
WHO WAS JESUS? - Acts-Revelation Texts
Acts 1.1–11
1 In my first book I told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began to do and teach 2 until the day he was
taken up to heaven after giving his chosen apostles further instructions through the Holy Spirit. 3 During the forty
days after he suffered and died, he appeared to the apostles from time to time, and he proved to them in many
ways that he was actually alive. And he talked to them about the Kingdom of God. 4 Once when he was eating
with them, he commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told
you before. 5 John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 6 So
when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and
restore our kingdom?” 7 He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are
not for you to know. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” 9 After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and they could no longer see
him. 10 As they strained to see him rising into heaven, two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. 11
“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into
heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!”

Acts 2.22–41
22 “People of Israel, listen! God publicly endorsed Jesus the Nazarene by doing powerful miracles, wonders, and
signs through him, as you well know. 23 But God knew what would happen, and his prearranged plan was carried
out when Jesus was betrayed. With the help of lawless Gentiles, you nailed him to a cross and killed him. 24 But
God released him from the horrors of death and raised him back to life, for death could not keep him in its grip.
25 King David said this about him: ‘I see that the LORD is always with me. I will not be shaken, for he is right
beside me. 26 No wonder my heart is glad, and my tongue shouts his praises! My body rests in hope. 27 For you
will not leave my soul among the dead or allow your Holy One to rot in the grave. 28 You have shown me the
way of life, and you will fill me with the joy of your presence.’ 29 “Dear brothers, think about this! You can be
sure that the patriarch David wasn’t referring to himself, for he died and was buried, and his tomb is still here
among us. 30 But he was a prophet, and he knew God had promised with an oath that one of David’s own
descendants would sit on his throne. 31 David was looking into the future and speaking of the Messiah’s
resurrection. He was saying that God would not leave him among the dead or allow his body to rot in the grave.
32 “God raised Jesus from the dead, and we are all witnesses of this. 33 Now he is exalted to the place of highest
honor in heaven, at God’s right hand. And the Father, as he had promised, gave him the Holy Spirit to pour out
upon us, just as you see and hear today. 34 For David himself never ascended into heaven, yet he said, ‘The
LORD said to my Lord, “Sit in the place of honor at my right hand 35 until I humble your enemies, making them
a footstool under your feet.” ’ 36 “So let everyone in Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom
you crucified, to be both Lord and Messiah!” 37 Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and they said to him and to
the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter replied, “Each of you must repent of your sins and
turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 This promise is to you, to your children, and to those far away—all who have been
called by the Lord our God.” 40 Then Peter continued preaching for a long time, strongly urging all his listeners,
“Save yourselves from this crooked generation!” 41 Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added
to the church that day—about 3,000 in all.

Acts 2.43–47
43 A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. 44
And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 45 They sold their property and
possessions and shared the money with those in need. 46 They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in
homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity—47 all the while praising God
and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were
being saved.



Acts 3.1–11
1 Peter and John went to the Temple one afternoon to take part in the three o’clock prayer service. 2 As they
approached the Temple, a man lame from birth was being carried in. Each day he was put beside the Temple gate,
the one called the Beautiful Gate, so he could beg from the people going into the Temple. 3 When he saw Peter
and John about to enter, he asked them for some money. 4 Peter and John looked at him intently, and Peter said,
“Look at us!” 5 The lame man looked at them eagerly, expecting some money. 6 But Peter said, “I don’t have any
silver or gold for you. But I’ll give you what I have. In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, get up and walk!”
7 Then Peter took the lame man by the right hand and helped him up. And as he did, the man’s feet and ankles
were instantly healed and strengthened. 8 He jumped up, stood on his feet, and began to walk! Then, walking,
leaping, and praising God, he went into the Temple with them. 9 All the people saw him walking and heard him
praising God. 10 When they realized he was the lame beggar they had seen so often at the Beautiful Gate, they
were absolutely astounded! 11 They all rushed out in amazement to Solomon’s Colonnade, where the man was
holding tightly to Peter and John.

Acts 3.12–26
12 Peter saw his opportunity and addressed the crowd. “People of Israel,” he said, “what is so surprising about
this? And why stare at us as though we had made this man walk by our own power or godliness? 13 For it is the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—the God of all our ancestors—who has brought glory to his servant Jesus by
doing this. This is the same Jesus whom you handed over and rejected before Pilate, despite Pilate’s decision to
release him. 14 You rejected this holy, righteous one and instead demanded the release of a murderer. 15 You
killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. And we are witnesses of this fact! 16 “Through faith
in the name of Jesus, this man was healed—and you know how crippled he was before. Faith in Jesus’ name has
healed him before your very eyes. 17 “Friends, I realize that what you and your leaders did to Jesus was done in
ignorance. 18 But God was fulfilling what all the prophets had foretold about the Messiah—that he must suffer
these things. 19 Now repent of your sins and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped away. 20 Then times of
refreshment will come from the presence of the Lord, and he will again send you Jesus, your appointed Messiah.
21 For he must remain in heaven until the time for the final restoration of all things, as God promised long ago
through his holy prophets. 22 Moses said, ‘The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from
among your own people. Listen carefully to everything he tells you.’ 23 Then Moses said, ‘Anyone who will not
listen to that Prophet will be completely cut off from God’s people.’ 24 “Starting with Samuel, every prophet
spoke about what is happening today. 25 You are the children of those prophets, and you are included in the
covenant God promised to your ancestors. For God said to Abraham, ‘Through your descendants all the families
on earth will be blessed.’ 26 When God raised up his servant, Jesus, he sent him first to you people of Israel, to
bless you by turning each of you back from your sinful ways.”

Acts 4.1–12
1 While Peter and John were speaking to the people, they were confronted by the priests, the captain of the
Temple guard, and some of the Sadducees. 2 These leaders were very disturbed that Peter and John were teaching
the people that through Jesus there is a resurrection of the dead. 3 They arrested them and, since it was already
evening, put them in jail until morning. 4 But many of the people who heard their message believed it, so the
number of men who believed now totaled about 5,000. 5 The next day the council of all the rulers and elders and
teachers of religious law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was there, along with Caiaphas, John,
Alexander, and other relatives of the high priest. 7 They brought in the two disciples and demanded, “By what
power, or in whose name, have you done this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers
and elders of our people, 9 are we being questioned today because we’ve done a good deed for a crippled man?
Do you want to know how he was healed? 10 Let me clearly state to all of you and to all the people of Israel that
he was healed by the powerful name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, the man you crucified but whom God raised
from the dead. 11 For Jesus is the one referred to in the Scriptures, where it says, ‘The stone that you builders
rejected has now become the cornerstone.’ 12 There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name
under heaven by which we must be saved.”



Acts 4.13–22
13 The members of the council were amazed when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, for they could see
that they were ordinary men with no special training in the Scriptures. They also recognized them as men who had
been with Jesus. 14 But since they could see the man who had been healed standing right there among them, there
was nothing the council could say. 15 So they ordered Peter and John out of the council chamber and conferred
among themselves. 16 “What should we do with these men?” they asked each other. “We can’t deny that they
have performed a miraculous sign, and everybody in Jerusalem knows about it. 17 But to keep them from
spreading their propaganda any further, we must warn them not to speak to anyone in Jesus’ name again.” 18 So
they called the apostles back in and commanded them never again to speak or teach in the name of Jesus. 19 But
Peter and John replied, “Do you think God wants us to obey you rather than him? 20 We cannot stop telling about
everything we have seen and heard.” 21 The council then threatened them further, but they finally let them go
because they didn’t know how to punish them without starting a riot. For everyone was praising God 22 for this
miraculous sign—the healing of a man who had been lame for more than forty years.

Acts 4.23–31
23 As soon as they were freed, Peter and John returned to the other believers and told them what the leading
priests and elders had said. 24 When they heard the report, all the believers lifted their voices together in prayer to
God: “O Sovereign Lord, Creator of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them—25 you spoke long ago
by the Holy Spirit through our ancestor David, your servant, saying, ‘Why were the nations so angry? Why did
they waste their time with futile plans? 26 The kings of the earth prepared for battle; the rulers gathered together
against the LORD and against his Messiah.’ 27 “In fact, this has happened here in this very city! For Herod
Antipas, Pontius Pilate the governor, the Gentiles, and the people of Israel were all united against Jesus, your holy
servant, whom you anointed. 28 But everything they did was determined beforehand according to your will. 29
And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, your servants, great boldness in preaching your word. 30
Stretch out your hand with healing power; may miraculous signs and wonders be done through the name of your
holy servant Jesus.” 31 After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.
Then they preached the word of God with boldness.

Acts 4.32–35
32 All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt that what they owned was not their own, so they
shared everything they had. 33 The apostles testified powerfully to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and God’s
great blessing was upon them all. 34 There were no needy people among them, because those who owned land or
houses would sell them 35 and bring the money to the apostles to give to those in need.

Acts 5.17–42
17 The high priest and his officials, who were Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles
and put them in the public jail. 19 But an angel of the Lord came at night, opened the gates of the jail, and brought
them out. Then he told them, 20 “Go to the Temple and give the people this message of life!” 21 So at daybreak
the apostles entered the Temple, as they were told, and immediately began teaching. When the high priest and his
officials arrived, they convened the high council—the full assembly of the elders of Israel. Then they sent for the
apostles to be brought from the jail for trial. 22 But when the Temple guards went to the jail, the men were gone.
So they returned to the council and reported, 23 “The jail was securely locked, with the guards standing outside,
but when we opened the gates, no one was there!” 24 When the captain of the Temple guard and the leading
priests heard this, they were perplexed, wondering where it would all end. 25 Then someone arrived with startling
news: “The men you put in jail are standing in the Temple, teaching the people!” 26 The captain went with his
Temple guards and arrested the apostles, but without violence, for they were afraid the people would stone them.
27 Then they brought the apostles before the high council, where the high priest confronted them. 28 “We gave
you strict orders never again to teach in this man’s name!” he said. “Instead, you have filled all Jerusalem with
your teaching about him, and you want to make us responsible for his death!” 29 But Peter and the apostles
replied, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. 30 The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the



dead after you killed him by hanging him on a cross. 31 Then God put him in the place of honor at his right hand
as Prince and Savior. He did this so the people of Israel would repent of their sins and be forgiven. 32 We are
witnesses of these things and so is the Holy Spirit, who is given by God to those who obey him.” 33 When they
heard this, the high council was furious and decided to kill them. 34 But one member, a Pharisee named Gamaliel,
who was an expert in religious law and respected by all the people, stood up and ordered that the men be sent
outside the council chamber for a while. 35 Then he said to his colleagues, “Men of Israel, take care what you are
planning to do to these men! 36 Some time ago there was that fellow Theudas, who pretended to be someone
great. About 400 others joined him, but he was killed, and all his followers went their various ways. The whole
movement came to nothing. 37 After him, at the time of the census, there was Judas of Galilee. He got people to
follow him, but he was killed, too, and all his followers were scattered. 38 “So my advice is, leave these men
alone. Let them go. If they are planning and doing these things merely on their own, it will soon be overthrown.
39 But if it is from God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You may even find yourselves fighting against
God!” 40 The others accepted his advice. They called in the apostles and had them flogged. Then they ordered
them never again to speak in the name of Jesus, and they let them go. 41 The apostles left the high council
rejoicing that God had counted them worthy to suffer disgrace for the name of Jesus. 42 And every day, in the
Temple and from house to house, they continued to teach and preach this message: “Jesus is the Messiah.”

Acts 6.8–15
8 Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed amazing miracles and signs among the people. 9 But
one day some men from the Synagogue of Freed Slaves, as it was called, started to debate with him. They were
Jews from Cyrene, Alexandria, Cilicia, and the province of Asia. 10 None of them could stand against the
wisdom and the Spirit with which Stephen spoke. 11 So they persuaded some men to lie about Stephen, saying,
“We heard him blaspheme Moses, and even God.” 12 This roused the people, the elders, and the teachers of
religious law. So they arrested Stephen and brought him before the high council. 13 The lying witnesses said,
“This man is always speaking against the holy Temple and against the law of Moses. 14 We have heard him say
that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy the Temple and change the customs Moses handed down to us.” 15 At this
point everyone in the high council stared at Stephen, because his face became as bright as an angel’s.

Acts 7.51–60
51 “You stubborn people! You are heathen at heart and deaf to the truth. Must you forever resist the Holy Spirit?
That’s what your ancestors did, and so do you! 52 Name one prophet your ancestors didn’t persecute! They even
killed the ones who predicted the coming of the Righteous One—the Messiah whom you betrayed and murdered.
53 You deliberately disobeyed God’s law, even though you received it from the hands of angels.” 54 The Jewish
leaders were infuriated by Stephen’s accusation, and they shook their fists at him in rage. 55 But Stephen, full of
the Holy Spirit, gazed steadily into heaven and saw the glory of God, and he saw Jesus standing in the place of
honor at God’s right hand. 56 And he told them, “Look, I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing in
the place of honor at God’s right hand!” 57 Then they put their hands over their ears and began shouting. They
rushed at him 58 and dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. His accusers took off their coats and laid
them at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 As they stoned him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.” 60 He fell to his knees, shouting, “Lord, don’t charge them with this sin!” And with that, he died.

Acts 8.9–17
9 A man named Simon had been a sorcerer there for many years, amazing the people of Samaria and claiming to
be someone great. 10 Everyone, from the least to the greatest, often spoke of him as “the Great One—the Power
of God.” 11 They listened closely to him because for a long time he had astounded them with his magic. 12 But
now the people believed Philip’s message of Good News concerning the Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus
Christ. As a result, many men and women were baptized. 13 Then Simon himself believed and was baptized. He
began following Philip wherever he went, and he was amazed by the signs and great miracles Philip performed.
14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that the people of Samaria had accepted God’s message, they sent Peter
and John there. 15 As soon as they arrived, they prayed for these new believers to receive the Holy Spirit. 16 The



Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them, for they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17
Then Peter and John laid their hands upon these believers, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Acts 8.26–40
26 As for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to him, “Go south down the desert road that runs from Jerusalem to
Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and he met the treasurer of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under the Kandake,
the queen of Ethiopia. The eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and he was now returning. Seated in his
carriage, he was reading aloud from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 29 The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over
and walk along beside the carriage.” 30 Philip ran over and heard the man reading from the prophet Isaiah. Philip
asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 The man replied, “How can I, unless someone instructs
me?” And he urged Philip to come up into the carriage and sit with him. 32 The passage of Scripture he had been
reading was this: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter. And as a lamb is silent before the shearers, he did not
open his mouth. 33 He was humiliated and received no justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was
taken from the earth.” 34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, was the prophet talking about himself or someone
else?” 35 So beginning with this same Scripture, Philip told him the Good News about Jesus. 36 As they rode
along, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look! There’s some water! Why can’t I be baptized?” 38
He ordered the carriage to stop, and they went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came
up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away. The eunuch never saw him again but went on his
way rejoicing. 40 Meanwhile, Philip found himself farther north at the town of Azotus. He preached the Good
News there and in every town along the way until he came to Caesarea.

Acts 9.1–19
1 Meanwhile, Saul was uttering threats with every breath and was eager to kill the Lord’s followers. So he went to
the high priest. 2 He requested letters addressed to the synagogues in Damascus, asking for their cooperation in
the arrest of any followers of the Way he found there. He wanted to bring them—both men and women—back to
Jerusalem in chains. 3 As he was approaching Damascus on this mission, a light from heaven suddenly shone
down around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul! Saul! Why are you persecuting
me?” 5 “Who are you, lord?” Saul asked. And the voice replied, “I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting! 6 Now
get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 7 The men with Saul stood speechless, for
they heard the sound of someone’s voice but saw no one! 8 Saul picked himself up off the ground, but when he
opened his eyes he was blind. So his companions led him by the hand to Damascus. 9 He remained there blind for
three days and did not eat or drink. 10 Now there was a believer in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord spoke to
him in a vision, calling, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord!” he replied. 11 The Lord said, “Go over to Straight Street, to
the house of Judas. When you get there, ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul. He is praying to me right now.
12 I have shown him a vision of a man named Ananias coming in and laying hands on him so he can see again.”
13 “But Lord,” exclaimed Ananias, “I’ve heard many people talk about the terrible things this man has done to the
believers in Jerusalem! 14 And he is authorized by the leading priests to arrest everyone who calls upon your
name.” 15 But the Lord said, “Go, for Saul is my chosen instrument to take my message to the Gentiles and to
kings, as well as to the people of Israel. 16 And I will show him how much he must suffer for my name’s sake.”
17 So Ananias went and found Saul. He laid his hands on him and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who
appeared to you on the road, has sent me so that you might regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
18 Instantly something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he got up and was
baptized. 19 Afterward he ate some food and regained his strength. Saul stayed with the believers in Damascus for
a few days.



Acts 9.19–31
19 Afterward he ate some food and regained his strength. Saul stayed with the believers in Damascus for a few
days. 20 And immediately he began preaching about Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is indeed the Son of
God!” 21 All who heard him were amazed. “Isn’t this the same man who caused such devastation among Jesus’
followers in Jerusalem?” they asked. “And didn’t he come here to arrest them and take them in chains to the
leading priests?” 22 Saul’s preaching became more and more powerful, and the Jews in Damascus couldn’t refute
his proofs that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. 23 After a while some of the Jews plotted together to kill him. 24
They were watching for him day and night at the city gate so they could murder him, but Saul was told about their
plot. 25 So during the night, some of the other believers lowered him in a large basket through an opening in the
city wall. 26 When Saul arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to meet with the believers, but they were all afraid of him.
They did not believe he had truly become a believer! 27 Then Barnabas brought him to the apostles and told them
how Saul had seen the Lord on the way to Damascus and how the Lord had spoken to Saul. He also told them that
Saul had preached boldly in the name of Jesus in Damascus. 28 So Saul stayed with the apostles and went all
around Jerusalem with them, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 He debated with some Greek-speaking
Jews, but they tried to murder him. 30 When the believers heard about this, they took him down to Caesarea and
sent him away to Tarsus, his hometown. 31 The church then had peace throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria,
and it became stronger as the believers lived in the fear of the Lord. And with the encouragement of the Holy
Spirit, it also grew in numbers.

Acts 9.32–43
32 Meanwhile, Peter traveled from place to place, and he came down to visit the believers in the town of Lydda.
33 There he met a man named Aeneas, who had been paralyzed and bedridden for eight years. 34 Peter said to
him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you! Get up, and roll up your sleeping mat!” And he was healed instantly. 35
Then the whole population of Lydda and Sharon saw Aeneas walking around, and they turned to the Lord. 36
There was a believer in Joppa named Tabitha (which in Greek is Dorcas). She was always doing kind things for
others and helping the poor. 37 About this time she became ill and died. Her body was washed for burial and laid
in an upstairs room. 38 But the believers had heard that Peter was nearby at Lydda, so they sent two men to beg
him, “Please come as soon as possible!” 39 So Peter returned with them; and as soon as he arrived, they took him
to the upstairs room. The room was filled with widows who were weeping and showing him the coats and other
clothes Dorcas had made for them. 40 But Peter asked them all to leave the room; then he knelt and prayed.
Turning to the body he said, “Get up, Tabitha.” And she opened her eyes! When she saw Peter, she sat up! 41 He
gave her his hand and helped her up. Then he called in the widows and all the believers, and he presented her to
them alive. 42 The news spread through the whole town, and many believed in the Lord. 43 And Peter stayed a
long time in Joppa, living with Simon, a tanner of hides.

Acts 10.24–48
24 They arrived in Caesarea the following day. Cornelius was waiting for them and had called together his
relatives and close friends. 25 As Peter entered his home, Cornelius fell at his feet and worshiped him. 26 But
Peter pulled him up and said, “Stand up! I’m a human being just like you!” 27 So they talked together and went
inside, where many others were assembled. 28 Peter told them, “You know it is against our laws for a Jewish
man to enter a Gentile home like this or to associate with you. But God has shown me that I should no longer
think of anyone as impure or unclean. 29 So I came without objection as soon as I was sent for. Now tell me why
you sent for me.” 30 Cornelius replied, “Four days ago I was praying in my house about this same time, three
o’clock in the afternoon. Suddenly, a man in dazzling clothes was standing in front of me. 31 He told me,
‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard, and your gifts to the poor have been noticed by God! 32 Now send
messengers to Joppa, and summon a man named Simon Peter. He is staying in the home of Simon, a tanner who
lives near the seashore.’ 33 So I sent for you at once, and it was good of you to come. Now we are all here,
waiting before God to hear the message the Lord has given you.” 34 Then Peter replied, “I see very clearly that
God shows no favoritism. 35 In every nation he accepts those who fear him and do what is right. 36 This is the
message of Good News for the people of Israel—that there is peace with God through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of
all. 37 You know what happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee, after John began preaching his message



of baptism. 38 And you know that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. Then
Jesus went around doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 “And
we apostles are witnesses of all he did throughout Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him
on a cross, 40 but God raised him to life on the third day. Then God allowed him to appear, 41 not to the general
public, but to us whom God had chosen in advance to be his witnesses. We were those who ate and drank with
him after he rose from the dead. 42 And he ordered us to preach everywhere and to testify that Jesus is the one
appointed by God to be the judge of all—the living and the dead. 43 He is the one all the prophets testified about,
saying that everyone who believes in him will have their sins forgiven through his name.” 44 Even as Peter was
saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were listening to the message. 45 The Jewish believers who
came with Peter were amazed that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles, too. 46 For they
heard them speaking in other tongues and praising God. Then Peter asked, 47 “Can anyone object to their being
baptized, now that they have received the Holy Spirit just as we did?” 48 So he gave orders for them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Afterward Cornelius asked him to stay with them for several days.

Acts 11.11–18
11 “Just then three men who had been sent from Caesarea arrived at the house where we were staying. 12 The
Holy Spirit told me to go with them and not to worry that they were Gentiles. These six brothers here
accompanied me, and we soon entered the home of the man who had sent for us. 13 He told us how an angel had
appeared to him in his home and had told him, ‘Send messengers to Joppa, and summon a man named Simon
Peter. 14 He will tell you how you and everyone in your household can be saved!’ 15 “As I began to speak,”
Peter continued, “the Holy Spirit fell on them, just as he fell on us at the beginning. 16 Then I thought of the
Lord’s words when he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 And
since God gave these Gentiles the same gift he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to
stand in God’s way?” 18 When the others heard this, they stopped objecting and began praising God. They said,
“We can see that God has also given the Gentiles the privilege of repenting of their sins and receiving eternal
life.”

Acts 11.19–24
19 Meanwhile, the believers who had been scattered during the persecution after Stephen’s death traveled as far as
Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch of Syria. They preached the word of God, but only to Jews. 20 However, some
of the believers who went to Antioch from Cyprus and Cyrene began preaching to the Gentiles about the Lord
Jesus. 21 The power of the Lord was with them, and a large number of these Gentiles believed and turned to the
Lord. 22 When the church at Jerusalem heard what had happened, they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he
arrived and saw this evidence of God’s blessing, he was filled with joy, and he encouraged the believers to stay
true to the Lord. 24 Barnabas was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and strong in faith. And many people were
brought to the Lord.

Acts 12.20–25
20 Now Herod was very angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon. So they sent a delegation to make peace with
him because their cities were dependent upon Herod’s country for food. The delegates won the support of Blastus,
Herod’s personal assistant, 21 and an appointment with Herod was granted. When the day arrived, Herod put on
his royal robes, sat on his throne, and made a speech to them. 22 The people gave him a great ovation, shouting,
“It’s the voice of a god, not of a man!” 23 Instantly, an angel of the Lord struck Herod with a sickness, because
he accepted the people’s worship instead of giving the glory to God. So he was consumed with worms and died.
24 Meanwhile, the word of God continued to spread, and there were many new believers. 25 When Barnabas and
Saul had finished their mission to Jerusalem, they returned, taking John Mark with them.



Acts 13.1–3
1 Among the prophets and teachers of the church at Antioch of Syria were Barnabas, Simeon (called “the black
man”), Lucius (from Cyrene), Manaen (the childhood companion of King Herod Antipas), and Saul. 2 One day as
these men were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Appoint Barnabas and Saul for the special
work to which I have called them.” 3 So after more fasting and prayer, the men laid their hands on them and sent
them on their way.

Acts 13.4–12
4 So Barnabas and Saul were sent out by the Holy Spirit. They went down to the seaport of Seleucia and then
sailed for the island of Cyprus. 5 There, in the town of Salamis, they went to the Jewish synagogues and preached
the word of God. John Mark went with them as their assistant. 6 Afterward they traveled from town to town
across the entire island until finally they reached Paphos, where they met a Jewish sorcerer, a false prophet named
Bar-Jesus. 7 He had attached himself to the governor, Sergius Paulus, who was an intelligent man. The governor
invited Barnabas and Saul to visit him, for he wanted to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas, the sorcerer (as his
name means in Greek), interfered and urged the governor to pay no attention to what Barnabas and Saul said. He
was trying to keep the governor from believing. 9 Saul, also known as Paul, was filled with the Holy Spirit, and
he looked the sorcerer in the eye. 10 Then he said, “You son of the devil, full of every sort of deceit and fraud,
and enemy of all that is good! Will you never stop perverting the true ways of the Lord? 11 Watch now, for the
Lord has laid his hand of punishment upon you, and you will be struck blind. You will not see the sunlight for
some time.” Instantly mist and darkness came over the man’s eyes, and he began groping around begging for
someone to take his hand and lead him. 12 When the governor saw what had happened, he became a believer, for
he was astonished at the teaching about the Lord.

Acts 13.16–25
16 So Paul stood, lifted his hand to quiet them, and started speaking. “Men of Israel,” he said, “and you
God-fearing Gentiles, listen to me. 17 “The God of this nation of Israel chose our ancestors and made them
multiply and grow strong during their stay in Egypt. Then with a powerful arm he led them out of their slavery.
18 He put up with them through forty years of wandering in the wilderness. 19 Then he destroyed seven nations in
Canaan and gave their land to Israel as an inheritance. 20 All this took about 450 years. “After that, God gave
them judges to rule until the time of Samuel the prophet. 21 Then the people begged for a king, and God gave
them Saul son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, who reigned for forty years. 22 But God removed Saul and
replaced him with David, a man about whom God said, ‘I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own
heart. He will do everything I want him to do.’ 23 “And it is one of King David’s descendants, Jesus, who is
God’s promised Savior of Israel! 24 Before he came, John the Baptist preached that all the people of Israel needed
to repent of their sins and turn to God and be baptized. 25 As John was finishing his ministry he asked, ‘Do you
think I am the Messiah? No, I am not! But he is coming soon—and I’m not even worthy to be his slave and untie
the sandals on his feet.’

Acts 13.26–31
26 “Brothers—you sons of Abraham, and also you God-fearing Gentiles—this message of salvation has been sent
to us! 27 The people in Jerusalem and their leaders did not recognize Jesus as the one the prophets had spoken
about. Instead, they condemned him, and in doing this they fulfilled the prophets’ words that are read every
Sabbath. 28 They found no legal reason to execute him, but they asked Pilate to have him killed anyway. 29
“When they had done all that the prophecies said about him, they took him down from the cross and placed him in
a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the dead! 31 And over a period of many days he appeared to those who had
gone with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to the people of Israel.



Acts 13.32–43
32 “And now we are here to bring you this Good News. The promise was made to our ancestors, 33 and God has
now fulfilled it for us, their descendants, by raising Jesus. This is what the second psalm says about Jesus: ‘You
are my Son. Today I have become your Father.’ 34 For God had promised to raise him from the dead, not leaving
him to rot in the grave. He said, ‘I will give you the sacred blessings I promised to David.’ 35 Another psalm
explains it more fully: ‘You will not allow your Holy One to rot in the grave.’ 36 This is not a reference to David,
for after David had done the will of God in his own generation, he died and was buried with his ancestors, and his
body decayed. 37 No, it was a reference to someone else—someone whom God raised and whose body did not
decay. 38 “Brothers, listen! We are here to proclaim that through this man Jesus there is forgiveness for your
sins. 39 Everyone who believes in him is made right in God’s sight—something the law of Moses could never do.
40 Be careful! Don’t let the prophets’ words apply to you. For they said, 41 ‘Look, you mockers, be amazed and
die! For I am doing something in your own day, something you wouldn’t believe even if someone told you about
it.’” 42 As Paul and Barnabas left the synagogue that day, the people begged them to speak about these things
again the next week. 43 Many Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, and the two men
urged them to continue to rely on the grace of God.

Acts 15.4–11
4 When they arrived in Jerusalem, Barnabas and Paul were welcomed by the whole church, including the apostles
and elders. They reported everything God had done through them. 5 But then some of the believers who belonged
to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and insisted, “The Gentile converts must be circumcised and required to
follow the law of Moses.” 6 So the apostles and elders met together to resolve this issue. 7 At the meeting, after a
long discussion, Peter stood and addressed them as follows: “Brothers, you all know that God chose me from
among you some time ago to preach to the Gentiles so that they could hear the Good News and believe. 8 God
knows people’s hearts, and he confirmed that he accepts Gentiles by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to
us. 9 He made no distinction between us and them, for he cleansed their hearts through faith. 10 So why are you
now challenging God by burdening the Gentile believers with a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors were able
to bear? 11 We believe that we are all saved the same way, by the undeserved grace of the Lord Jesus.”

Acts 16.6–10
6 Next Paul and Silas traveled through the area of Phrygia and Galatia, because the Holy Spirit had prevented
them from preaching the word in the province of Asia at that time. 7 Then coming to the borders of Mysia, they
headed north for the province of Bithynia, but again the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them to go there. 8 So
instead, they went on through Mysia to the seaport of Troas. 9 That night Paul had a vision: A man from
Macedonia in northern Greece was standing there, pleading with him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us!” 10
So we decided to leave for Macedonia at once, having concluded that God was calling us to preach the Good
News there.

Acts 16.13–15
13 On the Sabbath we went a little way outside the city to a riverbank, where we thought people would be meeting
for prayer, and we sat down to speak with some women who had gathered there. 14 One of them was Lydia from
Thyatira, a merchant of expensive purple cloth, who worshiped God. As she listened to us, the Lord opened her
heart, and she accepted what Paul was saying. 15 She and her household were baptized, and she asked us to be
her guests. “If you agree that I am a true believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my home.” And she
urged us until we agreed.



Acts 16.16–18
16 One day as we were going down to the place of prayer, we met a slave girl who had a spirit that enabled her to
tell the future. She earned a lot of money for her masters by telling fortunes. 17 She followed Paul and the rest of
us, shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High God, and they have come to tell you how to be saved.”
18 This went on day after day until Paul got so exasperated that he turned and said to the demon within her, “I
command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And instantly it left her.

Acts 16.25–34
25 Around midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were
listening. 26 Suddenly, there was a massive earthquake, and the prison was shaken to its foundations. All the
doors immediately flew open, and the chains of every prisoner fell off! 27 The jailer woke up to see the prison
doors wide open. He assumed the prisoners had escaped, so he drew his sword to kill himself. 28 But Paul
shouted to him, “Stop! Don’t kill yourself! We are all here!” 29 The jailer called for lights and ran to the dungeon
and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to
be saved?” 31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, along with everyone in your
household.” 32 And they shared the word of the Lord with him and with all who lived in his household. 33 Even
at that hour of the night, the jailer cared for them and washed their wounds. Then he and everyone in his
household were immediately baptized. 34 He brought them into his house and set a meal before them, and he and
his entire household rejoiced because they all believed in God.

Acts 17.1–4
1 Paul and Silas then traveled through the towns of Amphipolis and Apollonia and came to Thessalonica, where
there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As was Paul’s custom, he went to the synagogue service, and for three Sabbaths
in a row he used the Scriptures to reason with the people. 3 He explained the prophecies and proved that the
Messiah must suffer and rise from the dead. He said, “This Jesus I’m telling you about is the Messiah.” 4 Some
of the Jews who listened were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, along with many God-fearing Greek men and
quite a few prominent women.

Acts 17.16–34
16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply troubled by all the idols he saw everywhere in the
city. 17 He went to the synagogue to reason with the Jews and the God-fearing Gentiles, and he spoke daily in the
public square to all who happened to be there. 18 He also had a debate with some of the Epicurean and Stoic
philosophers. When he told them about Jesus and his resurrection, they said, “What’s this babbler trying to say
with these strange ideas he’s picked up?” Others said, “He seems to be preaching about some foreign gods.” 19
Then they took him to the high council of the city. “Come and tell us about this new teaching,” they said. 20
“You are saying some rather strange things, and we want to know what it’s all about.” 21 (It should be explained
that all the Athenians as well as the foreigners in Athens seemed to spend all their time discussing the latest ideas.)
22 So Paul, standing before the council, addressed them as follows: “Men of Athens, I notice that you are very
religious in every way, 23 for as I was walking along I saw your many shrines. And one of your altars had this
inscription on it: ‘To an Unknown God.’ This God, whom you worship without knowing, is the one I’m telling
you about. 24 “He is the God who made the world and everything in it. Since he is Lord of heaven and earth, he
doesn’t live in man-made temples, 25 and human hands can’t serve his needs—for he has no needs. He himself
gives life and breath to everything, and he satisfies every need. 26 From one man he created all the nations
throughout the whole earth. He decided beforehand when they should rise and fall, and he determined their
boundaries. 27 “His purpose was for the nations to seek after God and perhaps feel their way toward him and find
him—though he is not far from any one of us. 28 For in him we live and move and exist. As some of your own
poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 29 And since this is true, we shouldn’t think of God as an idol designed
by craftsmen from gold or silver or stone. 30 “God overlooked people’s ignorance about these things in earlier
times, but now he commands everyone everywhere to repent of their sins and turn to him. 31 For he has set a day
for judging the world with justice by the man he has appointed, and he proved to everyone who this is by raising



him from the dead.” 32 When they heard Paul speak about the resurrection of the dead, some laughed in
contempt, but others said, “We want to hear more about this later.” 33 That ended Paul’s discussion with them,
34 but some joined him and became believers. Among them were Dionysius, a member of the council, a woman
named Damaris, and others with them.

Acts 18.4–6
4 Each Sabbath found Paul at the synagogue, trying to convince the Jews and Greeks alike. 5 And after Silas and
Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul spent all his time preaching the word. He testified to the Jews that
Jesus was the Messiah. 6 But when they opposed and insulted him, Paul shook the dust from his clothes and said,
“Your blood is upon your own heads—I am innocent. From now on I will go preach to the Gentiles.”

Acts 18.24–28
24 Meanwhile, a Jew named Apollos, an eloquent speaker who knew the Scriptures well, had arrived in Ephesus
from Alexandria in Egypt. 25 He had been taught the way of the Lord, and he taught others about Jesus with an
enthusiastic spirit and with accuracy. However, he knew only about John’s baptism. 26 When Priscilla and Aquila
heard him preaching boldly in the synagogue, they took him aside and explained the way of God even more
accurately. 27 Apollos had been thinking about going to Achaia, and the brothers and sisters in Ephesus
encouraged him to go. They wrote to the believers in Achaia, asking them to welcome him. When he arrived
there, he proved to be of great benefit to those who, by God’s grace, had believed. 28 He refuted the Jews with
powerful arguments in public debate. Using the Scriptures, he explained to them that Jesus was the Messiah.

Acts 19.1–7
1 While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul traveled through the interior regions until he reached Ephesus, on the coast,
where he found several believers. 2 “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” he asked them. “No,”
they replied, “we haven’t even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 “Then what baptism did you experience?” he
asked. And they replied, “The baptism of John.” 4 Paul said, “John’s baptism called for repentance from sin. But
John himself told the people to believe in the one who would come later, meaning Jesus.” 5 As soon as they heard
this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 Then when Paul laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit
came on them, and they spoke in other tongues and prophesied. 7 There were about twelve men in all.

Acts 20.16–38
16 Paul had decided to sail on past Ephesus, for he didn’t want to spend any more time in the province of Asia.
He was hurrying to get to Jerusalem, if possible, in time for the Festival of Pentecost. 17 But when we landed at
Miletus, he sent a message to the elders of the church at Ephesus, asking them to come and meet him. 18 When
they arrived he declared, “You know that from the day I set foot in the province of Asia until now 19 I have done
the Lord’s work humbly and with many tears. I have endured the trials that came to me from the plots of the Jews.
20 I never shrank back from telling you what you needed to hear, either publicly or in your homes. 21 I have had
one message for Jews and Greeks alike—the necessity of repenting from sin and turning to God, and of having
faith in our Lord Jesus. 22 “And now I am bound by the Spirit to go to Jerusalem. I don’t know what awaits me,
23 except that the Holy Spirit tells me in city after city that jail and suffering lie ahead. 24 But my life is worth
nothing to me unless I use it for finishing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus—the work of telling others the
Good News about the wonderful grace of God. 25 “And now I know that none of you to whom I have preached
the Kingdom will ever see me again. 26 I declare today that I have been faithful. If anyone suffers eternal death,
it’s not my fault, 27 for I didn’t shrink from declaring all that God wants you to know. 28 “So guard yourselves
and God’s people. Feed and shepherd God’s flock—his church, purchased with his own blood—over which the
Holy Spirit has appointed you as leaders. 29 I know that false teachers, like vicious wolves, will come in among
you after I leave, not sparing the flock. 30 Even some men from your own group will rise up and distort the truth
in order to draw a following. 31 Watch out! Remember the three years I was with you—my constant watch and
care over you night and day, and my many tears for you. 32 “And now I entrust you to God and the message of



his grace that is able to build you up and give you an inheritance with all those he has set apart for himself. 33 “I
have never coveted anyone’s silver or gold or fine clothes. 34 You know that these hands of mine have worked to
supply my own needs and even the needs of those who were with me. 35 And I have been a constant example of
how you can help those in need by working hard. You should remember the words of the Lord Jesus: ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive.’ ” 36 When he had finished speaking, he knelt and prayed with them. 37 They all
cried as they embraced and kissed him good-bye. 38 They were sad most of all because he had said that they
would never see him again. Then they escorted him down to the ship.

Acts 22.1–23
1 “Brothers and esteemed fathers,” Paul said, “listen to me as I offer my defense.” 2 When they heard him
speaking in their own language, the silence was even greater. 3 Then Paul said, “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a
city in Cilicia, and I was brought up and educated here in Jerusalem under Gamaliel. As his student, I was
carefully trained in our Jewish laws and customs. I became very zealous to honor God in everything I did, just like
all of you today. 4 And I persecuted the followers of the Way, hounding some to death, arresting both men and
women and throwing them in prison. 5 The high priest and the whole council of elders can testify that this is so.
For I received letters from them to our Jewish brothers in Damascus, authorizing me to bring the followers of the
Way from there to Jerusalem, in chains, to be punished. 6 “As I was on the road, approaching Damascus about
noon, a very bright light from heaven suddenly shone down around me. 7 I fell to the ground and heard a voice
saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’ 8 “ ‘Who are you, lord?’ I asked. “And the voice
replied, ‘I am Jesus the Nazarene, the one you are persecuting.’ 9 The people with me saw the light but didn’t
understand the voice speaking to me. 10 “I asked, ‘What should I do, Lord?’ “And the Lord told me, ‘Get up and
go into Damascus, and there you will be told everything you are to do.’ 11 “I was blinded by the intense light and
had to be led by the hand to Damascus by my companions. 12 A man named Ananias lived there. He was a godly
man, deeply devoted to the law, and well regarded by all the Jews of Damascus. 13 He came and stood beside me
and said, ‘Brother Saul, regain your sight.’ And that very moment I could see him! 14 “Then he told me, ‘The
God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will and to see the Righteous One and hear him speak. 15 For
you are to be his witness, telling everyone what you have seen and heard. 16 What are you waiting for? Get up
and be baptized. Have your sins washed away by calling on the name of the Lord.’ 17 “After I returned to
Jerusalem, I was praying in the Temple and fell into a trance. 18 I saw a vision of Jesus saying to me, ‘Hurry!
Leave Jerusalem, for the people here won’t accept your testimony about me.’ 19 “ ‘But Lord,’ I argued, ‘they
certainly know that in every synagogue I imprisoned and beat those who believed in you. 20 And I was in
complete agreement when your witness Stephen was killed. I stood by and kept the coats they took off when they
stoned him.’ 21 “But the Lord said to me, ‘Go, for I will send you far away to the Gentiles!’ ” 22 The crowd
listened until Paul said that word. Then they all began to shout, “Away with such a fellow! He isn’t fit to live!” 23
They yelled, threw off their coats, and tossed handfuls of dust into the air.

Acts 25.13–22
13 A few days later King Agrippa arrived with his sister, Bernice, to pay their respects to Festus. 14 During their
stay of several days, Festus discussed Paul’s case with the king. “There is a prisoner here,” he told him, “whose
case was left for me by Felix. 15 When I was in Jerusalem, the leading priests and Jewish elders pressed charges
against him and asked me to condemn him. 16 I pointed out to them that Roman law does not convict people
without a trial. They must be given an opportunity to confront their accusers and defend themselves. 17 “When his
accusers came here for the trial, I didn’t delay. I called the case the very next day and ordered Paul brought in. 18
But the accusations made against him weren’t any of the crimes I expected. 19 Instead, it was something about
their religion and a dead man named Jesus, who Paul insists is alive. 20 I was at a loss to know how to investigate
these things, so I asked him whether he would be willing to stand trial on these charges in Jerusalem. 21 But Paul
appealed to have his case decided by the emperor. So I ordered that he be held in custody until I could arrange to
send him to Caesar.” 22 “I’d like to hear the man myself,” Agrippa said. And Festus replied, “You
will—tomorrow!”



Acts 26.1–32
1 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You may speak in your defense.” So Paul, gesturing with his hand, started his
defense: 2 “I am fortunate, King Agrippa, that you are the one hearing my defense today against all these
accusations made by the Jewish leaders, 3 for I know you are an expert on all Jewish customs and controversies.
Now please listen to me patiently! 4 “As the Jewish leaders are well aware, I was given a thorough Jewish
training from my earliest childhood among my own people and in Jerusalem. 5 If they would admit it, they know
that I have been a member of the Pharisees, the strictest sect of our religion. 6 Now I am on trial because of my
hope in the fulfillment of God’s promise made to our ancestors. 7 In fact, that is why the twelve tribes of Israel
zealously worship God night and day, and they share the same hope I have. Yet, Your Majesty, they accuse me
for having this hope! 8 Why does it seem incredible to any of you that God can raise the dead? 9 “I used to believe
that I ought to do everything I could to oppose the very name of Jesus the Nazarene. 10 Indeed, I did just that in
Jerusalem. Authorized by the leading priests, I caused many believers there to be sent to prison. And I cast my
vote against them when they were condemned to death. 11 Many times I had them punished in the synagogues to
get them to curse Jesus. I was so violently opposed to them that I even chased them down in foreign cities. 12
“One day I was on such a mission to Damascus, armed with the authority and commission of the leading priests.
13 About noon, Your Majesty, as I was on the road, a light from heaven brighter than the sun shone down on me
and my companions. 14 We all fell down, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting me? It is useless for you to fight against my will.’ 15 “ ‘Who are you, lord?’ I asked. “And the Lord
replied, ‘I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting. 16 Now get to your feet! For I have appeared to you to appoint
you as my servant and witness. Tell people that you have seen me, and tell them what I will show you in the
future. 17 And I will rescue you from both your own people and the Gentiles. Yes, I am sending you to the
Gentiles 18 to open their eyes, so they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God. Then
they will receive forgiveness for their sins and be given a place among God’s people, who are set apart by faith in
me.’ 19 “And so, King Agrippa, I obeyed that vision from heaven. 20 I preached first to those in Damascus, then
in Jerusalem and throughout all Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that all must repent of their sins and turn to
God—and prove they have changed by the good things they do. 21 Some Jews arrested me in the Temple for
preaching this, and they tried to kill me. 22 But God has protected me right up to this present time so I can testify
to everyone, from the least to the greatest. I teach nothing except what the prophets and Moses said would
happen—23 that the Messiah would suffer and be the first to rise from the dead, and in this way announce God’s
light to Jews and Gentiles alike.” 24 Suddenly, Festus shouted, “Paul, you are insane. Too much study has made
you crazy!” 25 But Paul replied, “I am not insane, Most Excellent Festus. What I am saying is the sober truth. 26
And King Agrippa knows about these things. I speak boldly, for I am sure these events are all familiar to him, for
they were not done in a corner! 27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know you do—” 28 Agrippa
interrupted him. “Do you think you can persuade me to become a Christian so quickly?” 29 Paul replied,
“Whether quickly or not, I pray to God that both you and everyone here in this audience might become the same
as I am, except for these chains.” 30 Then the king, the governor, Bernice, and all the others stood and left. 31 As
they went out, they talked it over and agreed, “This man hasn’t done anything to deserve death or imprisonment.”
32 And Agrippa said to Festus, “He could have been set free if he hadn’t appealed to Caesar.”

Acts 28.17–31
17 Three days after Paul’s arrival, he called together the local Jewish leaders. He said to them, “Brothers, I was
arrested in Jerusalem and handed over to the Roman government, even though I had done nothing against our
people or the customs of our ancestors. 18 The Romans tried me and wanted to release me, because they found no
cause for the death sentence. 19 But when the Jewish leaders protested the decision, I felt it necessary to appeal to
Caesar, even though I had no desire to press charges against my own people. 20 I asked you to come here today
so we could get acquainted and so I could explain to you that I am bound with this chain because I believe that the
hope of Israel—the Messiah—has already come.” 21 They replied, “We have had no letters from Judea or reports
against you from anyone who has come here. 22 But we want to hear what you believe, for the only thing we
know about this movement is that it is denounced everywhere.” 23 So a time was set, and on that day a large
number of people came to Paul’s lodging. He explained and testified about the Kingdom of God and tried to
persuade them about Jesus from the Scriptures. Using the law of Moses and the books of the prophets, he spoke to
them from morning until evening. 24 Some were persuaded by the things he said, but others did not believe. 25



And after they had argued back and forth among themselves, they left with this final word from Paul: “The Holy
Spirit was right when he said to your ancestors through Isaiah the prophet, 26 ‘Go and say to this people: When
you hear what I say, you will not understand. When you see what I do, you will not comprehend. 27 For the
hearts of these people are hardened, and their ears cannot hear, and they have closed their eyes— so their eyes
cannot see, and their ears cannot hear, and their hearts cannot understand, and they cannot turn to me and let me
heal them.’ 28 So I want you to know that this salvation from God has also been offered to the Gentiles, and they
will accept it.” 30 For the next two years, Paul lived in Rome at his own expense. He welcomed all who visited
him, 31 boldly proclaiming the Kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ. And no one tried to
stop him.

Romans 1.1–7
1 This letter is from Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, chosen by God to be an apostle and sent out to preach his Good
News. 2 God promised this Good News long ago through his prophets in the holy Scriptures. 3 The Good News
is about his Son. In his earthly life he was born into King David’s family line, 4 and he was shown to be the Son
of God when he was raised from the dead by the power of the Holy Spirit. He is Jesus Christ our Lord. 5
Through Christ, God has given us the privilege and authority as apostles to tell Gentiles everywhere what God has
done for them, so that they will believe and obey him, bringing glory to his name. 6 And you are included among
those Gentiles who have been called to belong to Jesus Christ. 7 I am writing to all of you in Rome who are loved
by God and are called to be his own holy people. May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace
and peace.

Romans 1.8–9
8 Let me say first that I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith in him is being
talked about all over the world. 9 God knows how often I pray for you. Day and night I bring you and your needs
in prayer to God, whom I serve with all my heart by spreading the Good News about his Son.

Romans 1.16–17
16 For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at work, saving everyone who
believes—the Jew first and also the Gentile. 17 This Good News tells us how God makes us right in his sight. This
is accomplished from start to finish by faith. As the Scriptures say, “It is through faith that a righteous person has
life.”

Romans 2.12–16
12 When the Gentiles sin, they will be destroyed, even though they never had God’s written law. And the Jews,
who do have God’s law, will be judged by that law when they fail to obey it. 13 For merely listening to the law
doesn’t make us right with God. It is obeying the law that makes us right in his sight. 14 Even Gentiles, who do
not have God’s written law, show that they know his law when they instinctively obey it, even without having
heard it. 15 They demonstrate that God’s law is written in their hearts, for their own conscience and thoughts
either accuse them or tell them they are doing right. 16 And this is the message I proclaim—that the day is coming
when God, through Christ Jesus, will judge everyone’s secret life.



Romans 3.21–26
21 But now God has shown us a way to be made right with him without keeping the requirements of the law, as
was promised in the writings of Moses and the prophets long ago. 22 We are made right with God by placing our
faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are. 23 For everyone has
sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 24 Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his sight.
He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins. 25 For God presented Jesus as
the sacrifice for sin. People are made right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his
blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being fair when he held back and did not punish those who sinned in
times past, 26 for he was looking ahead and including them in what he would do in this present time. God did this
to demonstrate his righteousness, for he himself is fair and just, and he makes sinners right in his sight when they
believe in Jesus.

Romans 5.1–11
1 Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because of what
Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. 2 Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved
privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory. 3 We can
rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us develop endurance. 4 And
endurance develops strength of character, and character strengthens our confident hope of salvation. 5 And this
hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us, because he has given us the Holy
Spirit to fill our hearts with his love. 6 When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died
for us sinners. 7 Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though someone might
perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good. 8 But God showed his great love for us by sending
Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. 9 And since we have been made right in God’s sight by the blood
of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s condemnation. 10 For since our friendship with God was restored
by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son. 11
So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us
friends of God.

Romans 5.12–21
12 When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for
everyone sinned. 13 Yes, people sinned even before the law was given. But it was not counted as sin because
there was not yet any law to break. 14 Still, everyone died—from the time of Adam to the time of Moses—even
those who did not disobey an explicit commandment of God, as Adam did. Now Adam is a symbol, a
representation of Christ, who was yet to come. 15 But there is a great difference between Adam’s sin and God’s
gracious gift. For the sin of this one man, Adam, brought death to many. But even greater is God’s wonderful
grace and his gift of forgiveness to many through this other man, Jesus Christ. 16 And the result of God’s
gracious gift is very different from the result of that one man’s sin. For Adam’s sin led to condemnation, but
God’s free gift leads to our being made right with God, even though we are guilty of many sins. 17 For the sin of
this one man, Adam, caused death to rule over many. But even greater is God’s wonderful grace and his gift of
righteousness, for all who receive it will live in triumph over sin and death through this one man, Jesus Christ. 18
Yes, Adam’s one sin brings condemnation for everyone, but Christ’s one act of righteousness brings a right
relationship with God and new life for everyone. 19 Because one person disobeyed God, many became sinners.
But because one other person obeyed God, many will be made righteous. 20 God’s law was given so that all
people could see how sinful they were. But as people sinned more and more, God’s wonderful grace became more
abundant. 21 So just as sin ruled over all people and brought them to death, now God’s wonderful grace rules
instead, giving us right standing with God and resulting in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.



Romans 6.1–11
1 Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show us more and more of his wonderful grace? 2 Of
course not! Since we have died to sin, how can we continue to live in it? 3 Or have you forgotten that when we
were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him in his death? 4 For we died and were buried with Christ
by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may
live new lives. 5 Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also be raised to life as he was. 6 We
know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no
longer slaves to sin. 7 For when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin. 8 And since we died
with Christ, we know we will also live with him. 9 We are sure of this because Christ was raised from the dead,
and he will never die again. Death no longer has any power over him. 10 When he died, he died once to break the
power of sin. But now that he lives, he lives for the glory of God. 11 So you also should consider yourselves to be
dead to the power of sin and alive to God through Christ Jesus.

Romans 6.19–23
19 Because of the weakness of your human nature, I am using the illustration of slavery to help you understand all
this. Previously, you let yourselves be slaves to impurity and lawlessness, which led ever deeper into sin. Now
you must give yourselves to be slaves to righteous living so that you will become holy. 20 When you were slaves
to sin, you were free from the obligation to do right. 21 And what was the result? You are now ashamed of the
things you used to do, things that end in eternal doom. 22 But now you are free from the power of sin and have
become slaves of God. Now you do those things that lead to holiness and result in eternal life. 23 For the wages of
sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 7.4–6
4 So, my dear brothers and sisters, this is the point: You died to the power of the law when you died with Christ.
And now you are united with the one who was raised from the dead. As a result, we can produce a harvest of
good deeds for God. 5 When we were controlled by our old nature, sinful desires were at work within us, and the
law aroused these evil desires that produced a harvest of sinful deeds, resulting in death. 6 But now we have been
released from the law, for we died to it and are no longer captive to its power. Now we can serve God, not in the
old way of obeying the letter of the law, but in the new way of living in the Spirit.

Romans 7.21–25
21 I have discovered this principle of life—that when I want to do what is right, I inevitably do what is wrong. 22
I love God’s law with all my heart. 23 But there is another power within me that is at war with my mind. This
power makes me a slave to the sin that is still within me. 24 Oh, what a miserable person I am! Who will free me
from this life that is dominated by sin and death? 25 Thank God! The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord. So you
see how it is: In my mind I really want to obey God’s law, but because of my sinful nature I am a slave to sin.

Romans 8.1–4
1 So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 2 And because you belong to him, the
power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads to death. 3 The law of Moses was
unable to save us because of the weakness of our sinful nature. So God did what the law could not do. He sent his
own Son in a body like the bodies we sinners have. And in that body God declared an end to sin’s control over us
by giving his Son as a sacrifice for our sins. 4 He did this so that the just requirement of the law would be fully
satisfied for us, who no longer follow our sinful nature but instead follow the Spirit.



Romans 8.5–17
5 Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful things, but those who are controlled by the
Holy Spirit think about things that please the Spirit. 6 So letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to
death. But letting the Spirit control your mind leads to life and peace. 7 For the sinful nature is always hostile to
God. It never did obey God’s laws, and it never will. 8 That’s why those who are still under the control of their
sinful nature can never please God. 9 But you are not controlled by your sinful nature. You are controlled by the
Spirit if you have the Spirit of God living in you. (And remember that those who do not have the Spirit of Christ
living in them do not belong to him at all.) 10 And Christ lives within you, so even though your body will die
because of sin, the Spirit gives you life because you have been made right with God. 11 The Spirit of God, who
raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to
your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you. 12 Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, you have no
obligation to do what your sinful nature urges you to do. 13 For if you live by its dictates, you will die. But if
through the power of the Spirit you put to death the deeds of your sinful nature, you will live. 14 For all who are
led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves.
Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children. Now we call him, “Abba, Father.”
16 For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children. 17 And since we are his children, we
are his heirs. In fact, together with Christ we are heirs of God’s glory. But if we are to share his glory, we must
also share his suffering.

Romans 8.31–34
31 What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be against us? 32 Since
he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything else? 33 Who dares
accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? No one—for God himself has given us right standing with himself.
34 Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and was raised to life for us, and he is sitting
in the place of honor at God’s right hand, pleading for us.

Romans 8.35–39
35 Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or
calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death? 36 (As the Scriptures
say, “For your sake we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.”) 37 No, despite all these
things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us. 38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever
separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our
worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. 39 No power in the sky
above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God
that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.



Romans 10.1–13
1 Dear brothers and sisters, the longing of my heart and my prayer to God is for the people of Israel to be saved.
2 I know what enthusiasm they have for God, but it is misdirected zeal. 3 For they don’t understand God’s way of
making people right with himself. Refusing to accept God’s way, they cling to their own way of getting right with
God by trying to keep the law. 4 For Christ has already accomplished the purpose for which the law was given.
As a result, all who believe in him are made right with God. 5 For Moses writes that the law’s way of making a
person right with God requires obedience to all of its commands. 6 But faith’s way of getting right with God says,
“Don’t say in your heart, ‘Who will go up to heaven?’ (to bring Christ down to earth). 7 And don’t say, ‘Who
will go down to the place of the dead?’ (to bring Christ back to life again).” 8 In fact, it says, “The message is
very close at hand; it is on your lips and in your heart.” And that message is the very message about faith that we
preach: 9 If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved. 10 For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by openly
declaring your faith that you are saved. 11 As the Scriptures tell us, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be
disgraced.” 12 Jew and Gentile are the same in this respect. They have the same Lord, who gives generously to all
who call on him. 13 For “Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.”

Romans 15.5–13
5 May God, who gives this patience and encouragement, help you live in complete harmony with each other, as is
fitting for followers of Christ Jesus. 6 Then all of you can join together with one voice, giving praise and glory to
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore, accept each other just as Christ has accepted you so that
God will be given glory. 8 Remember that Christ came as a servant to the Jews to show that God is true to the
promises he made to their ancestors. 9 He also came so that the Gentiles might give glory to God for his mercies
to them. That is what the psalmist meant when he wrote: “For this, I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will
sing praises to your name.” 10 And in another place it is written, “Rejoice with his people, you Gentiles.” 11 And
yet again, “Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles. Praise him, all you people of the earth.” 12 And in another place
Isaiah said, “The heir to David’s throne will come, and he will rule over the Gentiles. They will place their hope
on him.” 13 I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because you trust in
him. Then you will overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Romans 15.14–19
14 I am fully convinced, my dear brothers and sisters, that you are full of goodness. You know these things so
well you can teach each other all about them. 15 Even so, I have been bold enough to write about some of these
points, knowing that all you need is this reminder. For by God’s grace, 16 I am a special messenger from Christ
Jesus to you Gentiles. I bring you the Good News so that I might present you as an acceptable offering to God,
made holy by the Holy Spirit. 17 So I have reason to be enthusiastic about all Christ Jesus has done through me in
my service to God. 18 Yet I dare not boast about anything except what Christ has done through me, bringing the
Gentiles to God by my message and by the way I worked among them. 19 They were convinced by the power of
miraculous signs and wonders and by the power of God’s Spirit. In this way, I have fully presented the Good
News of Christ from Jerusalem all the way to Illyricum.

Romans 16.25–27
25 Now all glory to God, who is able to make you strong, just as my Good News says. This message about Jesus
Christ has revealed his plan for you Gentiles, a plan kept secret from the beginning of time. 26 But now as the
prophets foretold and as the eternal God has commanded, this message is made known to all Gentiles everywhere,
so that they too might believe and obey him. 27 All glory to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, forever.
Amen.



1 Corinthians 1.1–3
1 This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and from our brother
Sosthenes. 2 I am writing to God’s church in Corinth, to you who have been called by God to be his own holy
people. He made you holy by means of Christ Jesus, just as he did for all people everywhere who call on the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours. 3 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace
and peace.

1 Corinthians 1.4–9
4 I always thank my God for you and for the gracious gifts he has given you, now that you belong to Christ Jesus.
5 Through him, God has enriched your church in every way—with all of your eloquent words and all of your
knowledge. 6 This confirms that what I told you about Christ is true. 7 Now you have every spiritual gift you
need as you eagerly wait for the return of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will keep you strong to the end so that you
will be free from all blame on the day when our Lord Jesus Christ returns. 9 God will do this, for he is faithful to
do what he says, and he has invited you into partnership with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Corinthians 1.18–31
18 The message of the cross is foolish to those who are headed for destruction! But we who are being saved know
it is the very power of God. 19 As the Scriptures say, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise and discard the
intelligence of the intelligent.” 20 So where does this leave the philosophers, the scholars, and the world’s brilliant
debaters? God has made the wisdom of this world look foolish. 21 Since God in his wisdom saw to it that the
world would never know him through human wisdom, he has used our foolish preaching to save those who
believe. 22 It is foolish to the Jews, who ask for signs from heaven. And it is foolish to the Greeks, who seek
human wisdom. 23 So when we preach that Christ was crucified, the Jews are offended and the Gentiles say it’s
all nonsense. 24 But to those called by God to salvation, both Jews and Gentiles, Christ is the power of God and
the wisdom of God. 25 This foolish plan of God is wiser than the wisest of human plans, and God’s weakness is
stronger than the greatest of human strength. 26 Remember, dear brothers and sisters, that few of you were wise
in the world’s eyes or powerful or wealthy when God called you. 27 Instead, God chose things the world
considers foolish in order to shame those who think they are wise. And he chose things that are powerless to
shame those who are powerful. 28 God chose things despised by the world, things counted as nothing at all, and
used them to bring to nothing what the world considers important. 29 As a result, no one can ever boast in the
presence of God. 30 God has united you with Christ Jesus. For our benefit God made him to be wisdom itself.
Christ made us right with God; he made us pure and holy, and he freed us from sin. 31 Therefore, as the
Scriptures say, “If you want to boast, boast only about the LORD.”

1 Corinthians 3.16–23
16 Don’t you realize that all of you together are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God lives in you? 17 God
will destroy anyone who destroys this temple. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple. 18 Stop
deceiving yourselves. If you think you are wise by this world’s standards, you need to become a fool to be truly
wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness to God. As the Scriptures say, “He traps the wise in the
snare of their own cleverness.” 20 And again, “The LORD knows the thoughts of the wise; he knows they are
worthless.” 21 So don’t boast about following a particular human leader. For everything belongs to you—22
whether Paul or Apollos or Peter, or the world, or life and death, or the present and the future. Everything
belongs to you, 23 and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.



1 Corinthians 4.1–21
1 So look at Apollos and me as mere servants of Christ who have been put in charge of explaining God’s
mysteries. 2 Now, a person who is put in charge as a manager must be faithful. 3 As for me, it matters very little
how I might be evaluated by you or by any human authority. I don’t even trust my own judgment on this point. 4
My conscience is clear, but that doesn’t prove I’m right. It is the Lord himself who will examine me and decide. 5
So don’t make judgments about anyone ahead of time—before the Lord returns. For he will bring our darkest
secrets to light and will reveal our private motives. Then God will give to each one whatever praise is due. 6 Dear
brothers and sisters, I have used Apollos and myself to illustrate what I’ve been saying. If you pay attention to
what I have quoted from the Scriptures, you won’t be proud of one of your leaders at the expense of another. 7
For what gives you the right to make such a judgment? What do you have that God hasn’t given you? And if
everything you have is from God, why boast as though it were not a gift? 8 You think you already have everything
you need. You think you are already rich. You have begun to reign in God’s kingdom without us! I wish you
really were reigning already, for then we would be reigning with you. 9 Instead, I sometimes think God has put us
apostles on display, like prisoners of war at the end of a victor’s parade, condemned to die. We have become a
spectacle to the entire world—to people and angels alike. 10 Our dedication to Christ makes us look like fools, but
you claim to be so wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are so powerful! You are honored, but we are ridiculed.
11 Even now we go hungry and thirsty, and we don’t have enough clothes to keep warm. We are often beaten and
have no home. 12 We work wearily with our own hands to earn our living. We bless those who curse us. We are
patient with those who abuse us. 13 We appeal gently when evil things are said about us. Yet we are treated like
the world’s garbage, like everybody’s trash—right up to the present moment. 14 I am not writing these things to
shame you, but to warn you as my beloved children. 15 For even if you had ten thousand others to teach you
about Christ, you have only one spiritual father. For I became your father in Christ Jesus when I preached the
Good News to you. 16 So I urge you to imitate me. 17 That’s why I have sent Timothy, my beloved and faithful
child in the Lord. He will remind you of how I follow Christ Jesus, just as I teach in all the churches wherever I
go. 18 Some of you have become arrogant, thinking I will not visit you again. 19 But I will come—and soon—if
the Lord lets me, and then I’ll find out whether these arrogant people just give pretentious speeches or whether
they really have God’s power. 20 For the Kingdom of God is not just a lot of talk; it is living by God’s power. 21
Which do you choose? Should I come with a rod to punish you, or should I come with love and a gentle spirit?

1 Corinthians 5.1–13
1 I can hardly believe the report about the sexual immorality going on among you—something that even pagans
don’t do. I am told that a man in your church is living in sin with his stepmother. 2 You are so proud of
yourselves, but you should be mourning in sorrow and shame. And you should remove this man from your
fellowship. 3 Even though I am not with you in person, I am with you in the Spirit. And as though I were there, I
have already passed judgment on this man 4 in the name of the Lord Jesus. You must call a meeting of the church.
I will be present with you in spirit, and so will the power of our Lord Jesus. 5 Then you must throw this man out
and hand him over to Satan so that his sinful nature will be destroyed and he himself will be saved on the day the
Lord returns. 6 Your boasting about this is terrible. Don’t you realize that this sin is like a little yeast that spreads
through the whole batch of dough? 7 Get rid of the old “yeast” by removing this wicked person from among you.
Then you will be like a fresh batch of dough made without yeast, which is what you really are. Christ, our
Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed for us. 8 So let us celebrate the festival, not with the old bread of wickedness
and evil, but with the new bread of sincerity and truth. 9 When I wrote to you before, I told you not to associate
with people who indulge in sexual sin. 10 But I wasn’t talking about unbelievers who indulge in sexual sin, or are
greedy, or cheat people, or worship idols. You would have to leave this world to avoid people like that. 11 I
meant that you are not to associate with anyone who claims to be a believer yet indulges in sexual sin, or is
greedy, or worships idols, or is abusive, or is a drunkard, or cheats people. Don’t even eat with such people. 12 It
isn’t my responsibility to judge outsiders, but it certainly is your responsibility to judge those inside the church
who are sinning. 13 God will judge those on the outside; but as the Scriptures say, “You must remove the evil
person from among you.”



1 Corinthians 6.9–11
9 Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit the Kingdom of God? Don’t fool yourselves. Those
who indulge in sexual sin, or who worship idols, or commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice
homosexuality, 10 or are thieves, or greedy people, or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—none of these
will inherit the Kingdom of God. 11 Some of you were once like that. But you were cleansed; you were made
holy; you were made right with God by calling on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

1 Corinthians 6.12–14
12 You say, “I am allowed to do anything”—but not everything is good for you. And even though “I am allowed
to do anything,” I must not become a slave to anything. 13 You say, “Food was made for the stomach, and the
stomach for food.” (This is true, though someday God will do away with both of them.) But you can’t say that our
bodies were made for sexual immorality. They were made for the Lord, and the Lord cares about our bodies. 14
And God will raise us from the dead by his power, just as he raised our Lord from the dead.

1 Corinthians 6.15–20
15 Don’t you realize that your bodies are actually parts of Christ? Should a man take his body, which is part of
Christ, and join it to a prostitute? Never! 16 And don’t you realize that if a man joins himself to a prostitute, he
becomes one body with her? For the Scriptures say, “The two are united into one.” 17 But the person who is
joined to the Lord is one spirit with him. 18 Run from sexual sin! No other sin so clearly affects the body as this
one does. For sexual immorality is a sin against your own body. 19 Don’t you realize that your body is the temple
of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, 20 for God
bought you with a high price. So you must honor God with your body.

1 Corinthians 7.17–24
17 Each of you should continue to live in whatever situation the Lord has placed you, and remain as you were
when God first called you. This is my rule for all the churches. 18 For instance, a man who was circumcised
before he became a believer should not try to reverse it. And the man who was uncircumcised when he became a
believer should not be circumcised now. 19 For it makes no difference whether or not a man has been
circumcised. The important thing is to keep God’s commandments. 20 Yes, each of you should remain as you
were when God called you. 21 Are you a slave? Don’t let that worry you—but if you get a chance to be free, take
it. 22 And remember, if you were a slave when the Lord called you, you are now free in the Lord. And if you
were free when the Lord called you, you are now a slave of Christ. 23 God paid a high price for you, so don’t be
enslaved by the world. 24 Each of you, dear brothers and sisters, should remain as you were when God first
called you.

1 Corinthians 8.1–6
1 Now regarding your question about food that has been offered to idols. Yes, we know that “we all have
knowledge” about this issue. But while knowledge makes us feel important, it is love that strengthens the church.
2 Anyone who claims to know all the answers doesn’t really know very much. 3 But the person who loves God is
the one whom God recognizes. 4 So, what about eating meat that has been offered to idols? Well, we all know that
an idol is not really a god and that there is only one God. 5 There may be so-called gods both in heaven and on
earth, and some people actually worship many gods and many lords. 6 But for us, There is one God, the Father,
by whom all things were created, and for whom we live. And there is one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all
things were created, and through whom we live.



1 Corinthians 8.7–13
7 However, not all believers know this. Some are accustomed to thinking of idols as being real, so when they eat
food that has been offered to idols, they think of it as the worship of real gods, and their weak consciences are
violated. 8 It’s true that we can’t win God’s approval by what we eat. We don’t lose anything if we don’t eat it,
and we don’t gain anything if we do. 9 But you must be careful so that your freedom does not cause others with a
weaker conscience to stumble. 10 For if others see you—with your “superior knowledge”—eating in the temple of
an idol, won’t they be encouraged to violate their conscience by eating food that has been offered to an idol? 11 So
because of your superior knowledge, a weak believer for whom Christ died will be destroyed. 12 And when you
sin against other believers by encouraging them to do something they believe is wrong, you are sinning against
Christ. 13 So if what I eat causes another believer to sin, I will never eat meat again as long as I live—for I don’t
want to cause another believer to stumble.

1 Corinthians 9.13–21
13 Don’t you realize that those who work in the temple get their meals from the offerings brought to the temple?
And those who serve at the altar get a share of the sacrificial offerings. 14 In the same way, the Lord ordered that
those who preach the Good News should be supported by those who benefit from it. 15 Yet I have never used any
of these rights. And I am not writing this to suggest that I want to start now. In fact, I would rather die than lose
my right to boast about preaching without charge. 16 Yet preaching the Good News is not something I can boast
about. I am compelled by God to do it. How terrible for me if I didn’t preach the Good News! 17 If I were doing
this on my own initiative, I would deserve payment. But I have no choice, for God has given me this sacred trust.
18 What then is my pay? It is the opportunity to preach the Good News without charging anyone. That’s why I
never demand my rights when I preach the Good News. 19 Even though I am a free man with no master, I have
become a slave to all people to bring many to Christ. 20 When I was with the Jews, I lived like a Jew to bring the
Jews to Christ. When I was with those who follow the Jewish law, I too lived under that law. Even though I am
not subject to the law, I did this so I could bring to Christ those who are under the law. 21 When I am with the
Gentiles who do not follow the Jewish law, I too live apart from that law so I can bring them to Christ. But I do
not ignore the law of God; I obey the law of Christ.

1 Corinthians 10.1–13
1 I don’t want you to forget, dear brothers and sisters, about our ancestors in the wilderness long ago. All of them
were guided by a cloud that moved ahead of them, and all of them walked through the sea on dry ground. 2 In the
cloud and in the sea, all of them were baptized as followers of Moses. 3 All of them ate the same spiritual food, 4
and all of them drank the same spiritual water. For they drank from the spiritual rock that traveled with them, and
that rock was Christ. 5 Yet God was not pleased with most of them, and their bodies were scattered in the
wilderness. 6 These things happened as a warning to us, so that we would not crave evil things as they did, 7 or
worship idols as some of them did. As the Scriptures say, “The people celebrated with feasting and drinking, and
they indulged in pagan revelry.” 8 And we must not engage in sexual immorality as some of them did, causing
23,000 of them to die in one day. 9 Nor should we put Christ to the test, as some of them did and then died from
snakebites. 10 And don’t grumble as some of them did, and then were destroyed by the angel of death. 11 These
things happened to them as examples for us. They were written down to warn us who live at the end of the age. 12
If you think you are standing strong, be careful not to fall. 13 The temptations in your life are no different from
what others experience. And God is faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand.
When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so that you can endure.



1 Corinthians 11.23–34
23 For I pass on to you what I received from the Lord himself. On the night when he was betrayed, the Lord
Jesus took some bread 24 and gave thanks to God for it. Then he broke it in pieces and said, “This is my body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, he took the cup of wine after
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant between God and his people—an agreement confirmed with my
blood. Do this in remembrance of me as often as you drink it.” 26 For every time you eat this bread and drink this
cup, you are announcing the Lord’s death until he comes again. 27 So anyone who eats this bread or drinks this
cup of the Lord unworthily is guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28 That is why you should
examine yourself before eating the bread and drinking the cup. 29 For if you eat the bread or drink the cup
without honoring the body of Christ, you are eating and drinking God’s judgment upon yourself. 30 That is why
many of you are weak and sick and some have even died. 31 But if we would examine ourselves, we would not be
judged by God in this way. 32 Yet when we are judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not
be condemned along with the world. 33 So, my dear brothers and sisters, when you gather for the Lord’s Supper,
wait for each other. 34 If you are really hungry, eat at home so you won’t bring judgment upon yourselves when
you meet together. I’ll give you instructions about the other matters after I arrive.

1 Corinthians 12.1–6
1 Now, dear brothers and sisters, regarding your question about the special abilities the Spirit gives us. I don’t
want you to misunderstand this. 2 You know that when you were still pagans, you were led astray and swept
along in worshiping speechless idols. 3 So I want you to know that no one speaking by the Spirit of God will curse
Jesus, and no one can say Jesus is Lord, except by the Holy Spirit. 4 There are different kinds of spiritual gifts,
but the same Spirit is the source of them all. 5 There are different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord. 6
God works in different ways, but it is the same God who does the work in all of us.

1 Corinthians 12.7–27
7 A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other. 8 To one person the Spirit gives the ability to
give wise advice; to another the same Spirit gives a message of special knowledge. 9 The same Spirit gives great
faith to another, and to someone else the one Spirit gives the gift of healing. 10 He gives one person the power to
perform miracles, and another the ability to prophesy. He gives someone else the ability to discern whether a
message is from the Spirit of God or from another spirit. Still another person is given the ability to speak in
unknown languages, while another is given the ability to interpret what is being said. 11 It is the one and only
Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have. 12 The human body
has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole body. So it is with the body of Christ. 13 Some of us are
Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. But we have all been baptized into one body by one
Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit. 14 Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part. 15 If the foot
says, “I am not a part of the body because I am not a hand,” that does not make it any less a part of the body. 16
And if the ear says, “I am not part of the body because I am not an eye,” would that make it any less a part of the
body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, how would you hear? Or if your whole body were an ear, how would
you smell anything? 18 But our bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just where he wants it. 19
How strange a body would be if it had only one part! 20 Yes, there are many parts, but only one body. 21 The
eye can never say to the hand, “I don’t need you.” The head can’t say to the feet, “I don’t need you.” 22 In fact,
some parts of the body that seem weakest and least important are actually the most necessary. 23 And the parts we
regard as less honorable are those we clothe with the greatest care. So we carefully protect those parts that should
not be seen, 24 while the more honorable parts do not require this special care. So God has put the body together
such that extra honor and care are given to those parts that have less dignity. 25 This makes for harmony among
the members, so that all the members care for each other. 26 If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it, and if
one part is honored, all the parts are glad. 27 All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.



1 Corinthians 15.3–11
3 I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on to me. Christ died for our sins,
just as the Scriptures said. 4 He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, just as the
Scriptures said. 5 He was seen by Peter and then by the Twelve. 6 After that, he was seen by more than 500 of his
followers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7 Then he was seen by James and
later by all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as though I had been born at the wrong time, I also saw him. 9 For I am the
least of all the apostles. In fact, I’m not even worthy to be called an apostle after the way I persecuted God’s
church. 10 But whatever I am now, it is all because God poured out his special favor on me—and not without
results. For I have worked harder than any of the other apostles; yet it was not I but God who was working
through me by his grace. 11 So it makes no difference whether I preach or they preach, for we all preach the same
message you have already believed.

1 Corinthians 15.12–23
12 But tell me this—since we preach that Christ rose from the dead, why are some of you saying there will be no
resurrection of the dead? 13 For if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised either. 14
And if Christ has not been raised, then all our preaching is useless, and your faith is useless. 15 And we apostles
would all be lying about God—for we have said that God raised Christ from the grave. But that can’t be true if
there is no resurrection of the dead. 16 And if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised.
17 And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless and you are still guilty of your sins. 18 In that
case, all who have died believing in Christ are lost! 19 And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more
to be pitied than anyone in the world. 20 But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the first of a
great harvest of all who have died. 21 So you see, just as death came into the world through a man, now the
resurrection from the dead has begun through another man. 22 Just as everyone dies because we all belong to
Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ will be given new life. 23 But there is an order to this resurrection: Christ
was raised as the first of the harvest; then all who belong to Christ will be raised when he comes back.

1 Corinthians 15.24–28
24 After that the end will come, when he will turn the Kingdom over to God the Father, having destroyed every
ruler and authority and power. 25 For Christ must reign until he humbles all his enemies beneath his feet. 26 And
the last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For the Scriptures say, “God has put all things under his authority.”
(Of course, when it says “all things are under his authority,” that does not include God himself, who gave Christ
his authority.) 28 Then, when all things are under his authority, the Son will put himself under God’s authority, so
that God, who gave his Son authority over all things, will be utterly supreme over everything everywhere.

1 Corinthians 15.45–49
45 The Scriptures tell us, “The first man, Adam, became a living person.” But the last Adam—that is, Christ—is a
life-giving Spirit. 46 What comes first is the natural body, then the spiritual body comes later. 47 Adam, the first
man, was made from the dust of the earth, while Christ, the second man, came from heaven. 48 Earthly people
are like the earthly man, and heavenly people are like the heavenly man. 49 Just as we are now like the earthly
man, we will someday be like the heavenly man.



1 Corinthians 15.50–57
50 What I am saying, dear brothers and sisters, is that our physical bodies cannot inherit the Kingdom of God.
These dying bodies cannot inherit what will last forever. 51 But let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We will
not all die, but we will all be transformed! 52 It will happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, when the last
trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, those who have died will be raised to live forever. And we who
are living will also be transformed. 53 For our dying bodies must be transformed into bodies that will never die;
our mortal bodies must be transformed into immortal bodies. 54 Then, when our dying bodies have been
transformed into bodies that will never die, this Scripture will be fulfilled: “Death is swallowed up in victory. 55
O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 56 For sin is the sting that results in death, and the
law gives sin its power. 57 But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 16.22–24
22 If anyone does not love the Lord, that person is cursed. Our Lord, come! 23 May the grace of the Lord Jesus
be with you. 24 My love to all of you in Christ Jesus.

2 Corinthians 1.1–2
1 This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and from our brother
Timothy. I am writing to God’s church in Corinth and to all of his holy people throughout Greece. 2 May God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace.

2 Corinthians 1.3–7
3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merciful Father and the source of all comfort.
4 He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to
give them the same comfort God has given us. 5 For the more we suffer for Christ, the more God will shower us
with his comfort through Christ. 6 Even when we are weighed down with troubles, it is for your comfort and
salvation! For when we ourselves are comforted, we will certainly comfort you. Then you can patiently endure the
same things we suffer. 7 We are confident that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in the comfort
God gives us.

2 Corinthians 1.12–14
12 We can say with confidence and a clear conscience that we have lived with a God-given holiness and sincerity
in all our dealings. We have depended on God’s grace, not on our own human wisdom. That is how we have
conducted ourselves before the world, and especially toward you. 13 Our letters have been straightforward, and
there is nothing written between the lines and nothing you can’t understand. I hope someday you will fully
understand us, 14 even if you don’t understand us now. Then on the day when the Lord Jesus returns, you will be
proud of us in the same way we are proud of you.



2 Corinthians 1.15–22
15 Since I was so sure of your understanding and trust, I wanted to give you a double blessing by visiting you
twice—16 first on my way to Macedonia and again when I returned from Macedonia. Then you could send me on
my way to Judea. 17 You may be asking why I changed my plan. Do you think I make my plans carelessly? Do
you think I am like people of the world who say “Yes” when they really mean “No”? 18 As surely as God is
faithful, our word to you does not waver between “Yes” and “No.” 19 For Jesus Christ, the Son of God, does not
waver between “Yes” and “No.” He is the one whom Silas, Timothy, and I preached to you, and as God’s
ultimate “Yes,” he always does what he says. 20 For all of God’s promises have been fulfilled in Christ with a
resounding “Yes!” And through Christ, our “Amen” (which means “Yes”) ascends to God for his glory. 21 It is
God who enables us, along with you, to stand firm for Christ. He has commissioned us, 22 and he has identified
us as his own by placing the Holy Spirit in our hearts as the first installment that guarantees everything he has
promised us.

2 Corinthians 2.14–17
14 But thank God! He has made us his captives and continues to lead us along in Christ’s triumphal procession.
Now he uses us to spread the knowledge of Christ everywhere, like a sweet perfume. 15 Our lives are a
Christ-like fragrance rising up to God. But this fragrance is perceived differently by those who are being saved
and by those who are perishing. 16 To those who are perishing, we are a dreadful smell of death and doom. But to
those who are being saved, we are a life-giving perfume. And who is adequate for such a task as this? 17 You see,
we are not like the many hucksters who preach for personal profit. We preach the word of God with sincerity and
with Christ’s authority, knowing that God is watching us.

2 Corinthians 3.1–6
1 Are we beginning to praise ourselves again? Are we like others, who need to bring you letters of
recommendation, or who ask you to write such letters on their behalf? Surely not! 2 The only letter of
recommendation we need is you yourselves. Your lives are a letter written in our hearts; everyone can read it and
recognize our good work among you. 3 Clearly, you are a letter from Christ showing the result of our ministry
among you. This “letter” is written not with pen and ink, but with the Spirit of the living God. It is carved not on
tablets of stone, but on human hearts. 4 We are confident of all this because of our great trust in God through
Christ. 5 It is not that we think we are qualified to do anything on our own. Our qualification comes from God. 6
He has enabled us to be ministers of his new covenant. This is a covenant not of written laws, but of the Spirit.
The old written covenant ends in death; but under the new covenant, the Spirit gives life.

2 Corinthians 3.7–18
7 The old way, with laws etched in stone, led to death, though it began with such glory that the people of Israel
could not bear to look at Moses’ face. For his face shone with the glory of God, even though the brightness was
already fading away. 8 Shouldn’t we expect far greater glory under the new way, now that the Holy Spirit is
giving life? 9 If the old way, which brings condemnation, was glorious, how much more glorious is the new way,
which makes us right with God! 10 In fact, that first glory was not glorious at all compared with the
overwhelming glory of the new way. 11 So if the old way, which has been replaced, was glorious, how much
more glorious is the new, which remains forever! 12 Since this new way gives us such confidence, we can be very
bold. 13 We are not like Moses, who put a veil over his face so the people of Israel would not see the glory, even
though it was destined to fade away. 14 But the people’s minds were hardened, and to this day whenever the old
covenant is being read, the same veil covers their minds so they cannot understand the truth. And this veil can be
removed only by believing in Christ. 15 Yes, even today when they read Moses’ writings, their hearts are covered
with that veil, and they do not understand. 16 But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17
For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 So all of us who have had
that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and
more like him as we are changed into his glorious image.



2 Corinthians 4.1–18
1 Therefore, since God in his mercy has given us this new way, we never give up. 2 We reject all shameful deeds
and underhanded methods. We don’t try to trick anyone or distort the word of God. We tell the truth before God,
and all who are honest know this. 3 If the Good News we preach is hidden behind a veil, it is hidden only from
people who are perishing. 4 Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe.
They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this message about the glory of
Christ, who is the exact likeness of God. 5 You see, we don’t go around preaching about ourselves. We preach
that Jesus Christ is Lord, and we ourselves are your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let there be
light in the darkness,” has made this light shine in our hearts so we could know the glory of God that is seen in
the face of Jesus Christ. 7 We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile clay jars
containing this great treasure. This makes it clear that our great power is from God, not from ourselves. 8 We are
pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but not driven to despair. 9 We are
hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get knocked down, but we are not destroyed. 10 Through
suffering, our bodies continue to share in the death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus may also be seen in our
bodies. 11 Yes, we live under constant danger of death because we serve Jesus, so that the life of Jesus will be
evident in our dying bodies. 12 So we live in the face of death, but this has resulted in eternal life for you. 13 But
we continue to preach because we have the same kind of faith the psalmist had when he said, “I believed in God,
so I spoke.” 14 We know that God, who raised the Lord Jesus, will also raise us with Jesus and present us to
himself together with you. 15 All of this is for your benefit. And as God’s grace reaches more and more people,
there will be great thanksgiving, and God will receive more and more glory. 16 That is why we never give up.
Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed every day. 17 For our present troubles are small and
won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! 18 So we
don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we
see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever.

2 Corinthians 5.1–10
1 For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that is, when we die and leave this earthly
body), we will have a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God himself and not by human hands. 2
We grow weary in our present bodies, and we long to put on our heavenly bodies like new clothing. 3 For we will
put on heavenly bodies; we will not be spirits without bodies. 4 While we live in these earthly bodies, we groan
and sigh, but it’s not that we want to die and get rid of these bodies that clothe us. Rather, we want to put on our
new bodies so that these dying bodies will be swallowed up by life. 5 God himself has prepared us for this, and as
a guarantee he has given us his Holy Spirit. 6 So we are always confident, even though we know that as long as
we live in these bodies we are not at home with the Lord. 7 For we live by believing and not by seeing. 8 Yes, we
are fully confident, and we would rather be away from these earthly bodies, for then we will be at home with the
Lord. 9 So whether we are here in this body or away from this body, our goal is to please him. 10 For we must
all stand before Christ to be judged. We will each receive whatever we deserve for the good or evil we have done
in this earthly body.

2 Corinthians 5.11–21
11 Because we understand our fearful responsibility to the Lord, we work hard to persuade others. God knows we
are sincere, and I hope you know this, too. 12 Are we commending ourselves to you again? No, we are giving
you a reason to be proud of us, so you can answer those who brag about having a spectacular ministry rather than
having a sincere heart. 13 If it seems we are crazy, it is to bring glory to God. And if we are in our right minds, it
is for your benefit. 14 Either way, Christ’s love controls us. Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also
believe that we have all died to our old life. 15 He died for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no
longer live for themselves. Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for them. 16 So we have
stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we thought of Christ merely from a human
point of view. How differently we know him now! 17 This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a
new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 18 And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back
to himself through Christ. And God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. 19 For God was in Christ,



reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful
message of reconciliation. 20 So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for
Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” 21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for
our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ.

2 Corinthians 6.1–2
1 As God’s partners, we beg you not to accept this marvelous gift of God’s kindness and then ignore it. 2 For God
says, “At just the right time, I heard you. On the day of salvation, I helped you.” Indeed, the “right time” is now.
Today is the day of salvation.

2 Corinthians 6.14–18
14 Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can righteousness be a partner with wickedness? How can
light live with darkness? 15 What harmony can there be between Christ and the devil? How can a believer be a
partner with an unbeliever? 16 And what union can there be between God’s temple and idols? For we are the
temple of the living God. As God said:  “I will live in them and walk among them. I will be their God, and they
will be my people. 17 Therefore, come out from among unbelievers, and separate yourselves from them, says the
LORD. Don’t touch their filthy things, and I will welcome you. 18 And I will be your Father, and you will be my
sons and daughters, says the LORD Almighty.”

2 Corinthians 8.1–5
1 Now I want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, what God in his kindness has done through the churches in
Macedonia. 2 They are being tested by many troubles, and they are very poor. But they are also filled with
abundant joy, which has overflowed in rich generosity. 3 For I can testify that they gave not only what they could
afford, but far more. And they did it of their own free will. 4 They begged us again and again for the privilege of
sharing in the gift for the believers in Jerusalem. 5 They even did more than we had hoped, for their first action
was to give themselves to the Lord and to us, just as God wanted them to do.

2 Corinthians 8.6–9
6 So we have urged Titus, who encouraged your giving in the first place, to return to you and encourage you to
finish this ministry of giving. 7 Since you excel in so many ways—in your faith, your gifted speakers, your
knowledge, your enthusiasm, and your love from us—I want you to excel also in this gracious act of giving. 8 I
am not commanding you to do this. But I am testing how genuine your love is by comparing it with the eagerness
of the other churches. 9 You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he was rich, yet for your
sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could make you rich.

2 Corinthians 11.30–33
30 If I must boast, I would rather boast about the things that show how weak I am. 31 God, the Father of our
Lord Jesus, who is worthy of eternal praise, knows I am not lying. 32 When I was in Damascus, the governor
under King Aretas kept guards at the city gates to catch me. 33 I had to be lowered in a basket through a window
in the city wall to escape from him.



2 Corinthians 12.1–10
1 This boasting will do no good, but I must go on. I will reluctantly tell about visions and revelations from the
Lord. 2 I was caught up to the third heaven fourteen years ago. Whether I was in my body or out of my body, I
don’t know—only God knows. 3 Yes, only God knows whether I was in my body or outside my body. But I do
know 4 that I was caught up to paradise and heard things so astounding that they cannot be expressed in words,
things no human is allowed to tell. 5 That experience is worth boasting about, but I’m not going to do it. I will
boast only about my weaknesses. 6 If I wanted to boast, I would be no fool in doing so, because I would be telling
the truth. But I won’t do it, because I don’t want anyone to give me credit beyond what they can see in my life or
hear in my message, 7 even though I have received such wonderful revelations from God. So to keep me from
becoming proud, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger from Satan to torment me and keep me from
becoming proud. 8 Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away. 9 Each time he said, “My grace is all
you need. My power works best in weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power
of Christ can work through me. 10 That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships,
persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

2 Corinthians 12.19–21
19 Perhaps you think we’re saying these things just to defend ourselves. No, we tell you this as Christ’s servants,
and with God as our witness. Everything we do, dear friends, is to strengthen you. 20 For I am afraid that when I
come I won’t like what I find, and you won’t like my response. I am afraid that I will find quarreling, jealousy,
anger, selfishness, slander, gossip, arrogance, and disorderly behavior. 21 Yes, I am afraid that when I come
again, God will humble me in your presence. And I will be grieved because many of you have not given up your
old sins. You have not repented of your impurity, sexual immorality, and eagerness for lustful pleasure.

2 Corinthians 13.1–6
1 This is the third time I am coming to visit you (and as the Scriptures say, “The facts of every case must be
established by the testimony of two or three witnesses”). 2 I have already warned those who had been sinning
when I was there on my second visit. Now I again warn them and all others, just as I did before, that next time I
will not spare them. 3 I will give you all the proof you want that Christ speaks through me. Christ is not weak
when he deals with you; he is powerful among you. 4 Although he was crucified in weakness, he now lives by the
power of God. We, too, are weak, just as Christ was, but when we deal with you we will be alive with him and
will have God’s power. 5 Examine yourselves to see if your faith is genuine. Test yourselves. Surely you know
that Jesus Christ is among you; if not, you have failed the test of genuine faith. 6 As you test yourselves, I hope
you will recognize that we have not failed the test of apostolic authority.

2 Corinthians 13.11–14
11 Dear brothers and sisters, I close my letter with these last words: Be joyful. Grow to maturity. Encourage each
other. Live in harmony and peace. Then the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet each other with a
sacred kiss. 13 All of God’s people here send you their greetings. 14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Galatians 1.1–5
1 This letter is from Paul, an apostle. I was not appointed by any group of people or any human authority, but by
Jesus Christ himself and by God the Father, who raised Jesus from the dead. 2 All the brothers and sisters here
join me in sending this letter to the churches of Galatia. 3 May God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ give you
grace and peace. 4 Jesus gave his life for our sins, just as God our Father planned, in order to rescue us from this
evil world in which we live. 5 All glory to God forever and ever! Amen.



Galatians 1.6–10
6 I am shocked that you are turning away so soon from God, who called you to himself through the loving mercy
of Christ. You are following a different way that pretends to be the Good News 7 but is not the Good News at all.
You are being fooled by those who deliberately twist the truth concerning Christ. 8 Let God’s curse fall on
anyone, including us or even an angel from heaven, who preaches a different kind of Good News than the one we
preached to you. 9 I say again what we have said before: If anyone preaches any other Good News than the one
you welcomed, let that person be cursed. 10 Obviously, I’m not trying to win the approval of people, but of God.
If pleasing people were my goal, I would not be Christ’s servant.

Galatians 1.11–24
11 Dear brothers and sisters, I want you to understand that the gospel message I preach is not based on mere
human reasoning. 12 I received my message from no human source, and no one taught me. Instead, I received it
by direct revelation from Jesus Christ. 13 You know what I was like when I followed the Jewish religion—how I
violently persecuted God’s church. I did my best to destroy it. 14 I was far ahead of my fellow Jews in my zeal
for the traditions of my ancestors. 15 But even before I was born, God chose me and called me by his marvelous
grace. Then it pleased him 16 to reveal his Son to me so that I would proclaim the Good News about Jesus to the
Gentiles. When this happened, I did not rush out to consult with any human being. 17 Nor did I go up to
Jerusalem to consult with those who were apostles before I was. Instead, I went away into Arabia, and later I
returned to the city of Damascus. 18 Then three years later I went to Jerusalem to get to know Peter, and I stayed
with him for fifteen days. 19 The only other apostle I met at that time was James, the Lord’s brother. 20 I declare
before God that what I am writing to you is not a lie. 21 After that visit I went north into the provinces of Syria
and Cilicia. 22 And still the churches in Christ that are in Judea didn’t know me personally. 23 All they knew was
that people were saying, “The one who used to persecute us is now preaching the very faith he tried to destroy!”
24 And they praised God because of me.

Galatians 2.15–21
15 “You and I are Jews by birth, not ‘sinners’ like the Gentiles. 16 Yet we know that a person is made right with
God by faith in Jesus Christ, not by obeying the law. And we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we might be
made right with God because of our faith in Christ, not because we have obeyed the law. For no one will ever be
made right with God by obeying the law.” 17 But suppose we seek to be made right with God through faith in
Christ and then we are found guilty because we have abandoned the law. Would that mean Christ has led us into
sin? Absolutely not! 18 Rather, I am a sinner if I rebuild the old system of law I already tore down. 19 For when I
tried to keep the law, it condemned me. So I died to the law—I stopped trying to meet all its requirements—so that
I might live for God. 20 My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in
me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do
not treat the grace of God as meaningless. For if keeping the law could make us right with God, then there was no
need for Christ to die.

Galatians 3.1–14
1 Oh, foolish Galatians! Who has cast an evil spell on you? For the meaning of Jesus Christ’s death was made as
clear to you as if you had seen a picture of his death on the cross. 2 Let me ask you this one question: Did you
receive the Holy Spirit by obeying the law of Moses? Of course not! You received the Spirit because you believed
the message you heard about Christ. 3 How foolish can you be? After starting your new lives in the Spirit, why
are you now trying to become perfect by your own human effort? 4 Have you experienced so much for nothing?
Surely it was not in vain, was it? 5 I ask you again, does God give you the Holy Spirit and work miracles among
you because you obey the law? Of course not! It is because you believe the message you heard about Christ. 6 In
the same way, “Abraham believed God, and God counted him as righteous because of his faith.” 7 The real
children of Abraham, then, are those who put their faith in God. 8 What’s more, the Scriptures looked forward to
this time when God would make the Gentiles right in his sight because of their faith. God proclaimed this good
news to Abraham long ago when he said, “All nations will be blessed through you.” 9 So all who put their faith in



Christ share the same blessing Abraham received because of his faith. 10 But those who depend on the law to
make them right with God are under his curse, for the Scriptures say, “Cursed is everyone who does not observe
and obey all the commands that are written in God’s Book of the Law.” 11 So it is clear that no one can be made
right with God by trying to keep the law. For the Scriptures say, “It is through faith that a righteous person has
life.” 12 This way of faith is very different from the way of law, which says, “It is through obeying the law that a
person has life.” 13 But Christ has rescued us from the curse pronounced by the law. When he was hung on the
cross, he took upon himself the curse for our wrongdoing. For it is written in the Scriptures, “Cursed is everyone
who is hung on a tree.” 14 Through Christ Jesus, God has blessed the Gentiles with the same blessing he
promised to Abraham, so that we who are believers might receive the promised Holy Spirit through faith.

Galatians 3.15–22
15 Dear brothers and sisters, here’s an example from everyday life. Just as no one can set aside or amend an
irrevocable agreement, so it is in this case. 16 God gave the promises to Abraham and his child. And notice that
the Scripture doesn’t say “to his children,” as if it meant many descendants. Rather, it says “to his child”—and
that, of course, means Christ. 17 This is what I am trying to say: The agreement God made with Abraham could
not be canceled 430 years later when God gave the law to Moses. God would be breaking his promise. 18 For if
the inheritance could be received by keeping the law, then it would not be the result of accepting God’s promise.
But God graciously gave it to Abraham as a promise. 19 Why, then, was the law given? It was given alongside the
promise to show people their sins. But the law was designed to last only until the coming of the child who was
promised. God gave his law through angels to Moses, who was the mediator between God and the people. 20
Now a mediator is helpful if more than one party must reach an agreement. But God, who is one, did not use a
mediator when he gave his promise to Abraham. 21 Is there a conflict, then, between God’s law and God’s
promises? Absolutely not! If the law could give us new life, we could be made right with God by obeying it. 22
But the Scriptures declare that we are all prisoners of sin, so we receive God’s promise of freedom only by
believing in Jesus Christ.

Galatians 3.23–29
23 Before the way of faith in Christ was available to us, we were placed under guard by the law. We were kept in
protective custody, so to speak, until the way of faith was revealed. 24 Let me put it another way. The law was
our guardian until Christ came; it protected us until we could be made right with God through faith. 25 And now
that the way of faith has come, we no longer need the law as our guardian. 26 For you are all children of God
through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 And all who have been united with Christ in baptism have put on Christ, like
putting on new clothes. 28 There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male and female. For you are all one
in Christ Jesus. 29 And now that you belong to Christ, you are the true children of Abraham. You are his heirs,
and God’s promise to Abraham belongs to you.

Galatians 4.1–7
1 Think of it this way. If a father dies and leaves an inheritance for his young children, those children are not
much better off than slaves until they grow up, even though they actually own everything their father had. 2 They
have to obey their guardians until they reach whatever age their father set. 3 And that’s the way it was with us
before Christ came. We were like children; we were slaves to the basic spiritual principles of this world. 4 But
when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. 5 God sent him to buy freedom
for us who were slaves to the law, so that he could adopt us as his very own children. 6 And because we are his
children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, prompting us to call out, “Abba, Father.” 7 Now you
are no longer a slave but God’s own child. And since you are his child, God has made you his heir.



Galatians 4.12–16
12 Dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to live as I do in freedom from these things, for I have become like
you Gentiles—free from those laws. You did not mistreat me when I first preached to you. 13 Surely you
remember that I was sick when I first brought you the Good News. 14 But even though my condition tempted you
to reject me, you did not despise me or turn me away. No, you took me in and cared for me as though I were an
angel from God or even Christ Jesus himself. 15 Where is that joyful and grateful spirit you felt then? I am sure
you would have taken out your own eyes and given them to me if it had been possible. 16 Have I now become
your enemy because I am telling you the truth?

Galatians 6.14–18
14 As for me, may I never boast about anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. Because of that cross,
my interest in this world has been crucified, and the world’s interest in me has also died. 15 It doesn’t matter
whether we have been circumcised or not. What counts is whether we have been transformed into a new creation.
16 May God’s peace and mercy be upon all who live by this principle; they are the new people of God. 17 From
now on, don’t let anyone trouble me with these things. For I bear on my body the scars that show I belong to
Jesus. 18 Dear brothers and sisters, may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

Ephesians 1.1–2
1 This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus. I am writing to God’s holy
people in Ephesus, who are faithful followers of Christ Jesus. 2 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
give you grace and peace.

Ephesians 1.3–8
3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly realms because we are united with Christ. 4 Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us
in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. 5 God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by
bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure. 6 So we
praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son. 7 He is so rich in kindness
and grace that he purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave our sins. 8 He has showered his
kindness on us, along with all wisdom and understanding.

Ephesians 1.9–11
9 God has now revealed to us his mysterious will regarding Christ—which is to fulfill his own good plan. 10 And
this is the plan: At the right time he will bring everything together under the authority of Christ—everything in
heaven and on earth. 11 Furthermore, because we are united with Christ, we have received an inheritance from
God, for he chose us in advance, and he makes everything work out according to his plan.

Ephesians 1.12–14
12 God’s purpose was that we Jews who were the first to trust in Christ would bring praise and glory to God. 13
And now you Gentiles have also heard the truth, the Good News that God saves you. And when you believed in
Christ, he identified you as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long ago. 14 The Spirit is
God’s guarantee that he will give us the inheritance he promised and that he has purchased us to be his own
people. He did this so we would praise and glorify him.



Ephesians 1.15–18
15 Ever since I first heard of your strong faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for God’s people everywhere, 16 I
have not stopped thanking God for you. I pray for you constantly, 17 asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, to give you spiritual wisdom and insight so that you might grow in your knowledge of God. 18 I
pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the confident hope he has given to those
he called—his holy people who are his rich and glorious inheritance.

Ephesians 1.19–23
19 I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe him. This is the
same mighty power 20 that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in
the heavenly realms. 21 Now he is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else—not only
in this world but also in the world to come. 22 God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made
him head over all things for the benefit of the church. 23 And the church is his body; it is made full and complete
by Christ, who fills all things everywhere with himself.

Ephesians 2.1–10
1 Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. 2 You used to live in sin, just like the
rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in
the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. 3 All of us used to live that way, following the passionate desires and
inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else. 4 But
God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5 that even though we were dead because of our sins, he gave
us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!) 6 For he raised
us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are united with
Christ Jesus. 7 So God can point to us in all future ages as examples of the incredible wealth of his grace and
kindness toward us, as shown in all he has done for us who are united with Christ Jesus. 8 God saved you by his
grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for
the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. 10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created
us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.

Ephesians 2.11–18
11 Don’t forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders. You were called “uncircumcised heathens” by the Jews,
who were proud of their circumcision, even though it affected only their bodies and not their hearts. 12 In those
days you were living apart from Christ. You were excluded from citizenship among the people of Israel, and you
did not know the covenant promises God had made to them. You lived in this world without God and without
hope. 13 But now you have been united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far away from God, but now you have
been brought near to him through the blood of Christ. 14 For Christ himself has brought peace to us. He united
Jews and Gentiles into one people when, in his own body on the cross, he broke down the wall of hostility that
separated us. 15 He did this by ending the system of law with its commandments and regulations. He made peace
between Jews and Gentiles by creating in himself one new people from the two groups. 16 Together as one body,
Christ reconciled both groups to God by means of his death on the cross, and our hostility toward each other was
put to death. 17 He brought this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who were far away from him, and peace to
the Jews who were near. 18 Now all of us can come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because of what
Christ has done for us.



Ephesians 2.19–22
19 So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens along with all of God’s holy
people. You are members of God’s family. 20 Together, we are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles
and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. 21 We are carefully joined together in him,
becoming a holy temple for the Lord. 22 Through him you Gentiles are also being made part of this dwelling
where God lives by his Spirit.

Ephesians 3.1–13
1 When I think of all this, I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus for the benefit of you Gentiles … 2 assuming, by the
way, that you know God gave me the special responsibility of extending his grace to you Gentiles. 3 As I briefly
wrote earlier, God himself revealed his mysterious plan to me. 4 As you read what I have written, you will
understand my insight into this plan regarding Christ. 5 God did not reveal it to previous generations, but now by
his Spirit he has revealed it to his holy apostles and prophets. 6 And this is God’s plan: Both Gentiles and Jews
who believe the Good News share equally in the riches inherited by God’s children. Both are part of the same
body, and both enjoy the promise of blessings because they belong to Christ Jesus. 7 By God’s grace and mighty
power, I have been given the privilege of serving him by spreading this Good News. 8 Though I am the least
deserving of all God’s people, he graciously gave me the privilege of telling the Gentiles about the endless
treasures available to them in Christ. 9 I was chosen to explain to everyone this mysterious plan that God, the
Creator of all things, had kept secret from the beginning. 10 God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to
display his wisdom in its rich variety to all the unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was
his eternal plan, which he carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 Because of Christ and our faith in him,
we can now come boldly and confidently into God’s presence. 13 So please don’t lose heart because of my trials
here. I am suffering for you, so you should feel honored.

Ephesians 3.14–21
14 When I think of all this, I fall to my knees and pray to the Father, 15 the Creator of everything in heaven and
on earth. 16 I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength through
his Spirit. 17 Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow down into
God’s love and keep you strong. 18 And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how
wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is. 19 May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too
great to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from
God. 20 Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely
more than we might ask or think. 21 Glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all generations
forever and ever! Amen.

Ephesians 4.1–6
1 Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been
called by God. 2 Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s
faults because of your love. 3 Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves
together with peace. 4 For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called to one glorious hope for
the future. 5 There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all, in all, and
living through all.



Ephesians 4.11–16
11 Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors
and teachers. 12 Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of
Christ. 13 This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will
be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be
immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be
influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth. 15 Instead, we will speak the
truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. 16 He
makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow,
so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.

Ephesians 4.20–32
20 But that isn’t what you learned about Christ. 21 Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned the truth
that comes from him, 22 throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is corrupted by lust
and deception. 23 Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. 24 Put on your new nature, created to
be like God—truly righteous and holy. 25 So stop telling lies. Let us tell our neighbors the truth, for we are all
parts of the same body. 26 And “don’t sin by letting anger control you.” Don’t let the sun go down while you are
still angry, 27 for anger gives a foothold to the devil. 28 If you are a thief, quit stealing. Instead, use your hands
for good hard work, and then give generously to others in need. 29 Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let
everything you say be good and helpful, so that your words will be an encouragement to those who hear them. 30
And do not bring sorrow to God’s Holy Spirit by the way you live. Remember, he has identified you as his own,
guaranteeing that you will be saved on the day of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh
words, and slander, as well as all types of evil behavior. 32 Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you.

Ephesians 5.1–2
1 Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear children. 2 Live a life filled with love,
following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered himself as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God.

Ephesians 5.3–5
3 Let there be no sexual immorality, impurity, or greed among you. Such sins have no place among God’s people.
4 Obscene stories, foolish talk, and coarse jokes—these are not for you. Instead, let there be thankfulness to God.
5 You can be sure that no immoral, impure, or greedy person will inherit the Kingdom of Christ and of God. For
a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world.

Ephesians 5.15–20
15 So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who are wise. 16 Make the most of every
opportunity in these evil days. 17 Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to do. 18
Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit, 19 singing
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, and making music to the Lord in your hearts. 20 And
give thanks for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 6.23–24
23 Peace be with you, dear brothers and sisters, and may God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you love
with faithfulness. 24 May God’s grace be eternally upon all who love our Lord Jesus Christ.



Philippians 1.1–2
1 This letter is from Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus. I am writing to all of God’s holy people in Philippi
who belong to Christ Jesus, including the church leaders and deacons. 2 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ give you grace and peace.

Philippians 1.3–11
3 Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God. 4 Whenever I pray, I make my requests for all of you with
joy, 5 for you have been my partners in spreading the Good News about Christ from the time you first heard it
until now. 6 And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is
finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns. 7 So it is right that I should feel as I do about all of you, for
you have a special place in my heart. You share with me the special favor of God, both in my imprisonment and
in defending and confirming the truth of the Good News. 8 God knows how much I love you and long for you
with the tender compassion of Christ Jesus. 9 I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you
will keep on growing in knowledge and understanding. 10 For I want you to understand what really matters, so
that you may live pure and blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return. 11 May you always be filled with the
fruit of your salvation—the righteous character produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for this will bring much
glory and praise to God.

Philippians 1.12–19
12 And I want you to know, my dear brothers and sisters, that everything that has happened to me here has helped
to spread the Good News. 13 For everyone here, including the whole palace guard, knows that I am in chains
because of Christ. 14 And because of my imprisonment, most of the believers here have gained confidence and
boldly speak God’s message without fear. 15 It’s true that some are preaching out of jealousy and rivalry. But
others preach about Christ with pure motives. 16 They preach because they love me, for they know I have been
appointed to defend the Good News. 17 Those others do not have pure motives as they preach about Christ. They
preach with selfish ambition, not sincerely, intending to make my chains more painful to me. 18 But that doesn’t
matter. Whether their motives are false or genuine, the message about Christ is being preached either way, so I
rejoice. And I will continue to rejoice. 19 For I know that as you pray for me and the Spirit of Jesus Christ helps
me, this will lead to my deliverance.

Philippians 1.20–26
20 For I fully expect and hope that I will never be ashamed, but that I will continue to be bold for Christ, as I have
been in the past. And I trust that my life will bring honor to Christ, whether I live or die. 21 For to me, living
means living for Christ, and dying is even better. 22 But if I live, I can do more fruitful work for Christ. So I
really don’t know which is better. 23 I’m torn between two desires: I long to go and be with Christ, which would
be far better for me. 24 But for your sakes, it is better that I continue to live. 25 Knowing this, I am convinced
that I will remain alive so I can continue to help all of you grow and experience the joy of your faith. 26 And
when I come to you again, you will have even more reason to take pride in Christ Jesus because of what he is
doing through me.

Philippians 2.1–11
1 Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any comfort from his love? Any fellowship together in
the Spirit? Are your hearts tender and compassionate? 2 Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly
with each other, loving one another, and working together with one mind and purpose. 3 Don’t be selfish; don’t
try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves. 4 Don’t look out only for your own
interests, but take an interest in others, too. 5 You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 6 Though he
was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. 7 Instead, he gave up his divine
privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human
form, 8 he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross. 9 Therefore, God elevated



him to the place of highest honor and gave him the name above all other names, 10 that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue declare that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Philippians 3.2–11
2 Watch out for those dogs, those people who do evil, those mutilators who say you must be circumcised to be
saved. 3 For we who worship by the Spirit of God are the ones who are truly circumcised. We rely on what
Christ Jesus has done for us. We put no confidence in human effort, 4 though I could have confidence in my own
effort if anyone could. Indeed, if others have reason for confidence in their own efforts, I have even more! 5 I was
circumcised when I was eight days old. I am a pure-blooded citizen of Israel and a member of the tribe of
Benjamin—a real Hebrew if there ever was one! I was a member of the Pharisees, who demand the strictest
obedience to the Jewish law. 6 I was so zealous that I harshly persecuted the church. And as for righteousness, I
obeyed the law without fault. 7 I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them worthless
because of what Christ has done. 8 Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I
could gain Christ 9 and become one with him. I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying the
law; rather, I become righteous through faith in Christ. For God’s way of making us right with himself depends
on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and experience the mighty power that raised him from the dead. I want to
suffer with him, sharing in his death, 11 so that one way or another I will experience the resurrection from the
dead!

Philippians 3.12–14
12 I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have already reached perfection. But I
press on to possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed me. 13 No, dear brothers and sisters, I
have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, 14 I
press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling
us.

Philippians 3.17–21
17 Dear brothers and sisters, pattern your lives after mine, and learn from those who follow our example. 18 For
I have told you often before, and I say it again with tears in my eyes, that there are many whose conduct shows
they are really enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 They are headed for destruction. Their god is their appetite, they
brag about shameful things, and they think only about this life here on earth. 20 But we are citizens of heaven,
where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we are eagerly waiting for him to return as our Savior. 21 He will take
our weak mortal bodies and change them into glorious bodies like his own, using the same power with which he
will bring everything under his control.

Philippians 4.4–7
4 Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again—rejoice! 5 Let everyone see that you are considerate in all you
do. Remember, the Lord is coming soon. 6 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God
what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 7 Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds
anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.



Philippians 4.18–20
18 At the moment I have all I need—and more! I am generously supplied with the gifts you sent me with
Epaphroditus. They are a sweet-smelling sacrifice that is acceptable and pleasing to God. 19 And this same God
who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ
Jesus. 20 Now all glory to God our Father forever and ever! Amen.

Philippians 4.18–20
18 At the moment I have all I need—and more! I am generously supplied with the gifts you sent me with
Epaphroditus. They are a sweet-smelling sacrifice that is acceptable and pleasing to God. 19 And this same God
who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ
Jesus. 20 Now all glory to God our Father forever and ever! Amen.

Philippians 4.21–23
21 Give my greetings to each of God’s holy people—all who belong to Christ Jesus. The brothers who are with
me send you their greetings. 22 And all the rest of God’s people send you greetings, too, especially those in
Caesar’s household. 23 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

Colossians 1.1–2
1 This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and from our brother
Timothy. 2 We are writing to God’s holy people in the city of Colosse, who are faithful brothers and sisters in
Christ. May God our Father give you grace and peace.

Colossians 1.3–5
3 We always pray for you, and we give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we have heard
of your faith in Christ Jesus and your love for all of God’s people, 5 which come from your confident hope of
what God has reserved for you in heaven. You have had this expectation ever since you first heard the truth of the
Good News.

Colossians 1.11–14
11 We also pray that you will be strengthened with all his glorious power so you will have all the endurance and
patience you need. May you be filled with joy, 12 always thanking the Father. He has enabled you to share in the
inheritance that belongs to his people, who live in the light. 13 For he has rescued us from the kingdom of
darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of his dear Son, 14 who purchased our freedom and forgave our
sins.

Colossians 1.15–20
15 Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is supreme over all
creation, 16 for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth. He made the things we
can see and the things we can’t see— such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world.
Everything was created through him and for him. 17 He existed before anything else, and he holds all creation
together. 18 Christ is also the head of the church, which is his body. He is the beginning, supreme over all who
rise from the dead. So he is first in everything. 19 For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, 20 and
through him God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by
means of Christ’s blood on the cross.



Colossians 1.21–22
21 This includes you who were once far away from God. You were his enemies, separated from him by your evil
thoughts and actions. 22 Yet now he has reconciled you to himself through the death of Christ in his physical
body. As a result, he has brought you into his own presence, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before
him without a single fault.

Colossians 1.24–29
24 I am glad when I suffer for you in my body, for I am participating in the sufferings of Christ that continue for
his body, the church. 25 God has given me the responsibility of serving his church by proclaiming his entire
message to you. 26 This message was kept secret for centuries and generations past, but now it has been revealed
to God’s people. 27 For God wanted them to know that the riches and glory of Christ are for you Gentiles, too.
And this is the secret: Christ lives in you. This gives you assurance of sharing his glory. 28 So we tell others
about Christ, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all the wisdom God has given us. We want to present
them to God, perfect in their relationship to Christ. 29 That’s why I work and struggle so hard, depending on
Christ’s mighty power that works within me.

Colossians 2.1–3
1 I want you to know how much I have agonized for you and for the church at Laodicea, and for many other
believers who have never met me personally. 2 I want them to be encouraged and knit together by strong ties of
love. I want them to have complete confidence that they understand God’s mysterious plan, which is Christ
himself. 3 In him lie hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

Colossians 2.6–10
6 And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow him. 7 Let your roots
grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were
taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness. 8 Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and
high-sounding nonsense that come from human thinking and from the spiritual powers of this world, rather than
from Christ. 9 For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body. 10 So you also are complete through
your union with Christ, who is the head over every ruler and authority.

Colossians 2.11–15
11 When you came to Christ, you were “circumcised,” but not by a physical procedure. Christ performed a
spiritual circumcision—the cutting away of your sinful nature. 12 For you were buried with Christ when you were
baptized. And with him you were raised to new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised
Christ from the dead. 13 You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut
away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. 14 He canceled the record of the charges
against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. 15 In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and
authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross.

Colossians 2.16–19
16 So don’t let anyone condemn you for what you eat or drink, or for not celebrating certain holy days or new
moon ceremonies or Sabbaths. 17 For these rules are only shadows of the reality yet to come. And Christ himself
is that reality. 18 Don’t let anyone condemn you by insisting on pious self-denial or the worship of angels, saying
they have had visions about these things. Their sinful minds have made them proud, 19 and they are not connected
to Christ, the head of the body. For he holds the whole body together with its joints and ligaments, and it grows as
God nourishes it.



Colossians 3.1–4
1 Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, where Christ sits in
the place of honor at God’s right hand. 2 Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth. 3 For you died
to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 And when Christ, who is your life, is revealed to the
whole world, you will share in all his glory.

Colossians 3.16–17
16 Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with all the
wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. 17 And whatever you
do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father.

Colossians 4.2–4
2 Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and a thankful heart. 3 Pray for us, too, that God will give us
many opportunities to speak about his mysterious plan concerning Christ. That is why I am here in chains. 4 Pray
that I will proclaim this message as clearly as I should.

1 Thessalonians 1.1
This letter is from Paul, Silas, and Timothy. We are writing to the church in Thessalonica, to you who belong to
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. May God give you grace and peace.

1 Thessalonians 1.8–10
8 And now the word of the Lord is ringing out from you to people everywhere, even beyond Macedonia and
Achaia, for wherever we go we find people telling us about your faith in God. We don’t need to tell them about it,
9 for they keep talking about the wonderful welcome you gave us and how you turned away from idols to serve
the living and true God. 10 And they speak of how you are looking forward to the coming of God’s Son from
heaven—Jesus, whom God raised from the dead. He is the one who has rescued us from the terrors of the coming
judgment.

1 Thessalonians 2.14–16
14 And then, dear brothers and sisters, you suffered persecution from your own countrymen. In this way, you
imitated the believers in God’s churches in Judea who, because of their belief in Christ Jesus, suffered from their
own people, the Jews. 15 For some of the Jews killed the prophets, and some even killed the Lord Jesus. Now
they have persecuted us, too. They fail to please God and work against all humanity 16 as they try to keep us from
preaching the Good News of salvation to the Gentiles. By doing this, they continue to pile up their sins. But the
anger of God has caught up with them at last.

1 Thessalonians 3.11–13
11 May God our Father and our Lord Jesus bring us to you very soon. 12 And may the Lord make your love for
one another and for all people grow and overflow, just as our love for you overflows. 13 May he, as a result,
make your hearts strong, blameless, and holy as you stand before God our Father when our Lord Jesus comes
again with all his holy people. Amen.



1 Thessalonians 4.1–8
1 Finally, dear brothers and sisters, we urge you in the name of the Lord Jesus to live in a way that pleases God,
as we have taught you. You live this way already, and we encourage you to do so even more. 2 For you
remember what we taught you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 3 God’s will is for you to be holy, so stay away
from all sexual sin. 4 Then each of you will control his own body and live in holiness and honor—5 not in lustful
passion like the pagans who do not know God and his ways. 6 Never harm or cheat a fellow believer in this matter
by violating his wife, for the Lord avenges all such sins, as we have solemnly warned you before. 7 God has
called us to live holy lives, not impure lives. 8 Therefore, anyone who refuses to live by these rules is not
disobeying human teaching but is rejecting God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you.

1 Thessalonians 4.13–18
13 And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to the believers who have died so
you will not grieve like people who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life
again, we also believe that when Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the believers who have died. 15 We
tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of
those who have died. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the believers who have died will rise from their
graves. 17 Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever. 18 So encourage each other with these words.

1 Thessalonians 5.9–11
9 For God chose to save us through our Lord Jesus Christ, not to pour out his anger on us. 10 Christ died for us
so that, whether we are dead or alive when he returns, we can live with him forever. 11 So encourage each other
and build each other up, just as you are already doing.

1 Thessalonians 5.12–22
12 Dear brothers and sisters, honor those who are your leaders in the Lord’s work. They work hard among you
and give you spiritual guidance. 13 Show them great respect and wholehearted love because of their work. And
live peacefully with each other. 14 Brothers and sisters, we urge you to warn those who are lazy. Encourage those
who are timid. Take tender care of those who are weak. Be patient with everyone. 15 See that no one pays back
evil for evil, but always try to do good to each other and to all people. 16 Always be joyful. 17 Never stop
praying. 18 Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus. 19 Do not
stifle the Holy Spirit. 20 Do not scoff at prophecies, 21 but test everything that is said. Hold on to what is good.
22 Stay away from every kind of evil.

1 Thessalonians 5.23–28
23 Now may the God of peace make you holy in every way, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept
blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again. 24 God will make this happen, for he who calls you is faithful.
25 Dear brothers and sisters, pray for us. 26 Greet all the brothers and sisters with a sacred kiss. 27 I command
you in the name of the Lord to read this letter to all the brothers and sisters. 28 May the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you.

2 Thessalonians 1.1–2
1 This letter is from Paul, Silas, and Timothy. We are writing to the church in Thessalonica, to you who belong to
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 2 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and
peace.



2 Thessalonians 1.7–10
7 And God will provide rest for you who are being persecuted and also for us when the Lord Jesus appears from
heaven. He will come with his mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire, bringing judgment on those who don’t know God
and on those who refuse to obey the Good News of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be punished with eternal
destruction, forever separated from the Lord and from his glorious power. 10 When he comes on that day, he will
receive glory from his holy people—praise from all who believe. And this includes you, for you believed what we
told you about him.

2 Thessalonians 1.11–12
11 So we keep on praying for you, asking our God to enable you to live a life worthy of his call. May he give you
the power to accomplish all the good things your faith prompts you to do. 12 Then the name of our Lord Jesus
will be honored because of the way you live, and you will be honored along with him. This is all made possible
because of the grace of our God and Lord, Jesus Christ.

2 Thessalonians 2.13–17
13 As for us, we can’t help but thank God for you, dear brothers and sisters loved by the Lord. We are always
thankful that God chose you to be among the first to experience salvation—a salvation that came through the Spirit
who makes you holy and through your belief in the truth. 14 He called you to salvation when we told you the
Good News; now you can share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 With all these things in mind, dear
brothers and sisters, stand firm and keep a strong grip on the teaching we passed on to you both in person and by
letter. 16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal comfort and a wonderful hope, 17 comfort you and strengthen you in every good thing you do and say.

2 Thessalonians 3.1–5
1 Finally, dear brothers and sisters, we ask you to pray for us. Pray that the Lord’s message will spread rapidly
and be honored wherever it goes, just as when it came to you. 2 Pray, too, that we will be rescued from wicked
and evil people, for not everyone is a believer. 3 But the Lord is faithful; he will strengthen you and guard you
from the evil one. 4 And we are confident in the Lord that you are doing and will continue to do the things we
commanded you. 5 May the Lord lead your hearts into a full understanding and expression of the love of God and
the patient endurance that comes from Christ.

2 Thessalonians 3.6
And now, dear brothers and sisters, we give you this command in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ: Stay away
from all believers who live idle lives and don’t follow the tradition they received from us.

2 Thessalonians 3.16–18
16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you his peace at all times and in every situation. The Lord be with
you all. 17 HERE IS MY GREETING IN MY OWN HANDWRITING—PAUL. I DO THIS IN ALL MY
LETTERS TO PROVE THEY ARE FROM ME. 18 May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

2 Thessalonians 3.12
We command such people and urge them in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and work to earn
their own living.



1 Timothy 1.1–2
1 This letter is from Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus, appointed by the command of God our Savior and Christ
Jesus, who gives us hope. 2 I am writing to Timothy, my true son in the faith. May God the Father and Christ
Jesus our Lord give you grace, mercy, and peace.

1 Timothy 1.12–17
12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength to do his work. He considered me trustworthy and
appointed me to serve him, 13 even though I used to blaspheme the name of Christ. In my insolence, I persecuted
his people. But God had mercy on me because I did it in ignorance and unbelief. 14 Oh, how generous and
gracious our Lord was! He filled me with the faith and love that come from Christ Jesus. 15 This is a trustworthy
saying, and everyone should accept it: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”—and I am the worst of
them all. 16 But God had mercy on me so that Christ Jesus could use me as a prime example of his great patience
with even the worst sinners. Then others will realize that they, too, can believe in him and receive eternal life. 17
All honor and glory to God forever and ever! He is the eternal King, the unseen one who never dies; he alone is
God. Amen.

1 Timothy 2.1–7
1 I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede on their behalf, and give thanks
for them. 2 Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet lives
marked by godliness and dignity. 3 This is good and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants everyone to be saved
and to understand the truth. 5 For, There is one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—the
man Christ Jesus. 6 He gave his life to purchase freedom for everyone. This is the message God gave to the world
at just the right time. 7 And I have been chosen as a preacher and apostle to teach the Gentiles this message about
faith and truth. I’m not exaggerating—just telling the truth.

1 Timothy 3.14–16
14 I am writing these things to you now, even though I hope to be with you soon, 15 so that if I am delayed, you
will know how people must conduct themselves in the household of God. This is the church of the living God,
which is the pillar and foundation of the truth. 16 Without question, this is the great mystery of our faith: Christ
was revealed in a human body and vindicated by the Spirit. He was seen by angels and announced to the nations.
He was believed in throughout the world and taken to heaven in glory.

1 Timothy 4.6–10
6 If you explain these things to the brothers and sisters, Timothy, you will be a worthy servant of Christ Jesus,
one who is nourished by the message of faith and the good teaching you have followed. 7 Do not waste time
arguing over godless ideas and old wives’ tales. Instead, train yourself to be godly. 8 “Physical training is good,
but training for godliness is much better, promising benefits in this life and in the life to come.” 9 This is a
trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it. 10 This is why we work hard and continue to struggle, for our
hope is in the living God, who is the Savior of all people and particularly of all believers.

1 Timothy 5.21
I solemnly command you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus and the highest angels to obey these instructions
without taking sides or showing favoritism to anyone.



1 Timothy 6.11–16
11 But you, Timothy, are a man of God; so run from all these evil things. Pursue righteousness and a godly life,
along with faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight for the true faith. Hold tightly to the
eternal life to which God has called you, which you have declared so well before many witnesses. 13 And I charge
you before God, who gives life to all, and before Christ Jesus, who gave a good testimony before Pontius Pilate,
14 that you obey this command without wavering. Then no one can find fault with you from now until our Lord
Jesus Christ comes again. 15 For at just the right time Christ will be revealed from heaven by the blessed and only
almighty God, the King of all kings and Lord of all lords. 16 He alone can never die, and he lives in light so
brilliant that no human can approach him. No human eye has ever seen him, nor ever will. All honor and power to
him forever! Amen.

2 Timothy 1.1–2
1 This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus. I have been sent out to tell
others about the life he has promised through faith in Christ Jesus. 2 I am writing to Timothy, my dear son. May
God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord give you grace, mercy, and peace.

2 Timothy 1.8–11
8 So never be ashamed to tell others about our Lord. And don’t be ashamed of me, either, even though I’m in
prison for him. With the strength God gives you, be ready to suffer with me for the sake of the Good News. 9 For
God saved us and called us to live a holy life. He did this, not because we deserved it, but because that was his
plan from before the beginning of time—to show us his grace through Christ Jesus. 10 And now he has made all
of this plain to us by the appearing of Christ Jesus, our Savior. He broke the power of death and illuminated the
way to life and immortality through the Good News. 11 And God chose me to be a preacher, an apostle, and a
teacher of this Good News.

2 Timothy 1.13–14
13 Hold on to the pattern of wholesome teaching you learned from me—a pattern shaped by the faith and love that
you have in Christ Jesus. 14 Through the power of the Holy Spirit who lives within us, carefully guard the
precious truth that has been entrusted to you.

2 Timothy 1.16–18
16 May the Lord show special kindness to Onesiphorus and all his family because he often visited and encouraged
me. He was never ashamed of me because I was in chains. 17 When he came to Rome, he searched everywhere
until he found me. 18 May the Lord show him special kindness on the day of Christ’s return. And you know very
well how helpful he was in Ephesus.

2 Timothy 2.1–2
1 Timothy, my dear son, be strong through the grace that God gives you in Christ Jesus. 2 You have heard me
teach things that have been confirmed by many reliable witnesses. Now teach these truths to other trustworthy
people who will be able to pass them on to others.

2 Timothy 2.8–10
8 Always remember that Jesus Christ, a descendant of King David, was raised from the dead. This is the Good
News I preach. 9 And because I preach this Good News, I am suffering and have been chained like a criminal.
But the word of God cannot be chained. 10 So I am willing to endure anything if it will bring salvation and eternal
glory in Christ Jesus to those God has chosen.



2 Timothy 2.19
But God’s truth stands firm like a foundation stone with this inscription: “The LORD knows those who are his,”
and “All who belong to the LORD must turn away from evil.”

2 Timothy 4.1–2
1 I solemnly urge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who will someday judge the living and the dead
when he comes to set up his Kingdom: 2 Preach the word of God. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or
not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good teaching.

Titus 1.1–4
1 This letter is from Paul, a slave of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ. I have been sent to proclaim faith to those
God has chosen and to teach them to know the truth that shows them how to live godly lives. 2 This truth gives
them confidence that they have eternal life, which God—who does not lie—promised them before the world began.
3 And now at just the right time he has revealed this message, which we announce to everyone. It is by the
command of God our Savior that I have been entrusted with this work for him. 4 I am writing to Titus, my true
son in the faith that we share. May God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior give you grace and peace.

Titus 2.9–14
9 Slaves must always obey their masters and do their best to please them. They must not talk back 10 or steal, but
must show themselves to be entirely trustworthy and good. Then they will make the teaching about God our
Savior attractive in every way. 11 For the grace of God has been revealed, bringing salvation to all people. 12
And we are instructed to turn from godless living and sinful pleasures. We should live in this evil world with
wisdom, righteousness, and devotion to God, 13 while we look forward with hope to that wonderful day when the
glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, will be revealed. 14 He gave his life to free us from every kind
of sin, to cleanse us, and to make us his very own people, totally committed to doing good deeds.

Titus 3.3–8
3 Once we, too, were foolish and disobedient. We were misled and became slaves to many lusts and pleasures.
Our lives were full of evil and envy, and we hated each other. 4 But—When God our Savior revealed his kindness
and love, 5 he saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He washed
away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit. 6 He generously poured out the Spirit
upon us through Jesus Christ our Savior. 7 Because of his grace he made us right in his sight and gave us
confidence that we will inherit eternal life. 8 This is a trustworthy saying, and I want you to insist on these
teachings so that all who trust in God will devote themselves to doing good. These teachings are good and
beneficial for everyone.

Philemon 1–3
1 This letter is from Paul, a prisoner for preaching the Good News about Christ Jesus, and from our brother
Timothy. I am writing to Philemon, our beloved co-worker, 2 and to our sister Apphia, and to our fellow soldier
Archippus, and to the church that meets in your house. 3 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you
grace and peace.



Philemon 4–7
4 I always thank my God when I pray for you, Philemon, 5 because I keep hearing about your faith in the Lord
Jesus and your love for all of God’s people. 6 And I am praying that you will put into action the generosity that
comes from your faith as you understand and experience all the good things we have in Christ. 7 Your love has
given me much joy and comfort, my brother, for your kindness has often refreshed the hearts of God’s people.

Hebrews 1.1–4
1 Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the prophets. 2 And now in these
final days, he has spoken to us through his Son. God promised everything to the Son as an inheritance, and
through the Son he created the universe. 3 The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very character of
God, and he sustains everything by the mighty power of his command. When he had cleansed us from our sins, he
sat down in the place of honor at the right hand of the majestic God in heaven. 4 This shows that the Son is far
greater than the angels, just as the name God gave him is greater than their names.

Hebrews 1.5–14
5 For God never said to any angel what he said to Jesus: “You are my Son. Today I have become your Father.”
God also said, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son.” 6 And when he brought his supreme Son into the
world, God said, “Let all of God’s angels worship him.” 7 Regarding the angels, he says, “He sends his angels
like the winds, his servants like flames of fire.” 8 But to the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, endures forever
and ever. You rule with a scepter of justice. 9 You love justice and hate evil. Therefore, O God, your God has
anointed you, pouring out the oil of joy on you more than on anyone else.” 10 He also says to the Son, “In the
beginning, Lord, you laid the foundation of the earth and made the heavens with your hands. 11 They will perish,
but you remain forever. They will wear out like old clothing. 12 You will fold them up like a cloak and discard
them like old clothing. But you are always the same; you will live forever.” 13 And God never said to any of the
angels, “Sit in the place of honor at my right hand until I humble your enemies, making them a footstool under
your feet.” 14 Therefore, angels are only servants—spirits sent to care for people who will inherit salvation.

Hebrews 2.1–4
1 So we must listen very carefully to the truth we have heard, or we may drift away from it. 2 For the message
God delivered through angels has always stood firm, and every violation of the law and every act of disobedience
was punished. 3 So what makes us think we can escape if we ignore this great salvation that was first announced
by the Lord Jesus himself and then delivered to us by those who heard him speak? 4 And God confirmed the
message by giving signs and wonders and various miracles and gifts of the Holy Spirit whenever he chose.

Hebrews 2.5–10
5 And furthermore, it is not angels who will control the future world we are talking about. 6 For in one place the
Scriptures say, “What are mere mortals that you should think about them, or a son of man that you should care for
him? 7 Yet for a little while you made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory and honor.
8 You gave them authority over all things.” Now when it says “all things,” it means nothing is left out. But we
have not yet seen all things put under their authority. 9 What we do see is Jesus, who for a little while was given a
position “a little lower than the angels”; and because he suffered death for us, he is now “crowned with glory and
honor.” Yes, by God’s grace, Jesus tasted death for everyone. 10 God, for whom and through whom everything
was made, chose to bring many children into glory. And it was only right that he should make Jesus, through his
suffering, a perfect leader, fit to bring them into their salvation.



Hebrews 2.11–18
11 So now Jesus and the ones he makes holy have the same Father. That is why Jesus is not ashamed to call them
his brothers and sisters. 12 For he said to God, “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters. I will
praise you among your assembled people.” 13 He also said, “I will put my trust in him,” that is, “I and the
children God has given me.” 14 Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh and blood—the Son
also became flesh and blood. For only as a human being could he die, and only by dying could he break the power
of the devil, who had the power of death. 15 Only in this way could he set free all who have lived their lives as
slaves to the fear of dying. 16 We also know that the Son did not come to help angels; he came to help the
descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore, it was necessary for him to be made in every respect like us, his brothers
and sisters, so that he could be our merciful and faithful High Priest before God. Then he could offer a sacrifice
that would take away the sins of the people. 18 Since he himself has gone through suffering and testing, he is able
to help us when we are being tested.

Hebrews 3.1–6
1 And so, dear brothers and sisters who belong to God and are partners with those called to heaven, think
carefully about this Jesus whom we declare to be God’s messenger and High Priest. 2 For he was faithful to God,
who appointed him, just as Moses served faithfully when he was entrusted with God’s entire house. 3 But Jesus
deserves far more glory than Moses, just as a person who builds a house deserves more praise than the house
itself. 4 For every house has a builder, but the one who built everything is God. 5 Moses was certainly faithful in
God’s house as a servant. His work was an illustration of the truths God would reveal later. 6 But Christ, as the
Son, is in charge of God’s entire house. And we are God’s house, if we keep our courage and remain confident in
our hope in Christ.

Hebrews 4.14–16
14 So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to
what we believe. 15 This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we
do, yet he did not sin. 16 So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his
mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most.

Hebrews 5.1–10
1 Every high priest is a man chosen to represent other people in their dealings with God. He presents their gifts to
God and offers sacrifices for their sins. 2 And he is able to deal gently with ignorant and wayward people because
he himself is subject to the same weaknesses. 3 That is why he must offer sacrifices for his own sins as well as
theirs. 4 And no one can become a high priest simply because he wants such an honor. He must be called by God
for this work, just as Aaron was. 5 That is why Christ did not honor himself by assuming he could become High
Priest. No, he was chosen by God, who said to him, “You are my Son. Today I have become your Father.” 6
And in another passage God said to him, “You are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.” 7 While Jesus
was here on earth, he offered prayers and pleadings, with a loud cry and tears, to the one who could rescue him
from death. And God heard his prayers because of his deep reverence for God. 8 Even though Jesus was God’s
Son, he learned obedience from the things he suffered. 9 In this way, God qualified him as a perfect High Priest,
and he became the source of eternal salvation for all those who obey him. 10 And God designated him to be a
High Priest in the order of Melchizedek.



Hebrews 6.1–6
1 So let us stop going over the basic teachings about Christ again and again. Let us go on instead and become
mature in our understanding. Surely we don’t need to start again with the fundamental importance of repenting
from evil deeds and placing our faith in God. 2 You don’t need further instruction about baptisms, the laying on of
hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And so, God willing, we will move forward to further
understanding. 4 For it is impossible to bring back to repentance those who were once enlightened—those who
have experienced the good things of heaven and shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 who have tasted the goodness of the
word of God and the power of the age to come—6 and who then turn away from God. It is impossible to bring
such people back to repentance; by rejecting the Son of God, they themselves are nailing him to the cross once
again and holding him up to public shame.

Hebrews 6.16–20
16 Now when people take an oath, they call on someone greater than themselves to hold them to it. And without
any question that oath is binding. 17 God also bound himself with an oath, so that those who received the promise
could be perfectly sure that he would never change his mind. 18 So God has given both his promise and his oath.
These two things are unchangeable because it is impossible for God to lie. Therefore, we who have fled to him for
refuge can have great confidence as we hold to the hope that lies before us. 19 This hope is a strong and
trustworthy anchor for our souls. It leads us through the curtain into God’s inner sanctuary. 20 Jesus has already
gone in there for us. He has become our eternal High Priest in the order of Melchizedek.

Hebrews 7.15–28
15 This change has been made very clear since a different priest, who is like Melchizedek, has appeared. 16 Jesus
became a priest, not by meeting the physical requirement of belonging to the tribe of Levi, but by the power of a
life that cannot be destroyed. 17 And the psalmist pointed this out when he prophesied, “You are a priest forever
in the order of Melchizedek.” 18 Yes, the old requirement about the priesthood was set aside because it was weak
and useless. 19 For the law never made anything perfect. But now we have confidence in a better hope, through
which we draw near to God. 20 This new system was established with a solemn oath. Aaron’s descendants
became priests without such an oath, 21 but there was an oath regarding Jesus. For God said to him, “The LORD
has taken an oath and will not break his vow: ‘You are a priest forever.’ ” 22 Because of this oath, Jesus is the
one who guarantees this better covenant with God. 23 There were many priests under the old system, for death
prevented them from remaining in office. 24 But because Jesus lives forever, his priesthood lasts forever. 25
Therefore he is able, once and forever, to save those who come to God through him. He lives forever to intercede
with God on their behalf. 26 He is the kind of high priest we need because he is holy and blameless, unstained by
sin. He has been set apart from sinners and has been given the highest place of honor in heaven. 27 Unlike those
other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices every day. They did this for their own sins first and then for
the sins of the people. But Jesus did this once for all when he offered himself as the sacrifice for the people’s sins.
28 The law appointed high priests who were limited by human weakness. But after the law was given, God
appointed his Son with an oath, and his Son has been made the perfect High Priest forever.



Hebrews 8.1–6
1 Here is the main point: We have a High Priest who sat down in the place of honor beside the throne of the
majestic God in heaven. 2 There he ministers in the heavenly Tabernacle, the true place of worship that was built
by the Lord and not by human hands. 3 And since every high priest is required to offer gifts and sacrifices, our
High Priest must make an offering, too. 4 If he were here on earth, he would not even be a priest, since there
already are priests who offer the gifts required by the law. 5 They serve in a system of worship that is only a
copy, a shadow of the real one in heaven. For when Moses was getting ready to build the Tabernacle, God gave
him this warning: “Be sure that you make everything according to the pattern I have shown you here on the
mountain.” 6 But now Jesus, our High Priest, has been given a ministry that is far superior to the old priesthood,
for he is the one who mediates for us a far better covenant with God, based on better promises.

Hebrews 9.11–15
11 So Christ has now become the High Priest over all the good things that have come. He has entered that greater,
more perfect Tabernacle in heaven, which was not made by human hands and is not part of this created world. 12
With his own blood—not the blood of goats and calves—he entered the Most Holy Place once for all time and
secured our redemption forever. 13 Under the old system, the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer
could cleanse people’s bodies from ceremonial impurity. 14 Just think how much more the blood of Christ will
purify our consciences from sinful deeds so that we can worship the living God. For by the power of the eternal
Spirit, Christ offered himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for our sins. 15 That is why he is the one who mediates
a new covenant between God and people, so that all who are called can receive the eternal inheritance God has
promised them. For Christ died to set them free from the penalty of the sins they had committed under that first
covenant.

Hebrews 9.24–28
24 For Christ did not enter into a holy place made with human hands, which was only a copy of the true one in
heaven. He entered into heaven itself to appear now before God on our behalf. 25 And he did not enter heaven to
offer himself again and again, like the high priest here on earth who enters the Most Holy Place year after year
with the blood of an animal. 26 If that had been necessary, Christ would have had to die again and again, ever
since the world began. But now, once for all time, he has appeared at the end of the age to remove sin by his own
death as a sacrifice. 27 And just as each person is destined to die once and after that comes judgment, 28 so also
Christ was offered once for all time as a sacrifice to take away the sins of many people. He will come again, not to
deal with our sins, but to bring salvation to all who are eagerly waiting for him.



Hebrews 10.1–14
1 The old system under the law of Moses was only a shadow, a dim preview of the good things to come, not the
good things themselves. The sacrifices under that system were repeated again and again, year after year, but they
were never able to provide perfect cleansing for those who came to worship. 2 If they could have provided perfect
cleansing, the sacrifices would have stopped, for the worshipers would have been purified once for all time, and
their feelings of guilt would have disappeared. 3 But instead, those sacrifices actually reminded them of their sins
year after year. 4 For it is not possible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 5 That is why, when
Christ came into the world, he said to God, “You did not want animal sacrifices or sin offerings. But you have
given me a body to offer. 6 You were not pleased with burnt offerings or other offerings for sin. 7 Then I said,
‘Look, I have come to do your will, O God— as is written about me in the Scriptures.’ ” 8 First, Christ said,
“You did not want animal sacrifices or sin offerings or burnt offerings or other offerings for sin, nor were you
pleased with them” (though they are required by the law of Moses). 9 Then he said, “Look, I have come to do
your will.” He cancels the first covenant in order to put the second into effect. 10 For God’s will was for us to be
made holy by the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all time. 11 Under the old covenant, the priest
stands and ministers before the altar day after day, offering the same sacrifices again and again, which can never
take away sins. 12 But our High Priest offered himself to God as a single sacrifice for sins, good for all time.
Then he sat down in the place of honor at God’s right hand. 13 There he waits until his enemies are humbled and
made a footstool under his feet. 14 For by that one offering he forever made perfect those who are being made
holy.

Hebrews 10.19–22
19 And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly enter heaven’s Most Holy Place because of the blood of Jesus.
20 By his death, Jesus opened a new and life-giving way through the curtain into the Most Holy Place. 21 And
since we have a great High Priest who rules over God’s house, 22 let us go right into the presence of God with
sincere hearts fully trusting him. For our guilty consciences have been sprinkled with Christ’s blood to make us
clean, and our bodies have been washed with pure water.

Hebrews 10.35–39
35 So do not throw away this confident trust in the Lord. Remember the great reward it brings you! 36 Patient
endurance is what you need now, so that you will continue to do God’s will. Then you will receive all that he has
promised. 37 “For in just a little while, the Coming One will come and not delay. 38 And my righteous ones will
live by faith. But I will take no pleasure in anyone who turns away.” 39 But we are not like those who turn away
from God to their own destruction. We are the faithful ones, whose souls will be saved.

Hebrews 12.1–2
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every
weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race
God has set before us. 2 We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our
faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place
of honor beside God’s throne.



Hebrews 12.18–24
18 You have not come to a physical mountain, to a place of flaming fire, darkness, gloom, and whirlwind, as the
Israelites did at Mount Sinai. 19 For they heard an awesome trumpet blast and a voice so terrible that they begged
God to stop speaking. 20 They staggered back under God’s command: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it
must be stoned to death.” 21 Moses himself was so frightened at the sight that he said, “I am terrified and
trembling.” 22 No, you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to
countless thousands of angels in a joyful gathering. 23 You have come to the assembly of God’s firstborn
children, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God himself, who is the judge over all things.
You have come to the spirits of the righteous ones in heaven who have now been made perfect. 24 You have come
to Jesus, the one who mediates the new covenant between God and people, and to the sprinkled blood, which
speaks of forgiveness instead of crying out for vengeance like the blood of Abel.

Hebrews 13.8
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

Hebrews 13.10–16
10 We have an altar from which the priests in the Tabernacle have no right to eat. 11 Under the old system, the
high priest brought the blood of animals into the Holy Place as a sacrifice for sin, and the bodies of the animals
were burned outside the camp. 12 So also Jesus suffered and died outside the city gates to make his people holy by
means of his own blood. 13 So let us go out to him, outside the camp, and bear the disgrace he bore. 14 For this
world is not our permanent home; we are looking forward to a home yet to come. 15 Therefore, let us offer
through Jesus a continual sacrifice of praise to God, proclaiming our allegiance to his name. 16 And don’t forget
to do good and to share with those in need. These are the sacrifices that please God.

Hebrews 13.18–21
18 Pray for us, for our conscience is clear and we want to live honorably in everything we do. 19 And especially
pray that I will be able to come back to you soon. 20 Now may the God of peace— who brought up from the dead
our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, and ratified an eternal covenant with his blood— 21 may he equip
you with all you need for doing his will. May he produce in you, through the power of Jesus Christ, every good
thing that is pleasing to him. All glory to him forever and ever! Amen.

James 1.1
This letter is from James, a slave of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. I am writing to the “twelve tribes”—Jewish
believers scattered abroad. Greetings!

James 1.16–18
16 So don’t be misled, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to us
from God our Father, who created all the lights in the heavens. He never changes or casts a shifting shadow. 18
He chose to give birth to us by giving us his true word. And we, out of all creation, became his prized possession.

James 2.1
My dear brothers and sisters, how can you claim to have faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ if you favor some
people over others?

James 2.5–7
5 Listen to me, dear brothers and sisters. Hasn’t God chosen the poor in this world to be rich in faith? Aren’t they



the ones who will inherit the Kingdom he promised to those who love him? 6 But you dishonor the poor! Isn’t it
the rich who oppress you and drag you into court? 7 Aren’t they the ones who slander Jesus Christ, whose noble
name you bear?

James 5.7–11
7 Dear brothers and sisters, be patient as you wait for the Lord’s return. Consider the farmers who patiently wait
for the rains in the fall and in the spring. They eagerly look for the valuable harvest to ripen. 8 You, too, must be
patient. Take courage, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9 Don’t grumble about each other, brothers and sisters,
or you will be judged. For look—the Judge is standing at the door! 10 For examples of patience in suffering, dear
brothers and sisters, look at the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 We give great honor to those
who endure under suffering. For instance, you know about Job, a man of great endurance. You can see how the
Lord was kind to him at the end, for the Lord is full of tenderness and mercy.

1 Peter 1.1–2
1 This letter is from Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ. I am writing to God’s chosen people who are living as
foreigners in the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia. 2 God the Father knew you and
chose you long ago, and his Spirit has made you holy. As a result, you have obeyed him and have been cleansed
by the blood of Jesus Christ. May God give you more and more grace and peace.

1 Peter 1.3–5
3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy that we have been born again,
because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live with great expectation, 4 and we have a priceless
inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and
decay. 5 And through your faith, God is protecting you by his power until you receive this salvation, which is
ready to be revealed on the last day for all to see.

1 Peter 1.6–9
6 So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must endure many trials for a little while. 7
These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith
is far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you
much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world. 8 You love him
even though you have never seen him. Though you do not see him now, you trust him; and you rejoice with a
glorious, inexpressible joy. 9 The reward for trusting him will be the salvation of your souls.

1 Peter 1.10–12
10 This salvation was something even the prophets wanted to know more about when they prophesied about this
gracious salvation prepared for you. 11 They wondered what time or situation the Spirit of Christ within them was
talking about when he told them in advance about Christ’s suffering and his great glory afterward. 12 They were
told that their messages were not for themselves, but for you. And now this Good News has been announced to
you by those who preached in the power of the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. It is all so wonderful that even the
angels are eagerly watching these things happen.



1 Peter 1.13–16
13 So prepare your minds for action and exercise self-control. Put all your hope in the gracious salvation that will
come to you when Jesus Christ is revealed to the world. 14 So you must live as God’s obedient children. Don’t
slip back into your old ways of living to satisfy your own desires. You didn’t know any better then. 15 But now
you must be holy in everything you do, just as God who chose you is holy. 16 For the Scriptures say, “You must
be holy because I am holy.”

1 Peter 1.17–21
17 And remember that the heavenly Father to whom you pray has no favorites. He will judge or reward you
according to what you do. So you must live in reverent fear of him during your time here as “temporary
residents.” 18 For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited from your
ancestors. And it was not paid with mere gold or silver, which lose their value. 19 It was the precious blood of
Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God. 20 God chose him as your ransom long before the world began, but
now in these last days he has been revealed for your sake. 21 Through Christ you have come to trust in God. And
you have placed your faith and hope in God because he raised Christ from the dead and gave him great glory.

1 Peter 2.4–8
4 You are coming to Christ, who is the living cornerstone of God’s temple. He was rejected by people, but he was
chosen by God for great honor. 5 And you are living stones that God is building into his spiritual temple. What’s
more, you are his holy priests. Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that please
God. 6 As the Scriptures say, “I am placing a cornerstone in Jerusalem, chosen for great honor, and anyone who
trusts in him will never be disgraced.” 7 Yes, you who trust him recognize the honor God has given him. But for
those who reject him, “The stone that the builders rejected has now become the cornerstone.” 8 And, “He is the
stone that makes people stumble, the rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they do not obey God’s
word, and so they meet the fate that was planned for them.

1 Peter 2.21–25
21 For God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, just as Christ suffered for you. He is your example,
and you must follow in his steps. 22 He never sinned, nor ever deceived anyone. 23 He did not retaliate when he
was insulted, nor threaten revenge when he suffered. He left his case in the hands of God, who always judges
fairly. 24 He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for what is
right. By his wounds you are healed. 25 Once you were like sheep who wandered away. But now you have turned
to your Shepherd, the Guardian of your souls.

1 Peter 3.13–22
13 Now, who will want to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you suffer for doing what is
right, God will reward you for it. So don’t worry or be afraid of their threats. 15 Instead, you must worship
Christ as Lord of your life. And if someone asks about your hope as a believer, always be ready to explain it. 16
But do this in a gentle and respectful way. Keep your conscience clear. Then if people speak against you, they will
be ashamed when they see what a good life you live because you belong to Christ. 17 Remember, it is better to
suffer for doing good, if that is what God wants, than to suffer for doing wrong! 18 Christ suffered for our sins
once for all time. He never sinned, but he died for sinners to bring you safely home to God. He suffered physical
death, but he was raised to life in the Spirit. 19 So he went and preached to the spirits in prison—20 those who
disobeyed God long ago when God waited patiently while Noah was building his boat. Only eight people were
saved from drowning in that terrible flood. 21 And that water is a picture of baptism, which now saves you, not
by removing dirt from your body, but as a response to God from a clean conscience. It is effective because of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 22 Now Christ has gone to heaven. He is seated in the place of honor next to God,
and all the angels and authorities and powers accept his authority.



1 Peter 4.1–3
1 So then, since Christ suffered physical pain, you must arm yourselves with the same attitude he had, and be
ready to suffer, too. For if you have suffered physically for Christ, you have finished with sin. 2 You won’t spend
the rest of your lives chasing your own desires, but you will be anxious to do the will of God. 3 You have had
enough in the past of the evil things that godless people enjoy—their immorality and lust, their feasting and
drunkenness and wild parties, and their terrible worship of idols.

1 Peter 4.10–11
10 God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another.
11 Do you have the gift of speaking? Then speak as though God himself were speaking through you. Do you have
the gift of helping others? Do it with all the strength and energy that God supplies. Then everything you do will
bring glory to God through Jesus Christ. All glory and power to him forever and ever! Amen.

1 Peter 4.12–19
12 Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something strange were
happening to you. 13 Instead, be very glad—for these trials make you partners with Christ in his suffering, so that
you will have the wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is revealed to all the world. 14 If you are insulted
because you bear the name of Christ, you will be blessed, for the glorious Spirit of God rests upon you. 15 If you
suffer, however, it must not be for murder, stealing, making trouble, or prying into other people’s affairs. 16 But
it is no shame to suffer for being a Christian. Praise God for the privilege of being called by his name! 17 For the
time has come for judgment, and it must begin with God’s household. And if judgment begins with us, what
terrible fate awaits those who have never obeyed God’s Good News? 18 And also, “If the righteous are barely
saved, what will happen to godless sinners?” 19 So if you are suffering in a manner that pleases God, keep on
doing what is right, and trust your lives to the God who created you, for he will never fail you.

1 Peter 5.1–4
1 And now, a word to you who are elders in the churches. I, too, am an elder and a witness to the sufferings of
Christ. And I, too, will share in his glory when he is revealed to the whole world. As a fellow elder, I appeal to
you: 2 Care for the flock that God has entrusted to you. Watch over it willingly, not grudgingly—not for what you
will get out of it, but because you are eager to serve God. 3 Don’t lord it over the people assigned to your care,
but lead them by your own good example. 4 And when the Great Shepherd appears, you will receive a crown of
never-ending glory and honor.

1 Peter 5.10–11
10 In his kindness God called you to share in his eternal glory by means of Christ Jesus. So after you have
suffered a little while, he will restore, support, and strengthen you, and he will place you on a firm foundation. 11
All power to him forever! Amen.

2 Peter 1.1–2
1 This letter is from Simon Peter, a slave and apostle of Jesus Christ. I am writing to you who share the same
precious faith we have. This faith was given to you because of the justice and fairness of Jesus Christ, our God
and Savior. 2 May God give you more and more grace and peace as you grow in your knowledge of God and
Jesus our Lord.



2 Peter 1.8–11
8 The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 9 But those who fail to develop in this way are shortsighted or blind, forgetting that they have been
cleansed from their old sins. 10 So, dear brothers and sisters, work hard to prove that you really are among those
God has called and chosen. Do these things, and you will never fall away. 11 Then God will give you a grand
entrance into the eternal Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

2 Peter 1.12–18
12 Therefore, I will always remind you about these things—even though you already know them and are standing
firm in the truth you have been taught. 13 And it is only right that I should keep on reminding you as long as I
live. 14 For our Lord Jesus Christ has shown me that I must soon leave this earthly life, 15 so I will work hard to
make sure you always remember these things after I am gone. 16 For we were not making up clever stories when
we told you about the powerful coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. We saw his majestic splendor with our own eyes
17 when he received honor and glory from God the Father. The voice from the majestic glory of God said to him,
“This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy.” 18 We ourselves heard that voice from heaven when we
were with him on the holy mountain.

2 Peter 1.19–21
19 Because of that experience, we have even greater confidence in the message proclaimed by the prophets. You
must pay close attention to what they wrote, for their words are like a lamp shining in a dark place—until the Day
dawns, and Christ the Morning Star shines in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in
Scripture ever came from the prophet’s own understanding, 21 or from human initiative. No, those prophets were
moved by the Holy Spirit, and they spoke from God.

2 Peter 2.17–22
17 These people are as useless as dried-up springs or as mist blown away by the wind. They are doomed to
blackest darkness. 18 They brag about themselves with empty, foolish boasting. With an appeal to twisted sexual
desires, they lure back into sin those who have barely escaped from a lifestyle of deception. 19 They promise
freedom, but they themselves are slaves of sin and corruption. For you are a slave to whatever controls you. 20
And when people escape from the wickedness of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and then
get tangled up and enslaved by sin again, they are worse off than before. 21 It would be better if they had never
known the way to righteousness than to know it and then reject the command they were given to live a holy life.
22 They prove the truth of this proverb: “A dog returns to its vomit.” And another says, “A washed pig returns to
the mud.”

2 Peter 3.1–2
1 This is my second letter to you, dear friends, and in both of them I have tried to stimulate your wholesome
thinking and refresh your memory. 2 I want you to remember what the holy prophets said long ago and what our
Lord and Savior commanded through your apostles.



2 Peter 3.8–13
8 But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, and a thousand
years is like a day. 9 The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being
patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent. 10 But the day of
the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a thief. Then the heavens will pass away with a terrible noise, and the very
elements themselves will disappear in fire, and the earth and everything on it will be found to deserve judgment.
11 Since everything around us is going to be destroyed like this, what holy and godly lives you should live, 12
looking forward to the day of God and hurrying it along. On that day, he will set the heavens on fire, and the
elements will melt away in the flames. 13 But we are looking forward to the new heavens and new earth he has
promised, a world filled with God’s righteousness.

2 Peter 3.17–18
17 You already know these things, dear friends. So be on guard; then you will not be carried away by the errors
of these wicked people and lose your own secure footing. 18 Rather, you must grow in the grace and knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. All glory to him, both now and forever! Amen.

1 John 1.1–4
1 We proclaim to you the one who existed from the beginning, whom we have heard and seen. We saw him with
our own eyes and touched him with our own hands. He is the Word of life. 2 This one who is life itself was
revealed to us, and we have seen him. And now we testify and proclaim to you that he is the one who is eternal
life. He was with the Father, and then he was revealed to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we ourselves have
actually seen and heard so that you may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with
his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We are writing these things so that you may fully share our joy.

1 John 1.5–7
5 This is the message we heard from Jesus and now declare to you: God is light, and there is no darkness in him
at all. 6 So we are lying if we say we have fellowship with God but go on living in spiritual darkness; we are not
practicing the truth. 7 But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each
other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.

1 John 2.1–6
1 My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate
who pleads our case before the Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who is truly righteous. 2 He himself is the
sacrifice that atones for our sins—and not only our sins but the sins of all the world. 3 And we can be sure that we
know him if we obey his commandments. 4 If someone claims, “I know God,” but doesn’t obey God’s
commandments, that person is a liar and is not living in the truth. 5 But those who obey God’s word truly show
how completely they love him. That is how we know we are living in him. 6 Those who say they live in God
should live their lives as Jesus did.

1 John 2.12–14
12 I am writing to you who are God’s children because your sins have been forgiven through Jesus. 13 I am
writing to you who are mature in the faith because you know Christ, who existed from the beginning. I am writing
to you who are young in the faith because you have won your battle with the evil one. 14 I have written to you
who are God’s children because you know the Father. I have written to you who are mature in the faith because
you know Christ, who existed from the beginning. I have written to you who are young in the faith because you
are strong. God’s word lives in your hearts, and you have won your battle with the evil one.



1 John 2.18–27
18 Dear children, the last hour is here. You have heard that the Antichrist is coming, and already many such
antichrists have appeared. From this we know that the last hour has come. 19 These people left our churches, but
they never really belonged with us; otherwise they would have stayed with us. When they left, it proved that they
did not belong with us. 20 But you are not like that, for the Holy One has given you his Spirit, and all of you
know the truth. 21 So I am writing to you not because you don’t know the truth but because you know the
difference between truth and lies. 22 And who is a liar? Anyone who says that Jesus is not the Christ. Anyone
who denies the Father and the Son is an antichrist. 23 Anyone who denies the Son doesn’t have the Father, either.
But anyone who acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 24 So you must remain faithful to what you have been
taught from the beginning. If you do, you will remain in fellowship with the Son and with the Father. 25 And in
this fellowship we enjoy the eternal life he promised us. 26 I am writing these things to warn you about those who
want to lead you astray. 27 But you have received the Holy Spirit, and he lives within you, so you don’t need
anyone to teach you what is true. For the Spirit teaches you everything you need to know, and what he teaches is
true—it is not a lie. So just as he has taught you, remain in fellowship with Christ.

1 John 2.28–29
28 And now, dear children, remain in fellowship with Christ so that when he returns, you will be full of courage
and not shrink back from him in shame. 29 Since we know that Christ is righteous, we also know that all who do
what is right are God’s children.

1 John 3.7–10
7 Dear children, don’t let anyone deceive you about this: When people do what is right, it shows that they are
righteous, even as Christ is righteous. 8 But when people keep on sinning, it shows that they belong to the devil,
who has been sinning since the beginning. But the Son of God came to destroy the works of the devil. 9 Those
who have been born into God’s family do not make a practice of sinning, because God’s life is in them. So they
can’t keep on sinning, because they are children of God. 10 So now we can tell who are children of God and who
are children of the devil. Anyone who does not live righteously and does not love other believers does not belong
to God.

1 John 3.16–17
16 We know what real love is because Jesus gave up his life for us. So we also ought to give up our lives for our
brothers and sisters. 17 If someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in need but shows
no compassion—how can God’s love be in that person?

1 John 3.18–24
18 Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions. 19 Our actions
will show that we belong to the truth, so we will be confident when we stand before God. 20 Even if we feel
guilty, God is greater than our feelings, and he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if we don’t feel guilty, we can
come to God with bold confidence. 22 And we will receive from him whatever we ask because we obey him and
do the things that please him. 23 And this is his commandment: We must believe in the name of his Son, Jesus
Christ, and love one another, just as he commanded us. 24 Those who obey God’s commandments remain in
fellowship with him, and he with them. And we know he lives in us because the Spirit he gave us lives in us.



1 John 4.1–3
1 Dear friends, do not believe everyone who claims to speak by the Spirit. You must test them to see if the spirit
they have comes from God. For there are many false prophets in the world. 2 This is how we know if they have
the Spirit of God: If a person claiming to be a prophet acknowledges that Jesus Christ came in a real body, that
person has the Spirit of God. 3 But if someone claims to be a prophet and does not acknowledge the truth about
Jesus, that person is not from God. Such a person has the spirit of the Antichrist, which you heard is coming into
the world and indeed is already here.

1 John 4.7–12
7 Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is a child of God
and knows God. 8 But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 God showed how much
he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him. 10
This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.
11 Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love each other. 12 No one has ever seen God.
But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is brought to full expression in us.

1 John 4.13–17
13 And God has given us his Spirit as proof that we live in him and he in us. 14 Furthermore, we have seen with
our own eyes and now testify that the Father sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 All who declare that
Jesus is the Son of God have God living in them, and they live in God. 16 We know how much God loves us, and
we have put our trust in his love. God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. 17 And
as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we can face
him with confidence because we live like Jesus here in this world.

1 John 5.1–5
1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has become a child of God. And everyone who loves the Father
loves his children, too. 2 We know we love God’s children if we love God and obey his commandments. 3 Loving
God means keeping his commandments, and his commandments are not burdensome. 4 For every child of God
defeats this evil world, and we achieve this victory through our faith. 5 And who can win this battle against the
world? Only those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God.

1 John 5.6–12
6 And Jesus Christ was revealed as God’s Son by his baptism in water and by shedding his blood on the
cross—not by water only, but by water and blood. And the Spirit, who is truth, confirms it with his testimony. 7
So we have these three witnesses—8 the Spirit, the water, and the blood—and all three agree. 9 Since we believe
human testimony, surely we can believe the greater testimony that comes from God. And God has testified about
his Son. 10 All who believe in the Son of God know in their hearts that this testimony is true. Those who don’t
believe this are actually calling God a liar because they don’t believe what God has testified about his Son. 11 And
this is what God has testified: He has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has
life; whoever does not have God’s Son does not have life.

1 John 5.13–15
13 I have written this to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know you have eternal
life. 14 And we are confident that he hears us whenever we ask for anything that pleases him. 15 And since we
know he hears us when we make our requests, we also know that he will give us what we ask for.



1 John 5.18–20
18 We know that God’s children do not make a practice of sinning, for God’s Son holds them securely, and the
evil one cannot touch them. 19 We know that we are children of God and that the world around us is under the
control of the evil one. 20 And we know that the Son of God has come, and he has given us understanding so that
we can know the true God. And now we live in fellowship with the true God because we live in fellowship with
his Son, Jesus Christ. He is the only true God, and he is eternal life.

2 John 3
Grace, mercy, and peace, which come from God the Father and from Jesus Christ—the Son of the Father—will
continue to be with us who live in truth and love.

2 John 7–11
7 I say this because many deceivers have gone out into the world. They deny that Jesus Christ came in a real
body. Such a person is a deceiver and an antichrist. 8 Watch out that you do not lose what we have worked so
hard to achieve. Be diligent so that you receive your full reward. 9 Anyone who wanders away from this teaching
has no relationship with God. But anyone who remains in the teaching of Christ has a relationship with both the
Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to your meeting and does not teach the truth about Christ, don’t invite that
person into your home or give any kind of encouragement. 11 Anyone who encourages such people becomes a
partner in their evil work.

Jude 1–2
1 This letter is from Jude, a slave of Jesus Christ and a brother of James. I am writing to all who have been called
by God the Father, who loves you and keeps you safe in the care of Jesus Christ. 2 May God give you more and
more mercy, peace, and love.

Jude 3–4
3 Dear friends, I had been eagerly planning to write to you about the salvation we all share. But now I find that I
must write about something else, urging you to defend the faith that God has entrusted once for all time to his holy
people. 4 I say this because some ungodly people have wormed their way into your churches, saying that God’s
marvelous grace allows us to live immoral lives. The condemnation of such people was recorded long ago, for
they have denied our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.

Jude 5–7
5 So I want to remind you, though you already know these things, that Jesus first rescued the nation of Israel from
Egypt, but later he destroyed those who did not remain faithful. 6 And I remind you of the angels who did not stay
within the limits of authority God gave them but left the place where they belonged. God has kept them securely
chained in prisons of darkness, waiting for the great day of judgment. 7 And don’t forget Sodom and Gomorrah
and their neighboring towns, which were filled with immorality and every kind of sexual perversion. Those cities
were destroyed by fire and serve as a warning of the eternal fire of God’s judgment.

Jude 20–21
20 But you, dear friends, must build each other up in your most holy faith, pray in the power of the Holy Spirit,
21 and await the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will bring you eternal life. In this way, you will keep
yourselves safe in God’s love.



Jude 24–25
24 Now all glory to God, who is able to keep you from falling away and will bring you with great joy into his
glorious presence without a single fault. 25 All glory to him who alone is God, our Savior through Jesus Christ
our Lord. All glory, majesty, power, and authority are his before all time, and in the present, and beyond all time!
Amen.

Revelation 1.1–2
1 This is a revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants the events that must soon take
place. He sent an angel to present this revelation to his servant John, 2 who faithfully reported everything he saw.
This is his report of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ.

Revelation 1.4–8
4 This letter is from John to the seven churches in the province of Asia. Grace and peace to you from the one who
is, who always was, and who is still to come; from the sevenfold Spirit before his throne; 5 and from Jesus
Christ. He is the faithful witness to these things, the first to rise from the dead, and the ruler of all the kings of the
world. All glory to him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by shedding his blood for us. 6 He has made
us a Kingdom of priests for God his Father. All glory and power to him forever and ever! Amen. 7 Look! He
comes with the clouds of heaven. And everyone will see him— even those who pierced him. And all the nations of
the world will mourn for him. Yes! Amen! 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega—the beginning and the end,” says
the Lord God. “I am the one who is, who always was, and who is still to come—the Almighty One.”

Revelation 1.9–20
9 I, John, am your brother and your partner in suffering and in God’s Kingdom and in the patient endurance to
which Jesus calls us. I was exiled to the island of Patmos for preaching the word of God and for my testimony
about Jesus. 10 It was the Lord’s Day, and I was worshiping in the Spirit. Suddenly, I heard behind me a loud
voice like a trumpet blast. 11 It said, “Write in a book everything you see, and send it to the seven churches in the
cities of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.” 12 When I turned to see
who was speaking to me, I saw seven gold lampstands. 13 And standing in the middle of the lampstands was
someone like the Son of Man. He was wearing a long robe with a gold sash across his chest. 14 His head and his
hair were white like wool, as white as snow. And his eyes were like flames of fire. 15 His feet were like polished
bronze refined in a furnace, and his voice thundered like mighty ocean waves. 16 He held seven stars in his right
hand, and a sharp two-edged sword came from his mouth. And his face was like the sun in all its brilliance. 17
When I saw him, I fell at his feet as if I were dead. But he laid his right hand on me and said, “Don’t be afraid! I
am the First and the Last. 18 I am the living one. I died, but look—I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the
keys of death and the grave. 19 “Write down what you have seen—both the things that are now happening and the
things that will happen. 20 This is the meaning of the mystery of the seven stars you saw in my right hand and the
seven gold lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the
seven churches.

Revelation 4.6–8
6 In front of the throne was a shiny sea of glass, sparkling like crystal. In the center and around the throne were
four living beings, each covered with eyes, front and back. 7 The first of these living beings was like a lion; the
second was like an ox; the third had a human face; and the fourth was like an eagle in flight. 8 Each of these
living beings had six wings, and their wings were covered all over with eyes, inside and out. Day after day and
night after night they keep on saying, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty— the one who always
was, who is, and who is still to come.”



Revelation 4.9–11
9 Whenever the living beings give glory and honor and thanks to the one sitting on the throne (the one who lives
forever and ever), 10 the twenty-four elders fall down and worship the one sitting on the throne (the one who lives
forever and ever). And they lay their crowns before the throne and say, 11 “You are worthy, O Lord our God, to
receive glory and honor and power. For you created all things, and they exist because you created what you
pleased.”

Revelation 5.1–14
1 Then I saw a scroll in the right hand of the one who was sitting on the throne. There was writing on the inside
and the outside of the scroll, and it was sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a strong angel, who shouted with a
loud voice: “Who is worthy to break the seals on this scroll and open it?” 3 But no one in heaven or on earth or
under the earth was able to open the scroll and read it. 4 Then I began to weep bitterly because no one was found
worthy to open the scroll and read it. 5 But one of the twenty-four elders said to me, “Stop weeping! Look, the
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the heir to David’s throne, has won the victory. He is worthy to open the scroll and its
seven seals.” 6 Then I saw a Lamb that looked as if it had been slaughtered, but it was now standing between the
throne and the four living beings and among the twenty-four elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which
represent the sevenfold Spirit of God that is sent out into every part of the earth. 7 He stepped forward and took
the scroll from the right hand of the one sitting on the throne. 8 And when he took the scroll, the four living
beings and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp, and they held gold bowls filled
with incense, which are the prayers of God’s people. 9 And they sang a new song with these words: “You are
worthy to take the scroll and break its seals and open it. For you were slaughtered, and your blood has ransomed
people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. 10 And you have caused them to become a
Kingdom of priests for our God. And they will reign on the earth.” 11 Then I looked again, and I heard the voices
of thousands and millions of angels around the throne and of the living beings and the elders. 12 And they sang in
a mighty chorus: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slaughtered— to receive power and riches and wisdom and
strength and honor and glory and blessing.” 13 And then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under
the earth and in the sea. They sang: “Blessing and honor and glory and power belong to the one sitting on the
throne and to the Lamb forever and ever.” 14 And the four living beings said, “Amen!” And the twenty-four
elders fell down and worshiped the Lamb.

Revelation 7.9–12
9 After this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every nation and tribe and people and language, standing
in front of the throne and before the Lamb. They were clothed in white robes and held palm branches in their
hands. 10 And they were shouting with a great roar, “Salvation comes from our God who sits on the throne and
from the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living
beings. And they fell before the throne with their faces to the ground and worshiped God. 12 They sang, “Amen!
Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and strength belong to our God forever and
ever! Amen.”

Revelation 7.13–17
13 Then one of the twenty-four elders asked me, “Who are these who are clothed in white? Where did they come
from?” 14 And I said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then he said to me, “These are the ones who
died in the great tribulation. They have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb and made them white. 15
“That is why they stand in front of God’s throne and serve him day and night in his Temple. And he who sits on
the throne will give them shelter. 16 They will never again be hungry or thirsty; they will never be scorched by
the heat of the sun. 17 For the Lamb on the throne will be their Shepherd. He will lead them to springs of
life-giving water. And God will wipe every tear from their eyes.”



Revelation 11.15–18
15 Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices shouting in heaven: “The world has now
become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign forever and ever.” 16 The twenty-four
elders sitting on their thrones before God fell with their faces to the ground and worshiped him. 17 And they said,
“We give thanks to you, Lord God, the Almighty, the one who is and who always was, for now you have
assumed your great power and have begun to reign. 18 The nations were filled with wrath, but now the time of
your wrath has come. It is time to judge the dead and reward your servants the prophets, as well as your holy
people, and all who fear your name, from the least to the greatest. It is time to destroy all who have caused
destruction on the earth.”

Revelation 12.10–12
10 Then I heard a loud voice shouting across the heavens, “It has come at last— salvation and power and the
Kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers and sisters has been thrown
down to earth— the one who accuses them before our God day and night. 11 And they have defeated him by the
blood of the Lamb and by their testimony. And they did not love their lives so much that they were afraid to die.
12 Therefore, rejoice, O heavens! And you who live in the heavens, rejoice! But terror will come on the earth and
the sea, for the devil has come down to you in great anger, knowing that he has little time.”

Revelation 12.15–18
15 Then the dragon tried to drown the woman with a flood of water that flowed from his mouth. 16 But the earth
helped her by opening its mouth and swallowing the river that gushed out from the mouth of the dragon. 17 And
the dragon was angry at the woman and declared war against the rest of her children—all who keep God’s
commandments and maintain their testimony for Jesus. 18 Then the dragon took his stand on the shore beside the
sea.

Revelation 13.5–10
5 Then the beast was allowed to speak great blasphemies against God. And he was given authority to do whatever
he wanted for forty-two months. 6 And he spoke terrible words of blasphemy against God, slandering his name
and his dwelling—that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7 And the beast was allowed to wage war against God’s
holy people and to conquer them. And he was given authority to rule over every tribe and people and language
and nation. 8 And all the people who belong to this world worshiped the beast. They are the ones whose names
were not written in the Book of Life that belongs to the Lamb who was slaughtered before the world was made. 9
Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand. 10 Anyone who is destined for prison will be taken to
prison. Anyone destined to die by the sword will die by the sword. This means that God’s holy people must
endure persecution patiently and remain faithful.

Revelation 14.1–5
1 Then I saw the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with him were 144,000 who had his name and his Father’s
name written on their foreheads. 2 And I heard a sound from heaven like the roar of mighty ocean waves or the
rolling of loud thunder. It was like the sound of many harpists playing together. 3 This great choir sang a
wonderful new song in front of the throne of God and before the four living beings and the twenty-four elders. No
one could learn this song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. 4 They have kept themselves
as pure as virgins, following the Lamb wherever he goes. They have been purchased from among the people on
the earth as a special offering to God and to the Lamb. 5 They have told no lies; they are without blame.



Revelation 14.9–12
9 Then a third angel followed them, shouting, “Anyone who worships the beast and his statue or who accepts his
mark on the forehead or on the hand 10 must drink the wine of God’s anger. It has been poured full strength into
God’s cup of wrath. And they will be tormented with fire and burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels
and the Lamb. 11 The smoke of their torment will rise forever and ever, and they will have no relief day or night,
for they have worshiped the beast and his statue and have accepted the mark of his name.” 12 This means that
God’s holy people must endure persecution patiently, obeying his commands and maintaining their faith in Jesus.

Revelation 14.14–20
14 Then I saw a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was someone like the Son of Man. He had a gold crown on
his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15 Then another angel came from the Temple and shouted to the one
sitting on the cloud, “Swing the sickle, for the time of harvest has come; the crop on earth is ripe.” 16 So the one
sitting on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the whole earth was harvested. 17 After that, another
angel came from the Temple in heaven, and he also had a sharp sickle. 18 Then another angel, who had power to
destroy with fire, came from the altar. He shouted to the angel with the sharp sickle, “Swing your sickle now to
gather the clusters of grapes from the vines of the earth, for they are ripe for judgment.” 19 So the angel swung
his sickle over the earth and loaded the grapes into the great winepress of God’s wrath. 20 The grapes were
trampled in the winepress outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress in a stream about 180 miles long
and as high as a horse’s bridle.

Revelation 16.12–16
12 Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great Euphrates River, and it dried up so that the kings from
the east could march their armies toward the west without hindrance. 13 And I saw three evil spirits that looked
like frogs leap from the mouths of the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet. 14 They are demonic spirits who
work miracles and go out to all the rulers of the world to gather them for battle against the Lord on that great
judgment day of God the Almighty. 15 “Look, I will come as unexpectedly as a thief! Blessed are all who are
watching for me, who keep their clothing ready so they will not have to walk around naked and ashamed.” 16 And
the demonic spirits gathered all the rulers and their armies to a place with the Hebrew name Armageddon.

Revelation 17.3–6
3 So the angel took me in the Spirit into the wilderness. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that had
seven heads and ten horns, and blasphemies against God were written all over it. 4 The woman wore purple and
scarlet clothing and beautiful jewelry made of gold and precious gems and pearls. In her hand she held a gold
goblet full of obscenities and the impurities of her immorality. 5 A mysterious name was written on her forehead:
“Babylon the Great, Mother of All Prostitutes and Obscenities in the World.” 6 I could see that she was
drunk—drunk with the blood of God’s holy people who were witnesses for Jesus. I stared at her in complete
amazement.

Revelation 17.11–14
11 “The scarlet beast that was, but is no longer, is the eighth king. He is like the other seven, and he, too, is
headed for destruction. 12 The ten horns of the beast are ten kings who have not yet risen to power. They will be
appointed to their kingdoms for one brief moment to reign with the beast. 13 They will all agree to give him their
power and authority. 14 Together they will go to war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will defeat them because he
is Lord of all lords and King of all kings. And his called and chosen and faithful ones will be with him.”



Revelation 19.1–10
1 After this, I heard what sounded like a vast crowd in heaven shouting, “Praise the LORD! Salvation and glory
and power belong to our God. 2 His judgments are true and just. He has punished the great prostitute who
corrupted the earth with her immorality. He has avenged the murder of his servants.” 3 And again their voices
rang out: “Praise the LORD! The smoke from that city ascends forever and ever!” 4 Then the twenty-four elders
and the four living beings fell down and worshiped God, who was sitting on the throne. They cried out, “Amen!
Praise the LORD!” 5 And from the throne came a voice that said, “Praise our God, all his servants, all who fear
him, from the least to the greatest.” 6 Then I heard again what sounded like the shout of a vast crowd or the roar
of mighty ocean waves or the crash of loud thunder: “Praise the LORD! For the Lord our God, the Almighty,
reigns. 7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and let us give honor to him. For the time has come for the wedding feast of
the Lamb, and his bride has prepared herself. 8 She has been given the finest of pure white linen to wear.” For the
fine linen represents the good deeds of God’s holy people. 9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are
those who are invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb.” And he added, “These are true words that come from
God.” 10 Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said, “No, don’t worship me. I am a servant of God,
just like you and your brothers and sisters who testify about their faith in Jesus. Worship only God. For the
essence of prophecy is to give a clear witness for Jesus.”

Revelation 19.11–16
11 Then I saw heaven opened, and a white horse was standing there. Its rider was named Faithful and True, for he
judges fairly and wages a righteous war. 12 His eyes were like flames of fire, and on his head were many crowns.
A name was written on him that no one understood except himself. 13 He wore a robe dipped in blood, and his
title was the Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven, dressed in the finest of pure white linen, followed him on
white horses. 15 From his mouth came a sharp sword to strike down the nations. He will rule them with an iron
rod. He will release the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty, like juice flowing from a winepress. 16 On his robe at
his thigh was written this title: King of all kings and Lord of all lords.

Revelation 20.4–6
4 Then I saw thrones, and the people sitting on them had been given the authority to judge. And I saw the souls of
those who had been beheaded for their testimony about Jesus and for proclaiming the word of God. They had not
worshiped the beast or his statue, nor accepted his mark on their forehead or their hands. They all came to life
again, and they reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 This is the first resurrection. (The rest of the dead did
not come back to life until the thousand years had ended.) 6 Blessed and holy are those who share in the first
resurrection. For them the second death holds no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will
reign with him a thousand years.

Revelation 21.1–9
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth had disappeared. And the sea
was also gone. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven like a bride
beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now
among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them. 4 He will
wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are
gone forever.” 5 And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new!” And then he said
to me, “Write this down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and true.” 6 And he also said, “It is finished! I am the
Alpha and the Omega—the Beginning and the End. To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the
water of life. 7 All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their God, and they will be my
children. 8 “But cowards, unbelievers, the corrupt, murderers, the immoral, those who practice witchcraft, idol
worshipers, and all liars—their fate is in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.” 9 Then one of
the seven angels who held the seven bowls containing the seven last plagues came and said to me, “Come with
me! I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.”



Revelation 21.22–27
22 I saw no temple in the city, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 And the city has no
need of sun or moon, for the glory of God illuminates the city, and the Lamb is its light. 24 The nations will walk
in its light, and the kings of the world will enter the city in all their glory. 25 Its gates will never be closed at the
end of day because there is no night there. 26 And all the nations will bring their glory and honor into the city. 27
Nothing evil will be allowed to enter, nor anyone who practices shameful idolatry and dishonesty—but only those
whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

Revelation 22.1–7
1 Then the angel showed me a river with the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of
the Lamb. 2 It flowed down the center of the main street. On each side of the river grew a tree of life, bearing
twelve crops of fruit, with a fresh crop each month. The leaves were used for medicine to heal the nations. 3 No
longer will there be a curse upon anything. For the throne of God and of the Lamb will be there, and his servants
will worship him. 4 And they will see his face, and his name will be written on their foreheads. 5 And there will
be no night there—no need for lamps or sun—for the Lord God will shine on them. And they will reign forever
and ever. 6 Then the angel said to me, “Everything you have heard and seen is trustworthy and true. The Lord
God, who inspires his prophets, has sent his angel to tell his servants what will happen soon.” 7 “Look, I am
coming soon! Blessed are those who obey the words of prophecy written in this book.”

Revelation 22.8–9
8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw all these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship
at the feet of the angel who showed them to me. 9 But he said, “No, don’t worship me. I am a servant of God,
just like you and your brothers the prophets, as well as all who obey what is written in this book. Worship only
God!”

Revelation 22.10–21
10 Then he instructed me, “Do not seal up the prophetic words in this book, for the time is near. 11 Let the one
who is doing harm continue to do harm; let the one who is vile continue to be vile; let the one who is righteous
continue to live righteously; let the one who is holy continue to be holy.” 12 “Look, I am coming soon, bringing
my reward with me to repay all people according to their deeds. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and
the Last, the Beginning and the End.” 14 Blessed are those who wash their robes. They will be permitted to enter
through the gates of the city and eat the fruit from the tree of life. 15 Outside the city are the dogs—the sorcerers,
the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idol worshipers, and all who love to live a lie. 16 “I, Jesus, have sent
my angel to give you this message for the churches. I am both the source of David and the heir to his throne. I am
the bright morning star.” 17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” Let anyone who hears this say, “Come.” Let
anyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who desires drink freely from the water of life. 18 And I solemnly
declare to everyone who hears the words of prophecy written in this book: If anyone adds anything to what is
written here, God will add to that person the plagues described in this book. 19 And if anyone removes any of the
words from this book of prophecy, God will remove that person’s share in the tree of life and in the holy city that
are described in this book. 20 He who is the faithful witness to all these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon!”
Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 21 May the grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s holy people.


