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Join us in February!
February’s breakfast potluck: 
February 5, 9:00 a.m.  (Bible study after worship)

there’s still time to have a happy new year
So these first three weeks of 2023 haven’t lived up to the promise of a “happy new year”? Don’t give up! 
There’s life waiting for you and your faith. Start with this issue of UP2DATE and read all about it.

welcome, Kirsten Byerly!
On January 1, Kirsten Byerly made her confession of faith in Christ, a confession we will seal and affirm in 
baptism on Easter Sunday in the upper level worship center.

Kirsten first reached out to our church via our website in early September of last year. She then made her 
first visit to our worship and soon became a regular feature of our Sunday morning gatherings. She’s 
displayed a heart to serve, for example through her participation in Warm Up for Winter and the 2022 Red 
Kettle Campaign. Kirsten has blessed our congregation and we look forward to the ways God will work 
through her to strengthen our ministries and make a difference to our community. Welcome to our part of the 
family of God, Kirsten!

join us as we begin our journey to the cross
In the liturgical calendar of the Church, the season of Lent – a time of spiritual preparation for the 
challenges, burdens, and opportunities of the cross – begins with Ash Wednesday. In years past, we have 
held various forms of services, whether in-person or by phone. Recently, those services have not been well 
attended, so this year we invite you to take five minutes on Ash Wednesday 2023 (February 22) to pray for 
God’s direction and support to ready you for your personal journey-, and for our church and its congre-
gational journey to the cross. Take five minutes on that day to read the Bible verses we’ll publish to Mission 
Central in fellowship hall and on the church’s website, then to speak the prayer we’ll also provide, along with 
any other prayer matters that are on your heart. If you’re willing to participate in this five minute launch to our 
year 2023 journey to the cross, sign up at Mission Central, send us an email to , or call the office@fccem.org
church to leave us a voice mail.

No travel needed. No specific start time for which you’ll need to make yourself available. Just five minutes at 
some point on that day comprised of a few Bible readings and a prayer to which you add your own concerns. 
You can do this!

“Living and Loving the Life” series to post at our website
As a resource for our spiritual journeys to the cross this year, we will post to our 
church’s website brief, daily written devotional reflections as well as a series of video 
presentations, all under the title, “Loving and Living the Life.” The focus of the devotions 
will be finding the joy and satisfaction Jesus promised his followers when he said he 
came so that they could have life and have it more abundantly. Look for those devotions 
at the website beginning February 22.L

iving,
oving
lifethe

TO THE CROSS AND BEYOND

mailto:office@fccem.org


1. Call 309-306-0038.
2. When asked for an access code, enter 964600.
3. During or after the greeting from FCCEM, press the * key.

To join us by phone for worship or any other event
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and from Bill... thank you
Throughout my 40 years in ministry – the years here plus the three years I served a 
church while in seminary – one of the cornerstone “rules” has been never to repeat – 
not sermons, funeral content, or prayers; not invitations to offering and communion, 
Bible study material, or newsletter columns. I’ve been faithful to that rule, but in the 
face of the annual expression of the FCCEM congregation’s generosity to me in the 
Christmas season, I wonder whether the rule may require amendment. 

I’m out of ways to say thanks for your gifts. Every year I know they’re coming, and 
every year I’m surprised and humbled when they arrive. I don’t think that’s going to change.... But at least I 
now have a new avenue of creativity for these annual thank you notes: Each year I’ll find a new way to tell 

praise God for the lives of Walter and Eula Mae Clark
We were saddened last Sunday to learn that long-time FCCEM member Eula Mae Clark had died at her 
apartment in the New Perspectives facility in Silvis. Our sadness multiplied when we learned on Thursday of 
this week that Eula Mae’s husband, Walter – he too a resident at New Perspectives – had also died. We 
will celebrate their lives in a combined funeral service at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 21, at Esterdahl 
Mortuary in Moline. For this issue of UP2DATE, as is our practice, we honor these faithful servants in 
printed and digital words.

Eula Mae spoke with clarity, conviction, and passion. She cared deeply about the causes of her life, 
especially her family, but also, lucky for us, her church. She worked at Blackhawk College for nearly two 
decades, and served as our financial secretary (tracking income) for 
several years, during which time she served on our church board. Though 
mobility issues eventually made it impossible for her to attend worship, she 
kept current via our newsletter and occasional calls to some guy named 
Bill in search of updates on the health and wellness of the church as a 
whole and the people in it. Her greatest joy and deepest passion, however, 
was her family, especially Walter, her husband of 66 years.

Walter spoke alternatively with a chuckle or an urgency in his voice. He 
found humor in life’s incidental moments, the kinds of moments to which many of us pay little attention. And 
when he didn’t speak with a chuckle or urgency, he spoke with passion. If he had something to say, he 
wanted us to hear him. We was a draftsman by training and an engineer by inclination. He delighted in 
solving problems (and jigsaw puzzles!) He worked for John Deere and J.I. Case, but more immediate to us, 
he worked for us, as he frequented our “work days” and often trimmed the hedges that line the west edge of 
our property line.  Walter and Eula Mae blessed our ministry, and for their lives we praise God.

“I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even after dying. Everyone 
who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die.” John 14.25-26
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What’s Inside?
Introductions to Bible books

what’s inside DANIEL?
This monthly series summarizes one or more Bible books, NOT to 
tell you everything you need to know about them, but rather to tell 
you enough to raise your curiosity about their contents and possible 
usefulness in your life and our world. We invite you to receive these 
brief summaries as invitations to strengthen (or perhaps revive or 
even launch) your connection to Scripture. A word from God awaits 
you in the pages of that Bible that sits on your shelf or table, or in 
your mobile device. Go get it!

Daniel is more than one book: 

• Its opening chapters describe the title character’s rise to 
influence and authority during the Judean exile in Babylon. 

• The final six chapters report dramatic visions of apocalyptic confrontations between forces of good and 
evil, the ultimate victory of good assured by the power of God. 

• The opening chapters present Daniel as a strong, resilient, and faithful hero, and surrounds him with 
equally faithful friends who survive a fiery furnace just before Daniel overcomes the beasts in a lion’s 
den.

• The final chapters showcase the showdown between the powers of earth and heaven, and call faithful 
readers to courage under fire.

Daniel is a challenging read. Pieces of it are adventurous, even swashbuckling. Other pieces elicit tension 
and anxiety as we search for modern meaning in such ancient forms of address. The bottom line message in 
the book, however, is hope: In the end, God wins. That’s a good outcome.

notice daniel 3.17-18
17 If our God whom we are serving exists, he is able to rescue us from the furnace of blazing fire, and 
he will rescue us, O king, from your power as well. 18 But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we 
don't serve your gods, and we will not pay homage to the golden statue that you have erected.”

on our 2022 numbers, great and small
In the year 2022, we experienced the joy of new members (six people transferred their membership to 
FCCEM), increased worship and Sunday group attendance (16% and 43% increases, respectively, 
over their 2021 averages), a larger-than-usual number of first-time worship guests (26), and the 
launch of a new ministry (Warm Up for Winter). Praise God! We also saw the return of two 
important pieces of our ministry, one in the community (our preparation and service of a meal at a 
Churches United meal site), and one in-house (monthly breakfast potlucks).

But the year also brought us a fresh collection of financial concerns, with our weekly offerings 
averaging significantly less than was required to meet the needs of our congregational budget, a reality 
that forced us to use savings to make ends meet. Such a financing strategy can’t work long term, of 
course, so we must strengthen our financial foundation by attracting new active participants and 
evaluating our own giving levels. God continues to provide! But make no mistake, WE are among the 
means through which God provides. 
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“Amazon Smile” program ends February 13
This week we received notice from Amazon that on February 13 of this year it will end the Amazon Smile 
program in which we have been enrolled for several years and through which many of us have donated to 
our church by doing nothing more than making purchases from Amazon.

We’ve publicized the simple mechanics of the Smile program on multiple occasions, so for this article we’ll 
simply encourage you to make all of your Amazon purchases from now through February 12 through 
Amazon Smile, making sure that FCCEM is the charity your purchase will benefit. Remember that making 

purchases through Amazon Smile COSTS YOU NOTHING EXTRA, and that 
Amazon returns 0.5% of the cost of your purchase back to us. Our thanks to all 
who have made Amazon Smile purchases over the years.

a new communications era at FCCEM
On Wednesday of this week, technicians from the communications company called Metronet brought fiber 
optic lines to our church building from 7th St and in the process launched a new era of communications at 
FCCEM. 

After decades of partnership with AT&T and its now-so-slow form of Internet connection available to us at our 
location in East Moline, as you read this we have both phone- and Internet service via fiber optic lines. The 
result will be monthly charges a bit lower than what we previously paid, but 
more consequentially, much faster and predictable Internet connections. We 
benefitted greatly from the recent move of our AT&T equipment to the kitchen 
from the upper level office. But the new Metronet connections should be 5-10 
times faster still. As per usual, praise God!

Some additional details:

1) The name and password of the church’s Wi-Fi network remain the same 
with the new service provider. That said, however, the first time you access the 
network, you *might* have to delete the “FCCEM” network from your device then 
add it back in order for your device access it properly. If that happens, you will 
only have to do so once.

2) The equipment we purchased allows download speeds throughout the lower level of our facility that are 
around eight times faster than our previous system. The difference is obvious! The new equipment gives 
quite acceptable speeds at many locations on the upper level of the building, but NOT everywhere there. 
When circumstances permit us to return to the upper level for worship, we will need to purchase one, 
perhaps two, additional pieces to guarantee excellent speeds everywhere on both levels.

3) The new equipment does NOT affect cell phone signal strength. If you had trouble getting a strong 
signal in fellowship hall before this week, you’ll still have trouble after this week. BUT using Wi-Fi calling, as 
we have previously recommended, is now an even more reliable workaround if you have cell signal issues.

our red kettle 2023 results 
We’ve announced this bit of information in multiple ways, but it deserves to be distributed from every 
available source available to us: Our team of bell ringers in the 2022 version of our involvement in the 
Salvation Army’s Red Kettle Campaign welcomed $232.17 of donations during their four hour shift at the 
Moline Walmart on December 17. Thanks to the seven members of the team, and praise to God for the 
donors who made this year’s result possible.
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a reminder
As reported elsewhere in this issue, we’re changing our provider of telephone and Internet services as of this 
week. Gone is the 20th century technology of copper wiring, and in its place is the relatively recent 
phenomenon of fiber optics. As a result of this change, we’ll pay a bit less per month for those two services, 
but more significantly, we’ll enjoy much faster Internet access, an improvement that will allow us to consider 
additional ways to connect with the world around us (broadcasting our worship via Facebook Live or similar 
services, for example).

This is an exciting development for us as we serve in an ever-more linked and loaded society. Modern 
communication happens at light speed. Businesses and organizations that refuse/fail to stay current risk 
falling behind, or worse, out of touch. So praise God for the changes we’re making this week.

But stripped of its technological sophitication, communication itself – the written, spoken, and visual interplay 
between two or more parties – hasn’t and won’t ever change. “Hi” remains an effective conversation starter. 
“What have you been up to?” still expresses interest in another person’s journey. And “Hey God!” will always 
be one way to get God’s attention when we pray.

We no longer talk on phones that hang on walls and must be wound up to power connections. Telegrams are 
still an option, but most of us choose emails and text messages for personal written communications. When 
it comes to our conversations with God, we don’t have to upgrade to the latest cell phone technologies or 
devise the next great advance to our wireless footprints. We need only speak – aloud or in spirit – and God 
will hear. 

In all the rush and worry of modern life, and the high-sounding vocabulary used to report the way we 
communicate, don’t forget to say something.

“was Jesus God?” study closing in on its end
After more than 150 sessions over the last more than 3-1/2 years, our Sunday group Bible study group’s 
investigation into the question of whether Jesus was God will soon come to a close. The group has reviewed 
600 Bible passages – both Old- and New Testaments – viewed a portion of a related video series, and is 
currently evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of proposed cases in support of the “yes” and “no” 
answers to the study’s central question.

What’s next for the group? We don’t know, but we know who can help us figure it out. You! Our Sunday 
group is known for its intense and rigorous approaches to subjects, its willingness to tackle controversial 
ones, and its intense but casual, and serious but laugh-at-any-moment approach to group study. If you have 
a specific topic, a general area, or some other suggestion for the group’s emphasis, we’d love to consider it. 
Pass your idea(s) along to Bill Coley or any group member (you can identify them after their Sunday 
sessions by their smiling faces and low level growls). And as always, the group would love to welcome you to 
their company.

warm up for winter results and reassessment
On January 14 we held our second distribution of the winter outerwear we’ve collected through our Warm Up 
for Winter ministry, which we launched last fall. To our disappointment, we didn’t welcome any potential 
clothing recipients on the 14th (though the team of volunteers who gathered to serve any who visited us 
enjoyed each other greatly!) As a result, we will review the ministry’s operation, particularly as to how we get 
the word out to the community. Before we can give away coats and such, people need to know that we have 
coats and such to give away. We’ll figure it out... or God will lead us in a new direction. Regardless, we 
remain committed to serving our community in the name of Jesus.
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To Donate Online to FCCEM

1. Visit fccem.org/donate.

2. At the bottom of the page, click the “Donate to FCCEM” button.

3. Complete the form presented in the resulting box with such details as the amount of your gift, your desired 
means of payment, contact info, etc. Choose to pay by card or bank transfer at the bottom of the box.

4. The default recipient of your gift is our general fund, where most donations are deposited. If you’re 
donating to a specific ministry - e.g. “Christmas Season Donation...,” “Helmets of Hope,” etc - use the “Give 
to:” drop down menu in the upper right corner of the box to specify the target of your gift.

5. Click the slider next to the words “Cover fees?” if you want to add to your donation the small fee that is 
deducted from online donations so that we receive the full amount you intend to give.

6. When you’ve provided and double-checked the accuracy of all the required information, click the “Give 
$x.xx” button at the bottom of the form. And you’re done! 100% safely and securely!
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