Your lips are full of lies, 
      and your mouth spews corruption. 
    4 No one cares about being fair and honest. 
      The people’s lawsuits are based on lies. 
    They conceive evil deeds 
      and then give birth to sin. 
    5 They hatch deadly snakes 
      and weave spiders’ webs. 
    Whoever eats their eggs will die; 
      whoever cracks them will hatch a viper. 
    6 Their webs can’t be made into clothing, 
      and nothing they do is productive. 
    All their activity is filled with sin, 
      and violence is their trademark. 
    7 Their feet run to do evil, 
      and they rush to commit murder. 
    They think only about sinning. 
      Misery and destruction always follow them. 
    8 They don’t know where to find peace 
      or what it means to be just and good. 
    They have mapped out crooked roads, 
      and no one who follows them knows a moment’s peace. 
    9 So there is no justice among us, 
      and we know nothing about right living. 
    We look for light but find only darkness. 
      We look for bright skies but walk in gloom. 
    10 We grope like the blind along a wall, 
      feeling our way like people without eyes. 
    Even at brightest noontime, 
      we stumble as though it were dark. 
    Among the living, 
      we are like the dead. 
    11 We growl like hungry bears; 
      we moan like mournful doves. 
    We look for justice, but it never comes. 
      We look for rescue, but it is far away from us. 



    12 For our sins are piled up before God 
      and testify against us. 
      Yes, we know what sinners we are. 
    13 We know we have rebelled and have denied the LORD. 
      We have turned our backs on our God. 
    We know how unfair and oppressive we have been, 
      carefully planning our deceitful lies. 
    14 Our courts oppose the righteous, 
      and justice is nowhere to be found. 
    Truth stumbles in the streets, 
      and honesty has been outlawed. 
    15 Yes, truth is gone, 
      and anyone who renounces evil is attacked. 
    The LORD looked and was displeased 
      to find there was no justice. 
    16 He was amazed to see that no one intervened 
      to help the oppressed. 
    So he himself stepped in to save them with his strong arm, 
      and his justice sustained him. 
    17 He put on righteousness as his body armor 
      and placed the helmet of salvation on his head. 
    He clothed himself with a robe of vengeance 
      and wrapped himself in a cloak of divine passion. 
    18 He will repay his enemies for their evil deeds. 
      His fury will fall on his foes. 
      He will pay them back even to the ends of the earth. 
    19 In the west, people will respect the name of the LORD; 
      in the east, they will glorify him. 
    For he will come like a raging flood tide 
      driven by the breath of the LORD. 
    20 “The Redeemer will come to Jerusalem 
      to buy back those in Israel 
    who have turned from their sins,” 
      says the LORD. 
21 “And this is my covenant with them,” says the LORD. “My Spirit will not leave them, and neither will these
words I have given you. They will be on your lips and on the lips of your children and your children’s children
forever. I, the LORD, have spoken! 

Isaiah 61.1-11
    1 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is upon me, 
      for the LORD has anointed me 
      to bring good news to the poor. 
    He has sent me to comfort the brokenhearted 
      and to proclaim that captives will be released 
      and prisoners will be freed. 
    2 He has sent me to tell those who mourn 
      that the time of the LORD’s favor has come, 
      and with it, the day of God’s anger against their enemies. 
    3 To all who mourn in Israel, 
      he will give a crown of beauty for ashes, 
    a joyous blessing instead of mourning, 
      festive praise instead of despair. 



    In their righteousness, they will be like great oaks 
      that the LORD has planted for his own glory. 
    4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins, 
      repairing cities destroyed long ago. 
    They will revive them, 
      though they have been deserted for many generations. 
    5 Foreigners will be your servants. 
      They will feed your flocks 
    and plow your fields 
      and tend your vineyards. 
    6 You will be called priests of the LORD, 
      ministers of our God. 
    You will feed on the treasures of the nations 
      and boast in their riches. 
    7 Instead of shame and dishonor, 
      you will enjoy a double share of honor. 
    You will possess a double portion of prosperity in your land, 
      and everlasting joy will be yours. 
    8 “For I, the LORD, love justice. 
      I hate robbery and wrongdoing. 
    I will faithfully reward my people for their suffering 
      and make an everlasting covenant with them. 
    9 Their descendants will be recognized 
      and honored among the nations. 
    Everyone will realize that they are a people 
      the LORD has blessed.” 
    10 I am overwhelmed with joy in the LORD my God! 
      For he has dressed me with the clothing of salvation 
      and draped me in a robe of righteousness. 
    I am like a bridegroom dressed for his wedding 
      or a bride with her jewels. 
    11 The Sovereign LORD will show his justice to the nations of the world. 
      Everyone will praise him! 
    His righteousness will be like a garden in early spring, 
      with plants springing up everywhere. 

Isaiah 63.1-19
    1 Who is this who comes from Edom, 
      from the city of Bozrah, 
      with his clothing stained red? 
    Who is this in royal robes, 
      marching in his great strength? 
    “It is I, the LORD, announcing your salvation! 
      It is I, the LORD, who has the power to save!” 
    2 Why are your clothes so red, 
      as if you have been treading out grapes? 
    3 “I have been treading the winepress alone; 
      no one was there to help me. 
    In my anger I have trampled my enemies 
      as if they were grapes. 
    In my fury I have trampled my foes. 
      Their blood has stained my clothes. 



    4 For the time has come for me to avenge my people, 
      to ransom them from their oppressors. 
    5 I was amazed to see that no one intervened 
      to help the oppressed. 
    So I myself stepped in to save them with my strong arm, 
      and my wrath sustained me. 
    6 I crushed the nations in my anger 
      and made them stagger and fall to the ground, 
      spilling their blood upon the earth.” 
    7 I will tell of the LORD’s unfailing love. 
      I will praise the LORD for all he has done. 
    I will rejoice in his great goodness to Israel, 
      which he has granted according to his mercy and love. 
    8 He said, “They are my very own people. 
      Surely they will not betray me again.” 
      And he became their Savior. 
    9 In all their suffering he also suffered, 
      and he personally rescued them. 
    In his love and mercy he redeemed them. 
      He lifted them up and carried them 
      through all the years. 
    10 But they rebelled against him 
      and grieved his Holy Spirit. 
    So he became their enemy 
      and fought against them. 
    11 Then they remembered those days of old 
      when Moses led his people out of Egypt. 
    They cried out, “Where is the one who brought Israel through the sea, 
      with Moses as their shepherd? 
    Where is the one who sent his Holy Spirit 
      to be among his people? 
    12 Where is the one whose power was displayed 
      when Moses lifted up his hand— 
    the one who divided the sea before them, 
      making himself famous forever? 
    13 Where is the one who led them through the bottom of the sea? 
      They were like fine stallions 
      racing through the desert, never stumbling. 
    14 As with cattle going down into a peaceful valley, 
      the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. 
    You led your people, LORD, 
      and gained a magnificent reputation.” 
    15 LORD, look down from heaven; 
      look from your holy, glorious home, and see us. 
    Where is the passion and the might 
      you used to show on our behalf? 
      Where are your mercy and compassion now? 
    16 Surely you are still our Father! 
      Even if Abraham and Jacob would disown us, 
    LORD, you would still be our Father. 
      You are our Redeemer from ages past. 
    17 LORD, why have you allowed us to turn from your path? 
      Why have you given us stubborn hearts so we no longer fear you? 



    Return and help us, for we are your servants, 
      the tribes that are your special possession. 
    18 How briefly your holy people possessed your holy place, 
      and now our enemies have destroyed it. 
    19 Sometimes it seems as though we never belonged to you, 
      as though we had never been known as your people. 

Jeremiah 7.21-23
21 This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, the God of Israel, says: “Take your burnt offerings and your
other sacrifices and eat them yourselves! 22 When I led your ancestors out of Egypt, it was not burnt offerings
and sacrifices I wanted from them. 23 This is what I told them: ‘Obey me, and I will be your God, and you will
be my people. Do everything as I say, and all will be well!’ 

Jeremiah 9.23-24
    23 This is what the LORD says: 
    “Don’t let the wise boast in their wisdom, 
      or the powerful boast in their power, 
      or the rich boast in their riches. 
    24 But those who wish to boast 
      should boast in this alone: 
    that they truly know me and understand that I am the LORD 
      who demonstrates unfailing love 
      and who brings justice and righteousness to the earth, 
    and that I delight in these things. 
      I, the LORD, have spoken! 

Jeremiah 10.8-16
    8 People who worship idols are stupid and foolish. 
      The things they worship are made of wood! 
    9 They bring beaten sheets of silver from Tarshish 
      and gold from Uphaz, 
    and they give these materials to skillful craftsmen 
      who make their idols. 
    Then they dress these gods in royal blue and purple robes 
      made by expert tailors. 
    10 But the LORD is the only true God. 
      He is the living God and the everlasting King! 
    The whole earth trembles at his anger. 
      The nations cannot stand up to his wrath. 
11 Say this to those who worship other gods: “Your so-called gods, who did not make the heavens and earth, will
vanish from the earth and from under the heavens.” 
    12 But the LORD made the earth by his power, 
      and he preserves it by his wisdom. 
    With his own understanding 
      he stretched out the heavens. 
    13 When he speaks in the thunder, 
      the heavens roar with rain. 
    He causes the clouds to rise over the earth. 
      He sends the lightning with the rain 
      and releases the wind from his storehouses. 



    14 The whole human race is foolish and has no knowledge! 
      The craftsmen are disgraced by the idols they make, 
    for their carefully shaped works are a fraud. 
      These idols have no breath or power. 
    15 Idols are worthless; they are ridiculous lies! 
      On the day of reckoning they will all be destroyed. 
    16 But the God of Israel is no idol! 
      He is the Creator of everything that exists, 
    including Israel, his own special possession. 
      The LORD of Heaven’s Armies is his name! 

Jeremiah 23.1-6 
“What sorrow awaits the leaders of my people—the shepherds of my sheep—for they have destroyed and scattered
the very ones they were expected to care for,” says the LORD. 
2 Therefore, this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says to these shepherds: “Instead of caring for my flock
and leading them to safety, you have deserted them and driven them to destruction. Now I will pour out judgment
on you for the evil you have done to them. 3 But I will gather together the remnant of my flock from the countries
where I have driven them. I will bring them back to their own sheepfold, and they will be fruitful and increase in
number. 4 Then I will appoint responsible shepherds who will care for them, and they will never be afraid again.
Not a single one will be lost or missing. I, the LORD have spoken! 
    5 “For the time is coming,” 
      says the LORD, 
    “when I will raise up a righteous descendant 
      from King David’s line. 
    He will be a King who rules with wisdom. 
      He will do what is just and right throughout the land. 
    6 And this will be his name: 
      ‘The LORD Is Our Righteousness.’ 
    In that day Judah will be saved, 
      and Israel will live in safety. 

Ezekiel 3.4-15
4 Then he said, “Son of man, go to the people of Israel and give them my messages. 5 I am not sending you to a
foreign people whose language you cannot understand. 6 No, I am not sending you to people with strange and
difficult speech. If I did, they would listen! 7 But the people of Israel won’t listen to you any more than they listen
to me! For the whole lot of them are hard-hearted and stubborn. 8 But look, I have made you as obstinate and
hard-hearted as they are. 9 I have made your forehead as hard as the hardest rock! So don’t be afraid of them or
fear their angry looks, even though they are rebels.” 
10 Then he added, “Son of man, let all my words sink deep into your own heart first. Listen to them carefully for
yourself. 11 Then go to your people in exile and say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says!’ Do this
whether they listen to you or not.” 
12 Then the Spirit lifted me up, and I heard a loud rumbling sound behind me. (May the glory of the LORD be
praised in his place!) 13 It was the sound of the wings of the living beings as they brushed against each other and
the rumbling of their wheels beneath them. 
14 The Spirit lifted me up and took me away. I went in bitterness and turmoil, but the LORD’s hold on me was
strong. 15 Then I came to the colony of Judean exiles in Tel-abib, beside the Kebar River. I was overwhelmed and
sat among them for seven days. 



Ezekiel 8.1-4
Then on September 17, during the sixth year of King Jehoiachin’s captivity, while the leaders of Judah were in my
home, the Sovereign LORD took hold of me. 2 I saw a figure that appeared to be a man. From what appeared to
be his waist down, he looked like a burning flame. From the waist up he looked like gleaming amber. 3 He
reached out what seemed to be a hand and took me by the hair. Then the Spirit lifted me up into the sky and
transported me to Jerusalem in a vision from God. I was taken to the north gate of the inner courtyard of the
Temple, where there is a large idol that has made the LORD very jealous. 4 Suddenly, the glory of the God of
Israel was there, just as I had seen it before in the valley.

Ezekiel 11.1-12
Then the Spirit lifted me and brought me to the east gateway of the LORD’s Temple, where I saw twenty-five
prominent men of the city. Among them were Jaazaniah son of Azzur and Pelatiah son of Benaiah, who were
leaders among the people. 
2 The Spirit said to me, “Son of man, these are the men who are planning evil and giving wicked counsel in this
city. 3 They say to the people, ‘Is it not a good time to build houses? This city is like an iron pot. We are safe
inside it like meat in a pot.’ 4 Therefore, son of man, prophesy against them loudly and clearly.” 
5 Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon me, and he told me to say, “This is what the LORD says to the people
of Israel: I know what you are saying, for I know every thought that comes into your minds. 6 You have
murdered many in this city and filled its streets with the dead. 
7 “Therefore, this is what the Sovereign LORD says: This city is an iron pot all right, but the pieces of meat are
the victims of your injustice. As for you, I will soon drag you from this pot. 8 I will bring on you the sword of
war you so greatly fear, says the Sovereign LORD. 9 I will drive you out of Jerusalem and hand you over to
foreigners, who will carry out my judgments against you. 10 You will be slaughtered all the way to the borders of
Israel. I will execute judgment on you, and you will know that I am the LORD. 11 No, this city will not be an
iron pot for you, and you will not be like meat safe inside it. I will judge you even to the borders of Israel, 12 and
you will know that I am the LORD. For you have refused to obey my decrees and regulations; instead, you have
copied the standards of the nations around you.” 

Ezekiel 11.24-25
24 Afterward the Spirit of God carried me back again to Babylonia, to the people in exile there. And so ended the
vision of my visit to Jerusalem. 25 And I told the exiles everything the LORD had shown me. 

Ezekiel 36.16-28 
16 Then this further message came to me from the LORD: 17 “Son of man, when the people of Israel were living
in their own land, they defiled it by the evil way they lived. To me their conduct was as unclean as a woman’s
menstrual cloth. 18 They polluted the land with murder and the worship of idols, so I poured out my fury on
them. 19 I scattered them to many lands to punish them for the evil way they had lived. 20 But when they were
scattered among the nations, they brought shame on my holy name. For the nations said, ‘These are the people of
the LORD, but he couldn’t keep them safe in his own land!’ 21 Then I was concerned for my holy name, on
which my people brought shame among the nations. 
22 “Therefore, give the people of Israel this message from the Sovereign LORD: I am bringing you back, but not
because you deserve it. I am doing it to protect my holy name, on which you brought shame while you were
scattered among the nations. 23 I will show how holy my great name is—the name on which you brought shame
among the nations. And when I reveal my holiness through you before their very eyes, says the Sovereign LORD,
then the nations will know that I am the LORD. 24 For I will gather you up from all the nations and bring you
home again to your land. 
25 “Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean. Your filth will be washed away, and you will
no longer worship idols. 26 And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out
your stony, stubborn heart and give you a tender, responsive heart. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you so that you



will follow my decrees and be careful to obey my regulations. 
28 “And you will live in Israel, the land I gave your ancestors long ago. You will be my people, and I will be
your God.

Ezekiel 37.1-14
The LORD took hold of me, and I was carried away by the Spirit of the LORD to a valley filled with bones. 2 He
led me all around among the bones that covered the valley floor. They were scattered everywhere across the
ground and were completely dried out. 3 Then he asked me, “Son of man, can these bones become living people
again?” 
“O Sovereign LORD,” I replied, “you alone know the answer to that.” 
4 Then he said to me, “Speak a prophetic message to these bones and say, ‘Dry bones, listen to the word of the
LORD! 5 This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Look! I am going to put breath into you and make you live
again! 6 I will put flesh and muscles on you and cover you with skin. I will put breath into you, and you will come
to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’ ” 
7 So I spoke this message, just as he told me. Suddenly as I spoke, there was a rattling noise all across the valley.
The bones of each body came together and attached themselves as complete skeletons. 8 Then as I watched,
muscles and flesh formed over the bones. Then skin formed to cover their bodies, but they still had no breath in
them. 
9 Then he said to me, “Speak a prophetic message to the winds, son of man. Speak a prophetic message and say,
‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come, O breath, from the four winds! Breathe into these dead bodies so
they may live again.’ ” 
10 So I spoke the message as he commanded me, and breath came into their bodies. They all came to life and
stood up on their feet—a great army. 
11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones represent the people of Israel. They are saying, ‘We have
become old, dry bones—all hope is gone. Our nation is finished.’ 12 Therefore, prophesy to them and say, ‘This
is what the Sovereign LORD says: O my people, I will open your graves of exile and cause you to rise again.
Then I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 When this happens, O my people, you will know that I am the
LORD. 14 I will put my Spirit in you, and you will live again and return home to your own land. Then you will
know that I, the LORD, have spoken, and I have done what I said. Yes, the LORD has spoken!’ ” 

Ezekiel 39.25-29
25 “So now, this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will end the captivity of my people; I will have mercy on all
Israel, for I jealously guard my holy reputation! 26 They will accept responsibility for their past shame and
unfaithfulness after they come home to live in peace in their own land, with no one to bother them. 27 When I
bring them home from the lands of their enemies, I will display my holiness among them for all the nations to see.
28 Then my people will know that I am the LORD their God, because I sent them away to exile and brought them
home again. I will leave none of my people behind. 29 And I will never again turn my face from them, for I will
pour out my Spirit upon the people of Israel. I, the Sovereign LORD, have spoken!”

Ezekiel 43.1-9
After this, the man brought me back around to the east gateway. 2 Suddenly, the glory of the God of Israel
appeared from the east. The sound of his coming was like the roar of rushing waters, and the whole landscape
shone with his glory. 3 This vision was just like the others I had seen, first by the Kebar River and then when he
came to destroy Jerusalem. I fell face down on the ground. 4 And the glory of the LORD came into the Temple
through the east gateway. 
5 Then the Spirit took me up and brought me into the inner courtyard, and the glory of the LORD filled the
Temple. 6 And I heard someone speaking to me from within the Temple, while the man who had been measuring
stood beside me. 7 The LORD said to me, “Son of man, this is the place of my throne and the place where I will
rest my feet. I will live here forever among the people of Israel. They and their kings will not defile my holy name
any longer by their adulterous worship of other gods or by honoring the relics of their kings who have died.



8 They put their idol altars right next to mine with only a wall between them and me. They defiled my holy name
by such detestable sin, so I consumed them in my anger. 9 Now let them stop worshiping other gods and honoring
the relics of their kings, and I will live among them forever. 

Daniel 2.44-45
44 “During the reigns of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed or
conquered. It will crush all these kingdoms into nothingness, and it will stand forever. 45 That is the meaning of
the rock cut from the mountain, though not by human hands, that crushed to pieces the statue of iron, bronze,
clay, silver, and gold. The great God was showing the king what will happen in the future. The dream is true, and
its meaning is certain.” 

Daniel 7.9-14
    9 I watched as thrones were put in place 
      and the Ancient One sat down to judge. 
    His clothing was as white as snow, 
      his hair like purest wool. 
    He sat on a fiery throne 
      with wheels of blazing fire, 
    10 and a river of fire was pouring out, 
      flowing from his presence. 
    Millions of angels ministered to him; 
      many millions stood to attend him. 
    Then the court began its session, 
      and the books were opened. 
11 I continued to watch because I could hear the little horn’s boastful speech. I kept watching until the fourth beast
was killed and its body was destroyed by fire. 12 The other three beasts had their authority taken from them, but
they were allowed to live a while longer. 
13 As my vision continued that night, I saw someone like a son of man coming with the clouds of heaven. He
approached the Ancient One and was led into his presence. 14 He was given authority, honor, and sovereignty
over all the nations of the world, so that people of every race and nation and language would obey him. His rule is
eternal—it will never end. His kingdom will never be destroyed. 

Hosea 13.4
    4 “I have been the LORD your God 
      ever since I brought you out of Egypt. 
    You must acknowledge no God but me, 
      for there is no other savior. 



Joel 2.25-27
    25 The LORD says, “I will give you back what you lost 
      to the swarming locusts, the hopping locusts, 
    the stripping locusts, and the cutting locusts. 
      It was I who sent this great destroying army against you. 
    26 Once again you will have all the food you want, 
      and you will praise the LORD your God, 
    who does these miracles for you. 
      Never again will my people be disgraced. 
    27 Then you will know that I am among my people Israel, 
      that I am the LORD your God, and there is no other. 
      Never again will my people be disgraced. 

Joel 2.28-32
    28  “Then, after doing all those things, 
      I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. 
    Your sons and daughters will prophesy. 
      Your old men will dream dreams, 
      and your young men will see visions. 
    29 In those days I will pour out my Spirit 
      even on servants—men and women alike. 
    30 And I will cause wonders in the heavens and on the earth— 
      blood and fire and columns of smoke. 
    31 The sun will become dark, 
      and the moon will turn blood red 
      before that great and terrible day of the LORD arrives. 
    32 But everyone who calls on the name of the LORD 
      will be saved, 
    for some on Mount Zion in Jerusalem will escape, 
      just as the LORD has said. 
    These will be among the survivors 
      whom the LORD has called. 

Haggai 2.4-5
4 But now the LORD says: Be strong, Zerubbabel. Be strong, Jeshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be
strong, all you people still left in the land. And now get to work, for I am with you, says the LORD of Heaven’s
Armies. 5 My Spirit remains among you, just as I promised when you came out of Egypt. So do not be afraid.’ 

Micah 3.5-8
    5 This is what the LORD says: 
      “You false prophets are leading my people astray! 
    You promise peace for those who give you food, 
      but you declare war on those who refuse to feed you. 
    6 Now the night will close around you, 
      cutting off all your visions. 
    Darkness will cover you, 
      putting an end to your predictions. 
    The sun will set for you prophets, 
      and your day will come to an end. 



    7 Then you seers will be put to shame, 
      and you fortune-tellers will be disgraced. 
    And you will cover your faces 
      because there is no answer from God.” 
    8 But as for me, I am filled with power— 
      with the Spirit of the LORD. 
    I am filled with justice and strength 
      to boldly declare Israel’s sin and rebellion. 

Micah 5.1-6
    1  Mobilize! Marshal your troops! 
      The enemy is laying siege to Jerusalem. 
    They will strike Israel’s leader 
      in the face with a rod. 
    2  But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
      are only a small village among all the people of Judah. 
    Yet a ruler of Israel 
    whose origins are in the distant past, 
      will come from you on my behalf. 
    3 The people of Israel will be abandoned to their enemies 
      until the woman in labor gives birth. 
    Then at last his fellow countrymen 
      will return from exile to their own land. 
    4 And he will stand to lead his flock with the LORD’s strength, 
      in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
    Then his people will live there undisturbed, 
      for he will be highly honored around the world. 
      5 And he will be the source of peace. 
    When the Assyrians invade our land 
      and break through our defenses, 
    we will appoint seven rulers to watch over us, 
      eight princes to lead us. 
    6 They will rule Assyria with drawn swords 
      and enter the gates of the land of Nimrod. 
    He will rescue us from the Assyrians 
      when they pour over the borders to invade our land. 

Zechariah 2.6-13
6 The LORD says, “Come away! Flee from Babylon in the land of the north, for I have scattered you to the four
winds. 7 Come away, people of Zion, you who are exiled in Babylon!” 
8 After a period of glory, the LORD of Heaven’s Armies sent me against the nations who plundered you. For he
said, “Anyone who harms you harms my most precious possession. 9 I will raise my fist to crush them, and their
own slaves will plunder them.” Then you will know that the LORD of Heaven’s Armies has sent me. 
10 The LORD says, “Shout and rejoice, O beautiful Jerusalem, for I am coming to live among you. 11 Many
nations will join themselves to the LORD on that day, and they, too, will be my people. I will live among you,
and you will know that the LORD of Heaven’s Armies sent me to you. 12 The land of Judah will be the LORD’s
special possession in the holy land, and he will once again choose Jerusalem to be his own city. 13 Be silent
before the LORD, all humanity, for he is springing into action from his holy dwelling.” 



Zechariah 4.6-7
6 Then he said to me, “This is what the LORD says to Zerubbabel: It is not by force nor by strength, but by my
Spirit, says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 7 Nothing, not even a mighty mountain, will stand in Zerubbabel’s
way; it will become a level plain before him! And when Zerubbabel sets the final stone of the Temple in place, the
people will shout: ‘May God bless it! May God bless it!’ ”

Zechariah 6.1-8
Then I looked up again and saw four chariots coming from between two bronze mountains. 2 The first chariot was
pulled by red horses, the second by black horses, 3 the third by white horses, and the fourth by powerful
dappled-gray horses. 4 “And what are these, my lord?” I asked the angel who was talking with me. 
5 The angel replied, “These are the four spirits of heaven who stand before the Lord of all the earth. They are
going out to do his work. 6 The chariot with black horses is going north, the chariot with white horses is going
west, and the chariot with dappled-gray horses is going south.” 
7 The powerful horses were eager to set out to patrol the earth. And the LORD said, “Go and patrol the earth!”
So they left at once on their patrol. 
8 Then the LORD summoned me and said, “Look, those who went north have vented the anger of my Spirit there
in the land of the north.” 

Zechariah 7.8-14
8 Then this message came to Zechariah from the LORD: 9 “This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies says:
Judge fairly, and show mercy and kindness to one another. 10 Do not oppress widows, orphans, foreigners, and
the poor. And do not scheme against each other. 
11 “Your ancestors refused to listen to this message. They stubbornly turned away and put their fingers in their
ears to keep from hearing. 12 They made their hearts as hard as stone, so they could not hear the instructions or
the messages that the LORD of Heaven’s Armies had sent them by his Spirit through the earlier prophets. That is
why the LORD of Heaven’s Armies was so angry with them. 
13 “Since they refused to listen when I called to them, I would not listen when they called to me, says the LORD
of Heaven’s Armies. 14 As with a whirlwind, I scattered them among the distant nations, where they lived as
strangers. Their land became so desolate that no one even traveled through it. They turned their pleasant land into
a desert.” 

Zechariah 9.9-10
    9 Rejoice, O people of Zion! 
      Shout in triumph, O people of Jerusalem! 
    Look, your king is coming to you. 
      He is righteous and victorious, 
    yet he is humble, riding on a donkey— 
      riding on a donkey’s colt. 
    10 I will remove the battle chariots from Israel 
      and the warhorses from Jerusalem. 
    I will destroy all the weapons used in battle, 
      and your king will bring peace to the nations. 
    His realm will stretch from sea to sea 
      and from the Euphrates River to the ends of the earth. 



Zechariah 12.1-14
This message concerning the fate of Israel came from the LORD: “This message is from the LORD, who
stretched out the heavens, laid the foundations of the earth, and formed the human spirit. 2 I will make Jerusalem
like an intoxicating drink that makes the nearby nations stagger when they send their armies to besiege Jerusalem
and Judah. 3 On that day I will make Jerusalem an immovable rock. All the nations will gather against it to try to
move it, but they will only hurt themselves. 
4 “On that day,” says the LORD, “I will cause every horse to panic and every rider to lose his nerve. I will watch
over the people of Judah, but I will blind all the horses of their enemies. 5 And the clans of Judah will say to
themselves, ‘The people of Jerusalem have found strength in the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, their God.’ 
6 “On that day I will make the clans of Judah like a flame that sets a woodpile ablaze or like a burning torch
among sheaves of grain. They will burn up all the neighboring nations right and left, while the people living in
Jerusalem remain secure. 
7 “The LORD will give victory to the rest of Judah first, before Jerusalem, so that the people of Jerusalem and the
royal line of David will not have greater honor than the rest of Judah. 8 On that day the LORD will defend the
people of Jerusalem; the weakest among them will be as mighty as King David! And the royal descendants will be
like God, like the angel of the LORD who goes before them! 9 For on that day I will begin to destroy all the
nations that come against Jerusalem. 
10 “Then I will pour out a spirit of grace and prayer on the family of David and on the people of Jerusalem. They
will look on me whom they have pierced and mourn for him as for an only son. They will grieve bitterly for him
as for a firstborn son who has died. 11 The sorrow and mourning in Jerusalem on that day will be like the great
mourning for Hadad-rimmon in the valley of Megiddo. 
12 “All Israel will mourn, each clan by itself, and with the husbands separate from their wives. The clan of David
will mourn alone, as will the clan of Nathan, 13 the clan of Levi, and the clan of Shimei. 14 Each of the surviving
clans from Judah will mourn separately, and with the husbands separate from their wives. 

Malachi 3.1-5
“Look! I am sending my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. Then the Lord you are seeking will
suddenly come to his Temple. The messenger of the covenant, whom you look for so eagerly, is surely coming,”
says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 
2 “But who will be able to endure it when he comes? Who will be able to stand and face him when he appears?
For he will be like a blazing fire that refines metal, or like a strong soap that bleaches clothes. 3 He will sit like a
refiner of silver, burning away the dross. He will purify the Levites, refining them like gold and silver, so that
they may once again offer acceptable sacrifices to the LORD. 4 Then once more the LORD will accept the
offerings brought to him by the people of Judah and Jerusalem, as he did in the past. 
5 “At that time I will put you on trial. I am eager to witness against all sorcerers and adulterers and liars. I will
speak against those who cheat employees of their wages, who oppress widows and orphans, or who deprive the
foreigners living among you of justice, for these people do not fear me,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 

Malachi 4.1-3
1 The LORD of Heaven’s Armies says, “The day of judgment is coming, burning like a furnace. On that day the
arrogant and the wicked will be burned up like straw. They will be consumed—roots, branches, and all. 
2 “But for you who fear my name, the Sun of Righteousness will rise with healing in his wings. And you will go
free, leaping with joy like calves let out to pasture. 3 On the day when I act, you will tread upon the wicked as if
they were dust under your feet,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 

Malachi 4.5-6
5 “Look, I am sending you the prophet Elijah before the great and dreadful day of the LORD arrives. 6 His
preaching will turn the hearts of fathers to their children, and the hearts of children to their fathers. Otherwise I
will come and strike the land with a curse.”


