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Join us in December
December’s breakfast potluck: 
December 4, 9:00 a.m.

add to your “thankful for” list: read this issue!
Of course it won’t be the reading that adds to your list; it will be the ministries in which we’re involved, in 
which YOU can be involved. Our fall-into-winter ministry explosion continues. Read on!

Thanksgiving
2022

@FCCEM

share a table with us at our annual Thanksgiving potluck
This is the weekend for our annual Thanksgiving potluck feast, which we will hold 
immediately after worship in fellowship hall. The “rule” for this most calorie-rich of our 
congregational gatherings, is the same as for every other potluck: Bring food to share if 
you can and want to, but if you can’t or don’t want to bring food, join us anyway. From 
decades of experience we know that God ALWAYS provides.

And what kind of food should you bring? Whatever you want, in whichever categories 
you choose. Way back when we embraced the potluck conventions of the day: Last 
names beginning with the letters A-L should bring this kind of dish, and those with 
names beginning with M-Z, that kind. At some point we decided to let the Spirit lead us 
to each meal’s menu, and the results have proven predictably wonderful. So simply 
follow your instincts - which we’ll call God’s leading - and what you bring will surely 
bless.

celebrate God’s bounty to others through our church
We’re celebrating another year of our annual Thanksgiving food basket ministry, in which 
we provide a collection of food items for families in challenging circumstances. This year 
we received contact information for two recommended households (thank you to those 
who provided those names!). So our team shopped and delivered the items this week. In 
addition, we have decided to make a financial donation in an amount equal to what we 

would have spent on four food baskets to the anti-hunger ministries of Churches 
United, the ecumenical Christian ministry in the Quad Cities of which we have been a 
part for decades. Churches United manages 23 food pantries in the area as well as the 
meal site at Zion Lutheran Church in Davenport at which we serve on the fourth 

Wednesday of even-numbered months. Thanks to and praise God for this year’s donors to 
our Thanksgiving food basket ministry!



1. Call 309-306-0038.
2. When asked for an access code, enter 964600.
3. During or after the greeting from FCCEM, press the * key.

To join us by phone for worship or any other event
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Christmas is coming; help us get ready
We’re excited about the vision our team has for the look and feel of fellowship hall 
during the upcoming Christmas season. You can help bring that vision to life - and 
add your own two cents! - by joining the team, which at the moment plans to gather at 
the church on Saturday, November 26, beginning at 10:00 a.m. The team will 
accomplish various tasks including cleaning tables, placing centerpieces and various 
decorations, including our nativity set, and other tasks as needed. In addition, on the 
26th the team will schedule a follow-up arrangement session to tweak the design as 
called for. Finally, if you have greenery (artificial boughs, wreaths, etc) that you are 
willing to lend to our design, bring those to church with you on the 26th or before, or 
contact the church and we’ll pick them up from you, then return them to you after the 
Christmas season.  If you need additional information about this new approach to 
creating our Christmas season space, contact Rhonda McClintock or Angie Jones. 

help decorate the lives of newborns
Our decision to end our association with Operation Christmas Child and replace it with a winter clothing 
collection and distribution outreach means that this year we will not collect winter outerwear items for the 
Salvation Army (please direct such donations to our Warm Up for Winter ministry). But our other Christmas 
season item collection - of clothing and accessories for newborn infants - WILL continue.

During the month of December we'll collect clothing and other items useful to newborns and their families as 
served by Pregnancy Resources. Here's the list of recommendation donations: terrycloth & blanket 
sleepers (newborn to 18 months); cloth diapers; diaper pins; undershirts or onesies; outfits; sweaters; 
hooded bath towels; changing pads; baby wipes; disposable diapers; plastic pants; blankets & receiving 
blankets; new bottles & pacifiers; bibs; socks & booties; and toys. Please place your donated items in the 
crib we’ll station in fellowship hall.

help us pray and sing and wish on Christmas Eve
Weather and parking lot conditions permitting, we will gather in fellowship hall for a Christmas Eve prayer 
service on December 24 at 11:00 p.m. a throwback to the time at which we held Christmas Eve services for 
decades. We’ll sing some favorite carols and seasonal songs, hear the Christmas story on the night of its 
greatest impact, write Christmas wish/prayer lists for the coming year, and pray for our church, our nation, 
our world – by name and challenge. If you want to join us for the service by phone, use our conference call 
service, instructions for which are found below (the method works regardless of when you connect).
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What’s Inside?
Introductions to Bible books

what’s inside LAMENTATIONS?
This monthly series summarizes one or more Bible books, NOT to 
tell you everything you need to know about them, but rather to tell 
you enough to raise your curiosity about their contents and possible 
usefulness in your life and our world. We invite you to receive these 
brief summaries as invitations to strengthen (or perhaps revive or 
even launch) your connection to Scripture. A word from God awaits 
you in the pages of that Bible that sits on your shelf or table, or in 
your mobile device. Go get it!

Lamentations teems with sadness, regret, judgment, and despair. 
Its opening verse reports Jerusalem’s deserted streets. Its second 
verse describes night-long tear streams that mar the city’s cheeks. 

Its third verse identifies Judah, of which Jerusalem was the capital, as a captor’s option-less hostage. And 
the book ends with its narrator’s plaintive inquiries to God that ask, “Why do you continue to forget us? Why 
have you abandoned us for so long?” (Lamentations 5.20, NLT)

But in chapter 3 there’s a brief interruption of the book’s endless pessimism. There the author grounds his 
hope in God’s mercy and faithful love, both of which never end (see below).

Lamentations is a challenging read; don’t read it if you’re in a funk! But its brief bursts of hope in an 
otherwise barren landscape offer encouragement to us who live in the modern crazy world.

notice lamentations 3.55-57
55 But I called on your name, LORD, from deep within the pit. 56 You heard me when I cried, "Listen to 
my pleading! Hear my cry for help!" 57 Yes, you came when I called; 
you told me, "Do not fear." 

take time to celebrate life as it was, and as it forever will be
Betty Keener gave us first hand knowledge of the term, “Pennsylvania Dutch.’She brought energetic spunk 
to the world, and therefore, to our church. She told stories with a wonder-filled voice, each successive detail 
seeming to express her surprise as the narrative unfolded. She added predictable fillers such as “this and 
that” and “all that jazz” to most of her spoken words, as if to confirm her role as narrator. But those who knew 
her didn’t need the help; hers was an obvious and delightful presence. And while you grieve our loss as a 
congregation, think also of the ownership and staff at Quad Cities USA Family Restaurant, on Avenue of the 
Cities in Moline. The only location at which Betty spent more time, we think, was her home. They have 
missed her too following her death on September 5 at the age of 95.

Well-functioning congregations need people who are both passionate about the church and skilled in ways 
that promote its well being. For us at FCCEM, Bob Grove was such a person. He cared deeply about our 
worship and mission life, and possessed a skill set that made him the right one to serve as the chairperson of 
our property committee for decades. His professional background as an engineer meant that he knew how to 
solve problems. His love for our church meant that it was important to him that he helped solve our problems. 
Bob knew how things worked and how to fix them when they didn’t. He served in every imaginable 
leadership role, and, in partnership with his wife, Shirley, and his daughter Terri - both who lost battles with 
cancer in previous years - formed a trio who made a blessed difference to our church. Bob Grove died on 
October 23 at the age of 91. 
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celebrate the people of your life with a Christmas season donation
A final published reminder that we are still welcoming Christmas season financial donations to support the 
general ministries of our congregation from people who through their generosity want to remember and 
honor the people of their lives. In the December issue of UP2DATE, as well as at Mission Central and on the 
tables in fellowship hall, we will publish a list of donors and the people they wish to honor. Complete and 
detach the form below, then include it with your donation. The deadline is Sunday, December 11.

Christmas
2022

@FCCEM

hear the red kettles calling
For the last two decades we’ve staffed a Salvation Army red kettle station, most 
frequently at the Moline Walmart, for a block of time on a Saturday during the 
Christmas season. Ringing the bell at such a kettle is a simple and seasonal way 
to make a difference to our community.

The Salvation Army has recently reported its great difficulty staffing many of its 
stations, which dramatically reduces the amount of money the Army receives from 
its Red Kettle campaign. Less money, of course, means less of a difference their 
ministry can make.

Currently seven people have signed up to ring in this year’s version of our red 
kettle campaign, set for Saturday, December 17, at Walmart. If that number 
remains unchanged, we will reserve a four hour block – 10:00-2:00pm –  and that 
will be GREAT! But if there are more people who want to ring, that would be even 
GREATER! If YOU want to help staff this year’s bucket, contact Bill Coley, leave 
a message on the church’s answering machine, send the church an email, or in 
some other way communicate your interest. We need to know by Thanksgiving Day how many total bell 
ringers we’ll have on our team so that we can finalize our reservation. 

CHRISTMAS SEASON OFFERING 2022 Return with your gift by December 11 

Please write/print legibly!Your Name _____________________________

Those you wish to honor/remember  ________ ________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

annual congregational meeting coming up
We will consider the year 2023 budget recommended for passage by our general board at our annual 
congregational meeting, currently scheduled for immediately after worship on Sunday, December 18. In 
addition, as is our practice, we will vote on the slate of persons nominated to serve next year as our trustees, 
financial officers, and other general board members. According to our constitution and by-laws, anyone of 
any age and connection to our church may attend our congregational meetings, but only members of the 
church may vote.
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We’re blessed by the news that last weekend’s craft and vendor event raised 
more than $1,500 to support the general ministries of our congregation. A 
eclectic combination of vendors along with a mountain of magnificent baked 
goods and a high caliber collection of items for the event’s “bargain central” 
provided great experiences to both vendors and shoppers (all vendors 
expressed their willingness to return to future events we hold!) Our thanks to 
everyone who donated to, prayed for, or otherwise supported the event. Special 
thanks to and praise God for the team who planned and managed things before, 
during, and after. It was a lot of work that paid off in a way that will help us 
immediately, and has inspired the team to begin envisioning the next one.

praise God for a magnificent craft-vendor event!

praise God by standing up with your church in challenging financial times
Without a doubt, last weekend’s craft+vendor event was a big success. Praise God! But no single event, 
save perhaps the discovery of a gold mine in the furnace room, could secure our congregation’s long-term 
financial health; that possibility and responsibility rests with us.

Weekly offerings over the last couple of months have dropped to 
unsustainable levels. Our treasurer has had to transfer money from our savings in 

order to pay basic expenses. While we’re blessed to have savings to turn 
to in seasons such as this, those savings won’t last. As a congregation, we 
must rise up to meet the needs before us.

The good news is that this has been a good year at FCCEM when it comes 
to welcoming new people. We’ve been blessed by every person who’s chosen to connect to our family. 

Additionally, we’ve been blessed by the decision several households have made to increase their giving this 
year over last (thank you!) But for a variety of reasons, we’ve also experienced a loss of resources which, 
unfortunately, has been greater than the gains.

So, we encourage you to support our congregation and its ministries through your regular giving. Celebrate 
special outcomes such as the craft & vendor event, yes, but also praise God for the support we all provide 
with our donations from week to week or month to month. 

helmets of hope’s seventh anniversary approaches 
December 5 will mark the seventh anniversary of the first-ever delivery made by Helmets of Hope, our 
essential household supply ministry to veterans facing various forms of housing chaos. The supply delivery 
we made this week to the VA’s Community Resources and Referral Center in Davenport 
was the ministry’s 136th. The five “move-in kits” – 34-item collections of essential 
cleaning products and easy-to-prepare food items – provided in that delivery raised 
the total number of such kits we’ve provided to 622, and the total number of items 
we’ve given to veterans through our partner agencies to 25,289.      

In one sense, the preceding paragraph reports a blizzard of numbers whose effect 
can easily diminish as its data points mount. In another sense, however, the 
paragraph is also some of the most persuasive evidence of our claim of being “a 
small church doing BIG things.” What’s the likelihood of a congregation our size mounting then for seven 
years sustaining a ministry the size of Helmets of Hope?  As you celebrate this achievement, be sure to 
praise the God who made that achievement possible.
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Since mid-September we’ve been collecting winter outerwear items as part of our new “Warm Up for Winter” 
ministry. On November 5, we conducted our first clothing distribution event. We didn’t receive the traffic we 
expected, but ministry team members who gathered to welcome our guests enjoyed the morning.

Our experience with this ministry to-date suggests that we need to do a better job in getting the word out, 
both as to item collection and donation. It may not be until winter 2023-24 that we achieve the results we 
expected.

For the moment, you can support the ministry through prayer (of course), as well donations of new- or gently 
used winter outwear (coats, hats, gloves, scarves, 
etc) and sharing the news with your friends, family, 
and neighbors. If you have a Facebook or other 
social media account, consider linking to the 
church’s Facebook page or website. Help us help 
our community!

a Warm Up for Winter update

a reminder
A situation comedy series called “Hogan’s Heroes” aired for six seasons in the late 60's and early 70's. In 
168 episodes it chronicled the exploits of a sabotage and prisoner of war escape unit stationed in a German 
POW camp during World War II. The humor of the series resulted from the predictable weekly victories of the 
unit’s smart operations and sassy rhetorical flair over the German war effort as led, at Germany’s stalag 13, 
by a bumbling commanding colonel named Klink and an affable but essentially incapable sergeant named 
Schultz, whose most famous catch phrase was, “I hear nothing. I see nothing. I know NOTHING!”

I’ve long loved the show, including it in my top five or ten TV shows of all time. That’s an assessment not at 
all widely shared, as many commentators have called it one of the worst TV shows of all time due largely to 
its making light of WWII Germany just 25 years or so after the end of the Nazi reign of terror and genocide. I 
understand the criticism, but still can’t help but love the show.

I’ve seen every episode, I’m guessing, between 8-12 times. My familiarity with the series’ plot lines and script 
content extends to the point that I can quote some next lines before they’re spoken. However familiar the 
content - however certain I am about the outcome of any given episode - I keep going back. The series’ 
DVDs are easily among the most played in our home video collection.

In the last two months of every year we celebrate two of our most beloved holidays, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. Even though we know full well that we have much for which we can feel grateful and that Jesus 
was born in a Bethlehem manger, every year we revisit Thanksgiving and Christmas. Why? Because there is 
something about the plot lines of those two events, however familiar, that compels our attention and feeds us 
anew upon our every visit. Thanksgiving and Christmas never get old because there’s always something new 
to add to our thankful- and need for a savior lists.

May your return visits to those seasonal friends this year surprise you and yours by their power, grace, 
beauty, love, and hope.

Give thanks to the LORD and proclaim his greatness. Let the whole world know what he has done. 
Sing to him; yes, sing his praises. Tell everyone about his wonderful deeds.  Exult in his holy name; 
rejoice, you who worship the LORD. Search for the LORD and for his strength; continually seek him. 

psalm 105.1-3 (nlt)
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To Donate Online to FCCEM

1. Visit fccem.org/donate.

2. At the bottom of the page, click the “Donate to FCCEM” button.

3. Complete the form presented in the resulting box with such details as the amount of your gift, your desired 
means of payment, contact info, etc. Choose to pay by card or bank transfer at the bottom of the box.

4. The default recipient of your gift is our general fund, where most donations are deposited. If you’re 
donating to a specific ministry - e.g. “Christmas Season Donation...,” “Helmets of Hope,” etc - use the “Give 
to:” drop down menu in the upper right corner of the box to specify the target of your gift.

5. Click the slider next to the words “Cover fees?” if you want to add to your donation the small fee that is 
deducted from online donations so that we receive the full amount you intend to give.

6. When you’ve provided and double-checked the accuracy of all the required information, click the “Give 
$x.xx” button at the bottom of the form. And you’re done! 100% safely and securely!

Over the last year it seems that every issue of this monthly publication has included an 
article about our ongoing technical challenges, rooted primarily in the fact that most of 
our activity now takes place in fellowship hall, a space shielded from dangers of many 
kinds, including cell phone and wi-fi signals (!) We finally resolved the audio issues that 
regularly disrupted the signal for those who worship with us by phone. We now 
share with you the good news that within the last couple of weeks we’ve 
resolved two other fellowship hall communications issues:

1) We moved our Wi-Fi modem/router from the church office to the 
kitchen, which brought a predictable Internet connection to devices located on 
the building’s lower level.

2) We discovered the option of “Wi-Fi calling,” which has dramatically improved the 
odds of making and receiving cell calls when on the lower level by transferring such functions from one’s cell 
phone network to the local Wi-Fi connection, which in our fellowship hall is now a FAR more reliable option. 

If you have issues making/receiving calls in fellowship hall, consider turning on Wi-Fi calling when in 
the building. To do so, tap your phone keypad’s settings (on your editor’s Android device, done by tapping 
the three vertical dots in the upper right corner of the keypad’s screen, then choosing “Settings”). “Wi-Fi 
calling” should be listed as an option you can turn on/off by tapping its toggle switch. The first time you turn 
on Wi-Fi calling, the service should ask you to enter the physical address of your location in case you need 
911 services (the church’s address is 3501 7th St in East Moline). After that, with Wi-Fi calling on you’ll have 
no trouble with calls. HOWEVER, to avoid connection troubles once you leave the building, remember to turn 
Wi-Fi calling back off as you leave; doing so will return you to your cell carrier’s network. In future visits to the 
building, simply repeat that process, though you won’t have to bother with the address task after you 
complete it the first time (unless you turn on Wi-Fi calling when at another location!)

on the tech front: “wi-fi calling” makes a difference
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