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Join us in March!
March’s breakfast potluck: 
March 5, 9:00 a.m.  (Bible study after worship)

the groundhog saw his shadow: six more issues of UP2DATE!
Okay, so we don’t have the annual tradition exactly correct, but spring’s coming anyway, which means 
there’s no better time to enjoy this February issue.

Ash Wednesday experience coming next wednesday
Ash Wednesday (February 22) is the “official” beginning of the season of Lent, the 
weeks set aside in the Christian calendar for spiritual reflection and preparation in 
advance of the drama and trauma of “Holy Week,” the days that begin with Jesus’ 
arrival in Jerusalem and end with his crucifixion.

We’ve created a special spiritual exercise that you can do at home and at the time of 
your choosing on the 22nd (or any other day). It’s a self-contained experience: All 
you’ll need are 5-10 minutes and elements that you’ll use for your bread and cup 
in the communion moment that concludes the event. 

We invite you to join those who have already expressed their intention to participate in our Ash Wednesday 
experience. You can find the sheet at Mission Central or download it from the Downloads page of our 
website. We’d love to know you’re on-board. So sign up at Mission Central or contact the church to let us 
know of your plans.

lenten devotional series coming to fccem.org
Beginning Ash Wednesday (February 22) you’ll find daily brief devotional readings on 
our website in which we’ll reflect on the choices both Old and New Testament characters 
faced, and how the choices they made can help us face the choices we have to make. Each 
reading will take you only moments to consume, but will offer lasting, perhaps eternal, 
truths. We’ll make the series available in print also (details to come).

changes to our monthly breakfast potluck schedule
Our tradition of monthly breakfast potlucks on the first Sunday of months has born great fruit (and egg 
dishes... and pastries...and...) since its resumption last year, so we’re pleased for it to continue in 2023, but 
with a couple of caveats: 

 1) Our April meal will be our annual Easter Sunday breakfast potluck on April 9. In the month of April, 
we will NOT hold a potluck on the first Sunday of the month, April 2.

 2) On breakfast potluck Sundays, we don’t expect anyone to bring refreshments/treats/goodies for   
our “Coffee and Such” time from 10:00-10:30 a.m. Come to breakfast instead!

 3) But of course that practice also has a caveat: Since we won’t hold a breakfast potluck on April 2, 
we WILL welcome volunteers to provide “Coffee and Such” items for that particular first Sunday.



1. Call 309-306-0038.
2. When asked for an access code, enter 964600.
3. During or after the greeting from FCCEM, press the * key.

To join us by phone for worship or any other event
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TWO NEW MINISTRY TEAMS!

For nearly a decade before the COVID pandemic, 
we held frequent events whose purpose was to 
get us together, whether for food, fun, mission, or 
other purposes. For example, for several 
consecutive years we held what we called a 
“multicultural potluck,” to which we invited 
participants to bring food dishes reflecting 
cultures or cuisines of their choice. And in several 
Octobers we held pumpkin carving contests to 
exercise our creative spirits.

Now that we’ve moved away from the most dire 
stages of the global COVID conflict, we’re 
planning to resume the series... or we should say, 
we’re recruiting the team that will plan the 
resumption of the series. So if you’d like to help 
us create and plan future “We Are Together” 
events, volunteer for the team via the sign up 
sheet posted at Mission Central. No date has 
been set for the team’s first meeting; we’ll keep 
you posted. With seven people already on board 
(!), the group promises to be a cauldron of 
creativity. Join in!

We call ourselves “a small church doing BIG 
things.” By God’s grace and goodness, we 
regularly demonstrate the truth of that title, but 
however active and productive we are, we 
remain a small church. And in recent months and 
years, our financial offerings have regularly 
borne witness to our smallness. Though we’re off 
to an encouraging financial start in 2023 (see  
article elsewhere in this issue), the fact remains 
we are frequently in precarious financial 
circumstances. 

To add to our arsenal of available financial 
resources, we’re creating a team that will create 
and manage fundraising events. If you’d like to 
help with that team, its sign-up sheet is also 
posted at Mission Central. And again, no 
specific date has yet been set for the team’s first 
meeting, but if you sign up, we’ll know how to 
find you!

Once spring arrives, we will hold a spring cleaning event at the church whose focus will be on the 
lower level classrooms and storage areas, in addition, of course, to our main worship area in 
fellowship hall. We also hope to complete a restructuring of the Helmets of Hope storage areas (in 
fellowship hall and one of the classrooms). No date for this cleanup day has been decided, but we’ll 
benefit from all the hands we can muster, so keep an eye out for details.

spring cleanup coming soon
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What’s Inside?
Introductions to Bible books

what’s inside HOSEA?
This monthly series summarizes one or more Bible books, NOT to 
tell you everything you need to know about them, but rather to tell 
you enough to raise your curiosity about their contents and possible 
usefulness in your life and our world. We invite you to receive these 
brief summaries as invitations to strengthen (or perhaps revive or 
even launch) your connection to Scripture. A word from God awaits 
you in the pages of that Bible that sits on your shelf or table, or in 
your mobile device. Go get it!

Hosea is a challenging read, but that’s not surprising since it’s 
another of the Old Testament prophetical books, which are difficult 
to consume given their penchant for both hope and judgment.

Hosea begins awkwardly, with God’s instruction to the prophet to marry a prostitute as an illustration of 
Israel’s spiritual prostitution – i.e. playing around with other gods. The names of the children produced after 
Hosea’s marriage to a woman named Gomer report the sad state of Israel’s relationship with God: names 
that mean “not loved” and “not my people.” 

AND YET... the book’s first chapter ends with a promise of reconciliation between Israel and God. At the 
same place where once they were told they were not God’s people, the people of Israel and Judah will unite, 
return from exile, and be called “children of the living God.”

Hosea often reads as a prosecutor’s indictment of a criminal defendant. The difference is at the end of every 
charge, the prosecutor holds out the hope of judicial leniency. The best example of that is in the book’s 
eleventh chapter where God declares afresh Israel’s unfaithfulness and accuses her of being determined to 
desert her God. AND YET... in the face of such abject failure God says, 8 “Oh, how can I give you up, Israel? 
How can I let you go? How can I destroy you like Admah or demolish you like Zeboiim? My heart is torn 
within me, and my compassion overflows. 9 No, I will not unleash my fierce anger. I will not completely 
destroy Israel, for I am God and not a mere mortal. I am the Holy One living among you, and I will not come 
to destroy.” 

As we’ve often said over the years, you can’t get away from a God who won’t let you go. 

a brand new Bible study coming in march
Our 9:00 a.m. Sunday group called “To the Pointe”is within a 
session or two of completing its 3-1/2+ year, nearly 170 
session study on the question, was Jesus God? The group’s 
next subject has the potential of being equally fascinating: 
“Saved! (But from what and by whom?)” The study will 
examine thorny questions having to do with the afterlife: 

Do heaven and hell exist? If they do, what are they like? And how 
do we enter/avoid them? What about people who never hear about Jesus: infants? people raised in 
other faiths? people who knew about Christ – who perhaps were raised in Christian homes – but left the 
faith in adulthood? people who call themselves Christians but rarely act like it?

Lots of ground to cover. We invite you to join the study when it begins, likely on either March 5 or 12 
(we’ll announce the actual date in worship as soon as its known, and also on our website).
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some encouraging numbers
We’re encouraged to be able to report that through the first seven Sundays of 2023, average worship 
attendance is up a small bit and our Bible study’s attendance is up more than 60% over the same time 
last year.

In addition, we’re pleased to note that in 2022 we welcomed 26 people for their first-ever visit to our 
Sunday worship, up from just one such guest in 2021. The 26 figure was the largest number of first-time 
worship guests we’ve welcomed in a calendar year since 2017.

AND FINALLY, we’re blessed to announce that to-date this year we’ve experienced a 14% increase in 
income over the same period last year. Praise God! But with every financial hallelujah comes a “hold on a 
minute”: Even with the added income, we’re still not receiving the income we need to fully underwrite this 
year’s congregational budget. So please do what you can to remain faithful to your financial partnership with 
your church as this year proceeds.

easter season donations celebrate lives, support ministry
Twice a year – in the weeks before Christmas Day and Easter Sunday – we invite you to honor and 
remember the people of your life through special, over-and-above gifts to FCCEM. We use the gifts to 
underwrite the basic ministries and operations of our church, and 
acknowledge each season’s donations by publishing the names of both 
donors and the people their gifts honor in an UP2DATE issue and at the 
worship tables in fellowship hall.

Given that the season of Lent begins next Wednesday (Ash Wednesday), 
at which time we’ll be “officially” on the way to the cross and empty tomb, 
we’re now accepting Easter season donations. If you’d like to honor one 
or more people of your life – whether living or passed – complete the 
form found at the bottom of this page, then include it with your donation (use the memo line on your check to 
specify that it’s an Easter season gift). 

If you prefer to give online:  

1. Visit the “Donate” page of our website and click the “Donate to FCCEM” button at the bottom of the page

2. On the resulting popup window, from the “Give to:” drop-down list in the upper-right corner choose 
“Easter Season Donation to FCCEM.”

3. Use the “Note/memo” area of the popup window to name the people your gift honors/remembers 

4. Complete the rest of the form, double-check for accuracy, then click the “Give...” button at the bottom 
of the window to complete your gift 100% safely and securely.

EASTER SEASON OFFERING 2023 Return with your gift by April 7 

Please write/print legibly!Your Name _____________________________

Whom you wish to honor/remember  _________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________



help us welcome our worship guests
We’re blessed by the news that in 2022 we welcomed 26 people for their first-ever visit to our worship. For 
most churches, that’s a small number, but for us – a church that welcomed one person to a first visit in all of 
2021 – that was a great result. 

Our objective is to create great experiences for people when they visit. YOU can help us do that by simply 
saying hello to our guests. You don’t have to create lengthy conversations! A simple, “Hi, my name is 
______. [USUALLY THE PERSON WILL GIVE HIS OR HER NAME IN RESPONSE] Welcome! Thanks for 
paying us a visit today. I hope you’re blessed.” Any sentiments in addition to those that result from your 
conversation with guests will be icing on their – and your – Sunday worship cakes. Thanks in advance for the 
next welcome you offer to one of our guests!
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a reminder
It’s nearly time for pitchers and catchers to report to Major League Baseball’s spring training camps, which 
means we’re less than two months from the start of another season. In my youth, I watched “the Game of the 
Week” regularly on Saturday afternoons. For me, it was must-see TV because on those broadcasts I first 
discovered, then nurtured, my fandom those who became my ball diamond heroes: Mickey Mantle, Willie 
Mays, and pitcher Juan Marichal.

Mantle coupled a boyish grin with monster power. Mays was a constant home run threat, and covered center 
field with supreme speed and elegant grace. And in his windup, Marichal raised his left foot well above his 
head before throwing a pitch, a spectacle that mesmerized me and must have unnerved more than an 
occasional hitter.

I no longer watch games of the week. I remain a Yankees fan, but not with the same enthusiasm I had in 
prior decades. But the forthcoming arrival of opening day prompts me to reflect on how I viewed my baseball 
heroes back in the day. In addition to applause for their on-field achievements, I had a high level of 
confidence that they would live forever – that Willie would be making basket catches, Mickey would be 
hammering homers, and Juan would be high-kicking pitch deliveries as long as I chose to be their fans. 

But that didn’t happen. They all left the diamond within a decade or so of the launch of my membership in 
their respective fan clubs. Mantle died in 1995. Mays is now 91. Marichal is 85. They didn’t play forever. They 
failed to live up to the terms of my loyalty covenant!

Or did they?

Today, a half-century after their departures from the game, I’m still thinking and talking and writing about 
them. The role they play in my life has changed, but I still celebrate and cherish their impact. In my mind, at 
least, they WILL play forever.

The next time you question the significance of your contributions to the world, take a moment to inventory the 
people who have left their marks on you – particularly the people from decades ago – memories of whose 
lives and love you’ve never relinquished. Then remind yourself of all the people who, for reasons little or 
large, obvious or unclear, include you in their collections of joyful thoughts. 

And after honoring that bit of reminiscence, go out and live to burnish your place in somebody’s hall of fame.

We will ask our snow plowing provider to clear the parking lot after the February 16 snowfall ends. 
With the forecast sunshine (Friday) and warmer temps (Saturday), all should be well and clear 

come Sunday morning for our in-person worshipers. We hope you’ll join us!

– GET THE MEMO – 
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To Donate Online to FCCEM

1. Visit fccem.org/donate.

2. At the bottom of the page, click the “Donate to FCCEM” button.

3. Complete the form presented in the resulting box with such details as the amount of your gift, your desired 
means of payment, contact info, etc. Choose to pay by card or bank transfer at the bottom of the box.

4. The default recipient of your gift is our general fund, where most donations are deposited. If you’re 
donating to a specific ministry - e.g. “Christmas Season Donation...,” “Helmets of Hope,” etc - use the “Give 
to:” drop down menu in the upper right corner of the box to specify the target of your gift.

5. Click the slider next to the words “Cover fees?” if you want to add to your donation the small fee that is 
deducted from online donations so that we receive the full amount you intend to give.

6. When you’ve provided and double-checked the accuracy of all the required information, click the “Give 
$x.xx” button at the bottom of the form. And you’re done! 100% safely and securely!

and from bill...
We finally (i.e. long ago) received offering envelopes for this year!

For several weeks last month, a few of us groused about the fact that the offering envelopes for 2023 we 
ordered last summer had STILL not arrived, even after the printer had promised their much-delayed delivery 
during the first weeks of December 2022. 

When I called to inquire/protest about the whereabouts of the envelopes a few weeks ago, the printer’s 
customer support referred to documentation that reported and pictured their December 2 delivery to a 
wooden ramp in front of a red door of a brown building. Smart and aware guy that I am, I told the person that 
while our building was indeed brown, we had neither a ramp nor a red door, and that our entrances were all 
tinted glass. She tentatively diagnosed this as a mis-delivery and assured me that she would get back to me 
with the results of her investigation.

Within ten minutes of the end of my conversation with the support person, in my mind’s eye I saw the red 
door on the southwest corner of our building, a door we never use but access to which is possible via a 
wooden deck. Of two minds as to whether I wanted to find that our envelopes had been sitting on that deck, 
in front of that door for nearly two months, I drove to church, rounded the curve to the main lot, and instantly 
saw the envelope box, right where the delivery driver had placed it... on December 2.

I called the printing company, apologized for my error, and assured them that those many days out in the 
elements had inflicted no damage to the box or its contents. We were fortunate and I was reminded that it’s 
never too early to hold off making judgments about others’ actions and intentions.

If you haven’t collected your none-the-worse-for-wear offering envelopes for this year, they’re available at 
Mission Central or by delivery if you want me to bring them to you. I promise not to leave them on a 
deck in front of a red door at your residence.

our 2023 information directory is almost here
We hope to have the print version of this year’s information directory available for distribution this Sunday, 
February 19, or the next. We’ll have a copy reserved and labeled for every household included in the 
directory, plus some extra copies available. If there are errors in your listing, please contact the church office 
(or just talk to Bill Coley); we’ll issue corrections in the next issue of this newsletter. 

We also expect to distribute a PDF version of the new directory, but at the moment it’s not clear when that 
will happen.
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