
soon the leaves will fall, but not before displaying brilliance
And before we know it, weather conditions will disrupt our plans for worship and other ministry... but not 
before we display some brilliance of our own in the name of Jesus, as reported in this issue of UP2DATE.
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Join us in October
October’s breakfast potluck: 
October 2, 9:00 a.m.

CROP Hunger Walk 2022: Help us fight hunger!
FROM THECROP HU NGER WALKS WEBSITE:

“CROP Hunger Walks are community-based walk fundraising events held 
in cities and towns across the United States, created to support the global 
mission of Church World Service, a faith-based organization transforming 
communities around the globe through just and sustainable responses to 
hunger, poverty, displacement and disaster. After a CROP Hunger Walk 
ends, 25% of the funds raised is returned to the host community to support 
local hunger fighting efforts.

“The Crop Project began in 1947 when farmers were asked to donate food 
and seed crops to our hungry neighbors in post-World War II Europe and 
Asia. The first CROP Hunger Walks took place in Bismarck, North Dakota (1969), and York, Pennsylvania 
(1970). Since then, CROP Hunger Walk events have been held in hundreds of communities, large and small, 
raising millions of dollars to eradicate hunger and poverty.”

The 51st edition of the CROP Hunger Walk in the Quad Cities is set for Sunday, October 2, its course being 
the pedestrian walkway on the new I-74 bridge (total distance: approx 2-1/2 miles). So this year we welcome 
a brand new approach to travel between Iowa and Illinois in an iconic annual bi-state fundraising, need-
meeting tradition. Best of all, YOU can help!

YOU CAN...

O Walk with Bill Coley as part of our team on October 2. Contact Bill for more info.

O Donate via one of the following methods:
 –  In person, at our Sunday 10:30 a.m. worship on either September 25, October 2, or October 9.

 –  By mail, your check - made out to FCCEM, adding “CROP Hunger Walk” to its memo line - sent 
     to our church: 3501 7th St, East Moline, IL   61244.

 –  Online at our church's website - instructions available elsewhere in this issue. Choose “CROP
               Hunger Walk” as the target of your donation.

O Pray for the success of this year's walk: for our and every other participating team and walker.



a new sermon series - make that a two-series series - has launched
Last Sunday we launched “The Big Picture Bible,” the first two-series sermon series in Bill Coley’s 37+ 
years of service here. Using ten sermons between now and Thanksgiving, and then another 14 sermons in 
early 2023, culminating in Easter Sunday on April 9, Bill will call us to reflect on many of Scripture’s major 
themes, first as found in the Old Testament, and then in the New. Last Sunday, our focus was God’s creative 
genius, through which God called into being the heavens and the earth, the Body of Christ, and us. This 
weekend (September 25), our focus will turn to the agreements (“covenants”) God establishes with people, 
agreements attached to which are both blessings and curses. We encourage you to join us for worship, 
either in-person or by phone. If you can’t experience the sermons live, listen to them on our website 
(fccem.org/media/sermons).

1. Call 309-306-0038.
2. When asked for an access code, enter 964600.
3. During or after greeting from FCCEM, press the * key.

To join us by phone for Sunday worship (10:30 a.m.)
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Warm Up for Winter ministry has launched
We’ve now completed the second collection week 
of “Warm Up for Winter,” our new ministry to the 
community in which we will collect new- and gently-
used winter outerwear items (coats, hats, gloves, 
mittens, scarves, etc) for distribution free of charge 
those in need. As of this writing, we have welcomed 
more than 30 coats, along with several pairs of gloves, some hats and other items, which in our view reflects 
a successful launch to the ministry. That said, please note the following:

O Our collection of items is ongoing. It did not end after these opening weeks. Until further notice we will 
collect items at our church from 9:00-11:00 a.m. on Tuesdays, and from 5:00-7:00 p.m. on Thursdays.

O That our item collection continues means our need for volunteers continues. You can sign up to help at 
Mission Central, or simply stop over during one of the collection periods. We want at least two people to staff 
each collection period, but we’ll gladly welcome more than two.

O We’re currently only collecting items. Before announcing a distribution schedule, we want to ensure 
that we have a large- and diverse enough supply of items. We will of course keep you updated.

O Part of collecting a sufficient supply of items *might* include our purchase of items from local 
Goodwill or Salvation Army stores. So, you may also donate financially to the ministry. Instructions for 
online donations are available elsewhere in this issue. Choose “Warm Up for Winter” as the target of your 
donation.

craft-vendor event planned for November 12
We’ve planned a craft and select vendor sale event for Saturday, November 12, from 8:00-3:00 p.m. 
Proceeds from the sale will support the general ministries of our congregation. Invite the people of your life to 
shop this sale in search of their next great find.



What’s Inside?
Introductions to Bible books

what’s inside SONG OF SONGS and ISAIAH?
This monthly series summarizes one or more Bible books, NOT to 
tell you everything you need to know about them, but rather to tell 
you enough to raise your curiosity about their contents and possible 
usefulness in your life and our world. We invite you to receive these 
brief summaries as invitations to strengthen (or perhaps revive or 
even launch) your connection to Scripture. A word from God awaits 
you in the pages of that Bible that sits on your shelf or table, or in 
your mobile device. Go get it!

This month our compact review of Bible books includes two 
books of VERY different content: Song of Songs and Isaiah. 

Song of Songs is a collection of love poetry, expressing, most 
believe, the passions two people have for each other (others, perhaps in attempts to distract from the book’s 
obvious erotic overtones, suggest that the imagery reflects the love God has for people: for ancient Israel, 
the Church, and humanity). It’s hard to do justice to the intensity of the love expressed between the two 
characters in the Song of Songs, so we’ll simply encourage you to read it for yourself (armed with a cool, 
damp wash cloth for use as needed on your forehead).

Isaiah is the most-quoted of the Old Testament’s prophets, and for good reason. Any Bible book that 
contains BOTH the inspiration of this promise:

    For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be 
called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His government and its peace 
will never end. He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David       for all eternity. 
The passionate commitment of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies will make this happen! (Isaiah 9.6-7)

AND the encouragement of this proclamation:

   But those who trust in the LORD will find new strength. They will soar high on wings like eagles. They will 
run and not grow weary. They will walk and not faint. (Isaiah 40.31)

...is worthy of the time it takes to read it.

NOTE 1: Many scholars believe that Isaiah reflects at least two different time periods during ancient Israel’s 
history. The book’s first 39 chapters appear to report on Israel as it was 700+ years before the time of Jesus, 
while its final 27 chapters seem to come from during or after Judah’s exile into Babylon, perhaps 530-600 
years before the time of Jesus.

NOTE 2: Isaiah is necessary reading during the run-up to Christmas. How about planning to read two or 
three of its chapters per day from Thanksgiving Day forward?
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thanksgiving food basket ministry coming soon
We will collect financial donations on three Sundays (October 30, November 6 and 13) for our annual 
Thanksgiving basket ministry to six local households. You can also donate by postal mail (check to FCCEM, 
using the memo line to designate food baskets) or at our website [instructions for online donations are 
available elsewhere in this issue; choose “Thanksgiving Food Basket Ministry” as the target of your 
donation]. Last year we modified the ministry so that we chose the families to whom we provided food 
baskets from the names provided by people in our congregation. So be thinking about the families in need of 
whom you’re aware, and if want to recommend them, present their contact information to us by the second 
week of November. 
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Trunk or Treat returns to The Pointe!
“Trunk or Treat” is the single most fun and satisfying night of ministry 
on the FCCEM calendar. Each Halloween evening since 2007 (except 
for COVID-cancelled 2020) we have welcomed trick-or-treaters and 
their chaperones to our grounds, first on our 7th St sidewalk, then at the 
mouth of our driveway, and finally, for the last many years, on The 
Pointe on east side of our building. Every year we hand out thousands 
of pieces of candy to our hundreds of guests (the record is nearly 600!). 
This October 31 will bring Trunk-or-Treat XV... and YOU can help!

O Donate bags of individually-wrapped candy (look for the collection 
tote at the Mission Central table in fellowship hall beginning October 2). 
We distribute candy to LOTS AND LOTS AND LOTS of guests, so 
there’s basically no chance we won’t use what you provide.

O Donate financially and we’ll buy the candy for you. Be sure to mark your gift as intended for Trunk or 
Treat. [Instructions for online donations are available elsewhere in this issue. Choose “Trunk or Treat” as the 
target of your donation.]

O Join the welcome team. Help us welcome our guests with friendly greetings and, of course, some candy. 
Once situated at one of the picnic tables on The Pointe, you simply wait for people and their bags to come to 
you. It’s a simple yet immensely effective and satisfying ministry. Some members of our welcome team - 
including our pastor - dress up in costume for the night; others don’t. Your choice.

O Help us prepare The Pointe. We plan to clean up and organize The Pointe for Trunk or Treat on 
Saturday, October 29, beginning at 9:00 a.m. We’ll remove sticks and other debris, move tables into 
position, hang lights and make other final arrangements before Monday’s big night.

O Pray. Enough said. 

amazon smiles on FCCEM
Amazon Smile is a simple, no-added-cost way of supporting FCCEM. If 
you make purchases on Amazon, use the method described below so that 
0.5% of your purchases will come back to our church as part one of the 
foundation’s quarterly distributions. Here’s how:

1. Log on to smile.amazon.com (you might have to sign in using your 
Amazon account ID and password).

2. If it’s your first time logging in to Amazon Smile, click the yellow “Get 
Started” button, then search for “First Christian Church” to select us as your preferred charity. 
[IMPORTANT: Because there are many First Christian Churches in the country, be sure to select the one in 
East Moline, Illinois!]  Once you find us, click the “Select” button so that we become your default charity. 

3. To support FCCEM, you must log into smile.amazon.com rather than the more familiar amazon.com. 
Doing so changes NOTHING about your Amazon account - not your account number, or order history, or 
your payment preferences. The ONLY thing logging into smile.amazon.com does is to ensure that 0.5% of 
your purchase will come back to FCCEM. [By the way, making your purchases via Amazon Smile does NOT 
raise the cost of your purchase in any way.]

ANYONE, whether connected to our church or not, can support our ministry using Amazon Smile this way. 
So spread the word!

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2418542


a reminder
A song first released in the mid 1970's had long caught my attention and raised my curiosity due to the lyrics 
of its chorus, whose subject was “no dried blood.” However captivating the melody, I never understood the 
meaning or intention of a song about dried blood, nor how the absence of same could have mattered to the 
songwriter. Never sufficiently curious to pursue answers to my questions, through the years I heard and 
hummed the song countless times, and found a way, in spite of the oddness of those lyrics, to remain its 
casual (i.e. lazy) fan.

A couple of weeks ago the song aired on my car radio, whose information display allowed me to learn its title: 
“Low Rider,” by the group War. The song that for decades I thought was about dried blood was actually about 
low riders, which are vehicles modified with hydraulic lifts to allow drivers to raise and lower wheels 
individually in order to create bouncing effects. So the chorus whose words I had always heard as, “no-dried-
blood,” was actually, “low-ri-der.” A bit of a difference, don’t you think?

Had I cared enough about my lyrical confusion, I could have paid more attention to the only other lyric 
fragment from the song that had stuck with me: “Take a little trip; take a little trip; take a little trip with me.”  
But alas I was always content to accept the song as an invitation from a musical narrator kind enough to 
assure me that I wouldn’t encounter hemoglobin remnants were I to travel with him.

I guess we never know when we’ll discover that something we’ve long accepted as true ain’t necessarily so 
(to name drop a song of whose lyrics I am much more confident!) Jesus exalted the value of humility and 
commanded us not to judge. May we never be so determined to cling to our judgments and conclusions that 
we close ourselves off to authentic – and therefore presumptively humble – changes of heart and mind.
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Sunday group Bible study moves to video series
It took them 144 Sunday morning sessions, but our 9:00 a.m. Bible study group 
has completed its review of nearly 600 Old- and New Testament passages related 
to who Jesus was – specifically, as to whether Jesus was God – in a study that 
launched in July 2019. Now the group is ramping up the intensity of its 
investigation into Jesus with the help of a 24-part video series called “How Jesus 
Became God,” presented by a professor at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill.

The series will inform and challenge viewers. The group welcomes you to join 
them for any or all of their forthcoming sessions, all of which will begin at 9:00 a.m. 
except on breakfast potluck Sundays (first Sundays of months), when the group 
will meet immediately after worship. 

NOTE 1: Checkout the downloads page of our website – 
fccem.org/media/downloads – for several helpful handouts the group has created 
during its lifetime.

NOTE 2: This Jesus study is now the second-longest single subject study in Bill Coley’s tenure as pastor, 
exceeded, at least for now, only by the iconic “The Core and More” review of the entire Bible’s content which 
took 188 sessions over a 4-1/2 year period from August 2011 to February 2016.
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To Donate Online to FCCEM

1. Visit fccem.org/donate.

2. At the bottom of the page, click the “Donate to FCCEM” button.

3. Complete the form presented in the resulting box with such details as the amount of your gift, 
your desired means of payment, contact info, etc. Choose to pay by card or bank transfer at the 
bottom of the box.

4. The default recipient of your gift is our general fund, where most donations are deposited. If 
you’re donating to a specific ministry - e.g. Helmets of Hope or the CROP Walk - use the “Give 
to:” drop down menu in the upper right corner of the box to specify the target of your gift.

5. Click the slider next to the words “Cover fees?” if you want to add to your donation the small 
fee that is deducted from online donations so that we receive the full amount you intend to give.

6. When you’ve provided and double-checked the accuracy of all the required information, click 
the “Give $x.xx” button at the bottom of the form. And you’re done! 100% safely and 
securely!
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