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Join us in November
November’s breakfast potluck: 
November 6, 9:00 a.m.

ghouls and goblins, have we got news for you!
It’s that special time of the year when we buy candy, but leave our porch lights off so we won’t have to share 
the candy with passing sugar seekers. As you ponder that profound insight, read on....

don’t just trick-or-treat; TRUNK-or-treat ... @ FCCEM
Our annual welcome of the neighborhood to our grounds is just a couple of weeks away! For all but one of 
the last fifteen years, on our church grounds we’ve created a Halloween 
evening “Trunk or Treat” experience for kids and their chaperones. 
The ministry has evolved a great deal over the years, but at heart it 
remains a simple way for us to serve and welcome others as we make 
ourselves known to our neighbors.

We’ve been collecting bags of individually-wrapped candy for the last 
couple of weeks, and that collection will continue into Halloween day 
itself. Trunk or Treat brings 400-600 guests to our grounds, so we  
distribute thousands of pieces of candy. Your candy donation WILL 
make a difference! (NOTE: As an alternative, you may make a 
financial donation, which we’ll use to buy candy for you. You may make 
such a donation via cash, check, or our website; just be sure to identify 
Trunk or Treat as the recipient of your gift.)

A second way you can help is to help us organize The Pointe, the area on the east side of our building from 
which we welcome and distribute candy to our guests. We’ve scheduled a clean-up and set-up session for 
Saturday, October 29, beginning at 9:00 a.m. Come over whenever you can to help us clean up debris, 
hang lights, and set up tables. It’s a fun time primarily because everyone helping anticipates the good thing 
for which they’re helping us prepare.

Still another way you can help is to join our welcome team on Halloween night. There the “job” is simply to 
find a spot at one of the tables and wait for our guests to come to you asking for a handout, which you’ll 
provide from the candy we have collected. You can don a costume or not - your call. It’s a lot of fun and 
about the fastest three hours you’ll spend this fall.

Finally, you can help us by praying for the success of the ministry. Our objective is to provide a great 
experience for our guests as we make our church known to the neighborhood. Your prayerful support will 
energize our efforts.



1. Call 309-306-0038.
2. When asked for an access code, enter 964600.
3. During or after greeting from FCCEM, press the * key.

To join us by phone for Sunday worship (10:30 a.m.)
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“Warm Up for Winter” updates
Our new ministry welcomes new- and gently-used 
coats, hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, etc. as 
donated by people within and beyond our church, 
for eventual distribution to those in need. Two 
important developments:

1. We have changed to a once-weekly model for 
receiving donations - on Tuesdays from 9-11 a.m. (plus other times, but only by appointment) in our 
winter wear ministry. 

2. We will hold our first item distribution session - of adult coats and accessories only - on Saturday, 
November 5, from 9:00-Noon, or while supplies last.

You can be part of this ministry by welcoming donations on a Tuesday mornng, by donating one or more 
items to our collection, via a financial donation, by spreading the word to others, and by praying for the 
ministry’s success.

NOTE 1: Because our building serves as a polling place for Rock Island County, on Tuesday, November 8, 
the date of the midterm elections, we will not collect Warm Up for Winter garments.

NOTE 2: In light of our efforts to launch Warm Up for Winter, this year we will not collect winter apparel items 
for the Salvation Army during the month of December as we have done in years past.

craft & vendor event will raise funds for our church
We’re preparing for a craft and vendor event whose proceeds will support our 
general fund, an event we’ve scheduled for Saturday, November 12, from 8-
3pm in fellowship hall. The fundraiser will present handmade craft items, the 
goods and services of a variety of vendors, items on a “bargain table,” much akin 
to what you might find in a rummage or garage sale, and coffee beverages and 
food from the Java Java Café in west Davenport. As is always the case in our 
ministries, you can help:

   Help plan the event. Attend the meeting of the event’s planning team that will 
start at 10:00 a.m., between the Bible study and the beginning of worship, this 
Sunday, October 16.

   Contact Dawn Dumoulin if you have a vendor to recommend for our sale (NOTE: We can’t guarantee 
that we’ll be able to include all recommended vendors.)

   Sort through your own collection of “stuff” so as to donate items to the “bargain table”

   Help set up for the event. The team will set up after the November 9 board meeting, which should 
conclude by 7:30 p.m.



What’s Inside?
Introductions to Bible books

what’s inside JEREMIAH?
This monthly series summarizes one or more Bible books, NOT to 
tell you everything you need to know about them, but rather to tell 
you enough to raise your curiosity about their contents and possible 
usefulness in your life and our world. We invite you to receive these 
brief summaries as invitations to strengthen (or perhaps revive or 
even launch) your connection to Scripture. A word from God awaits 
you in the pages of that Bible that sits on your shelf or table, or in 
your mobile device. Go get it!

When it comes to the number of words found in it, the book of 
Jeremiah in the Old Testament is the second-longest book of the 
Bible, totaling less than 100 fewer words than the Psalms. But 

similarities between those two books other than their length and Testament location are few.

Jeremiah is a prophet who wrote during a time of great turmoil in the history of Judah, which was the 
surviving kingdom after the Assyrians overran the kingdom of Israel about 120 years earlier, and about 600 
years before the time of Jesus. His calling from God is to report to the people of Judah that they’re in trouble, 
that the reason they’re in trouble is that they have disobeyed God and turned to idols (other gods), that God 
is about to punish them through an exile into Babylon, BUT ALSO THAT God has a plan for them after they 
return from exile.

Jeremiah teems with pointed judgment against the people. Don’t read the book expecting light-hearted 
sentimentality. But said judgment is time-limited; it is not eternal. However bad (and deserved) their 
coming bad times, those times will end. Better days, by God’s intention and design, are coming.

Sounds like a word relevant to our times, doesn’t it?
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notice jeremiah 29.10-11
10 This is what the LORD says: “You will be in Babylon for seventy years. But then I will 
come and do for you all the good things I have promised, and I will bring you home again. 
11 For I know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD. “They are plans for good and not 
for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.

it’s meal site month; time to serve
That October is an even-numbered month means that on the fourth 
Wednesday of this month (October 26) our church will prepare and serve 
the meal (in to-go bags) at the Churches United meal site at a church in 
west Davenport. That we’re serving the meal again makes this a perfect 
time to invite you to join this ministry team.

We serve the meal site six times a year. Team members plan, purchase, 
prepare, and serve the meal to what recently has been 100 or more 
persons. Team members often donate some or all of the cost of the food items, but we have money set aside 
for our meal site ministry, so don’t let the cost keep you from volunteering. If you’re interested or want to 
know more, contact Jim Ledbetter or Bill Coley.
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a reminder
Next month we will launch our third COVID-era journey through the Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas 
seasons (on the Christian calendar, “Advent” is the month-long (or so) season of preparation for the birth of 
Christ). I specify the era of those recent journeys because since the pandemic’s brutal arrival in early 2020, 
the “holidays” have not felt very holiday-ish. Each season since has seemed coerced, as if forced to dwell 
amidst a prevailing chaos. 

– It was hard to feel festive when thousands of our fellow Americans were dying daily, and hundreds of 
thousands of others were hospitalized with serious, often life-threatening, conditions.

– It was hard to feel festive when a consequential portion of our population rejected the counsel of public 
health experts, which led to conflicts between competing communities, conflicts that made more painful and 
corrosive already-extant social divides.

– It was hard to feel festive when it seemed that COVID would always have another, more dangerous, 
variant.

– And as Thanksgiving and Christmas 2022 near, it’s hard to feel festive when the cultural/political landscape 
is as broken and marred as ever, and our financial/economic future is at best uncertain.

If you accept as accurate any of the claims I just made, you know why it’s important that we repeat 
Thanksgiving and Christmas every year. By the time we get to the fourth Thursday in November, we need a 
reminder to claim our blessings. And when another new year is exactly a week away in late December, we’re 
desperate for hope that what’s to come will be better than what just was. Thank God for reminders.

May the upcoming holiday seasons remind us all.

welcome to new FCCEM members!
It’s been a good year for us when it comes to welcoming new members. Earlier this year we celebrated the 
decisions of Colette Jorgenson and Deb Seybold to transfer their memberships to FCCEM. In the last 
couple of weeks, three more people have committed themselves to our ministry in new ways.

On October 2, Angie Jones refreshed her membership in our church, having reconnected with us in January 
of this year. In a bygone era (a.k.a, the ‘90s) she was active here, but life happened and circumstances 
changed, which resulted in her move away from FCCEM. But God found a way to reconnect her to our 
church, and since January she has blessed several aspects of our ministry, including our 9:00 a.m. Sunday 

group Bible study and, with Rhonda McClintock, the decoration of 
fellowship hall for the Christmas season (see article elsewhere).

On October 9, both Marty Long and Tom Yeater transferred their 
memberships to our church. We met Marty in 2016 when he and his dear 
and delightful late wife Linda visited our church for the first time. Linda lost a 

battle to cancer in 2017, but Marty has stayed connected to us, demonstrating 
in our 9:00 a.m. Sunday group his keen understanding of Scripture, and on 
several occasions offering welcome and experienced assistance to our efforts 

to deal with heating and air conditioning concerns.

Tom first worshiped with us in early 2019, and ever since has been deeply involved in our ministries, 
including Trunk or Treat, our Sunday group Bible study, and Operation Christmas Child. Currently Tom is 
serving regularly on our Warm Up for Winter team.

So praise God for the choices these three have made to affirm, refresh, and declare their place in our church 
family. Welcome to you all!
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Every year for decades, in November we have collected monetary 
donations that we used to purchase food items for Thanksgiving food 
baskets that we provided to families in our community. We will make 
this year’s collection over three Sundays, beginning on October 30. 
We will welcome your contribution to our efforts to brighten the 
Thanksgiving holiday for up to six households. You can donate on 
Sunday morning, by postal mail, or at our website (checks should be 
made out to the church, using the memo line to identify “Thanksgiving 
Baskets” as the target of your donation).

But there are other ways for you to help! You can...

– Recommend families in need who would benefit from such a food 
basket. Last year we changed the ministry so that we chose families based on in-house recommendations 
rather than the names given to us by a local Christian ministry. (NOTE: We can’t guarantee that we’ll be able 
to provide a basket to all recommended households.)

– Help assemble and deliver the food baskets. The church will pay for the food, but we need volunteers to 
assemble and deliver the baskets to their recipients. If you want to help, contact Marsha Jones.

– Pray for the success of the ministry.

it’s time for our annual thanksgiving food basket ministry 

join us for an annual Thanksgiving tradition
We will hold our annual congregational Thanksgiving potluck feast immediately after worship 

on Sunday, November 20. The “rule” for this potluck is the same as the “rule” we enforce 
with every potluck meal at FCCEM: Bring food to share if you can and want to. But if you 
can’t or don’t want to bring food, come anyway because God ALWAYS provides.

That we worship in fellowship hall means that you won’t have to make your way down 
steps to get to the meal after the service, and that before worship you can conveniently 
place any food you bring in a fridge or a warming oven, depending on its needs.

This meal is one of the most relaxed and satisfying events of our congregational year. We 
encourage you to invite family and friends to join you.

help us prepare our worship area for the Christmas season 
In years past, we’ve added wreaths, banners, and other seasonal messengers to our upper level lobby and 
worship areas to add depth and reminders to our celebration of the birth of Christ. Now that we worship in 
fellowship hall, we have established a ministry team whose task is to transform 
our fellowship hall in ways that add to our preparation for Christmas.

Leading that team are Angie Jones and Rhonda McClintock. Their initial 
vision for our worship space is exciting, but we’re not going to spoil the surprise 
in this article (plus, they’re eager to receive other ideas). If you want to help 
transform fellowship hall for the coming Christmas season, contact Angie by 
phone or text message (309-738-2280). 

Act fast! Jesus is coming!



Our 2022 CROP Hunger Walk Donation 

$130!
Thank you!
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To Donate Online to FCCEM

1. Visit fccem.org/donate.

2. At the bottom of the page, click the “Donate to FCCEM” button.

3. Complete the form presented in the resulting box with such details as the amount of your gift, your desired 
means of payment, contact info, etc. Choose to pay by card or bank transfer at the bottom of the box.

4. The default recipient of your gift is our general fund, where most donations are deposited. If you’re 
donating to a specific ministry - e.g. “Christmas Season Donation...,” “Helmets of Hope,” etc - use the “Give 
to:” drop down menu in the upper right corner of the box to specify the target of your gift.

5. Click the slider next to the words “Cover fees?” if you want to add to your donation the small fee that is 
deducted from online donations so that we receive the full amount you intend to give.

6. When you’ve provided and double-checked the accuracy of all the required information, click the “Give 
$x.xx” button at the bottom of the form. And you’re done! 100% safely and securely!

Every Christmas and Easter season we offer an opportunity to remember and honor the people of our lives, 
both in memory of those who have died and in appreciation for those still among us. We invite you to honor 
the people of your life by a financial gift to FCCEM over-and-above your regular giving. If you wish to offer a 
donation, please complete and detach the form below, making sure to write the requested information legibly. 
Then include the form with your gift (checks made out to FCCEM; you can also offer your gift through our 
church’s website, choose “Christmas Season Donation to FCCEM...” as the target of your gift). In the 
December issue of UP2DATE and at the Mission Central table we will publish a list of donors and the people 
their gifts honor.

honor the people of your life this Christmas

CHRISTMAS SEASON OFFERING 2022 Return with your gift by December 11 

Please write/print legibly!Your Name _____________________________

Whom you wish to honor/remember  _________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
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